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PREFACE.

Deanr FrieNDs,

NOTHER year has added its abundance of testimonies to blessing received through the pages of
Things to Come. For this we thank the Giver of all spiritual gifts.

Our readers have continued their kind help which has enabled us to pay our way, and
has kept us without any anxiety, besides enabling us to send out a larger number of free copies.

Our publishers report that, taking an average of fifteen months, they can report a substantial
increase ; and the last quarter shows a slight upward tendency.

The number of subscribers, compared with the preceding vear is well maintained.

For this we thank God, and enter on another year, blessed with bodily health, and with an
increased desire to show ourselves ‘‘approved unto God."

W ith the continued support and prayers of our readers, we shall be preserved without care.

Yours in the Lord’s service,
““ BREMGARTEN," E. W. BULLINGER.
GoLpEer’'s HiLr, HaMPSTEAD,
LonpoN (ENgLaxp), N.W.
Norember 15/, 1911.
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HEBREWS XI.
XIII.-THE FIRST GROUP.
FartH CoxguerinGg THRotGH Gob.
(5) Davip axD THE PRrROPHETS.
(Continued from page 134.)

ix. \WoMEN REcCEIVED THEIR DEAD RAISED TO LIFE
AGaIX (v. 35).

HIS sentence brings us to the last example belong-
T ing to the first of the final two groups, which has
for its subject ¢¢ Faith's power to overcome THROUGH
God.” The second of these last two groups has for its
subject the contrast: ‘ Faith's power to suffer FOR
God: " the two together forming one group which stands
in correspondence with the first group (Abel, Enoch
and Noah) which is connscted with “ God” in a way
that speak of the examples of faith's stand.*

The division of these 33th and 35tlt verses, in
the A.V. and R.V., completely destroys the great and

important distinction between these two groups, by thus ,
This affords another instance

merging them together.
in which failure to rightly divide the word of truth
hides the truth instead of revealing it.

Moreover, the rendering of the A.V. is more or less
expansive. The Greek reads “ \Vomen received by
resurrection their dead [sons].”

Two women are referred to, though they are not
named. WWe (as the Apostle’s readers were) are sup-

posed to be familiar with the Old Testament histories,
as they are written in 1 Kings xvii. 17-24 and 2 Kings :

iv. 14-37.
Neither, of this widow, nor of the Shunammite,
woman, is anything said about f/eir faith; but only

about the prayer of Elijah and of Elisha. -

Those prayers were the evidence of their faith, and

being ¢ by faith '’ they must either have ¢ heard " from
God of His purpose, or have judged ¢ by faith" as
Manoah’s wife had dome (Judges xiii. 23) that God |

would not in the midst of His miraculous dealings

make any mistakes, or have said and done so many :

wondrous things, and then fail His servants who were
being guided and ordered by Him.

Elijah had keard enough of his God to believe that !

He would not bring calamity on a poor widow, whose
cruse of oil He was at that same time miraculously
supplying.

Elisha had lkeard enough from God to believe that

* See Things to Come, Ocl..' 190¥, Vol. XIV., p. 104,

'

|l the son which he had promised to the Shunammite
! woman would not be taken away by death, except
to subserve some greater purpose. Moreover, it is
it is hardly likely that Elisha would have dared to make
so direct and positive promise, unless he had heard from
God that he was to do so.

i After what standeth written—* faith cometh by
i hearing,” we are left to conclude that the word of God
" (by which the ‘ hearing” comes) had come to both

Elijah and Elisha.

As to the resurrection itself, all the parties concerned
must have /ieard and believed. ‘

Now, the word ‘‘resurrection” by itself does not
denote the additional ‘“ secret "’ (not ¢ the great secret’’)
concerning Christ and His Church (Eph. v. 32)of 1
Cor. xv. 51. This was a secret, never before revealed to
the sons of men, that there was to be a resurrection
which involves a * change.”

Resurrections which had before taken place on earth,
whether the son of the widow of Sarepta, or of the
Shunammite woman, or of the widow of Nainp, or the
Ruler’s daughter, or Lazarus, or the *“ many saints ” at

~ the resurrection of Christ ; or Dorcas, or Eutychus, all
' these were merely a standing up again (as the word
, anastasis means) on earth, and in this life. But the
. “change " involves something more, and beyond this.
This “secret” was revealed in 1 Cor. xv. 51, but no
explanation is given. The resurrection of those who
“are Christ’'s at His parousia " had been revealed in
v. 23, and now a further secretis made known concern-
ing the ‘““we™ who shall * put on immortality " in that
glorious coming day.
In the prison epistles, after “the great secret’ had
been fully made known by being committed to writing,
. we have a still further and clearer revelation in Phil. iii.
Here there is no mention of resurrection at all
. (except in v. 11, *‘the out-resurrection out from among
. the dead ”), but we have “the calling on high” in v. 14.
Either or both of these include the glorious assertion
in vv. 17, 20, 21 :(—

« Brethren be followers together of me and walk
as ye have us for an example. . . . For our
politeuma (or seat of government) EXISTS in
heaven from whence, as Saviour also, we are

i waiting, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who will trans-
@ form the body of our humiliation for it to
become conformed to His GLORIOUS body
according to the working of His mighty power,
even to subdue all things to Himself™ (Phil.
iii. 17-20). .
This is the resurrection of which we have leard;
which we have believed, and for which we wait.
Oh, blessed faith, which thus enables us to overcome
the world and conquer through God. ‘A great cloud

|
|

: 20, 21I.

of witnesses " witness to us of their faith, may we be
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in their ranks and believe God in each successive reve-
lation which He made to them, and has since made
known to us.

THE AUTHOR OF BIBLICAL NUMERICS,

s being introductory to Ivan Panin’s first paper !

(on p. 7) it may be well to give a fore-word of our
own as to the personality of the ‘writer which we have

gathered from scattered remarks of his own in his,

published works and from letters of appreciation which
have appeared in print.

Not at random does Jehovah cheose his Prophets, -

Apostles, and servants of every kind,
ments in His hands in unfolding the purposes of His
grace.
ments, with different characteristics, to perform
different parts of the entire work in the erection of
His spiritual temple.

Ivan Panin’s career is a further and modern illustra-
tion of this divine principle controlling the selection of
God’s * chosen vessels.”

A Russian by birth he threw himself in his youth
with enthusiasm into Nihilism, a composition of equal
parts of Socialism and Anarchy. Compelled to leave
his country, he went to Germany, and thence to
America, graduating at Harvard University. At this
time he was an Agnostic, whose learning, original
thought, and unique style made him welcome as a
lecturer before fastidious audiences.

We should expect that to happen which actually did
happen in the conversion of Mr. Panin, the seizure,
control, and use by the Holy Spirit, of His own
wonderful gifts, producing an unique experience.

While analyzing the religion of Tolstoy, the fact
that Tolstoy had discovered something in the teachings
of Christ, awakened the hope that he too, the lecturer,
might find, in the ¢ teachings of ]esus,” food for his
hungry soul. Thence came searching of the Scriptures,
the discovery of evangelical truth; and then the

Agnostic became a believer in Him whom true Christians
glory in crowning as their Saviour and their Lord.

After his conversion, seeking to extend hisknowledge
of God in Christ, there was revealed to him most
unexpectedly a fact concealed from the church through-
out the ages, but which now demands universal
recognition, as most important, by all whose creeds are
founded on the Bible.

' Indeed those who have been distressed by many
treacherous attacks from so-called ¢ scholars” upon
the authority of the sacred Scriptures might in view of
this wonderful discovery join in singing praises to God.

The ememy has come in like a flood that all the
foundations might be swept away; but the Lord has
placed a standard in the hands of our brother, Ivan
Panin, and round it all the children of God should rally.

What that secret iswhich was concealed from all other
men, including, it may be, the. very writers of the Old
and New Testament books, will be seen as we proceed.

" Those of our readers and their friends who may be
harassed and even bewildered by the attack of Modern

to be instru- °

Criticism upon the inspitation of the Bible, may now

chase the clouds from their faces and let the light of

Heaven shine upon them with holy joy and triumpbh.
And those especially, who mourn  over sceptical
preachers of a mutilated Bible, may take heart at the
truth here brought to them.

The establishment of the inerrancy and infallibility
of the Scriptures, which the Fathers lived upon, and
in the hope of which they died (and which their sons

‘are trying to live and die without) is freighted with the

most momentous and appalling cocnsequences to a vast
body of literature enshrined in Bible Dictionaries,
Encyclopedias, and Commentaries; and to whole

‘ libraries of the output of the modern religious press,

The Divine Builder prepares different instru- -

“ The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: Surely the

' people is grass,but the Word of our God shall stand

for ever.”

Old, old words receiving comforting corroboration
in these latter days! The common people no longer
wait upon dictatorial scholarship for its last guess;
and, as they wait, shiver in the chill of a half faith.
The extraordinary numerical structure of the Scriptures
is now demonstrated.

Mr. Panin shows the utter impossibility of such a
mathematical design being the*work of chance,or of mere
man. An incidental result of the application of this
universal law of mathematical design is the possibility of
producing at last the autograph text as it came to the
prophets and apostles from the inspiration of God,
Such a resuft is surely stupendous. Critics have been

, telling us a great deal about the original autographs.

i They tell us that they are lost;

|
|

undiscoverable ; tbat
no crypt has surrendered this priceless treasure; and
should it be brought to light, it would be met by the
onslaught of the whole school of destructive criticism.

In our youthful days, how the enemy flayed us with his
unanswerable taunt that our best and oldest manuscripts
were both corrupt and modern ! The stamp of modernity
upon the precious documents from which our English
Bible came lay like a blight upon our only heirloom and
heritage. Now, however, a perfect text can ‘be
obtained. The Key of ¢ Bible Numerics ¥ detects at
once the true: and at the same time reveals how

,wonderfully perfect are the priceless words ,which are

the God-given boon of the church.

The section of Scripture-strangely lost from some
manuscripts—John 7. 53—8. 11, . the last twelve verses
of the Gospel of Mark, &c., are shown by the science of
Numerics to belong to the inspired Word of God.
Every one felt that these Scriptures were entitled to
their place even if the Revisers signified their doubt,
and enclosed them in brackets. Now, howe\er, we
know that these priceless gems belong in reality to
the original Text of Scripture, and are not to be erased
or even disfigured by brackets.

Numerous other examples, like the agony m the
| garden, the first prayer from the Cross, all now con-
clusively shown by Mr. Panin to be true Scripture, may
be adduced to show that at last we may yet come to
have an indestructible and inerrant text.



JANUARY, 191T.

THINGS TO COME.

o 3

De—— o= emme———[]
| = Qontributed Articles. | -
e oo £ |

“THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF }

CHRIST.” )
I. THe VisiBLe: Gob.

HERE are many gospels, and, if such a statement |

be objected to, it must be remembered that

‘“gospel "’ simply means “good news,” and that good
news may relate to a variety of subjects.

There is the *‘ gospel of the kingdom,” the kingdom
which is the subject of Old Testament prophecy, and
which John the Baptist, the Lord and His apostles
proclaimed as at hand (Matt. 3. 2; 4. 17; 10. 7).

There is “the gospel of God,” ¢ the gospel of
Christ,” the ¢ gospel of the grace of God,” “the ever-
lasting gospel ” to be announced by the angel flying
in mid-heaven (Rev. 14. 6, 7).

The word.rendered gospel is etayyeliov (enangelion),
whence the Scottish ‘evangel,” in common use in
the days of Knox. "It occurs 77 times in the New
.Testament and is always translated ¢ gospel.” The
corresponding verb elayyeli(w (enangelizé), whence we
have cvangelize and cvangelist, occurs 50 times. But
the rendering is by no means uniform. Sometimes it
is * preach the gospel,” sometimes only * preach,”

added, asin Luke 1. 19; 2. 10; 8. 1 ; Acts13. 32; 1 Thess,
3. 6. In this last passage the evangel brought to Paul
concerned the faith and love of his converts at
Thessalonica.

The Revisers have-amended the translation in some
instances, but, with that strange incounsistency which
has made their work a monument of lost opportunities,
have oftea left the A.V. rendering untouched, to the
great loss of the English reader. Had they uniformly
_translated the verb by ‘ proclaim good tidings,” or
.some such phrase, much light would have been thrown
upon many passages. )

All the different gospels, or messages of good news,
-have a common origin and a common end. They
originate with God, and their end is the glory of His
4Son in whom He is glorified (Joha 17. 1).
~ 'He is the King who will occupy the throne of His
" father David, 'and,' until He comes, that thronme is
vacant. The grace of God found its.expression in Him
Who, though He was_rich, yet for our sakes became
*'poor, that we through His poverty might be made
fich ; and, when we hear the glad message of the angel
that the hour of God's judgment is come, and that man
! shall no longer, energized by Satan, work his evil will
in the world, we remember that ‘ the Father judgeth
no man, but bath committed all judgment unto the Son.”

The passage from which the title of these papersis
_taken runs thus:—¢ But, and, if Jur gospel is veiled,
' it is veiled in them that are perishing, in (or, by). whom

and
occasionally the word ‘‘glad” or “*good tidings” are mi
- associate them with a person exhibiting these qualities,

unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, Who is the image of God, should not dawn upon

! them" (2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. R.V.).

From this we learn that it is Satan’s object to prevent
men from seeing the glory of Christ. Hence the
eflorts of the destructive critics to drag Him down
to their own level, prating of His having no know-
i ledge beyond the current notions of His time; whereas,

\at twelve years old, He was found in the midst of the
* Rabbis, both hearing them and asking them questions,
so that all that heard Him were amazed at His under-
standing and His answers. Hence, toe, the teaching

. of the New Theology that so far from God becoming
* man, it is man who is becoming God.

Doubtless Paul is here referring to a special glor
of the Lord Jesus Christ which the adversary hate
and seeks to obscure; but all that concerns His glor
is a source of delight to those who love Him, and so,
in these papers, it is proposed to go back to the
beginning, and contemplate His glory all down the

' ages.

In the passage above quoted He'is called «* theimage
of God.” Now John tells us that ‘“no man hath seen
God at any time ; ” and Paul speaks of His ‘ dwelling
in the light that no man can approach unto; whom no
man hath seen nor can see.” For *(5od is spirit,”
and the idea of spirit cannot be grasped by finite minds.
Ve cannot conceive abstract ideas. \We must reduce
them to concrete forms, and localize them. In order
to understand what love, justice, truth are, we must

and think of acts which manifest them.
¢« Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord? "

i These are words we assent to, but they are beyond our

grasp. Now, though man cannot apprehend the idea of
God, who is spirit, yet he cannot rest satisfied without
knowing his Creator. -

It is not enough to know His character to admire the
wonders of His wisdom and His power, we crave to
see Him, to look upon His face. '

- This desire exists between man and man. We know

1 some by correspondence, or by their public wrilings or

utterances, but we want to look in their faces, to learn
what no letter or book can tell us about them. Paul
had this desire in regard to his converts (1 Thess.
2. 17; 3. 10; ¢p. Col. 2. 1). Peter, writing to the
Dispersion, speaks of the ¢ appearing of Jesus Christ,
whom, not having seen, ye love, in whom, though now
ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice.” Does there
not breathe in these words a yearning desire to see Him,
a sight whichrwill intensify the love we have for Him
though now we see Him not?

David looked forward to that meeting in the day of
resurrection when he should behold His face in
righteousness, and be satisfied, when he awoke, with
His likeness (Ps. 17. 15)s It is instructive to note that
the word for likeness here (¢‘mindk) is the same word that
is used by the Lord when, rebuking Aaron and Miriam,
He said of Moses, ** The similitude of the Lord shall he

- the god of this world (age) hath bliuded the minds of the

behold " (Numb. 12. 8).

.
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Long before Philip gave expression to this longing
in the words, “shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us,”
Job had cried, *“Oh that [ knew where I might find
Him,” and had his desire satisfied when he said, “I
have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye seeth Thee."”

When Adam opened his eyes upon the world, he
must bhave thought, ** What am I?> \Vhere am I?
Who will solve my questionings? " and there was One
at hand to answer him, One who walked with him in
the garden and held converse with him day by day,
One who said of Himself that He rejoiced in the
habitable parts of God’'s earth, and that His delights
were with the sons of men (Prov. 8. 31).

It was to bridge the gulf between spirit and matter,
to provide a mediator between the Creator and the
creature, that the Word, who was in.the bosom of the
Father, took a form, a visible form, of necessity a form
of glory and beauty. To this Paul refers when he says
that He “is the image of the invisible God, the first-
born of all creation ” (Col. 1. 15).

The word image (elxdv, etkon) which Paul thus twice
uses of Christ, is found in 21 other places in the New
Testament ; 10 times in the book of the Revelation, of
the image of the beast; thrice of Caesar’s head upon the
coinage; once of man’s idols, ** they changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to cor-
ruptible man"™ (Rom. 1. 23); once of the ceremonial
law in that it was a shadow only (Heb. 10. 1). The
remaining six passages are 1 Cor. 15. 49 (2) where *“the
image of the heavenly " must have some analogy with
‘““the image of the earthly” (1 Cor. 1l. 7), where man
is said to Dbe the image and glory of God, and
Rom. 8. 29; 2 Cor. 3. 18, Col. 3. 10, which undoubtedly
describe moral transformation, though the first in-
cludes material change as well. The general meaning
of elkwr, therefore, is a visible resemblance, and to this
we believe the words of the Apostle in 2 Cor. 4. 4 and
Col.’1, 15 refer.

It is satisfactory to find a statement in the Editor’s
Lexicon and Concordance which supports this. Under
the title *“ \Worp,” he says, “God is spirit, and, as
spirit has no likeness to matter, God Himself took
some creature form, in order that creation might have
a mediator or means of communicating with Deity.”

More light is thrown upon this subject in that great
passage in Phil. 2. g-11. There Paul uses the word
popdnj (morphé) form, first of Christ Jesus being in the
form of God, then of His taking the form of a servant.
There can be no question of the latter’s describing a
visible appearance under bodily conditions. Then the
former must also describe a visible appearance. In
that form He made the invisible God visible.to the
eyes of men.

That form, too, was the archetype or pattern after
which Adam was created. When Elohim said, ¢ Let
us make man in our image, after our likeness,” He
meant a visible form, not a moral resemblance. Here
again words are used of which there is no difficulty in
ascertaining the meaning. T:zelem, image, is found 17

‘rebellion and his fall (v. 17).

times in the Old Testament, four times of man’s
creation (Gen. 1. 26,27 (2); 9. 6) ; once of Adam’s son
being in his father's likeness; 10 times of representa-
tions of things, idolatrous and otherwise; and twice
(Pss. 39.6; 73. 20) of man's evanescence in view of
the eternity of God. Dmiith, likeness, is quite as
remarkable, 15 out of 25 occurrences being found in
the description of the Lord with the attendant Cherubim
in Ezekiel, chapters 1, 8 and 10.

Further, the Lord, having taken this form, the form
of God, did not lay it aside till He exchanged it for the
form of a servant. In other words the appearances in
the Old Testament history were not femporary assump-
tions of a body, as the writer once thought, but
revelations of Himself as He was from the time
when He became the firstborn of all creation in order
to create, though of course the glory was veiled from
the eyes of men. )

There is a word in Phil. 2. 6 which has a bearing on
this. The word rendered ¢ being "' is not the participle of
the personal verb, but of iwdpxwv (huparchon). [t means,
according to Liddell and Scott, * beginning to be " (or,
to exist), and carries our thoughts back to that period
of which John speaks, ¢ In the beginning was the \WVord."”
Bishop Lightfoot, in his commentary on the Philippians
(p. 103) says, “the word denotes ¢ prior existence,’ but
not necessarily ¢ eternal existence.”” It was, therefore,
a condition assumed in time. )

One more thought about this ‘ form of God ™ which
“ the \Vord ” originally assumed. It must have been
superexcellently glorious. In Heb. 1. 3 we read of
His “‘being the effulgence of God's glory and the very
image (tmpress) of his substance.”

There is a description of a created being in Ezek. 28
which will give some idea of what personal glory and
beauty are. That awful being, God's enemy and
man’s, is there addressed, under the title of the King
of Tyre, in these terms:—* Thou sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty . ... every
precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, the topaz,
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold "
(v. 13). It was this beauty and this brightness that
caused his heart to be lifted up and brought about his
If the creature was so
glorious, what must the manifested and visible glory of
the Creator be ? .

Ezekiel gives us some description of His glory. The
throne he saw was as the appearance of a sapphire
stone, and upon it *“a likeness as the appearance of a
man upon it 4bove. And I saw as the colour of
amber, as the appearance of fire within it round about,
from the appearance of his loins and upward, and from
the appearance of his loins and downward, I saw
as it were the appearance of fire, and there was bright-
ness round about Him. As the appearance of the bow
that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the
appearance of the brightness round about™ (chap.
1. 26-28). Isaiah saw His glory, but has given no
description of His appearance.
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After the Lord had laid aside the form of a servant,
and resumed His original form, the form of God,
Stephen saw Him and so did Saul of Tarsus. Neither
has given us any description of His appearance, but Saul
was blinded by the light of His glory, for it was above

the brightness of the noonday sun in a Syrian sky.

the isle of Patmos. At the beginning of the Revelation
He describes Him in the midst of the golden candle-
sticks and later (chap. 19) as He came forth to tread
the winepress of the wrath of God. Both these
descriptions are so familiar that it is unnecessary
to quote them. It must suffice to say that they set
forth realities, not to be spiritualized away as emblems

1
|
|
l
l

John5. 21 6.6. 63; Rom.4.17; 8. 11; 1 Cor. 15. 22
15. 36; 15. 45; 2 Cor. 3. 6; Gal. 3. 21; Ephes. 2. 5;
Col: 2. 13; 1 Tim. 6. 13; 1 Peter 3. 1%

In two places (Eph. 2. 5 and Col. 2. 13), the word
is still further compounded by the preposition (sun:

. with) being prefixed. '
Many years later a vision was vouchsafed to Johnin

of moral qualities or Divine attributes, but written for -

the plain wayfaring man, who reads God's words as
meaning exactly what they say.—(To be continued).
H. C. Bowker,
Hallowell Rd., Northwood, Middlesex.

THE QUICKENING OF THE MORTAL BODY,
(By JaMEs CHRISTOPHER SMITH).

(Rom. 8. 11; 1 Cor. 15. 53, 54; 2 Cor. 3. 4).

T is specially imperative in dealing with the
Epistles of Paul to define the terms used. He
uses words in new connections and in new senses, and
so frequently uses them rapidly, in the flow of his
argument, that we need great care and spiritual dis-

crimination if we are to reach the truth he conveys.

The corresponding substantive, translated * quick”
four times in the New Testament (viz.,, in Acts 10. 42
2 Tim. 4. 1; Heb. 4. 12; 1 Pet. 4. 3), three of these
being in the dual phrase, “ quick and dead,” simply
means living.

Since 1611, when the Authorised Version was issued,
many English words have changed their meaning and
this one among them. “ Quick,” now, has a time value,
rapid, sudden, without delay: and ‘'‘quicken,” in
like manner, means to accelerate. Ve have it in the
much used expression, ‘“quicken the pace,” where we
detect a time value again.

Now, after a careful comparison of all the passages
given above, and having regard to contexts and con-

. nections of thought and subject, the present writer fear-

' assertions

Hence arises a feeling of diffidence and of insuffi-

ciency in treating any particular subject in these
Epistles: but, remembering that, in these things our
sufficiency must always be of God, we do not hesitate
to go forward, looking to Him for the understanding
needed.

Not only for the sake of the precious truths them-
selves, conveyed in the verses to be dealt with, but,
in view of the way they are being applied, in some
circles, there seems to be a definite call for a positive
exposition, believing that the unfolding of the truth is
the best way both to secure edification and to repel
error (2 Tim. 2. 24).

We must first look at the words and the use made of :

themin the New Testament. \Ve must, then, in vicw of
the contexts, build up the positive truth conveyed by the
" words.

lessly asserts that this word never means anything else
than fo give life, to make alive.

In this judgment he is supported by the repeated
of the admittedly acute and accurate
Expositor, Dr. H. A. \V.. Meyer, in his most valuable
Critical and Exegeticai Comutentary on the New Testament
(published by T. & T. Clark), as weil as by Lexicons
and other eminent authorities.

The importance of this conclusion will appear when
we come to our synthetic statement.

2nd. ““ MoRTaL.”

This word is the translation of the Greek thuctos. It
is the opposite of athanatos: deathless or immortal.
Let the reader go along with this study and look up
the following places where the word occurs,—

Rom. 6. 12; 8. 11; 1 Cor. 15. 53; 15, 54; 2 Cor.

- 4.115 5. 4.

By this double method, on our part, analysis and !

Spirit of Truth to reach the mind and meaning of God.
In the Scriptures above cited, the two words,

demanding special attention, are the words ‘* quicken ” !

and ‘“mortal.”
1st. *“ QUICKEN."

The Greek word thus translated (zoopoies) is a com-
pound, made up of two words, namely, zad : to live,and
poies : to make.* This verb is used in the New Testa-
ment fourteen times as follows :—

3See Dr. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance; and Dr. Bul-

linger's Critical Lexicon and Concordance.

It will thus be seen to occur in three of Paul's
Epistles—twice in each, six times in all. It is not
used by any other New Testament writer. It is
derived from the Greek verb thucsko: to le dying,
to die.

The Septuagint (Greek) Version of the Old Testa-
ment does not help us here, for in the only place
where the word “ mortal™ occurs in the A.V. (Job.
4. 17), a different Greek word is used.

In accordance, then, with the use of the word in the

synthesis, we may hope, under the guidance of the . above passages (with their contexts and connections

and subjects) it is confidently concluded that this word
invariably bear! the significance of deathly, dving, or, in a
process of dying (according to the appointment pro-
nounced in Gen. 3. 19; and re-asserted in Hebrews
9. 27).

\We are so accustomed to the word ‘“mortal™ tha
the average reader does not stop to enquire what it
really means. It is to be feared that it is regarded as
expressing nothing more than man’'s [railty, or, at the

" most, his liability to death; not realising that from our

infancy we are under a decree of decay involving
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ultimate dissolution, (unless, of course, God's mighty
power shall arrest the process).

With these facts before us, let us now give earnest
attention to the positive teaching of the texts at the
head of this article (with the cross light of their allied
references).

' . SYNTHESIS,

The words in Rom. 8. 11 must, of course, be taken
with the words of Rom. 6. 12. Not only so, but the

-words of Rom. 4. 16-21, must, also, be compared, for
“in this latter passage we see at work, along another
line, the life-giving power of God which “calls those
things that be not as though they were” and is the
actual solution of the question before us.

Abraham and Sarah were in their mortal bodies;
btt, so far as the fulfilment of the promise of seed was
concerned, these bodies were * considered dead.” But
Abraham'’s faith laid hold of Him who is able to give

The point to be carried with us here is the fact that

fulfilment of the promise absolutely depended on the
life-giving God, in whom they believed.

The paragraph where this remarkable expression
occurs is in Rom. 8. 1-11. It begins with ‘"no condem.
nation, now, to those that are in Christ Jesus.” This
is our judicial, inalienable standing in grace. It goes
on to express the new law that now dominates and
reigns, namely, “the law of the spirit of the Life in
Christ Jesus.” This new life positively liberates us from
the control of ‘¢ the law of sin and death.” '

In the flesh of Christ, which ¢ resembled the flesh of
sin,” God condemned sin, and thus he prepared the way
for a fulfilment of the Law’s righteous demand in us,
“who walk, not according to flesh, but according to
spirit.”

Then, after the paranthetic verses 5 -8, giving some

. helpful thoughts on this contrast of fesh and spirit,

comes the crucial portion of the paragraph where the
actual and abiding gains of the position are set forth,
and for the first time, in Romans, the ministry of the

life to the dead, and who in this case actually did so. : Holy Spirit is brought in: and then the Apostle, linking

" up the thought of the resurrection of -the Saviour,

people still living were *considered dead,” so that the : points on to the life-giving act of God by which the body

+ stself shall stand in final conformity to this whole conception
© of the spivitual life in Christ our Lord.

This parallel is of great value in determining the ;

Apostle's thought in Rom. 8. 11.

It may be well here, to notice the expressmn used
in 2 Cor. 4. 11, where the Apostle speaks of the life of
Jesus—the risen life, of course—being ¢ manifested in
our mortal flesh.” **Mortal flesh,” has in view the frail
‘material of which the body is made: while “mortal
body,” has in view the organism—the united, fitted
framework and functions.

As to Rom. 6. 12, the teaching there is of funda-
mental importance. As Chap. 5. 12-21 presents the
tuo Heads—Adam and Christ: and as Chap. 7. 1-6
presents the fwo Husbands—Law and the risen Christ;

“so Rom. 6. 1- 14 describes the two Masters—Sin and
God. . - .

. Each one of these mformmg statements is followed
’ by the question, * What then * or * What shall we
_say? " pointing to the practical results.

The two Masters in Chap. 6 are sin and God. . The
old master is not yet absolutely dispossessed ; but his
dominance is broken, while the new -Master now
controls the house. ~ This contrast is clearly stated in
v. 13 and v. 14, in the striking words, ¢ Present not
your members fo sin, but present yourselves fo God, for
sin shall not lord ;t over you, for you are not under. law,
but under grace.”

And so, the exhortation in v. 12 is, “ Let not sin,
then, reign, in your mortal body, to obey its lusts.”

Sin is there, but it is not to be master. Lusts are
there, but hey are no to rule.

Under the principle of Grace, God is master and the
new nature dominates the life and controls the whole
organism of the body: and the body, as flesk, becomes

the vebicle or vessel for the exhibition, among men, of.

: the risen life of Jesus.
Now-all this leads us up to the further truth and
future facts as to the “ quickening of the mortal body."

| the spirit is life, on ‘account of nghteousness

This, in turn, suggests the glorious statement of
final issues in the rest of the chapter, where not we
only are seen liberated from every vestage of the old
creation, but the creation itself also is seen emancipated
from its groans and bondage and sharingin the freedom

_of “the glory of the children of God.”

The unity of thought thus becomes very evident in
this inspiring chapter : and thus, also, our interpretation
of verse 11 is confirmed. Carefully and closely let us
regard it.

Note the three expressions (vt. 9, 10 :
God's Spirit dwelling in us.
Having Christ’s spirit.

Christ in us.

God's Spsrit—Christ’s spirit—Christ.

To have Christ’s spirit is to have Christ. ¢ And if
Christ is in you the body is dead on account of sin, but
The
body is under sentence of death, is in a dying state, on "
account of sin; but the risen life of Christ is already
present, in the new creation, and tte Holy Spirit seals
all this to us, and is the indwelling earnest of the final
act of emancipation Wwith regard to the body. Hence
the Apostle adds, “If the Spirit of Him that raised
Jesus from the dead is dwelling in you, He that raised

-Christ from the dead will also give life to your dying .

bodies, on account of His Spirit that dwells in you.”
Observe thit he does not state a contrast but he
draws a parallel. Raising Fesus is parallel with giving
life. Christ’s resurrection was literal, physical : in like .
manner, “also,” our dying bodies will be made alive. _
It is the same kind of act of God: the impartation of -
life where death is. To iake the dying body, by God's
power, immortal, is the same kind of act as raising
bodies that have reached the stage of dissolution. :
Christ said I am the ResurrecTioN and the Lirg.”
He is the ‘resurrection” to those whose earthly tent .
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has been dissolved : He is the “life " to those who are
still in the dying body.

This is how the Apostle describes it in 1 Cor. 15.
51-57. The dead are to be raised: we are to be
changed. And the changing is explained to mean the
mortal, the dying, putting on immortality. As * the
Life,”” He makes the dying bodies immortal: and as
“ the Resurrection,” He makes the dead bodies incor-
ruptible. And hence the Apostle adds, * When this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this

' mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come
. to pass the saying that is written Death ss swallowed up
in victory. - Where, death, is thy sting ? Where, death,
is thy victory?”

In either case it is death that is dealt with : in both
actions it is death that is * swallowed up in victory.”

And these words “swallowed up " lead us to the final
proof of our interpretation, in 2 Cor. 5. 4. What the
Apostle states, as a future hope, in such terse language,
in Rom. 8. 11, he had already stated more fully in
1 Cor. 15. 51-57 and in 2 Cor. 5. 1-5; for the Epistles to
the Corinthians were written before the Epistle
to the Romans.

Accordingly we ‘must mterpret Rom. 8. 11 by the
correspoading places in the Corinthian Epistles. We
have just seen how the ‘“mortal " is referred to, and how

“it is to be dealt with, in 1 Cor. 15. 51-57. The same

teaching appears in 2 Cor. 5. 1-6. The words are,
.“For we that are in the tent groan, being burdened,
‘inasmuch as we do not wish to be unclothed (or, in the words

upon that the mortal may be swallowed up by the Life.

the Chosen Nation, to the Babylon Captivity, when they
ceased to be an independent people. Verses 12-17 give
the genealogy from the Captivity to the Christ Who was
expected to restore the lost independence. The first
division contains a brief introduction to the genealogy

(verse 1): the second contains a brief conclusion
(verse 17). The one is a sort of title, the other a kind of
summary.

§2. The first great division of this genealogy,

namely verses 1-11, presents the following phenomena’?

The vocabulary? to this passage has 49 words, or
7% 7. This number is a multiple of seven (Feature 1);
and the sum of its FACTORS is 14, or 2 sevens (Feature
2). And these 49 words, or seven sevens, are thus
divided : 28, or 4 sevens, BEGIN with a vowEL; and 21,
or 3 sevens, begin with a consoxanT (Feature 3).

' Seven END with a vowel ; and 42, or 6 sevens, end with

And he that wrought us for this very thing is God, who >
. of these 266 letters, or 38 sevens, 140, or 20 sevens, are

gave to us the earnest of the Spirit.”

Here we have the same language as in 1 Cor. 15.,
and in Rom. 8., and thus we reach the #ime when it is to
bedone. I[tis atthe Descent of the Lord, as 1 Thess. 4.,
still more particularly describes it. It is at the
moment of resurrection. He is *“the Life,” and the
mortal part’ (as Dean Alford translates it) shall be
swallowed up by the Life.

Thus, the process of death will be arrested, and
Rom. 8. 11 will be fulfilled, the future hope of
immortality being thius gloriously realised.

" The teaching is ome. " The truth is unified. All
bangs tovether ina perfect unfolding of the “blessed
hope.”

The mortal swallowed up by the Life:

Death swallowed up in victory !

“ Thanks be to God who giveth -us the v1ctory
through our Lord ]esus Christ! "

Q;. J0C3C | smsmnas s e ﬁDD
I Blble numemcs ”
. a By Ivan Pavin. . a
. J——==x = 0

CHAPTER -I.

THAT THE FIRST ELEVEN VERSES OF THE

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW ARE

CONSTRUCTED ON A HIGHLY ELABORATE
MATHEMATICAL PLAN,

§1. THE New Testament opens with a genealogy of

Jesus Christ, which is contained in the first seventeen
verses of the Gospel according to Matthew.

This genealogy falls into two great divisions: verses

. I-11 give the genealogy from Abraham, the father of

a cONSONANT (Feature 4).

That is to say: the words in the Vocabulary (being
themselves a number of sevens) are divided between
words beginning with a vowel and those beginning with
a consonant ; between words ending in a wvowel, aud
those ending in a consonant—by sevens.

§ 3. These 49 words of the Vocabulary, or seven
sevens, have 266 letters, or 7 X 2x19. This number is

of v. 1 to have the tent actually dissolved), but clothed t not only itself a multiple of seven (Feature 5), but the

i sum of its factors, 23, is also a multiple of seven, it

being 4 sevens (Feature 6. Compare Feature 2). And

‘ vowels ; and 126, or 18 sevens, are consonants (Feature _

Compare Feature 3).

That is to say: Just as the number of words in the
Vocabulary is a multiple of sevens, so is the number of
its letters is a multiple of seven. Just asthe sum of the
factors of the number of words is a multiple of seven,
so is the sum of the factors of the number of letters a
multiple of seven. And just as the words are divided-
between vowel words and consonant words by Sevens,
so- are the letters divided between vowels and con-
sonants by sevens. .

§ 4. Some of the 49 words of the Vocabulary to this
passage occur more than once; thus every ancestor of
Jesus Christ but one occurs here twice, the name of
David occurring even thrice. Others, however, occur
here only once: Terah, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, for
example. Now these 49 words of the vocabulary are,
with reference to this fact, thus divided : 335, or § sevens,

7.

occur more than once;and 14,0r2 sevens,occuronly once

(Feature 8) ; namely : BaSvAwy, Babylon ; Baoilevs, King;
BiBos, book ; yeveas, begetting, or, birth ; emy, at-the-time-of ;
Zapa, Zerah; Oapap, Tamar ; lexovias, Feconiah ; Inoovs,
Fesus ; ,u.crow«rla., removal ; Ovpuas, Uriah ; PaxaB, Rahab ;
Povl, Ruth ; Xpiwords, Christ. . These 14 words begin with
the following letters: B,(,p,v,¢ ¢, 0, 1,0,x. The letters

1 The NUMERIC PHENOMENA here enumerated are those of the Greek,
in which the New Testamnent is written. The text used in these
papers is the Revision by Westcott and Hort.

2 A VocARULARY to a sentence, passage, or book, is a list of the
words used therein. Thus the vocabulary to the sentences.‘ He
struck me, and I struck back' is: I, strike, and, back, he. The
passage, consisting of seven words, has only five in its vocabulary.
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f 4 p, with a numeric value® of 112, or 16 sevens
(Feature 8) have more than one word under each of
them. The other letters have only one word under
each. Accordingly these 14 words, or 2 sevens, are
thus divided: seven belong to letters that have more
than one word under them ; and seven belong to letters
that have only one word under them (Feature g); while
the 10 letters with which the 14 words begin, have a
numeric and Prace VaLve* of g45, or 135 sevens
(Feature 10).

The seven words which are found under the letters
which have only one word each, namely: yeveris, er,
Zapa, Bapap, perowseria, Ovpas, Xpioros, have moreover,
42 letters, or 6 sevens (Feature 11); of which the vowels
are 21, or 3 sevens; and the consonants are 21
(Feature 12. Compare Features 3, 4, 7).

These 42 letters moreover are distributed among the
seven words thus: The FirsT word has seven letters;
the Last word has seven also, those between the first
and the last have 23, or 4 sevens (Feature 13).
again: the first, third, fifth, and seventh, have 28 letters,
or 4 sevens; the second, fourth, and sixth, have 14
letters, or 2 sevens (Feature 14). And yet again: of
these seven words, some have three letters, et ; some
have four, Zupa; some have jfive, Oapap; some have six,
Ovpuas ; some have seven, yerests, Xpwros; some have
ten, perowkecia. These numbers 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 10, have
for their sum 335, or 5 sevens (Feature 135).

§ 5. The 14 words which occur but once in this
passage (% 4, above) are found of course in 14 Forms®.
But these forms present this numeric feature: Seven
of these are found again in the rest of the New Testa-

# The Greeks had no separate symbols for designating their
numerals, corresponding to our Arabic figures; but they used in their
stead the letters of the alphabet. Each Greek word is thus the sum
of the numerals for which each of its letters stands. The number for
which a letter or a word stands is its NuMeric VaLve. Thus the
word Iyoovs, Fesus, is composed of the letters 1, 3, o, 0,0, 5}
their respective numeric values are: 10, 8, 200, 70, 400, 200. Their
sum is 883, and this is the Nwumeric Value of this word. The
Numeric Value of the letters of the Greek Alphabet is as follows :—

a — 1 ¢t — 10 p — 100
B — 2 kK — 20 v — 200
Yy — 3 A — 30 T — 300
S — 4 = — 40 v — 400
€ — 5 v — 30 $ — 300
¢ — 7 & — 6o X — too
7 — 8 o — 70 Jy — 700
6 — g9 T+ — 8o v — 8oo

4 The PLACE VaLUE of a letter as distinguished from its Numeric
Value is the number of its place in the alphabet. Thus a, being the
first letter of the alphabet, its place valueis 1; of 3,2; of y, 3; of
8, 4: ote 5;0f { 75 of 7, 8; of §, 9; and so on to w,
the last letter, which is 24. The PLACE VALUE of a woRD is thus the
sum of the values of its letters. Thus the numcric value of Ingouvs,
Jesus, is888. Butits PLacE VALUE is the sum of 9, 7, 18, 15, 20, 18,
or 87. \

5 The ForM in which a word occurs is not necessarily the same
as the vocabulary word. Thus I struck him has for its vocabulary
I, strike, he ; while the ForMs in which the words strike and he
occur here are: struck, him, A Vocabulary of Fuorms is thus hardly
ever the same as the simple Vocabulary. It is nearly always larger
in the number of words, That is to say : Justasthe 49 words of the
vocabulary are divided by scvens between vowel words and con-
sonamt words, 80 they are also divided by sevens between words
occurring more than once, and those occurring but once; while the
latter in turn present several distinct features of sevens of their own.

|
|
|

. ing are not found: 7, 8, & = 7, ¥, o.
t seven (Feature 19).

ment; namely: Bufuvlwvos, Burilea, yeverews, eme, Dyrov,
peroedias, Npwwror.  But seven are found nowhere else
in the New Testament ; namely: 3t3dos, Zapa, Oupap,
Iexoriav, Ovprov, Puyuf3, Povd (Feature 16). And these
seven forms found nowhere else in the New Testament
have a NUMERIC vaLUE of 3703, or 529 sevens (Feature
17). These seven numeric values are: 314, 109, 151,
796, 1050, 704, 579. Their sum, 3703, is thus divided:
the number with four figures, 1050, is 150 sevens; the
numbers with three figures have 2653, or 379 sevens
(Feature 18).

$ 6. Among the letters of the Greek Alphabet with
which the 49 words of this Vocabulary begin, the follow-
Their number is
The letters with which these 49
words do begin are: «, 3,7y, 96, & (, 0, 4, &, 1y v, 0, p, T,
v, ¢, \*. Some of these letters have only one word
under them, others have more than one. Accordingly
the 49 words of the vocabulary are thus divided: 42,

And . or 6 sevens belong to the letters which have more than

i one word under them; and seven belong to the letters

with only one word under them (Feature 20; compare
Feature g); namely : Zupa, Qupap, rut, Nauoowy, vios.

~ ‘bapes, Xpwrros: which are, in English—Zeralh, Tamar,
" and Nahshon, son, Pharcs, Christ.

. (Feature 22): of which 14, 0r 2

These seven words, moreover, have 14 SYLLABLES, or
2 sevens (Feature 21), and 35 letters or 5 sevens
sevens, belong to the
common words: «xat, 105, Xpwros; and 21, or three
sevens, belong to the Proper Names: Zapu. Oaqpap
Naavowrv, Papes”™ (Feature 23).

§ 7. Some of the 39 Vocabulary words occur in only
one form (see note 3 above). Thus \Bpaap, Abrakam.
and Aavid, David, being indeclinalile words, are found
in only ope form, even though they occur more than
once here. But ‘Eexwus, Hezckial, is found here in two
forms : ‘Eexiar, ‘Efexwus, the Accusative case and Nomi-
native. So that the Vocabulary of Forus to this
passage has more words than the simple Vocabulary.
Now, of the 49 words of the Vocabulary to this passage
42, or 6 sevens, occur in only one form; while seven
occur in more than one form (Feature 24). And these
seven words occur moreover in this passage 49 times,
or seven (Feature 25) sevens (Feature 26); namely:
‘E{excas, Hezekiah, occurs twice; lordus, Fudah, twice;
lwoas Fosial, twice; Manassch, twice;
o, the, 37 times; Oas, Uzzial, twice ; Zodopwr, Solomon,
twice. These seven words have 21 syllables, or 3
sevens (Feature 27 ; compare Feature 21).

Mavavoiys,

¢ It is worth, noticing that the division between the 17
letters used here, and the seven not used are marked by this numeric
feature : The numeric value of the Greek Alphabet is 3999, or g3
forty-threes. Of this number the 17 letters used here have 2021, or
47 Jorty-threes : the seven letters not used have 1978, or 46 forty-
threes : the unequal halves, with forty-three as their difference..

7 In the New Testament the word Xpuwrros, Christ, isnot, as with
us, a Proper Name. Its meaning is amointed : so that Iyrovs
Xpurros, our Fesus Christ, is Fesus Anointed. The word Christ
belongs in the New Testament to a class of wordsavhich, while not
proper names themselves, but Appellatives, designate a class:
such as Kutoap, Cacsar; and ‘Papaw, Pharaok. They are titles
rather than names. N
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That is to say: Just as the 49 words of the Voca- l
bulary are divided by sevens between vowel words and | ancestors of Jesus three belong to women: Oapap,

consonant words ; between words occurring once and
more than omce; so they are also divided by sevens
between words of one form and those of more than one
Jorm. .

§ 8. It has already been noticed, in {1, that the first
verse of this passage is a sort of title to this Genealogy.
With reference to this fact the 49 words of this
Vocabulary aredivided thus: the Title has seven words ;
the Genealogy itself has 42, or 6 sevens (Feature 28).

Thatis tosay: Just as the 49 words of the Vocabulary
are divided by sevens between vowel words and con-
sonant words, between words occurring once and more
than once; between words of one form and more than
one, so they are also divided by sevens between tie title
and the body of the Genealogy.

§ 9. Of the 49 words of the Vocabulary, seven are
not Nouns ; namely : avros, e ; yervaw, beget ; 8¢, in-turn ;
ex, from ; “ex, at-the time-of ; xar, and ; o, the,® with a
value of 2331, or 333 sevens (Feature 29); and 42 are
Nouns (Feature 30), with a numeric value of 29,358, or
4194 sevens (Feature 31).

Of the 42 nouns, seven are common nouns; namely:
adeAos, brother ; Buvikevs, King ; Bif3Nos, book : yeveos,
begetting, or, birth ; perowkeaia, removal ; vies, Son ; Xpiworros,
Christ (see note 7 above). These have 49 letters,or seven
(Feature 32) sevens (Feature 33); of which again the
first has seven, the last word has seven (Feature 34),
and the middle qne has seven (Feature 35) ; the longest

noun is jerowkecia ; the shortest vios; the two have thus

together 14 letters, or 2 sevens (Feature 36).

Thirty-five of the nouns, or 5 sevens (Feature 37)
are Proper Names. They have g8 syllables or twice
seven (Feature 33) sevens (Feature 39); and they
occur ia this passage 63 times, or g sevens (Feature
40). ’

Ofthe 35 Proper Names, in turn, seven are not male
_ancestors of Jesus; namely BaBvlwv, Babylon, Zapa,

Zerah; ©apap, Tumar, Inoovs, Yesus; Ovpus, Uriak;

PaxaP, Ralab; Povd, Ruth; and 28, or 4 sevens, are
-male ancestors (Feature 41). And these occur in this
passage 56 times, or 8 sevens (Feature 42) even though
they are named heré each twice: David being named
thrice, and Jeconiah only once. ~

" That is to say : the 49 Vocabulary words are divided
by sevens, not only between vowel words and consonant
words; between words occurring once and more than

. once; between words of one form  and more than one

.form; between title and body of the Genealogy; but
also between nouns and non-nouns ; Proper Names and
common mnouns; male ancestors of Jesus, and non-male
ancestors. '

*It is to be noted here that these seven words have c[t‘l.l(ll
syllables (Feature 1) 22 letters, or 2 elevens (Feature 2); of which
the words beginning with a vowel have eleven; and those beginning
with a consonant have eleven (Feature 3) ; while the value of these
seven words, 2331, or 333 sevens is thus divided : the numeric value
" is 37x 3% 19, and one over; the Place Value is 221, or 37 X 3x 2, and
.one under. That is to say: 233t being 7 x 3 x 111, it is divided into

two numbers, each of which is a multiple of 111, within Just one. It
. will be seen later that this sort of division is frequent in Scripture.

|
!
i
|
1

§ 10. Of the seven Proper Names that are not male
Payaf3, Povf. These three names have 14 letters, or 2
sevens (Feature 43). One name is that of a city:
BafuvAwrv. It has seven letters (Feature 44).

That is to say: the 49 words of the Vocabulary to
this passage, or seven sevens, having 266 letters, or 38
sevens, they being divided by sevens between vowels
and consonants (§ 3, above), the women and the city
are specially marked off from the other proper names
by being_apportioned so many sevens of letters to the
women, and to the city respectively. -

§ 11. Of the 49 words of this Vocabulary 14, or 2
sevens, are not found again in Matthew, but are found
again in the New Testament (Feature 75). These 14
words are: Afw, ApwadufB, Apws, Apop, f3u Bhos, Boes,
‘Eopup, Ieoaar, Inf3ys, Mavaoays, Naacowv, Paxaf, Eaduwy,
®Pupes : in English being respectively Abijalk, Aminadab,
Amos, Aram, book, Boes, Esrom, Fesse, Obed, Manasseh,
Naasson, Rahab, Salmon, Phares. Of these 14 words
seven begin with a vowel, and seven with a consonant
(Feature 46). They have 35 syllables, or 5 sevens
(Feature 47), 77 letters, or 11 sevens (Feature 48).
They have a numeric value of 5925, or 1275 sevens
(Feature 49).

The study then of the mere Vocabulary to this pas-
sage brings out no fewer than forty-nine features of
sevens in connection with the distribution of its 49
words : i.c., between vowel words and consonant words ;
words occurring once and more than once; in one form
and more than one; between title and body of the
Genealogy ;” between nouns and non-nouns, Proper
Names and common nouns; male ancestors and non-
male ancestors; between words occurring again in
Matthew, and words not occurring again. In all these
and a number of other details: there is a marked

"division by sevens to the extent of 49 distinct features:

one feature for every one of the 49 words.

s

§ 12. It has already been seen above (see note 5)
that the Vocabulary of Forus is nearly always different
from the ordinary Vocabulary. The 49 words of the
Vocabulary to this passage occur accordingly in 58
forms. If now every scventh form of these 53 be taken
out in their alphabetical order, we have Avug, yererews,
ere, Inoov, lucadar, Naucowr, Zedpwy, viov: in English
Asaph, of-birth, at-the-time-of, of Fesus, Fehoshaphat,
Naasson, Salmon, of-a-son. Their numeric values are :
702, 1268, 95, 688, 1312, 1302, 1121, 380. _ Their sum is
7868, or 1124 sevens (Feature 50); of which the FirsT
and the LasT have 1582, or 226 sevens (Feature 5.
Compare Feature 34). .

The VocaBuLary Worp which occurs most frequently
in this passage is 6, the. Its numeric value is 70, or
7X2x 5—a multiple of seven (Feature 52); and the
sum of its factors, 14, is 2 sevens (Feature 53). The
Forym which occurs in this passage most frequently is
tov, the in tHe accusative case. Its numeric valueis 420,
or 6o sevens (Feature 54), of which the vowel has 7o,
or 1o sevens ; and the consonants have 350, or 50 sevens
(Featuré™s5). The longest Form' pcroiwkerias, of-re-
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moval, has a numeric value of 861, or 123 sevens
(Feature 56). The rFIrsT alphabetical form, Afia,
Abijalh, has a numeric value of 14, or 2 sevens (Feature
57); the vrast, Xpwrov, of-Christ, has 1680, or 240
sevens (Feature 58).

§ 13. The number of wokDs in this passage is 172°.

1f every seventh™word of these 172 words be taken out

in the order of its occurrence in the passage, there are
obtained 24 of them with their numeric: values as
follows : 680, 9, 420, §, 25, 1145, 9, 420, 1121, 704, 508,
426, 419, 770, 283, 376, 1812, 9, 420, 802, 376, 1041, Q,
1171. Their sum is 12,964, or 1852 sevens (Feature
59. Compare Feature 350); of which® again every
seventh number is: g, 770, 376. Their sum is 1155, or
165 sevens (Feature 60), of which again the middle
number has 770, or 110 sevens?®, and the two outside
numbers have 383, or 55 sevens (Feature 61).

The sum of these 25 numbers is, moreover, thus
divided ; Three of these values occur more than once;
‘namely : g, 420, 376. Their product is 8os, or 7 x 5 23.
“This number is not only itself a multiple of seven
(Feature 62): but, the sum of its factors, 35, is also §
sevens (Feature 63). And again: of this'number 8og,
the middle one, 420, is 6c sevens, and the two outside
numbers have 383, or 55 sevens (Feature 64. Com-
pare Feature 61).

"Of these 24 numbers, the three values g, 420, 376,
occurring more than once each, occur together ten
times. The numbers that occur only once each are
14, or 2 sevens (Feature 63). .. -

The number of words in this. passage, 172, is, as
stated before, 4 forty-threes. 1f now every forty-third
-word- be taken out, we  have: ‘Ecpup, eyervyaey, Ofav,
BafuvAwros.. These four words, Hezrom, begat, Usziah,
of-Babylon have in the Greek 28 letters, or 4 sevens
(Feature 66), of which the first two have 14, or 2
sevens, and the last two have 14 (Feature 67). And
again the FIRST and LAST have 14, and the two middle

.. ones have 14 (Feature 68. Compare Features 34: 5,

58 61, 64). T . -
§ 14. Six words in this passage beom wnh the
) ROUGH BREATHING(*);11 namely : ‘E{excav,’ E(’cmac,‘Ecrpwl,t,
‘Eopup, viov viov: Hezekiah, Hezekiah, Hezrom, Hezrom,
of-a-son, of-a-son. The sum of their numeric values
98, 248, 1145, ‘1145, 880, 880, is 4396, -or 628 sevens
-(Feature 6g). ~The sum of its factors 7+2-1-2+157, is

r68 or 24 sevens (Feature 70).

“The two. proper names begrnnmg with the rough
breathmg,— “E¢exias, ‘Eopup, have as “their . numeric
. values 248 and 1145. Their sum is 1393, or 197 sevens
(Feature 71); of which the vowels have 826, or 118
- sevens; and the consonaats have /567, or 81 sevens

9172 is ¢ forty-threes.
passage see note 6 above.

10 Observe that 770 is 7 X II xsxz and 335 is 7x11X5; the
_division here is not only by sevens, but also by 11 X5, Of §5.

For the presence of forty-thrces in this

. 11 The Greekshave no letter corresponding to our *“ k. " Inits plaee

: 'they have an inverted comma(* ) placed over the vowell

them the additional sound ol “h." Thusa isa; but d is ha; ¢ is ¢,

- "but & is he; w is 5, but & is ks, &c. This inverted comma over
"+ a vowel is called the rough breathing. —

- - -1
~

This gwes“

" seveps is either accrdental or designed.

(Feature 72). \Vhile the three forms in which these
twonames occur have a numeric value of 1491, or 213
sevens (Feature 73), the addidonal form ‘Efexiwar
(Hezekiah, in the accusative case) having a numeric
value of 98, or 7x7x 2, -a multiple of seven sevens
(Feature 74). And of this number again the vowels
have 21, or 3 sevens; and the consonants have 77, or
11 sevens (Feature 75).

$ 15. The first two words of this passage, 8¢8Aos
yeverews a book of begetting, or Genealogy, . are really its
title. This phrase has 14 letters or 2 sevens (Feature
76), and a numeric value of 314 and 1268, i.e., 1532,
which is 226 sevens (Feature 7,), of which Every
SEVENTH LETTER has 3 and 200, i.e., 203; which is
29 sevens (Feature 78. Compare Features 5o and s9).
The numeric value of this phrase, 1532, or 226 sevens,
is, moreover, thus divided: the 1st, 3rd, sth; 7th,
gth, 11th, and 13th letters have 1127, or 23 sevens
of sevens (Feature 79); the 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 10th,
12th and 14th, have 453, or 65 sevens (Feature 80).

The rirsT worD of the whole passage is [¢S\os,
Book ; the last is BaBvAwvos, of Babylon. Their numeric
valuesare 314 and 1555. The value of these two words
is 1869, i.c., 267 sevens (Feature 31); of which the
vowels have 1351, or 193 sevens ;.and the consonants
have 518, or 74 sevens. (Feature S2).

$ 16. Of the 28 (or 4 sevens)- male' ancestors of
Jesus in this passage, ‘Aavd, David, and Iexovias,
_‘}'ecomah are the only ones whose -names do not occur
here twice : David occurring thrice, and fecoma/: only .
once (see § g). The numeric values of these two names,

. 419 and 946, have for their product 1365, or 7 X3 X 5x 13,

—a multiple of seven (Feature 83), and the sum of its
factors is 28, or 4 sevens (Feature 84).

-3 17. There are thus in this passage of 172 words,
with a Vocabulary of only 49 words, at least!® &4
features of sevens, nearly two features of sevens for every
one of the 49 Vocabulary words ; and neaﬂy one feature
of severs for every two words of the 172 in this pas:age.

§ 18 _The presence “here of these 84 features’ of,
It enher just.
happened by chance, or it was deliberately put in here
12 A¢ least. When this mvestng.mon of the<fumeric structure of
this passage was begun, the writer thought the finding of; say, a

dozen “features” of sevens here, already startling. When after a fresh
examinaton of this passage he found a dozen more, he was amazed.

. Since then, every fresh look at the passage brings out-more features.
- of sevens, so that the number has now reached not thres ‘dozen, nor

even four dozen, but seven dozen of features of sevens.” And there’
is no certainty” whatever that further search Will prove the present
analysis to be exbaustive. A hint of what vast fields may yet be
explored is given in Notes 8, g and 10, above, in connection with the~
elevens and furty-threes.. But the following numeric feature may be
pointed dut here, even though the consideration of numeric features”
other than sevens must at present te left for a future occasion:—
The number of words in the VOCABULARY is, a8 repeatedly stated, -

49, a multiple of seven. - Their.number of Forwms is 58, or 2 toénty--
nines. . 1f now we ‘add the numeric values ot every seventh word of
the SiMpLE VocaBULARY (which consists of 49 words, or seven
sevens) their sum i8 5220, or 130 twenty-nines. While if we add the
values of every seventh word of the Vocapurary oF Forms (which
consists of 58 words, or 2 twenty-nines) their sum is 7868, or 1124
sevens. 1f the numeric values had been reversed the sevens going
to the sevens, and the twenty-nines to the twenty-nines, this in it-
sclt would have zlready been remarkable; but the inversion: the
_ sevens going to the twenty-nines, and the twenty-nines_to the
sevens, make the symmetry far more stnkmg. T

‘.
-, - N
. .
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by some Minp. There is no alternative. These
numeric phenomena are here by sheer chance, or they
are consciously, and deliberately designed by some
Intelligence. . T -
1f not designed, the presence of these ‘84 features of
sevens is due here wholly to chance. Now the chance
for 84 features of sevens to happen together, as here, can
be calculated, though rather laboriously. Seven times
84 is 588. With this number as the beginning of a
" series, we go back therewith 84 numbers, thus.
588 x 587 x 586 % 585X 584X . ... X .. 507X 506X 505.
The' product of these 84 numbers multiplied into each
other is then to be divided by the productof 2x 3 x4 x
5X6X . . X oo X ... 81X82X83%84.
After cancelling the numbers up to twenty, and
going back only to 576 (thirteen out of the 84 numbers)
there are still left the following: 587 X 577X 571 X 293 X
193X 191 X 143 X 115X 97X 73X 53X 29X 17. The pro-

duct of these numbers would already give a number of |

some twenty-five figures. The whole calculation-would
give a number the length of which would cover several

|
|
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lines of this page. And in this vast number (practically\:

" InrINITY) there would be only one chance that these 84
features of sevens just happened here rather than were
designed by some Mind. .

It would be theoretically improper to say that this
one chance, in a practically infinite number, did not
occur here. But the human mind is so constructed

{ 19. A most elaborate numeric design of sevens
thus runs through the first eleven verses of Matthew.
The number of words in the Vocabulary is not chosen
at random, but by—sevens. The vowel words.and;-
consonant words are chosen, not at random; but by—
sevens.. The number ot letters in these 49 words, the
vowels, the consonants are counted out by sevens,
And so on through the entire list. Words occurring
once, words occurring more than once ; words occurring
in one form, and these occurring in more than one;’

-

* The chance for any two numbers being multiples of seven is
only one in g1. Thus let there be fourteen balls in a bag marked
respectively 1, 2,3, 4, 5.6, 7, 8,9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, and it be
required to draw by chance, together, numbers 7 and 14, the only
two multiples of seven. Left to chance the drawings might be 1, 2;
1, 3; 1,4; 1,55 1,6; and so on tory. Then 2,3; 2, 4; 2, 5;
2,6; 2,7; and so on to 14, till all possible combinations by twos
are exhausted. The number of these combinations will be found to
be g1, so that the combination required to be drawn, 7, 14, has only -
one chance in g1. So that if the chance for a number of words in
this passage being 175, or 25 sevens, is only one in seven, the
chance for, say, their occurring at the same time in 133 forms, er
19 sevens, is only one in gI1. .

** The chance for any three numbers. being multiples of seven is
only one in 1330. For if it be required to draw together the only
three aumbers that are multiples of seven, namely, 7, 14, 21, from a

- bag of 21 balls which are numbered respectively 1, 2, 3, etc,, to 21,

that it refuses to admit practically the possibility of -

this one chance taking place here ;—and, accordingly,
in all such cases, rational men agree to treat the occur-
rence of this one chance here as impossible ; and there-
fore the presence of these 84 features of sevens here is
treated as due not to chance, but to pesign. 13

13 The following letter explains the method of “arriving at the
result given in the text, according to the doctrine of chances:—

“You ask' me to *‘write out the rule or formula for the law of
Probabilities so that we can print, and enable those who care, to
figure out the chances of a #* Coincidence " for themselves. Make
it as plain and simple as possible.’ ’

* [ can do no better than to send you the proof sheets”from my
forthcoming * The Last Twelve Verses of Mark : Their Genuine-
ness Established,’ where, after enumerating 14 features of sevens
(Number of words iq Passage 175 =7 x 25; Vocabulary g8=7x7x2;
Forms 133=7 X 19, etc., etc.) Isay:— o

“ The presence of these fourteen features of sevens can be
accounted for in only two ways: they are either mere coiucidences,
accidental, or they are designed. There is no alternative. If not
designed by some intelligence, they have come into this passage by
sheer chance. And if not here by sheer accident, they are here by

. design. Now the chances for anything just happening, being
- undesigned, are readily calculated. What are the chances for these
fourteen features of sevens being here mere coincidence, purely
accidental rather than designed ? . ST
¢ Only one number in seven is a multiple of seven, and the chance
" for any number being a multiple of seven is only one in seven:
.. since the other six numbers that are not multiples of seven have as
": good a chance to merely happen here as the one that is a multiple
- "of seven.” . ) ' o . .
- "."é Let a bag contain seven balls numbered- respectively 1, 2, 3, 4,
. 6, 7. If it were required that ball number 7 be drawn from the
" .bag without looking at the balls, the required ball may be drawn at
. the first attempt, or it may not be drawn till the twentieth; but in
" the long run it will be found that ball number 7 will be drawn on an
* average not okener than once in seven times; and this would also
" be the case with the other six balls. So that, if the choice for the
the number of words in this pussage be left to mere chance, the
- numbers 172, 173, 174, 176, 177, 178, which are not multiples ot
- seven have as good a chance to merely happen here as the number
175, which is a multiple of seven; and its chance for merely happen-
ing here, being undesigned, is accordingly only one in seven.

there will be found no fewer than 1330 possible combinations of
three numbers each: 1,2, 3; 1,2, 4; andsoontor1, 2, 21. .Then
2, 3, 45 2, 3, 5; andsoonto2,3,21. Then3, 4,5; 3, 4,6; and
so on through the 1330 possible combinations. If, therefore, the
chance tor the number of words in this passage and of its forms,
being both multiples of seven, is only one in g1 the chance for the
Vocabulary :o this passage having at the same time a number of
words that is a multiple of seven is only one in 1330.

“In other “‘words: the chance for—any one feature of sevens

|- merely happening here is only one in seven ;_for any two to happen
' together, only one in g1 ; for any three, only one in 1330. . -

*“The chance for every additional feature of sevens merely happen-
ing here, rather than being designed, diminishes each time a large
number of times in accordance with a definite though rather com-
plicated formula of Permutations and Combinations. The chan:ze
for four features of sevens is thus only one in 20,475; for five, one
in 324,632 ; for six, one in 5,245,786 ; for seren, one in 85,000,584 ;
for eight, one in 1,420,494,075 ; for nine, one in 23,667,689,815 ; for
ten, one in 396,704,524,216; for elezen, one in 6,681,687,099.710;
for fourteen, one in 32,626,924,340,528,840; the chance for each
additional feature diminishing sonie sixteentold.

*¢ The presence, then, of these fourteen features of sevens here has
only one chance in nearly thirty-two thousand millions of
millions for merely happening without design. Now when the
chances against a thing merely happening 1un into hundreds of

. thousands, it is already deemed highly improbable for it to happen.

And when it runs into hundreds of millions, it is accepted as
practically impossible to happen. But here the chances against
these fourteen features of sevens being accidental are not hundreds of
millions, but millions of millions. These sevens are, therefore,
here not by chance, but by design. _ - :

* Now the Formula for this result is obtained thus: For, say,
14 features of sevens Begin with 7 x 14, which is g8. &Go back from
here 14 times thus: - :
g8xlgjzx95x95 X 94 X93X92X9I XgoX8gx88x87x86x8s.

¢ Divide the product by 1 x2x3x4x5X6Xx7x8xg9xX10X 11X 12

"X 13X 14 from 1 to 14. The result is the number of chances against

14 features of sevens being a coincidence.
** Therefore the rule is : - B
*(1)" Multiply’ the Feature Number (7, 11, 13, or any other

number under discussion) by the number of-features obtained. )
**(2) With this product as the beginning of an arithmetical pro-

gression, reverse the progression, making it to consist of as many

members as there are features discussed. ' .
*(3) The product of the numbers of this series obtained by

multplying them into each other is then to be divided by the series

1X2X 3, etc., consisting of the'same number of members.
“Thus what are the chances against 13 Features of shirteens

being accidental ? -
‘* Answer 13X 13=169. A series backwards of 13 numbers, with
169 as first is ’
169X ¢ o v e v e X570
2X e i e x13."
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nouns ; Proper Names, male ancestcrs, words occurring
only once under a letter in the alphabet, words with
the rough breathing, numeric values, and the rest—
they are all dealt out here by the writer of this passage

.not at random, but in most measured proportions, by
sevens 1+,

14 The immediate object of this our first chapter is to establish the
fact that the first eleven verses of Matthew are constructed on a
highy elaborate numeric design. This has accerdingly been done
in the text. With some of the important consequences of this fact
the reader may prefer to become acquainted at once :

(a) The 49 words of the Vocabulary being designed, the number
intended by the designer is thus 49 : neither less nor more. Now
if this Genealogy be compared with the genealogies of the Old
Testament, or with the narratives in Kings and Chronicles; it is
found that Matthew omits some names; that is to say: According
to the data of the Old Testament, the number of generations from
David to Jeconiah is greater than according to Matthew. In some
manuscripts the missing generations are accordingly supplied from
the Old Testament. But whatever the reasons that moved the
designer to omit these generations, the omission was designed, and
any alteration of the text here, however apparently rational the
grounds for it, is now, in view of this design, wholly inadmissible.

(6) Turn now to Features 16-18 and 45-49. We find that these
eight features of sevens are in connection with words or forms found
or not found in the rest of the New Testament. That is to say:
certain features of sevens depend on the fact, tor example, that the
form Payaf is not found again in the New Testament. The same
person is named again in the New Testament;
Hebrews.

Paaf, Raab. The form Payaf3 is peculiar to Matthew, and it is
on this fact that some features of sevens are founded. But how did
the designer know that when James and Paul come to speak ot
Rahab, they would not use the same form Paxaf@, butonly Paaf3?

For unless he knew that Puyaf3 is not found again in the New

Testament his design of sevens in this particular case would be

destroyed. '

The designer, therefore, must have in some way had before him
the rest of the New Testament, assuring him that this particular
form Payaf3 is found nowhere else. In other words, if the designer
was Matthew himself, or an editor, this passage with its design was
designed with-the rest of the New Testament already before him.
In other words: if either of these was the desngncr. then this
Genealogy was written last of all the passages of the New Testament.

The same fact is established by the form [(3¢BAos, of which the
designer knew that this particular form is found nowhere else in the
New Testament ; and, by each of the 14 words under features 45-39,
since of each of these the designer knew that they are found again
in the New Testament, even though it was part of the design not to
have them again in the Gospel of Matthew.

(¢) The design thus assures us not only of the integrity ofthe textas
we now haveit, and of the time when it was written: but Features 50,
59 assure us also of the true ordcr of the words in the Vocabulary of

in James, and in
But there she is spoken of not as Pa\a,B Rahab, but

Forms ; since these two features depend on the fact that those words

are every seventh, taken in a]phabem.al order. Now the name for
Obed is in some manuscripts {/3y3, rather than lw@73. This
change would at once derange the order of every seventh form, and
to that extent would destroy these two particular features of sevens.

This conclusion is, moreover, corroborated by the fact that Q378

is one letter Jess than Jw3y5, and features 5-13 would be destroyed
by the change.

(d) The ancient manuscripts have hardly any notation facilitating
the reading of the text, they have not even spaces between the
words, much less the sign for the rough breathing. From the
manuscripts, therefore, we should not know whether itis E{cmus or
Elexwas: Hezckiah, or Ezekiah, Now Features 43-46 and §7-59
show that only these particular words were designed to have the
rough breathing, even though the sign is absent from the oldest
manuscripts. The numeric design thus gives certainty which had

hitherto been obtained from sources cxtrancous to cven the manu-
scripts themselres.

In four distinct matters we have thus, so far, got certainty where
before it was the mere opinion of scholars; and this certainty is
obtained solely from the fact that an claborate design of sevens runs
through this passage. :
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article, we are compelled to hold over other matters
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] St I= — O 1 connection with those who suffered the loss of all
s] O | things? What does the omission say to us?

u - Edltm’lal ﬂ . Is it not to tell us this, and thus to emphasize the
B | necessary difference between this last group and all the
5¥ R — —— = 48] | others who are mentioned in this chapter?

HEBREWS XI

XIV.—FAITH'S SUFFERING FOR GOD.
“ AND OTHERS.”
(i.) *“ WERE ToRTURED NOT ACCEPTING DELIVERANCE.”
(v. 35)-
ITH these two words we are introduced to the
‘latter of the last two groups :—Faith's power to
suffer for God:

‘““ But others were tortured not accepting proferved release
sn order that they might attain to a resurrection that was
better [than a release from the torture procured by
apostasy].”

- We must first notice the place that these “others”
occupy in the great theme which is the subject of this
chapter.

These last two groups correspond with the first group
of three—Abel, Enoch and Noah, both being occupied
with reference to God. A glance at the structure wilj
be sufficient to show this.

We are now in a position to attend to the rendering
we have given above of the remainder of the 35th
verse, which, in our last chapter, we saw was wrongly
divided so as not to sufficiently and properly distinguish
the two groups.

We must therefore break up the verse, and commence

"this last group with the words
‘*“ But others.”

It is not merely ‘‘and others.” A great demarcation
is made, by the word * but,” between the conquering
and the suffering group ; between those who overcame
through faith in God’s power to strengthen, and these
“others ”” who were overcome and remained faithful in

through their faith in God's power to

sustain.

This brings us to the heart of our subject, and shows
. us the nature of the faith'in question.

It is remarkable that no mention is made. of the
“faith” of those in this last group. There is in the
former group ; * Who, through faith, subdued kingdoms,
T &e

Here, it is simply, ‘“ But others were tortured,” &c.,
with no reference to their faith! At the end of all itis
added in words, which include them with the whole of
* the “ great cloud of witnesses " from Abel onward, “and
. these all, having obtained a good report through faith.”
How can we account for thxs seeming omission in

It was not ‘‘through faith” that these sufféred, in
the same sense that those overcame and wrought
wondrous works by their faith which was given tothem

as the gift of God.

In this last case they suflered on account of their faith.
The former overcame through believing what they had
heard from God, these latter were overcome on account
of their own faithfulness to God. Of course, they were
able to endure only through God’s sustaining grace.
But the fact thus emphasized points us to the ooe
feature which covers the case of this whole group.

‘Thousands of people bave suffered in similar ways
because of their sins and wickedness as memr among
men. Those who were oot worthl of the world bave
been tortured, have had mockings and scourgings,
bonds and imprisonments. - They have been slain in’
war and executed by the sword for offences against the
state and against their fellows. But these, ‘“others"
whoare referred to here, areinadifferentclass altogether;
for, of these * the world was not worthy " (v. 38). While
some suflered for their faithlessness to their fellow-
men, these suftered for their faithfulness to God.

We are to distinguish this fact. It affects all that
we have to say. It bids us look for the true reason,
and for the practical lesson for our own selves. We
bring God in, and all is clear. It was steadfastness in
their belief of what they heard from God which
brought all their sufferings from man. -

Men bhad no other quarrel with them. Men had
not been injured by them. The tortures and sufferings
which they endured were all and wholly on account of
man's rooted enmity against God and His Word. This
it is which enables us to understand the words used.

Let us look at them:

“ BUT OTHERS WERE TORTURED.”

The word * tortured ” means beaten or cudgelled to
death. The Greek word is ¢ympanizd which means o
beat on a tymfanum or drum. This was an instrument of
torture, being a wooden frame resembling a drum on
which crimindls were stretched to be beaten to death.*
See 2 Macc. vi. 19, 28, 30; vii. 9 (which we shall have
to refer to later). - '

Not accepting the [proffered] liberation ; i.c., on the
condition of apostatizingin order that they might attain
(or obtain) a resurrection, better and far preferable to a
release from torture procured by a denial of their faith,

The word *“ better"" must be taken as referriog either
to the restoration to life mentioned in the earlier part

B Probably, the beating of drums was conjoined with this, in order
to drown the cries of the sufferer.
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of the verse (see 1 Kings. xvii. and 2 Kings iv.); or,
“ better " than the redeeming of it for a while, from
temporal death, on the conditions prescribed.

The Greek reads ‘“ not accepting THE redemption,*
i.c., the deliverance, procured on account of satisfaction
given, which, in this case was recantation and apostasy.

Far *“better " than ransom at this price was death
itself in view of resurrection of whxch they had heard
from God, and believed.

Certain as were their present sufferings, God’s Word
was no less certain, and their faith enabled them to

prefer. the certain future and glorious resurrection to

a continued life on earth, especially in the times in
which they were then living.

It was ‘“better” than a resuscitation or regaining
of their present life, to be again subject to death, and
perhaps to torture.

They had resurrection as their hope, as all godly
Jews had. Paul himself says before his judges: “I ...
have hope toward God which they themselves also allow
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead both
of the just and unjust.” (Acts xxiv. 15). That
“hope " was based on their * faith” (Heb. xi. 1), and
their faith was based on the Word which they had
“heard " from God.

Josephus tells ushow ¢ every good man . . . believes
that God hath made this grant to those that observe
these laws, even though they be obliged readily to die
for them, that they shall come into being again, and, at
a certain revolution of things, receive a better life than
they enjoyed before’ (Josephus Against Agion ii. 31.
Whiston).

It is of course possible that the word * better ” may
refer to the resurrection “ of the just,” and * of life,” as
being better than that ¢ of the unjust’ or, “of con-
demnation.” DBut the word may be “better,” used of
two good things, one of which is better than the other;
rather than of one good—and the other evil.

This is why we have sought out a reference for the
word, more in harmony with the context.

There can be little doubt that the Apostle referred to
the case of *“ Eleazar one of the principal scribes” (in
the days of Antiochus Epiphanes). *“ A man already
stricken in years, and of a noble countenance; was
compelled to open his mouth to eat swine's flesh which
bad been offered to a false god. But he, welcoming
death with renown rather than life with pollution,
advanced of his own accord to the instrument of torture
[the ¢ympanum] but first spat forth the flesh. When
his friends had besought him to spare his life, he stead-
fastly refused and went straightway to the instru-
ment of torture.” (Read 2 Macc. vi. 19-31).

That resurrection was the hope that sustained those
who thus suffered is shown by the account of the

* The word is apolutrisis, which occurs 19 times in the N.T., and
is rendered *‘ redemption ™' g times (Lu. xxi. 28. Rom. iii. 24 ; viii. 23,
1 Cor.i.30. Eph. i. 7, 14; iv. 30. . Col.i. 14. Heb. ix. 15), and
* deliverance "’ once, in this passage.

tendered ** plague '’ (Mark iii. =. 10, 29, 34.

mother and her seven sons, as recorded in z Macc. vii.
who were scourged *(v. 36) as well as tortured.

The second sonin the midst of his tortures exclaimed
to Antiochus “ Thou, miscreant, dost release us out of
this present life, but the King of the world shall rasse up

‘us, who have died for His laws unto an eternal

renewal of life ” (2 Macc. vii. g).

« Likewise, the third son, who when he put forth hxs
tongue to have it wrenched out as his brother’s had
been,” stretched forth his bands courageously, and
nobly said “ From heaven I'possess these ; and for His
laws’ sake I contemn these; and from Him I hope to
recesve these back again” (v. 11).

The fourth son, in like manner, ‘“ being come near to
death he said thus: ¢ It is good to die at the hands of
men and look for the hopes which are given by God,
that we shall be raised up again by Him ; for, as for thee,
thou shalt have no resurrection unto life’” (v. 14).

If these were the hopes of godly Jews who bhad
returned from the home of Babylonian traditions which
would do away with resurrection as a hope, we may be

' sure that those who suffered under Jeroboam, Ahab,

Jezebel and Manasseh had the same blessed hope, and
looked on resurrection as better than release from
torture at the price of apostasy.

ul e o=
| Bible Word Studies. |
uf S —c >0

By James CHRISTOPHER SMITH.

No. 1.

N the Scriptures of Truth, words are used with
I wonderful uniformity of meaning. The benefit of
this is often lost in translations. Translators frequently
use different words for the same Hebrew or Greek
word for the mere sake of variety of expression. The
Word of God ought not to be so treated. And if it is
so treated, to a certainty we shall be losers by the
process.

In the series of words we are about to study, we shall
have ample illustration of the truth of the above state-
ments. Increasingly it is our conviction that we must
define our terms and keep strictly to what the Bible
really says, in ¢ words which the Holy Spirit teaches.”

The Greek word translated by * dispensation ” is of
great importance, and will well repay careful study. We
speak and write of Dispensational Truth: the word
“dispensation;” however, does not quite bear out what
we mean by that form of teaching: but when we see
the exact significance and application of this word we
shall value Dispensational Truth all the more.

Let us first of all get the word and its cognates, with
their linguistic value and use, in the New Testament.

There are three words, all from the same roots,

% DISPENSATION."

*Not the same word as in v. 35, but the ordinary word for
scourging (mastix), 8o rendered only in Acts xxii. 24. Elsewhere
Luke vii. 21).
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which we must put side by side so as to reach exact
and reliable teaching.

The first is the verb otkonomes.

The second is the noun oikonomos.

The third is the noun oikonomia.

Any reader can see that in letters and sound these
words are very much alike, only in the two letters at
the ends do they differ. The apalysis of one, therefore,
will show the radical significance of them all.

They are compound words, made up of two much
used Greek terms, namely, otkos, ‘“a house,” or house-
hold: and momos, ““a law,)’ or “rule.”” The noun
oikonomia, accordingly, bears the significance of the
law of a house, or the administration of the affairs of a
household, (Compare Gen. 15. 1). It is exactly given
in our word “ stewardship.”

Correspondingly, the word otkonomos bears the sense
of administrator of a house or steward of a household :
and, in the same way the word otkonomes expresses
tie exercise of such a stewardship or administration.

The verb oikonomes occurs just once : (Luke 16, 2).

The noun oikonomos occurs ten times, as follows:
Luke 12. 42; 16. 1, 3, 3. Rom. 16. 23. 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2.
Gal. 4. 2. Titus 1. 7. 1 Peter 4. 10.

The noun oikonomia occurs eight times, namely:
Luke 16. 2, 3, 4. 1Cor. 9. 17. Ephes. 1. 10; 3.2. Col.
1.25. 1 Tim. 1. 4.

Here, then, is the information we need: here is the
New Testament usc of these words: here are the data
from which alone we can reach the truth conveyed by
these terms.

It will be seen that oikonomos is consistently rendered
“steward,” with two exceptions, viz., Rom. 16. 23,
where it is chamberlain, and Gal. 1.2, governor. The
word ¢ steward " would be equally appropriate and
correct in these two passages. The one use of the
verb, in Luke 16. 2, is in strict keeping with the

above: ‘“ Thou mayest exercise the office of steward no :

longer.”
Then coming to the word oikonomia, which will
more fully occupy us, we note a peculiar variety of

rendering. In Luke 16. 2, 3, 4, it is correctly rendered
“stewardship.” In 1 Tim. 1. 4, it is translated
“edifying.” There is no excuse for such a misuse of

the word. Here, as elsewhere, it ought to be trans-
lated *¢stewardship ”: not ‘“a godly edifying” but a
“stewardship (or administration) of God.” In the rest
of the passages—(1 Cor. 9. 17; Ephes, 1. 10; 3. 2;
Col. 1. 25)—the word appears as *‘ dispensation.”

One wonders what it was that made-the translators
of the Authorised Version use such a variety of terms
to translate the same Greek word. Evidently they felt
that, in Ephesians and Colossians, the truth therein
taught, demanded some other word than ‘stewardship.’
And whether they meant the word ‘dispensation’ to
express a ¢ime value is not easy to determine. The
English word ¢ dispensation” itself is a compound,
made of two Latin words, meaning to weigh out,
divide out, and cannot, therefore, according to its
etymology, be said to convey a hint of Age-Time.

The Revised Version is no better. It retains the
word ‘‘dispensation” in- these passages but puts
“ stewardship” in the margin. There is perhaps a
far-off affinity of thought between the two words,
inasmuch as a steward in exercising his stewardship
does dispense his master’s goods, and, thus far, it would
express a part, at least, of the content of stewardship.

But it is in modern Biblical exposition that the word
has come to convey the idea of time, and to express
what properly should be called Age-Time teaching.

Our English word ‘‘economy™ almost exactly
transliterates the Greek word and, if it had retained the
Greek meaning, it would have been an’ excellent
translation; but, in the present day the word
“economy’ has come to have largely a domestic as
well as a political reference.

\We fall back, therefore, on the word ¢ stewardship "
(or *“ administration ) as the best translation in all the
passages where the word occurs.

A steward, then, is a persori to whom is committed
or entrusted the management of a household or an
estate, or whatever it is that is put under his care.
This is the meaning in the first place in the Bible

. where the word occurs, namely Genesis 15. 2 (compare

Luke 16. 1-3). And, when we remember how it is
written that ‘it is required in stewards that a man be
found faithful,” we reach a thought which is at the
very heart of the subject before us.

Here we are dealing with Truth, Scripture Truth,
Truth revealed by God and committed to witnesses and
stewards—and this revelation and this committment
according to Age-Time conditions. The thing com-
mitted, therefore, is Truth: and the stewardship is the
stezcardship of Truth : and the faithfulness required is

. faithfulness in regard to the special truth Revealed.

In view of all this, we come to the estimate of the
value of this word as a vehicle of (or expression of) the
mind of God. We think it a fair conclusion tosay that
the ‘ stewardship " mentioned in 1 Tim. 1. 4, refers to
the same subject as in Ephesians and Colossians and
must be interpreted according to the fuller statements
of these two Prison Epistles. Instead of giving heed
to, or being occupied with strange teaching, and myths,
and genealogies (things which give rise to useless
questionings) we are rather to be occupied with God's
stewardship of truth calling upon the exercise of our
faith. Revealed truth is not something to debate about,
but something fo be believed.

Taking 1 Tim. 1. 4 in this way, it will be seen that
the references in 1 Cor. 9. 17; Ephes. 1. 10and 3. 2;
and in Col. 1. 35 have to do with two subjects, viz., the
Gospel, and the Secret (or Mystery)

1st. THE GospPeL.

This is the subject of the whole paragraph in 1 Cor.
9. 1-23. \What is called, in verse 12, ‘‘the gospel of
Christ,” is named eight times in the verses that follow,
finishing with the striking words, ‘“ And everything I
do on account of the Gospel that I may become its
partner.” This is Paul's gospel whose solemn
authority he regards as so sacred that, in Gal. 1. 8, g,
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he pronounces a ban on those who would preach a
different gospel.

And in this place, also, the dominant authority of it,
as a revelation from God, commands the Apostle’s mind
and conscience in such a way that a woe rests on him
if he does not preach it (v. 16). And why so? Because,
as he adds, in v. 17, *“ If I am doing this of free choice,
I have a reward; but if not of choice, I am entrusted
with a stewardship.” This Gospel was a *“stewardship
of God " to him, and hence to deal double in handling
it, or to preach it from false motives, would convict him
of guilt-as.being an unfaithful steward.

Now let us carry this with us to the next subject,
namely,

2nd. THE SECRET.

We cannot here attempt to exrpound the passagesin
Ephes. 1. 10; 3. 2; and Col. 1. 25 it is enough to point
out how all these verses refer to ‘“ The Secret,” and the
contexts sufficiently explain them. The point to
specially mark is that Paul emphasises the fact that
the revelation of this * secret ”” wasa definite « steward-
ship of God,” (like the ““gospel " in 1 Cor. 9). It was
new truth;
was a new stewardship. In Ephes. 1. g, 10, he speaks
of the ‘secret of God's will,” with a view to * a
stewardship belonging to the fulness of the seasons’
and explains this as a ‘ heading up of all things in
Christ.”

The time for the administration of this secret was not
yet come, but it is already a matter revealed and made
known,

But when we come to Ephes. 3. 2, and Col. 1. 25, we:

are dealing with a secret and a stewardship concerning
ourselves, as members of the body of Christ, and the
administration of which is now present and which
specially characterises God’s testimony in this Age.

In Ephes. 3. 1-7, he declares that he is *“ the prisoner
of Christ Jesus in behalf of the Nations" (Jews, as
such, are no more mentioned) ; that the *stewardship
of the Grace of God, bestowed on him, for them,” con-
cerned the Secret given by revelation, ‘’the Secret of
the Christ,” (v. 5), thus unfolding further the manifold
wisdom of God and our complete heirship and co-
partnership with and in Christ, in onebody. Thisis our
present place and portion: this stewardship is to be
" administered now and committed “to faithful men’
(2 Tim. 2. 2)

So, also, in Col. 1. 24-27, the Apostle says that all
his sufferings were on behalf of Christ’s body, the
- assembly: and he adds, * of which I became a servant,

a mlmster, according to the stewardship of God, whlch
was given to me for you, to set {ully forth the Word of
God—the Secret . . . hidden from the ages . . . but
" has now been manifested to His saints.’
Thus we come into clear sight of some of the
_stewardships of Grace and Glory committed to this
wonderful witness of Christ. ,
The subject is particularly helpful in showing how
different stewardships of truth may be running in
parallel lines during the same Age.

it was never known before; and hence it :

The twelve Apostles had a stewardship of testimony :
and Paul had other and further bestowments of grace
and stewardships of Truth; but we see them being
administered, side by side, during the Pentecostal
Epoch, until Israel ceased to be dealt with as a nation
and the sign-gift testimony was superseded. After that
the full blaze of the testimony that concerns us burst
out, and found final expression in the Prison Letters.

We have a parallel to this in the long period during
which Israel was under the Law of Moses. New truth
came in and was stated, as- the promises concerning
David’s throne and Kingdom: and the ‘“oath ":con-
cerning the new priesthood after the order of
Melchsiedec ; but while these things were revealed and
spoken, they did not, at that time, free Israel from
obligation to obey the Sinaitic Covenant and “the
Mosaic ceremonial law. Thus we see, there, two
stewardships of Truth running side by side, just as we
see the same thing in the Acts of the Apostles.

There is no violent break in the passing and coming
of Age-Times: but, in the working of God, and. in His
overruling of events, there does come a time when the
testimony of one Age ceases, and the testimony of
the one that succeeds it, holds the field and dominates
the new Epoch.

Let us learn from all truth in all ages; but let us
see that we know the mind of God in the stewardshlps
of truth that specially concern ourselves, in the Age
now present! As Paul says: “ The Grace of God
bestowed on me for you.”

g[ Jumn] ] —t 1 g
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" “THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF
CHRIST.”
II. THE CREATOR.

T is only the fool who says there is no God, and
Paul declares,that men are without excuse for
Atheism or Agnosticism, since the ‘“ invisible things of
God since the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being perceived through the things that are made,
even His everlasting power and D1v1n1ty (Rom._l.
20, R.V.).

But though in the objects around us there is proof
enough of a Creator, God has not left us without direct
testimony in Hls Word. When theologians are unable
to establish their traditions from Scnpture. they resort

to inference, and assert that they are assumed there.

Not so Jehovah. Though a Creator can be inferred
from the works of His hand, He repeatedly asserts
Himself to be such, just as He proclaims His Divine
attributes. We are not left to assume or argue them,
The Word declares them.

Is it omnipresence? *Am I a God at hand, saith
the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any hide him-.
self in secret places that I shall not see him ? saith the
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Lord! Do not-I fill heaven and earth? saith the
Lord ™ (Jer. 23. 23, 24).

-Is it omniscience ? * The eyes of the Lord run to
and fro through the whole earth" (2 Chron. 16. g).
“ [ know the things that come into your mind " (Ezek.
11.5). *He revealeth the deep and secret things; He
knoweth whar is in.the darkness, and the light dwelleth
with Him " (Dan. 2. 22).

Is it cmnipotence? ‘Is anything too hard for the
Lord " (Gen. 18. 24 ; Jer. 32. 27)?

Is it immortality ? I lift up my hand to heaven,
and say, I live for ever " (Deut. 32. 40). * Hast thounot
heard that the everlasting God, the Lorp, fainteth
not?" (Isa. 40. 28). “ Who only hath immortality "
(1 Tim. 6. 16).

-So too with creation. Jehovah challenges Job with
the question, ' Where wast thou when [ laid the
foundations of the earth ? " (Job. 38. 4). All the four
chapters (38—41) are filled with assertions by Jehovah of
His creative power, and the result is seen in Job's con-
fession, *“ I know that Thou canst do everything, and
that no thought of Thine can be hindered ” (ch. 42. 2,
margin). ‘ ;

See, too, the repeated testimony in Isaiah. ¢ To
whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal ?'saith
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold
Who hath created these things, that bringeth out their
hosts by number; He calleth them all by names by the
greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power ;
not one faileth” (Isa. 40..25, 26). “Thus saith God
‘the Lorp, He That created the heavens and stretched
them out; He That spread forth the earth and that
which cometh out of it; He That giveth breath to the
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein”
(ch. 42. 5). * Thus saith the Lorp, thy Redeemer,
and He That formed thee from the womb, I am the
Lorp That maketh all things, That stretched forth the
heavens alone; That spreadeth abroad the earth by
Myself" (ch. 44. 24). ¢ Thus saith the Lord unto the
_house of Israel. . . . Seek Him That maketh the seven
stars and Orion" (Amos 5. 4, 8). These are some of
the direct assertions by the Lord Himself of His work
- in *“creation.’

The testimonies of His servants inspired by His
Spirit are multitudinous. We can only give the
references to a few of them. Pss. 94. g; 95. 5, 6;
124. 8; 134. 3; 136. 5-9; 146. 6; Prov. 16. 4; Jer. 10.
11-13; Jonah 1. 9; Zech. 12. 1.

Before leaving this part of the subject, we must call
attention to the recognition of God as the Creator in the
prayers of His people The scoffer says, If God knows
everything, what is the use of telling Him what He
knows already ? In our praises and thanksgivings, our
prayers and supplications, we know we are telling Him
what He knows already. But itis His due to be enquired
of, and to be acknowledged. It is the recognition of the
proper relationship of dependence in which we stand to
Him. Itis His right to be not only praised for what
"He has done for us, but also to' be adored for His
glorious character and His mighty works.

|

- too, Ethan in Ps. 89.

Hence Asaph cries, “ The day is Thine, the night

' also is Thine, Thou hast prepared :the light and the

Sun. Thou hast set all the borders of the earth; Thou
hast made summer and winter?" (Ps. 74. 16, 17). So,
11, 12 and Moses in Ps. 90. 2.
The Afflicted One of Ps. 102, thinking of his. brief life,
breaks forth into adoration in the words, *“ Of old Thou
hast laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens
are the work of Thy hands.- They-shall perish, but
Thou shalt endure; yea, all of them shall'wax old as a
garment ; as a vesture shalt" Thou change them, and
they shall be changed; but Thou art the same, and
Thy years shall have no end " (verses.25-27).

Listen to Nehemiah :—¢* There, even Thou, art Lord
alone; Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens,
with all their host, the earth, with all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that is therein; and Thou
preservest them all; and the host of heaven worship-
peth Thee” (Neb. 9. 6); or to Hezekiah when he
spread Rabshakeh’sletter before the Lord (Isa. 37. 16) ;
or to Jersmiah when he had completed the redemption.
purchase of Hanameel's land in Anathoth, on which
the King of Babylon’sarmy was encamped (Jer. 32. 17).
It were well if in our prayers to-day there were more
of such adoration of God for what He is, quite apart
from our needs and His provision for meeting
them,

With reference to the glory of Christ in Creation, we
are taught tbat “all things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made ”
(Jobn 1. 3); that “ by Him were all things created, that
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers; all things were created by
Him, and for Him' (Col. 1. 16). See also Heb. 1.
2, 8,.10. )

The relationship between the Father and the Son
in creation, as in all His works, is indicated in the
words “ My Father worked hitherto, and I work,” and
when the Jews were angered at this, for they understood,
and rightly, that it was a claim to equality with God,
He added ¢ The Soucan do nothing of Himself but
what He seeth the Father do; for what things soever
He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise’ (Jobn 5.
17, 19). This was His usual method of dealing with
objectors. Insteadof softening the statement that gave
offence, He repeated or emphasized it. See the con-
versation in John 6. 26-65, and note the hard sayings
reiterated in vv..37, 44, 62, 65.

" The words in John 5. 17,19 show that the plan of
creation was the Father’ s, while "the Son was the
executive power. We read in Prov. 8. 30, “ There I
was by Him, as one brought up with Him,” which the
R.V. renders ‘* as a Master-workman.” Gesenius says
the Hebrew word is connected with a verb which
means, ‘ to prop, stay, sustain,” and hence “ such as
one may safely lean on.” Hence it is translated
“nurse’ in Ruth 4. 16, and 2 Sam. 4. 4 (¢f. Isa. 49. 23).
It is undoubtedly akin to the word * Amen,” which-
has the same letters as the verb to which Gesenius
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refers, only with diflerent vowel points. How
beautifully it describes Him Who could be relied on to
carry out the Father's purposes, the Amen, the Faithful
and True Witness, Whom He called ¢ Mine Elect, in
Whom My soul delighteth,” Who will not fail nor be
discouraged.

Just as He bore a true testimony, speaking the
words the Father had given Him, sealing His witness
to the truth by witnessing before Pontius Pilate a good
confession, so He had, long before, faithfully carried out
the Father's purpose in creation, and the perfectness,
the order, the beauty, the grandeur of its vastness, the
exquisite faultlessness of its minute detail are the
result. }

Wisdom is the name He adopts in* connection with
creation (Prov. 8. 12). There, as well as in redemption,
He is the wisdom of God as well as the power of God
(1 Cor. 1. 24).

Well may we cry with the Psalmist, ¢ O Lorp, how
manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made
them all ; the earth is full'of Thy riches” (Ps. 104. 24) ;
and ascribe praise to Him Who alone doeth great
wonders, to Him That by wisdom made the heavens
(Ps. 136. 4, 3)

‘The Almighty Himself challenges this acknowledg.
ment. Elibu had asked Job, “ Dost thou know the
balancing of the clouds, the wondrous works of Him
\Which is perfect in knowledge” (ch. 37. 16); ard the
Lorp repeated the question when He demanded,
““\Who can number the clouds in wisdom, or, who can
stay the bottles of heaven?” (ch. 38. 37)

How marvellously is the wisdom of the Creator seen
in the adaptation of the different parts of the frame of
His creatures to the conditions of their existence. In
one of the Bridgewater Treatises by Sir Chas. Bell,
the human hand is described, and how the whole frame
is conformed to it. He represents an objector saying
“ The bones and forms of joints you are thus admiring,
so far from being peculiarly suited to the hand of man,
may be found in any other vertebrated animal.” But
that, he says, *“ would only remind us that we erred in
looking at a part only, instead of embracing a compre.
hensive system; where by slight, hardly perceptible,
changes and gradations in tha forms, the analogous
bones were adjusted to every condition of animal
existence.” This variation within slight limits, of
which the Evolutionist makes so much, only proves
that so far from the Creator making e\perxments to
improve His “work, He, Who is perfect in knowledge,
knew the end at which He aimed, and adapted the
frame and organs of His creatures to the varied con-
ditions in which He purposed they should live.

What shall be said of the manifestations of power in
the works of His hands? We can but adduce two
passages in illustration. ‘ In His hand are the deep
places of the earth ; the strength of the hillsis Hisalso "
(Ps. 95. 4). One has only to contemplate a hill sending
out its roots into- the valley to be impressed with the
force of the Psalmist's words. The other verse is Jer-
5. 22, “ TFear ye not Me, saith the Lorp: will ye not

tremble at My presence, which have placed the sand
for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual decree that it
cannot pass it ; and though the waves thereof toss them.
selves, yet can they not prevail.”

And what shall be said of the beauty of His works?
He asks Job, ‘“ Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the
peacock, or wings and feathers unto theostrich ? " And
if the beauty with which He hath clothed the feathered
tribes be such, what of those flowers of the field to
which Hesaid Solomon’s array was not to be compared ?
His lavish hand has filled the earth with these lovely
forms, of which

“Full many a one is born to blush unseen,
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.”
Why were they made, but to delight the eye of those
who were to tread this earth, and for whom His loving-
kindness filled its depths with all its mineral wealth,
and clothed its surface with all that was needed for
their sustenance. ‘ He hath made everything beautiful

in its time " (Eccl. 3. 11).
H. C. Bowker.

Northwood, Middlesex.
(To be continued).

1L ] o] ICC ]

O
Dispensational Exposifions: ﬁ
0

Being a Serics of Studies having Special Reference
to the Epistics of Paul & the Preseut Dispensation.

JC—C3ar -]

[ 1= 1€
o No. 19.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DOCTRINE
AND DISPENSATION:
“Q! the Depth of the Riches.”

WE desire in this article to emphasize a somewhat

unobserved distinction that seems fundamental
to a right understanding of Truth, viz., the difference
there is between Doctrinal Truth and Dispensational
Truth. Hitherto we have emphasized the bearing
of the Apostle Paul's commission upon this present
Dispensation. We have insisted upon the sharp
division of his Epistles according as they range them.
selves on either side of the ‘ Ancient Landmark'"—
Acts 28.

We co not, however, deny by any means the perfect
symmetry, or the unity of Paul's Epistles as a whole;
neither do we say that, because the chronolagical order
is so important we therefore discredit any attempt
to show the wonderful teaching observable in the
canonical order of bis writings.

Among theimportant factors of Dispensational Truth,
we cannot but see that the setting up of the kingdom
necessitates at least the King and His subjects. But
now, the King is rejected, the rightful subjects are
« Lo-Amuis” (“not My people ™), and the setting up of
the kingdom has been postponed.

“ It is not for us to know the times and seasons;"
these things lie beyond our limits.

Let us turn to Peter's words in Acts 3, 17

[Joc=—=0o(]

-26. Note
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the two things spoken by the mouth of the Holy
Prophets. * The sufferings of Christ and the glory
that should follow.” From 1 Pet. 1. 11, we gather that
Peter’'s commission did not include the Dispensational
parenthesis. He very plainly tells us soin the second
Epistle. He confesses that there was a long in-
terval between the * sufferings” and the * glories,”
and that some had grown weary of the waiting and had
said ** Where is the promise of His coming?” Peter
koew his Lord sufficiently to know that all would be
well. He says that this long-suffering meant salvation,
but refers his readers to the writings of Paul, saying
that in all Paul's letters there will be found references
to these things in which some are indeed, confessedly,
hard to be understood.

So far as Peter's ministry was concerned, the Jews
asa nation, and the kingdom with its base at Jerusalem,
were its centre and circumference. The book of the
Acts is practically divided up into two grand sections.
In the first section (Chaps. 1-12), Peter is the central

figure; in the second section (Chap. 13-28), Paul :
" quotedahove (3. 1, 2). The Jew isrepresented as saying

is the important figure. Peter's work revolves around
Jerusalem: Paul’s carries him step by step to Rome;
Peter's work in the Acts commences at Jerusalem,
Paul’s, in its full sense, commences at Antioch, in entire
independence of Jerusalem and ¢ The Twelve.” Even
his conversion, and his first witness took place outside
the Land of Israel.

Peter’s first miracle was one of healing :—Paul’s, one

of judicial blinding. Peter’s was symbolic of Israel’s .
' tional section—(Chap. 9), where the context demands

restoration (*‘ then shall the lame man leap as a hart.”
Isa. 35. 6). Paul’s was typical of the effect of Israel's
rejection of the Gospel (“blindness in part bath
happened unto Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in”* (Rom. 11. 25).

After Acts 14, Paul comes into touch with the Jews

and “ the Twelve.” He visits the Jews of the Dispersion, !

going to their sypmagogues, witnessing to them as their
apostate brethren in the land had been witnessed to.

At the same time the Apostle Paul began a work
among the Gentiles, linked with the work among the
Jews, yet in many respects distinct from the ministry
of Peter and “the Twelve.” He founded churches,
addressed to them Epistles, and gradually prepared
them for the mighty upheaval, when the Jew and the
Kingdom would be placed on one side, and the special
work unto which he had been chosen could be under-
taken, unhampered by the affairs of the transitional
Dispensation during which ¢ all the day long the Lord
had stretched out His hands unto a disobedient and
gainsaying people.”

All this we have said before, but we have repeated
ourselves, hoping that those of our readers who were
not in need of the reminder.will bear with it for the
sake of those who may not have seen, or remembered
what has been already written in these pages.

The Dispensational position and teaching of Romans
has been a difficulty with some. One question which
we are asked is, How do we reconcile our statements
asto the hopes of the believer being linked to the Jew,

" next he emphasizes the pre-eminence of Israel.

when in the Epistle to the Romans the opening chapters
seek to dethrone the Jew from his former pre-eminence ?
There is no difference, all under sin. Salvation for
either Jew or Gentile is obtained only through faith in

Christ. Here we have an instance of the need for
discriminating  between @ DISPENSATION and
DOCTRINE.

Let us take an illustration from Romans 3:—

“ What then the SUPERIORITY of the Jew, or
“ What PROFIT is there of circumcision?
“MUCH EVERY WAY.”

At the close of the second Chapter the Apostle had
said that circumcision profited if one kept the law;
but, failing that, circumcision was nullified ; that only
‘““heis a Jew who is so inwardly, and circumcision of
the heart, in spirit, not in letter, whose praise is not of
men, but of God " (Rom. 2. 28, 29).

This has reference to individual standing before
God—in other words this is DOCTRINAL truth.
The Apostle immediately anticipates the objection of
the Jew by stating and answering the question as

‘ If what you say is true, where then is the superiority,
the advantage, the profit of being a Jew ? where is the
benefit of being numbered among the circumcision?”

The Apostle answers ““ MUCH every way!” In one
breath he levels Jew and Gentile in the dust, in the
He
does not in Rom. 3 enumerate their advantages: he
reserves this for the opening chapter of the Dispensa-

the full recognition of Israel's privileges. Here, in
Rom. 3, the Doctrinal section, he dces not give a list of
Israel’s advantages, but selects that one which most
helps the teaching of the Doctrinal position, ¢ First,

© indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God.”

This was a distinct advantage over all Nations. But
the question was What had they done with the trust?
They had betrayed it, as the very next verses show,
and as the scope of the doctrine demands. The
Apostle clinches the argument of Chap. 2. The Jew
having greater privileges had thereby greater responsibil-
ities.” He says that they were “entrusted,” but that
they were ¢ untrustworthy.” The objector is not
allowed to turn the Apostle away from his main
argument. He does not fully answer the questioning
of the faithfulness of God until he reaches Chaps. 9-11.

The next statement of the objector of Rom. 3, reveals
the secret of the misunderstanding. We shall catch the
force better if we read the two related questions with
their answers together.

“ What then the superiority of the Jew, or what
profit is there of Circumcision ? "
(Dispensationally) * Much every way."
* What then. Are we betfer than they ?
(Doctrinally) “NO, IN NO WISE!"

Thus within the space of nine verses the Apostle
positively asserts that the Jew has a superiority, and as
positively denies it. Either he contradicts himself
(which we cannot admit), or else he is speaking of fwo
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" distinct things—which is the very truth we desire to

emphasize. Let thisclear distinction once be seen, and
we shall have many of our difficulties solved at once.

"We fully admit that which must be patent to all,
that “ Romans" is intensely individual so far as the
subjects of justification and salvation are concerned.
The Jew is not justified because he isa descendant from
Abraham ;
could not prove his genealogy. The Jew was not saved
because he was a Jew, and the Gentile could not be
saved by BECOMING a Jew. One need only to read
Gal. 2 and 3 to clear up this point.

Yet, with all this, we believe that « Romans” was
written to a people who were looking for the Kingdom,

(humanly speaking) upon the repentance of the Jewish
nation. This is no more contradictory than Rom. 3. 1,

_ Dispensation.

Rom. 8 was written to the selfsame believers as was
Rom. 11. The one passage gives their indefectible
standing IN CHRIST;
root and fatness of the Abrahamic ¢ Olive Tree.”
the one case we read ‘‘I am persuaded that neither
dedth, nor life shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. our
Lord.”
branches have been broken out, in order that I might
be grafted in. Right! They have been broken out
through unbelief, and thou standest by faith. Be not
high-minded, but fear, if God indeed has not spared the
natural branches, lest it might be He spare not thee
either.” In Rom. 11 a ‘“might be” is allowable. In
Rom. 8 it would be intolerable. The one case is
Dispensational, the other is Doctrinal. The * Olive
Tree' may be cut down, but the believer can never be
separated from his Lord. Abrahamic blessings may
be temporarily withheld, but union w1th Christ is
eternal

It will be seen that much if not all, the doctrinal
teaching of the earlier Epistles of the Apostle Paul is
as much truth for the present time as it was during
the Transitional Period. The Doctrine of the Gospel
has not been diminished; but has been enriched and
amplified by succeeding revelations, “The Gospel of
‘God concerning His Son" Rom. 1, 1 and 2, leading on
to “ The Gospel of the Glory of Christ.” *“The Gpspel
of the Grace of God” being a stepping stone from

. Grace to Glory—*The Gospel of the Glory of the

Blessed God." : : .

"The Dispensational _teaching is treated quite
differently. The present Dlspensation is quite distinct
from all that went before. It is not the Pentecostal
Dispensation developed; that will be the character of
the “time of the end”; it is the unique, unprecedented
“ dispensation of the mystery " and of the unsearch-
able riches of Christ.

Apother important consideration in the study of the
Epistle to the Romans is the distinction observable
between the Nation and the Remnant.

the Gentile is not passed by because he-

In the other we read ¢ Thou wilt say then, the

This we find very clearly in the 9th and 11th Chaps.
Notice how the Apostle approaches ‘* Dispensational
Truth.” There is no idle curiosity here; no hankering
after something new, but in the opening words of
Chap. 9, is evidenced the intense sorrow and anguish of
heart with which the Apostle beheld the culminating
apostasy of this people *“ beloved for the Father's sake.”
He could see the end fast approacbmg He was dictat-
ing the last Epistle he would éver send to a church on
Earth before the mlghty dispensational upheaval came,
setting aside for centuries his beloved nation. He had

i Just brought the Doctrinal section to a glonous
' conclusion—* No separatlon " and “ No'condemnation"’

. to those “in Christ.”

This was connected with no

and whose hopes were dependent for their fulfilment : fleshly rites or ordinances, no legal works of any kind

" whatever.

This corresponds with the first part of the Covenant

2 and 9. The one relates to Doctrine, the other to  récorded in Gen. 17.

Verses 2-8 reiterate such words as *“MY Covenant.”
“J will make,” I will establish,” “I will give,” “I
will be.” This corresponds with the Doctrinal, and

the other their relation to the ' unconditional section, viz.,, Rom. 1-8.

In

Verses g9-14, speak of ‘Thou shalt keep,” \'Iy
covenant in your flesh,” ‘“ He hath broken My cove
nant.” This corresponds to the Dispensational and
conditional section, viz., Rom, 9-11.

The Lord does not say that Abraham had to keep
anything to become an ‘ heir;"” be believed in the
Lord, and the Lord definitely prevented Abraham from
entering into any obligation or compact, by sending
him to sleep, while He alone made the Covenant. (See
Gen. 15). When, however, the Lord speaks of * keep-
ing " and *“doing,” He says ** This is My covenant which
ye shall keep,” and then instructs them with regard to
an ordimance—circumcision, but pot with regard to
His unconditional promise. ~

The ordinance of circumcision was suited to a special
people on the earth ;. they bore a peculiar witness; they
possessed the oracles of God; they enjoyed special
privileges, and also incurred special responsibilities.

The popular fallacy, cherished by tradition, and
nourished by pride, was that, because Israel descended
from the Fathers, they must necessarily be safe. The
advantages of the circumcision over the uncircumcision
were great, but they were Dispensational, and not relative
to salvation, justification, acceptance, or peace.

The initial step for Jew or Gentile was by faith into
life and peace. Having once taken this step, the Jew
could go forward nto blessings which the Gentile
believer was denied. In his pride he forgot that
Abraham wasithe father of MANY NATIONS; that
Abraham was a Gentile before he was a Jew; that
Abraham’s justification ~ came  before Abraham's
circumcision ; and, forgetting this, he ¢ failed to dis-
tinguish the things that differed.” His mistake has
been perpetuated to this very day.

With the thought of the unconditional. salvanon by
grace and its precious fruit of * No separation,” the
Apostle turnos to contemplate his brethiren according to
the flesh,—drifting, drifting further from Him Who
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was their true hope, peace, and salvation :—* I say the
truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing
me witness in holy spirit.”” There is a reason for this
solemn oath-resembling introduction.

Paul's peculiar Dispensation depended, bumanly
speaking, upon the foreseen defection of Israel; and
included a gospel whose terms did not commend it to
the exclusiveness-of the Jewish teaching. This laid
him open to the malice of his enemies, who spared no
pains to damage his name, brand his utterances as
heresy, and generally act in much the same way as
many of our own brethren do to this day, whose eyes
are as keen as that of a lynx to see the slightest
deviation-from the accepted standards, but who have
no eyes or ears for the honest endeavours to rightly
divide the \Vord of Truth.

Thus it is that immediately the Apostle mentions
the Gospel unto which he had been separated, he adds
“ which He had before promised by His prophets in
the Holy Scriptures” (Rom. 1, 1 and 2).

In. Rom. 3. 21, as soon as he declares the grand
foundation of his gospel, viz., “A righteousness of
God apart from law,” he adds ‘““being witnessed by
the law and the prophets.”

This fact may account for such a solemn introduction
to this Dispensational passage. The next two verses
have been variously interpreted. Some have thought
that the Apostle is seeking to show his love for his
brethren; that he emulates Moses as recorded in
Ex. 32. 32, ‘““yet now if thou wilt forgive their sin

and if not blot me I pray Thee out of Thy Book
which Thou hast written.”

There is another rendering of the passage, which is
far more in-harmony with the tenor of the Gospel, and
is expressed in the following translation. ‘I have
great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart for
my brethren, my kinsmen, according to the flesh (for I
used to wish myself to be a cursed thing from Christ).”
The Apostle who had so distinctly said that nothing
could ever separate him from his Lord, would bardly

be expected to utter such a wish as is suggested by the

A.V. rendering in the very next verses.

If we translate the imperfect tense, euchomén—:+ used
to wish,” we shall get nearer to the Apostle’s meaaing-.
He knew what it was to be like his brethren, far oft
from Christ, having no love towards Him. If we will
note the introductory statements of Chaps. 10. and 11,
we shall find the personal and typical character of
Paul’s experience mentioned again.

‘ Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for
" Israel is that they might be saved; for I bear them

record that they have a zeal of God, but not according
to knowledge. For _they, being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and seeking to ‘establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness
.of God. For Christ is an end of law unto righteousness
for every one that believeth.” One has only to read
Phil. 3, to see how parallel Paul's case was with that
of Israel. Paul's conversion also had a typical aspect.
" “I say then, hath God cast away His people? Far

be the thought; for I also am an Israelite, of the seed
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” .

Quite in keeping with the passage, therefore, is the
allusion by the- Apostle to his own past in Rom. 9.
How this would empbasize grace and magnify mercy.
It would show that his present attitude was indeed, not
one of ill-will, but of real sorrow and heartfelt prayer
for his brethren.. .

Before he goes further into the Dispensational
problem, he bears witness to the truth which we have
sought to bring prominently forward, viz., the undoubted
pre-eminence of Israel (Dispensationally). He enum-
erates their peculiar privileges, wbich he purposely
omitted in Chap. 3. The list that follows is no hap-
hazard collection : all is in perfect order, every item in
its right place, as the structure will serve to show. ’

If Paul was beside himself with grief, nevertheless
the words he wrote were given by inspiration of God.

IsraEL’S DISPENSATIONAL PRIVILEGES.
(Rom. 9. 3-5).
A | According to the flesh. (kafa sarka).
B | Who are Israelites.
C | To whom the Sonship.
° D | Glory.
E | Covenants.
E | Legislation.
D | Service.
C | Promises.
B | Whose are the Fathers.

A | According to the flesh.
) Messiah.

- These privileges'and blessings which Israel enjoyed
are bounded on either side (A and A) by the FLESH.
The relationship with Christ was ‘according to the
flesh.” This must be kept in mind when we consider
the blessings of the present Dispensation, which are all
‘¢ spiritual.” Every member of this: structure is en-
hanced by comparison with the corresponding member.

Does be sorrow over his * brethren according to the
flesh ? ”—he praises God when he thinks of Christ, Who
is also of Israel ‘‘according to the flesh.”

Does he speak in the second case (B) of 'their
distinguishing title “ Who are Tsraelites? "—he speaks
in the corresponding member (B) of the ‘ Fathers.”
We seemed to naturally expect that ¢ Sonship”
(*“ Adoption " A.V.) would be balanced by “ Fathers™
in the structure, but as usual ‘* natural” thoughts are
not “spiritual.” All were ¢ Israelites ” who descended
from the * Fathers,” but all were not “ Sons.” The
Adoption, or placing as Sons, was by Promise, wuot’
by patural descent. This is where the Jew stumbled.

The very next verse in Rom. 9 takes up this thought,
emphasizing the teaching which is already observable
to those who will “seek out " the wonderful works of
the Lord in His wonderful Word. ‘ They which are
the sons of the flesh, these ARE NOT the sons of God,
but the sons of PROMISE are counted as seed'’

Brethren.

(kata sarka). The

(Rom. 9. 8).
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This leads us on to the next consideration, viz., that
although the nation of Israel was addressed both by
Peter and Paul, yet it was only “a remnant'’ that
believed, and formed the nucleus of the assembly of
God during Pentecostal Times.

‘““Isaiah also crieth concerning Israel.
number of Israel be as the sand of the sea THE
REMNANT shall be saved’” (Rom. 9. 27). *‘ Except
the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a SEED, we had been
as Sodom, and been made like unto Gomorrha”
(Rom. 9. 29).

( To be continued.)
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THAT THE GENEALOGY OF MATTHEW |I.
(Verses 1-17) AS A WHOLE HAS THE SAME
NUMERIC STRUCTURE AS VERSES 1-11.

¢ 23. It has already been pointed out in Chapter I.
that the number of generations from Abraham to the
Christ, is, according to the Old Testament greater than
in this Genealogy by Matthew, who, for some reason,
has preferred to make out three fourteens. But 14 is
2 sevens (Feature 1).

{ 24. This Genealogy has a Title, consisting of verse
1; and a summary, consisting of verse 17. It has
already been observed in Chapter I. that the title in
verse 1 has a Vocabulary of seven words. Now the
summary has, in turn, for its Vocabulary, 14 words, or 2
sevens (Feature 2), of which seven already occur in the
preceding portion of the Genealogy, and seven occur
only here (Feature 3). These latter seven words are:
aro, yevea, Sexa, €ws, ovv, was, TETUAPES : i.e., from, genevation,
ten, untsl, therefore, all, four. They have 14 syllables, or
2 sevens (Feature 4). -

§ 25. The Vocabulary to this Genealogy has 56
nouns, or 8 sevens (Feature 5), of which verses 1-11
have 42, or 6 sevens; and verses 12-17, its second great
éivision, have 14, or 2 sevens (Feature 6).

§ 26. The article 6, the (with its numeric value of
70, Oor jo sevens) occurs here 56 times or 8 sevens
(Feature 7), in seven forms (Feature 8); of which the
form occurring the largest number of times, oy, occurs
42 times, or 6 sevens (Feature g), and has a numeric
value of 420, or 60 sevens (Feature 10); while the form
s, which occurs the next largest number of times,
occurs seven times (Feature 11).

$ 27. The Prepositions and Conjunctions of this
Genealogy are seven in number (Feature 12), and they
occur 56 times, or 8 sevens (Feature 13) as follows:
amo, from 3 ; 8¢, in turn, 38 ; ex,out of, 5; em, at-the-time-of,
1; éws, until, 3; xa, and, §; pera, after, 1. They have, in
all their occurrences, 126 letters, or 18 sevens (Feature
14); of which the prepositions have 35, or 5 sevens;
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and the conjunctions have g1, or 13 sevens (Feature 15).
And again, those occurring more than once have 119
letters ; or 17 sevens; and those occurring only once
have seven letters (Feature 16), with a numeric value
of 441, or g sevens (Feature 17) of sevens (Feature 18).

§ 28. The Vocabulary to this Passage has a numeric
value of 42,364, or 6,052 sevens (Feature 19). The
Vocabulary of Forms to this passage has in its turna
numeric value of 54,075, or 7725 sevens (Feature 20),
which are distributed alphabetically into seven groups,
thus: Words under a—3& have 11,900, or 1700 sevens;
e—0, 4739, or 677 sevens;t, 14,287, or 2041 sevens;
k—A\, 504, Or 72 sevens; u—p, 8806, or 1258 sevens; o,
4956, or 708 sevens; 7—x, 8883, or 1269 sevens
(Feature 21). Two of these groups fall to single letters
¢ and o. Their numeric value is 210, or 30 sevens
(Feature 22).

$ 29. The numeric value of the Forms to this

. passage is thus divided: The Forms not found again in

Matthew, but found again sn the rest of the New Testament
have a numeric value of 18,438, or 2634 sevens; while
35,637, or 5091 sevens belong to the remaining Forms
(Feature 23). The Forms not found again in Matthew,
though occurring elsewhere in the New Testament.
occur in the New Testament 72 times with a total
numeric value for these 72 occurrences of 50,617, or
7X 7% 1033, a multiple not only of seven (Feature
24), but of seven sevens (Feature 25). .

{ 30. Of the 72 words of the Vocabulary to this
passage 22 are found nowhere else in the New Testament.
These 22 words occur 42 times, or 6 sevens (Feature
26); and have 126 letters, or 13 sevens (Feature 27);
of which seven belong to ‘E(exias, Hezekiah, the one
word with the rough breathing (Feature 28).

Of the go Forms to this passage 36 are found nowhere
else in the New Testament; and these 36 Forms occur
56 times, or 8 sevens (Feature 29), of which those
beginning witha Vowel have 335, or 5 sevens; and those
beginning with a Consonant have 21, or 3 sevens
(Feature 30). The numeric value of these 356
occurrences is 37,086, or 5298 sevens (Feature 31).

These 31 Features of sevens are of course designed.

$ 31. A scheme of sevens thus runs through the Genealogy
as a whole, as well as through its first half, verses 1-11.

But while the scheme of sevens in verses 1-11 is most
systematic, the sevens in the Genealogy as a whole,
while clearly designed, do not form as orderly and
systematic a scheme as in verses 1-11. The orderly
and systematic scheme, however, is there; but in con-
nection not with seven, but with—esght.

The numbet of words in the Vocabulary to this
Genealogy, Matthew 1. 1-17, is 72, or g eights (Feature
1); of which 40, or 5 eights, begin with a Vowe]), and
32, or 4 eights, begin with a Consonant (Feature 2),
56, or 7 eights, are Nouns; and 16, or 2 eights, are not
Nouns (Feature 3). Of the 56 Nouns, 32, or 4 eights,
begin with a Vowel, and 24, or 3 efghts, begin with a
Consonant (Feature 4). Of the 16 not-Nouns, eight
begin with a Vowel, and eight with a Consonant. They
occur moreover 56 times, or 7 eights (Feature 3).
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§ 32. Of the 72 words of the Vocabulary to this
Passage, 40, or 5 eights, are used by Matthew only here,
and 32, or 4 eights, are used again by him in the rest
of his Gospel (Feature 6). And these 32 words cccur
200 times, or 25 eights (Feature 7). The 72 words of
the Vocabulary are moreover thus divided: Words
found in the New Testament in only one Form are 32
in number, or 4 eights; those found in more than one
form are 40 in number, or 5 eights (Feature 8).

§ 33. In Luke 3. 23-28 is given the only other
Genealogy of the Christ. Now with reference to this
fact, the 72 words of the Vocabulary to this Passage
(in Matt.) are thus divided: 24, or 3 eghts, are
common with the Vocabulary of Luke: and 48, or 6
eights, are not found in Luke (Feature g).?

{ 34. The word occurring most frequently in this
passage is o, the. It occurs 56 times, or sevem eights
(Feature 10); while the principal verb of this passage,
yevvaw, 10 beget, occurs 40 times, or g eights (Feature 11).

The nnmber of ancestors of the Christ here (though |

Matthew is careful to have threec fourteens of links) is—
40, or 5 eights (Feature 12).

§ 35. Even apart from the 31 Features of sevens
enumerated above, which are clearly designed, the
chance for-these 12 Features of ¢sghts to be accidenta]
here is only one in 89 X 85X 47X 43X 31 X29X 23X 19X
13X 8, a number of some fifteen figures. The presence of
these 12 Features of eights is therefore designed. In
addition them to a scheme of sevens runming through this
Genealogy, there is also a scheme of eights.

§ 36. But the number of words in the Vocabulary
to this Passage, 72, is 8 X g, a multiple of nine as well as
of eight (Feature 1). Accordingly the 72 words are
thus divided : 36, or four nines, are used in the Second
half of this Genealogy, verses 12-17, and 36 are not
used therein (Feature 2).2 18, or 2 nines, are not used
again by Matthew, but are found again in the New Testa-
ment (Feature 3). And of these 18 words, nine occur
in only one form, and nine occur in more than one
form (Feature 4). And each set of these nine words
occurs 18 times, or two nines (Feature 5). These 18
words occur in the New Testament 72 times, or 8 nines
(Feature 6): of which Matthew has 36, or 4 nines, and
the rest of the New Testament has also 36 (Feature 7).

§ 37. The 72 words of this Vocabulary, or 8 nines,
occur in go forms, or 10 nines (Feature 8); of which 27,
or 3 nines (Feature g), with a numeric value of
17,532, or 1948 nines (Feature 10) belong to the words
that are found nowhere else in the New Testament.

1Luke 3. 23-28 has in turn a Vocabulary of 80 words, or 10
eights, of which 56, or seven cights are not found in Matthew, and
24, or 3 eights, as just stated, are found in Matthew. In other
words the Vocabulary to the two Genealogies as a unit has 128
words, or 8 x 8 x 2, a multiple not only of eight, but of eight eights,
as well as 2x2x2X2X2X2X2, a number of seven factors.

3The Vocabulary to verses 1-11 has 49 words or scven sevens.
The Vocabulary to verses 12-17 has 36 words or sis sixes. The
Vocabulary to verses 1-17 as a whole has 72 words or eight nincs.
8isacube, 2x2Xx2; 9 is a square, 3x3. The scheme then is this:
The first'half of the Genealogy has for its number thesquare of seven ;
the second has for its number the square of six. The whole Genealogy
has for its number the combination of a square and a cube.

Again, 36 of the go forms, or 4 nines, are found
nowhere else in the New Testament; and 54, or 6 nines,
are found elsewhere (Feature 11). And of these 54
forms, 36, or 4 nines, are found again in Matthew, and
18, or 2 nuines, are not found again in Matthew
(Feature 12).

{ 38. The number of letters in this passage is 1413
or 157 nines (Feature 13); of which the Title, or verse 1,
has 45, or 5 nines; and the rest of the passage has
1368, or g X 8 X 19, a multiple of eight as well as nine
(Feature 14).. Prepositions and Conjunctions have 126
letters, or 14 nines, and the other Parts of Speech have
1287, or 143 nines (Feature 15).

{ 39. The Nouns of this passage have a numeric
value of 35,802, or gX9Xx 13X 17X2, a multiple not
only of nine (Feature 16), but of nine nines (Feature
17). And between che two great divisions of this
Genealogy this number is thus divided: Verses 1-11
have 29,358, or 3262 nines ; verses 12-17 have 6,444, or
716 nines (Feature 18).

In addition then to the Scheme of sevens and eights, a
scheme of NINES also runs through this Genealogy.

§ 40. The numeric value of the 72 words of the
Vocabulary to this passage, 42,364, or 7xX17x4 X 89, is
a multiple of seventeen as well as of seven (Feature 1).
Of this number, the Nouns have 35,802, or 2106
seventeens; and the not-nouns have- 6562, or 386
seventeens (Feature 2). The two divisions of thig
Genealogy have thirteen words in common. Accord-
ingly the numeric value of the 72 words of the
Vocabulary is thus divided : the 59 words not common
to both divisions have 34,663, or 2039 seventeens;
while the 13 words common to both divisions have 68
letters, or 4 seventeens (Feature 3), with a numeric
value of 7,701, or 453 seventeens (Feature 4); of which
2907, or 171 seventeens, belong to words beginning
with a Vowel ; and 4794, or 282 seventeens, belong to
words beginning with a Consonant (Feature 5).

§ 41, The following five names, Afpaag, Aavid, leroar,
Iraax, Solopwv, Abrakam, David, Fesse, Isaac, Solomon,
have this peculiarity : Of the names of the Ancestors
of the Christ, 32 are used only for these persons? (while
Fudah and Foseph, for example, are used for other persons
also). Now while the other names are found only in
the Genealogies, these five are found also ia the
rest of the New Testament. This fact, and this fact
alone, makes them a class by themselves. Accordingly:
of the whole numeric value of the Vocabulary, which
is a multiple of seventeen, these five names have 2482, or
146 seventeens (Feature 6). And the total numeric
value of all thelr 169 occurrencesin the New Testament
is 59,687, or 3511 seventeens (Feature 7). The 32
names themselves occur 68 times, or 4 seventeens
(Feature 8), and have 187 letters, or 11 seventeens
(Feature 9) ; of which 119, or seven seventeens, belong
to Vowel words ; and 68, or 4 seventeens, to Consonant
words (Feature 10). .

A scheme of scventcens, as well as of sevens, eights, and
nines, thus runs through this Genealogy.

% This is 4 cights.
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§ 42. In view of these sixty-eight numeric features NOTICES:-
displayed in this Genealogy in addition to those LIVERPOOL.

enumerated for verses 1-11 in chapter 1, it is needless
to bring further proof as to the presence of most
elaborate numeric design in the structure of this
passage. And this enumeration does not even begin
to be exhaustive. In whatever direction one may look,
“and from whatever point of view one may take,
most elaborate numerics meet us everywhere. Thus,
to take up the single fact of the -Women mentioned
in this. Genealogy By NaME: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth,
and Mary: Oapap, PixaB, Povl, Mapia,

Of these four women the ﬁrst three are O/d Testa-
ment personages. Mary is a New Testament
personage ; her name, however, which in the Greek is
Miriam, is found in the Old Testament also.

- Now these four names—the only thing that makes
them a class by themselves being the fact that they are
named in this Genealogy—are found in the whoLE
BieLE, both Hebrew and Greek, 119 times, or—seven
seventeens ; their numeric value in both tongues is 3332,
or 7X7X17X2X2,again a multiple of seven seventeens,
(with the sum of its factors 35, or 5 sevens, the number
itself being a multiple not only’of seven, but of seven
sevens). And this number 3332, or.196 seventeens, is
thus divided : Mary, the New Testament personage, has

442, or 26 seventeens; the other three, the Old ;.

Testament personages, have 28go, or 17>< 17X 10, a |

multiple of seventeen seventeens.

But in addition to this scheme of sevens and
seventeens, thus seen to run through these four names,
they present the following features: These four words
occur in 14 forms, or 2 sevens. The Hebrew forms
have a numeric value of 11953, or 7X9Xx 31, a multiple
of both nine and seven. The numeric value of all the
119 occurrences of these four names in the Bible is
41,370, or 5910 sevens; of which Mary has 15,218, or
2174 sevens; and the other three have 26,152, or 3736
sevens. The number of letters in these 119 occurrences
is 525 or 75 sevens.

Two schemes of sevens and seventeens thus run
through the four names of women alone. And there
are other schemes—of thirteens and nineteens—the
enumeration of which is, however, no longer necessary.

§43 This Genealogy, then, contained in the first
seventeen verses of Matthew, has an elaborate design
of its own, of eights (beside sevens, seventeens, nines,
&c.); while its larger subdivision, verses 1-11, has an
elaborate design of sevens; and its smaller subd1v1swn,
verses 12-17, has an elaborate ‘design of sixes: eight,
, seven, six, a descending series; and these designs are
not only each complete in themselves, whether as parts
- of the Genealogy, or each as a distinct whole, but they
form besides, each and all, parts of a still wider design
running through the whole of Matthew, through the
whole of the New Testament, and, as in the case of
the four women, through the whole Bible.

=== o
[ Edltors Gable. |
De——o o]

We are sorry to have to hold over several mterestmg
« Signs of the Times,” Answers to Questions, and our
own Editorial notes. We have only room to insert a
few Notices, and the Acknow\ledgments

The meetings announced for January were post.-

poned owing to the regretted illness of the Convener.
GLASGOW DISTRICT.

Meetings are beld in the Christian Institute (Room
No. 3) on Sundays, February sth, and 1gth, at 2.30 p.m.
LONDON (PimMrLico, S.W).

The next meeting at 55 Moreton Street, will (D.V.),
be held on Wednesday, February 8th, at 7 o’clock.
Subject: ““The Gains of Paul mentioned in Philippians.”

At ILFORD (London, E.) Grange Road Hall,
on Thursday, 2nd February, at 3.15 and 8 p.m.

At HASTINGS, Lower Public Hall, on Tuesday,
7th February, at 7.30 p.m

At SUTTON (Surrey), “The Homstead,” Grove
Road, on Tuesday, 21st February, at 3.30 and 8 p.m.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
(“Things to Come” Publishing Fund).

: £ s, d
P. L. (Eastbourne) ... 2 2 O
C. G. (Canada) oII g
A. .M. (Plymouth) 010 O
G. K. (Glasgow) 010 O
Anonymous (Sussex)... 010 O
-A:B.P. (Cbellenham) . 010 O
C. L. C. (New South \Va]es) o 6 38
E. H. T. (Kent) . o 6 o
J. B. (Plymouth) ... o 5 O
R. S. L. (Plymouth)... o 5 o
H. Y. (Aberdeen) o 5 o
V. P. (Plymouth) 0o 5 0
A. G. S. (Ealing) o 5 O
Mrs. K. (Australia) .. 0o 4 O
J. D. N. (Toronto) ... o 4 O
A.E.and L.C. (Rlchmond) monthly o 3 o
F. P. (Ford.) ... .- o 2 6
J. S. (Southsea) o 2 6
N. cee s o 2 6
Anonymous (Brighton) o 2 6
W. L. (Devon) o 2 6
H. R. P. (Hants) o 2 O
Miss P. (Hastmgs) o1 0

(Edstor's Publzslmw F und )

S. W (Lancashire) . 1 o O
H. R. D. (Cornwall) 015 2
L.J.M. (Washmgton) 015 O
M. S (Tasmania)- o 6 10
J. E. (Nottingham) . o 5 O
A.T. P. (Tasmama) o 5 O
H. G. (Blackheath) .. o 3 o0
- H. W (Reading) o1 O
- (Trinstarian Btblc Soczel;)

J. B. (New Zealand)... ... 4 0 O
. F. ] . (S. Australia) o8 o
M. (N w Zealand) o 3 ©
A Thank- oB'ermg (I.O Edmburghp o 2 6
N. o 2 6
(Barbtcan M ission fo t'xe jt‘u‘/S)

A.B. P. (Cheltenbam) 1 o O
Nenagh o 2 6

) (Bnton Evangehcal Mzsston)
A.B. P. (Cheltenham) 1 o O
C. G. (Canada) . oIl 5
P. L. (Eastbourne) o110 b
N. o §5 O
A. M. (Gloucester) o 2 6



: —
HINGS 1 OME
) W
No. 201. MARCH, 1911. Vol. XVII. No. 3.
O= ~— e =  e—— o — ] Nothmg short of a living faith in the living God can
a O | enable any to endure the experience of such trialk.

I] E dil-ori al ” They had to be endured, often, in loneliness and isola-
’ . i tion, and in the solitary prison, as is intimated in the
EIQ e ——t N N ]E] words which -follow; with no surrounding friends to

HEBREWS XI.
XIV.—FAITH'S SUFFERING FOR GOD.
) “ AND OTHERS.”
(Continued from page 14.)

(ii.) “Hap TriaL oF CRUEL MOCKINGS AND
ScoURGINGS."

“ And others received trial of [cruel) mockings and scourgings,
as well as of bonds and imprisonment (v. 36).

HE word rendered “ others,” here, is not the same
l asin verse 35. There, it means *“ others " of the

same kind as those mentioned and referred to through- -

out the former part-of the chapter; having the same
precious faith, believing the same words of the same
living God.

Here, it refers to different classes of sufferers ‘among
those same believers.

They had the same faith and the same faithfulness,
but they suffered in different manners from those
referred to in the immediately preceding clause.

The former suffered tortures with a view to apostasy.

The latter experienced trials in consequence of their

faithfulness.

The words of the A.V. ¢“had trial ” are very expres-
sive, and beautifully idiomatic for reading in a Version.
But this is not sufficient for those who desire to get
beneath the surface.

We have given the more literal rendering ‘‘received
trial,”” which- may otherwise be expressed by * put to
the test,” or ‘‘ experienced.” .And, what this test was,
or these trials were, is described in the long list which
follows.

The trials and mockmgs referred to here were not on
account of -anything in the private life or in the public
conduct of these sufferers.

Many who are ““of the world "’ have been mocked in
our modern sense of the word by those who are *“ of
. the world."! Every day, in the spheres of the world’s
amusements and politics, such trials and mockings are
stock in trade of a very large class of people. But,
these sufferers endured scoffings and scornings on
account of their believing what God had said and
caused to be written in His Word. This was a very
different thing. The former may be well deserved;
and those who experience them may find many to
sympathize with and encourage them.

. But these  scoffings were endured alone, and - only
through faith—* as seeirig Him Who is invisible,”

support, encourage, and cheer the sufferers w1th their
words and prayers.

If we look for examples, we note one as early as
Judges xvi. 25, in the person of Samson; and though
his trials were not of the same exalted character, being
brought on by his own sin and folly, yet, in their
source, they were the same, for they came from his
having heard what God had spoken concerning him,
and believing what he had heard. His prayer in the
prison showed that he knew the true relation i in which
he stood to Israel’s covenant God.

But it is in those that were more or less types of
Him Who is-*‘ the Faithful Witness,” that we see the
true examples specially referred to in these words of
Heb. xi. 36.

In 2 Sam. xvi. we see David, the type of David’s
Son, and David’s Lord—David’s root and David’s off-
spring, rejected by his own household—experiencing
“ the cruel mockings™ spoken of him.

His faith enabled him to endure. His submission in
receiving it * from the Lord " is wonderful.

When sufferiug under the cursings of Shimei, and
urged by Abishai to execute summary vengeance.
David replied “ Let him alone the Lord hath
bidden him " (v. 11). We see the echo of these words
in Psalm cix., where we have this scene referred to,
and made prophetic of the then yet future mockings of
Messiah. In vv. 20 and 27, it was received as from the
Lord; and faith in Jehovah's word enabled David to
say ‘“Thou Lord: hast dome it This iss Thy
hand.”

In other Psalms also these mockingsare prophetlcally
referred to. We must never forget that David was a
propbet and, therefore, spake beforehand of the suffer-
ings, death, and resurrection of Messiah. This is dis-
txnctly declared by the Holy Spirit through Peter in
Actsii. 30-33. Forgetting this, many modern critics,
when they meet ‘with references to the restoration of
Zion, or return from the captivity, &c., immediately
assume that such passages in the Psalms are by a
much ¢ later hand " ; but, on such matters, as well as
on others, modern critics are *“ willingly ignorant,’ and
would not willingly part with any so-called ¢ discrep-
ancy,” or what may appear a ‘ difficulty " to them, lest
they should lose an argument against the inspiration of
God's Word.

The *“mockings " endured by David were typical of
those of Messiah ; and there are evidences that in many
instances Jeremiah's sufferings are also to be regarded
as types. In chap. xx.7 he says *“I am in derision
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daily, every one mocketh me,” ¥ for since I spake, I cried
out because the word of the Lorp was made
a reproach unto me and a derision daily.”

In Lam. iii. 14 he adds: “I was a derision toall my
people, and their song (or mocking song) all the day.”

These words agree with similar passages in the
Psalms which refer to Messiah.

Indeed, if we carefully compare many passages of
Jeremiah with those in the Gospels we shall see this
point very clearly.

All who believed God, and were faithful witnesses for
Him, were typical in measure of Him Who alone could
be called ¢ THE faithful witness "’ (Rev. i. 5).

Micaiah (1 Kings xxii. 24) was hated and suffered in
consequence of his faithfulness to what he had heard
and believed and uttered from God.

Nehemiah suffered in the same way from the scoff-
ings of Sanballat and Tobiah (Neh. iv. 1-4).

In fact Jehovah sums up the sad history of Israel in
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, where it is written: ' they mocked
the messengers of God, and despised His words, and
misused (or scorned) His prophets,” &c.

It all came to a head when ¢‘the Faithful Witness"
appeared, and spoke the words He had received from
the Father. The Parable of ¢ the Vineyard let out to
husbandmen " reveals the sad condition of the nation:
beating, stoning, killing the messengers who had been
sent to them, and above all, slaying the beloved Son
Himself (Matt. xxi. 33, &c. Mark xii. 1, &c. Luke
XX. 9). .

In the lament of the Saviour over Jerusalem (Matt,
xxiii. 34-37), He foretold that it would be as it bad
ever been: “behold, I send unto you prophets, and
wise men, and scribes ; and some of them ye shall kill
and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in

your synagogues and persecute them from city to’

city,” &c.

What thoughts must have filled the Apostle himself
as he penned the inspired words fulfilling this prophecy :
—¢and others were put to the test of scoffings and
scourgings; as well as of bonds and imprisonment,”
when he remembered how he himself had helped to
fulfil them when he ¢ made havoc of (or, ravaged) the
assembly, entering into every house (or house by house),
dragging men and women, delivered them up to prison "
(Acts viii. 3); and, *breathing out threatening and
slaughter ” (Acts ix. 1), ‘“ destroyed them that called on
this name in Jerusalem” (v. 21); and persecuted this
way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons
both men and women” (Acts xxii. 4). *“I punished
them (he says) in every synagogue and compelled them
to blaspheme ™ (Acts xxvi. 10, 11).

With what feelings (we repeat) must he have penned
these words as they were given to him by the Holy
Spirit.

How well we can understand his feelings, when he
says he “used to wish himself anathema [cut off]

* The former part of this verse can be understood only by noticing
the force of the Hebrew xdnom, by which one is said to do what he
permits to be done.

from Christ” (Rom. ix. 3), so great was his hatred of
that name,.

But, we have to remember, that in all this he was
most religious (Phil. iii. 5, 6. 1 Tim. i. 13), for it has
been religion—false religion—which has ever sought to
destroy those who believe God.
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By JaMeEs CHRISTOPHER SMITH.

No. 2. “CHURCH.”

His word decidedly calls for special study at the
T present time.

In rellglous and ecclesnastxcal circles ‘the word is
used in a great variety of strange and unwarranted
connexions.

In the Bible the term bears a uniform etymological
significance ; while, at the same time, its application is
governed by the different stewardships of truth in the
successive Age-Time periods. -

This distinction is vital to the understanding of the
subject.

1st. THE Use oF THE TErMm.

The English word ‘church” occurs, in the
Authorised Version of the New Testament 115 times.
This number, however, requires correction in two
instances. ‘

(1.) In Acts 2. 47 the word is omitted in the revised
Greek texts. It is a case that shows the need of being
careful not to put into or read into Scripture what the
Spirit did not intend. The verse ought to read, “ And
the Lord was addmg together, daily, those that were
being saved,” meaning those who were being saved
from the wreck of the nation of the Jews, according to
the Apostle’s message, as in verse 40, “ Save yourselves
from this crooked generation.”

Thus, ‘“those being saved ' would form the Pente-
costal Remnant, according to the prophecy of Joel
(vv. 17-21). Certainly this was not *‘the church which
is Christ’s body,” *“ according to the revelation of the
Secret,” given afterwards, through the apostle Paul.

(2.) Then, in Acts, 19. 37, where we have the phrase
‘“robbers of churches,” there is no word for church in
the Original, but the Greek word means ¢ robbers’ of
temples’ or ‘“ sacrilegious men.”

Eliminating, therefore, these two occurrences of the
word we havéd, in all, 113 places where the term
¢ church” occurs.

In this connection it is interesting to notice the
books of the New Testament where the word does not
occur, namely, Mark, Luke, Jobn, 2 Timothy, Titus,
2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, Jude. The books in which it
is used most frequently are, Acts, Revelation, 1 Corinthians,
2 Corinthians, Ephesians,

It occurs 79 times in the singular and 34 timesin the
plural.
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So much for the actual use of the English word
“church.”

2nd. THE MEeaNiNG oF THE TERM.

The English word “church” comes to us through
the Anglo-Saxon (having its cognates in German and
Scotch) and is commonly held to be derived from the
Greek for Lord (kurios, Lord, kuriaké, Lordly, or
belonging to the Lord*¥). This current form of the
word has been nothing short of a misfortune because
it has led men's minds away from the meaning which
the word has in the Greek text. The Greek word,
translated “church,” has nothing whatever to do with
the word “ Lord " ; but it is a compound made of the
Preposition ¢k (from, or, out of) and klésia (called, being
derived from %*aléo, to call). The word, therefore,
transliterated, is ekklésia, literally meaning called ont,and
may be put in English dress by the word assembly or
congregation.

But neither of these two latter meanings really ex-
presses the force of the Greek word which bears the
significance of people who are called out on some definite
principle, and come togethsy for some definste furpose.

This was the meaning of the term in the old days of
Grecian History, and it has precisely the same
significance in the New Testament.t

It is never applied to a building or edifice, but always
to people ; never to the place of assembly, but to those
assembled ; not to the place of worship, but to the
worshippers. This fact is of the deepest importance as
we shall presently see.

According to any ordinary English Dictionary the
word “church’ means, (1) a house set apart for the
worship of God ; (2) the whole body of Christians; (3)
the clergy;.(4) any body of Christians. This is simply
hopeless confusion: one may just as well say that it
means anything that apy religionist fancies; for, unless
we keep strictly to the meaning of Bible terms it is
impossible to reach Bible Truth.

We shall come back to this vital point.

3rd. SoME VARIETIES IN THE RELATION OF THE TERM.

The word ¢ church ” is used in a remarkable variety of
relations. It is oftenest used in the simple expression
““the church.” Nine times we find the phrase ¢the
church of God;’ and three times ‘‘the churches of
God.” Once we find the expression “the churches
of Christ” (Rom. 16. 16); but never the church of
Christ, much less the church of Jesus (much used in
these days). It is sometimes used with a geographical
relation—* the churches of Galatia ;' * the church that
was at Antioch " : and sometimes it appears in a racial
connexion—* the .churches of the Gentiles;"” ¢‘‘the
church of the Thessalonians.” And one striking and
interesting variety occurs in the expression ¢ the church
in thy house,” * the church in their house” (Rom. 16,
5; 1Cor. 16.19; Col. 4. 15; Philemon, verse 2), showing

*By some it is thought to be an abbreviated combination of
kuriou oikos, i.e., house of the Lord.

tCompare Acts 19. 32, 39, 4t where the word is translated
"‘assembly " and refers to the multitude come together, at Ephesus,
against Paul, and in defence of the worship of the goddess Diana.

its relation to the house or to a household. Once we
find the remarkable and all-inclusive expression, ‘all
churches of the saints’ (1 Cor. 14. 33). Four times in
The Apocalypse we get the phrase, ‘‘the seven
churches”: and seven times the Spirit is directly
associated with these seven Asian assemblies (* he that
hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches™).

But most significant of all these varieties of relation
are the expressions found in Ephesians and Colossians.
These two Epistles contain (and are) the final and
fullest statements of revealed Truth for us in this
Present Age: and hence, special interest attaches to the
word ‘‘ church " or assembly, as found in these portions
of the New Testament. In them we find these ex-
pressions: ‘the church which is His (Christ’s) body ;'
“Christ is the Head of the church ;" *“ Christ also loved
the church ;" “for His body’s sake which is the church ;"
«that He might present it to Himself a glorious
church ;" ¢this is a Great Secret but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the church.”

These relations of the term ¢“church,” are unique and
thought-impelling, as any careful student will admit.

There is one more variety of relation to be named
and that is ‘“the church of the firstborn ones, enrolled
in heaven’” (Heb. 12. 23). This, also, is unique and
must be understood by the scope of the passage (and of
the Epistle) where it is found.

And now we come to

4th. THE TEACHING CONVEYED BY AND CONNECTED
wITH THE TERM.
And here we are confronted with a great difficulty. We
find, as Nehemiah found, in his constructive policy of
building the wall of Jerusalem, that ‘the strength of
the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much
rubbish, so that we are not able to build the wall.”

So it is now in seeking to recover and reconstruct the

lost teaching of
“ The Great Secret
of
«The Assembly which is His Body,"
we are hindered and barred, we are confronted and
oppressed by a great mass of Pagan, Papal, Ecclesias-
tical and Religious jealousy, envy, misrepresentation,
division and confusion. Faction holds the field : ¢ there
is much rubbish,” so that we are hindered in building
the wall. .

Nevertheless, we go on “with the work; while
Sanballat and his abettors look on and mock and plot
and hinder. The “holy temple in the Lord " is rising
in spite of the unhappy intolerance and grievous
denominationalism seen on every hand. With solemn
emphasis we repeat Paul’s challenge,

¢«“Is Curist DiviDED?”

Was Paul, or Peter, 6r Augustine, or Luther, or
Calvin, Arminus, or Knox, or Irving, or Wesley,
“ crucified for you? " '
Let us cease our factionism and our foolishness, and
return to the Lord and to His Truth !
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The following is suggested as a basis for further and
fuller study.

First, the Assembly of Israel.

During the long period *from Adam to Moses"” (an
inclusive period of time calling for more study), God's
dealings were with individuals or at the most with
families. There was no thought of a called-out
assembly.

But with Moses and the Exodus there came a called
out People, even ‘the Congregation of the Lord.”
Thus Stephen (in Acts 7. 37, 38) speaks, *This is that
Moses . . . . that was in the Assembly in the
wilderness.” g
. This continued: and in the period from Moses to
Christ, God's dealings were with that Assembly. The
Tabernacle was continually spoken of as ‘“the Taber-
nacle of the Congregation,” (or Assembly).* It is
abundantly clear that the word ¢kklésia here just meant
Israel, and nothing else.

And when we remember that Christ’s personal
mission and ministry had special direction towards and
reference to Israel, ‘‘the lost sheep of the House of
Israel,” we have no right to read into His use of the
word ‘‘c¢kklésia’ a meaning that is inconsistent with
that fact. He uses it three times, as recorded by
Matthew only, whose Gospel is regarded as bearing a
specially Jewish, Royal and Davidicstamp. See Matt.
16. 18 and 18. 17. The meaning in 16. 18 must not be
" regarded as differing from its meaning in 18. 17. What

Assembly would the disciples understand Him to refer
to? Any school-boy with a knowledge of his Old
Testament History could give the apswer. I will
build My Assembly.” Yes, He will. The day is
coming when His called-out converted and purified
Israel will appear ‘‘clear as the sun, fair as the moon
and terrible as an army with banners.” Israel belongs
to Christ, for He died for *tkat mation;" just as the
other Assembly, ‘which is His Body,” belongs to
Him, for He “loved it and gave Himself for it."”

Secondly, the Enlargement, subsequent to Pentecost.

_At Pentecost Christ’s new Israel began to take form
(the “ building ”” was begun) : and soon after, we mark
an enlargement of the meaning of c¢kklésia in the fact
that Gentiles are associated with Fews, which was strictly
in accord with the Scriptures of the Old Testament
prophets. This continued all through the period
covered by the Acts: and it will characterise the New

_Israel of the Millennial -Age.

‘Meantime the * building " of the new Israel Assembly
is in abeyance ‘‘until the fullness of the Gentiles

" be come in,” and another assembly is being  built
together for a Habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Accordingly we find

Thirdly, the Assembly which is His Body.

This is pdrt of the ‘ manifold wisdom of God" and
is the wonder of the principalities and powers in the
heavenlies. It is associated with the calling of the
Apostle Paul and his special stewardship. He

® The Septungmt has the remarkable variation, ‘* The Tabernacle
of Testimony,”

| body ' and this body the fullness of the Head:

distinctly declares, over and over, that this * Great
Secret " was given to him by revelation, and through
him was made known to ‘ apostles and prophets’ who
became its historic foundation (see Ephes. 2. 20).

In this view, ¢ Jesus Christ Himself is the chief corner
stone; " while in a more fundamental sense He¢ is the
Foundation other than which no man can lay.

During the portion of Paul's ministry recorded in
Acts we see the beginnings of this new stewardsbip of
Truth: and “the apostles and prophets’ connected
with the work of its founding come more and more
into view.

Then, after the final announcement of Israel’s blind-
ness and the close of Bible History we see coming into
dominant prominence the second part of the ministry
of Paul, as “the prisoner of the Lord for you Gentiles,”
occupied with the setting forth in its fullness of this
entirely new revelation received from the risen Lord.

This is done in the Prison Letters of Ephesians,
Philippians, and Colossians. There Christ is seen
exalted far above all power and dominion : there He is
seen Head over all and as such given to the Assembly:
there He is seen Head of ¢ the Assembly which is His
there
He is seen the Chief Corner Stone in the great new
temple: there He is seen nourishing the whole body
and glvmg Gifts for its upbuilding and increase : there
He is seen cherishing and cleansing this Assembly
until at last He ““ presents to Himself a glorious assembly
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.”

This is the Great Secret.

This is the Unity of the Spirit.

This is the Assembly . . . . His Body.
This is His Inheritance in the Saints.
This is the Habitation of God.

To share in this membership and fellowship is out
precious portion and endless joy !

To Him be glory in the Assembly for evermore!
Amen.
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Being a Series of Studies having Special Reference
o the Epistles of Paul & the Present Dispensation.
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No. 19.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DOCTRINE
AND DISPENSATION.

(ParD 11, Continued from page 22).

N our last article we remarked that, although the
I pation of Israel was addressed both by Peter and
Paul, yet it was the remnant that believed, and formed
the nucleus of “the Assembly of God" during the
Pentecostal Dispensation of the Acts of the Apostles.

 Isaiah also crieth concerning Israel: though the
number of Israel be as the sand of the sea, THE
REMNANT shall be saved " (Rom. 9. 27). *Except
the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a SEED, we had been
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as Sodom, and been made like unto Gomorrha"
(Rom. 9. 29).

The “Remnant,” and the ‘“Seed,” are used inter-
changeably (as a reference to the passages quoted from
Isaiah will show), the idea being that the seed /eft over
is reserved for sowing.

“ Isaiah is very bold (Paul seems to rejoice at finding
these words in the old Testament Prophet) and
saith, I was found of them that sought Me not, I was
made manifest unto them that asked not for Me.”
(This shows that the inclusion of the Gentiles in grace,
was no mere new idea of Paul); “ but to Israel He saith,
¢ All day long I have stretched forth My hands to a dis-
obedient and gainsaying people.”” This shows the
attitude of Israel and of the Lord during the period of
the Pentecostal Dispensation, which is the subject of
the Acts of the Apostles. The time was fast hastening
when another Scripture would be fulfilled : ¢“ Because I
have called and ye refused ; I have stretched out My
hand and no man regarded . . . They shall seek Me and
shall not ind Me.” Prov. 1. 24-28. ‘Even so then
at the present secasom there has been a Remnant

according to the Election of Grace, and if by grace, itis

no more of works.” ¢Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for (cp. Rom. 10, 1-4), but the
ELECTION hath obtained it, and the rest were
blinded (hardened).”

It is this Elect Remnant that gives the peculiar
characteristics to the Acts of the Apostles. We must
not forget, however, that although it was true when
Romans was written, ¢¢ is not true NOW that there is
a Jewish Remnant. For the time being, God recognizes
no distinction : “there is no difference " as to sin (Rom.
3. 22) and “no difference ™ as to grace (Rom. 10. 12)
Both are alike; both are sinners; both are saved in
unconditional mercy ; both are raised to the heavenly
places in Christ. In the present Dispensation Doctrine
and Dispensation agree together, whereas in the past
we have seen that it was not so.

The R.V. of Eph. 3 helps to show this, for, in verse 2,
the Apostle speaks of the ‘ Dispensation of the Grace
of God,” and, in verse g, he speaks of the * Dispensation
of the Mystery.”

-Intke first part of the Actsthe Remnant is centrahzed
at Jerusalem. In the second portion the Remnant is
found in the Dispersion among the Gentiles. In the
Epistles of Paul written before Acts 28, the Jew
and Jewish questions are everywhere prominent and
uppermost (see 1 and 2 Cor., Gal,, Rom).

To a large extent the Jemsh Remnant never left the
traditions of their fathers, nor the Law of Moses.
Over twenty years after Pentecost it could be said
“ Thou seest, brother, how many MYRIADS of Jews
-there are which believe, and they are all ZEALOUS
OF THE LAW, and they are informed of thee that
thou teachest all the ]ews which are among the Gentiles
to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circum-
cise their children, neither to walk after the customs"

(Acts 21. 20 and 21).
This passage clearly shows the Apostle’s ministry

had a great deal to do with the Jews of the Dispersion;

and certainly, his teaching would have the tendency to
loosen the ties of legalism.

The charge which was brought against Paul is very
similar to that which was brought against Stephen:
“This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words
against this holy place and the law; for we heard
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this
place, and shall change the customs which Moses
delivered us.” How much did Stephen know? How
far was he in advance of the other witnesses? We
cannot tell. He sealed his testimony with his blood,
and the mantle of Stephen fell upon Saul, and a double
portion of his spirit was given him. Paul seems to
have been raised up to continue the witness of Stephen,
addressing himself more particularly to the Jews of the
Dispersion.

Many have found fault with Paul for heeding the
words of James and the elders at Jerusalem. We must
not forget that he himself tells us that he became a
Jew to.win the Jew, and the whole transaction in the
Temple was concerning the feelings of the Jews—not
touching anything to do with the Gentiles. In no
subsequent allusion to this important period of his life
does the Apostle express any sorrow for hisaction. On
| the contrary, during the next few days he received the
encouraging words from the Lord * Be of good cheer,
Paul, for as thou hast testified of Me at Jerusalem, so
must thou bear witness also at Rome " (Acts 23. 11).

Reverting to our reference to Acts 21, we see there
-~ the character of those who formed the bulk of Jewish
believers. To such, it would appear, the Epistle to the
Hebrews was written, wherein the accusation made
against Stepben, quoted above from Acts 6, is fully
answered. The holy place; the law, the destruction
of this place, and the changing of the customs of Moses,
are all fully explained and enforced.

For any share in the foretaste of millennial blessings
granted to the elect Remnant of Israel, the Gentile
had to remember. that he was the «“ Wild Olive graffed
- in contrary to nature ;" that the “ Root bare him, not
that he bare the Root,” __

He was warned concerning a possible ¢ cutting off,”
but was comforted by the fact that nothing” could
separate him from Christ.

The doctrinal teaching of Romans has come through
to us to-day, amplified, bearing added glory, by reason
of the fuller revelation of the heaveniy exaltation of
Christ. We have the same glad message of * Justifi-
cation by faith without deeds of law;” we have the
same message as to the all- suﬁcxency of Christ for His
people.* '

The Gospel of Grace leads on to the Gospel of the
Glory, each being a phase of the * Gospel of the
uncircumcision "’ committed to Paul.

Consider the Gospel in *“ Ephesians."”

With one majestic sweeping statement, the plan of

* We thus meet the misrepresentation of many who say that we
rob them ot the Bible, and take away the greater part of its teach-
ing from them. We do nothing of the kind. We show how they
may make restitution by returning the stolen property whlch belongs
to the few.—(Ed.)
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salvation is given. Thesinner, DEAD in trespasses, is
QUICKENED, RAISED, and SEATED in the
Heavenlies WITH CHRIST. No intermediate stages,
no room for reforms or ordinances, but a grand
almighty act of creative grace, raising the dead sinner
to the Right Hand of God."

The doctrine of Justification by Faith receives a full
exposition in Phil. 3. The doctrine of the Gospel
committed to Paul is still truth for this present time,
but the Dispensational teaching is entirely different.
The Dispensaticnal teaching of Paul did not take
upon it a distinctive character until after Acts 28,

In Eph: 3, and Col. 1, he speaks of the Dispensation
given unto him, viz., the Dispensation of the Mystery.
In this honour it has pleased the Lord to allow none to
share. We shall be held responsible in that day for
the way in which we have treated this Special
Messenger. ‘“Be thou not therefore ashamed of the
Testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner.”” ‘If we
deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Tim. 2. 12).

To-day we are totally severed from Abrahamic
promises, kingdom blessings, hopes and ordinances.
We have no hesitancy in saying that the words of
Scripture “ There is therefore now, a Remnant according
to the election of Grace' is not a truth for the time
now present. God has obliterated "every distinction,
He knows neither Jew nor Gentile (dispensationally or
doctrinally), He recognizes only * sinners,” with no
other plea but Christ.

The Jew never did take precedence in salvation
(although he thought that he did); but he did
take precedence so far as dispensational blessings were
concerned, and will yet do so in the future Millennial
Dispensation. :

But now, neither in doctrinal blessings nor dispen-
sational privileges, does he fare any better than the
Gentile. Both Jew and Gentile who are ““in Christ "
are HEIRS TOGETHER ; both are equally members
of the SAME BODY TOGETHER; both are partakers
of HIS PROMISE IN CHRIST by the Gospel (not
“the promises''—the promises belong to Israel, Acts
2,39. Rom. 9. 4), but “ HIS Promise in Christ,” that is
the promise which is specially revealed now, in its
own peculiar season (Tit. 1. 1-3).

The ¢ One Body " of Eph. 4, is peculiar to the present
Dispensation. Gentiles were not admitted into member-
ship of a Body already existing—it is a new’ thing.
While ¢“the middle wall of partition’ remained, while
the enmity of Ordinances stood, the New Man, the One
Body, was an impossibility. So long as it seemed good
to the Holy Ghost to perpetuate a difference between
Jew and Gentile, there neither was, nor could be, such
a thing as the ONE BODY of Eph. 4.

Some have a difficulty in the fact that they find
written BEFORE Acts 28 the words ‘“ There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus ™ (Gal. 3. 28).

It must be remembered that the great controversy in
Galatians is of a Doctrinal character. Justification by

faith without legal works of any kind is the grand truth,
and the inspired challenge. The Judaisers (Acts 15,
and Gal. 2), sought to make believing Gentiles attempt
to perfect themselves by going through the rite of
circumcision. Ifthishad been allowed, it would have lent
colour to the idea that the Jew was in a safer place,
and on a higher platform, than the Gentile; but this
was not so. While the Apostle himself admitted that,
Dispensationally, Israel had many things denied to the
Gentiles, yet Doctrinally they were in exactly the same
need of the same grace and the same mercy. There
was profit in circumcision Dispensationaily; there was
none Doctrinally (compare Rom. 2. 25; 3. 1; Gal. 5. 2).

The words of Gal. 3. 28 echo and 'answer the
Pharisee’s morning prayer, wherein he blesses God that
he was not born a Gentile, a Slave, or a Woman. We
must also remember the final clause of this passage
“in Christ Jesus.” This reference has to do with the
believers relation to Christ, and his standing in grace.
«“ In Christ " all factions cease, all differences fade. In
Abrahamic blessings, and the covenants made unto the
Fathers, the Jew takes the lead. “In Christ"” the Jew
is not, and the Gentile is not,

We know very well that a clear distinction is drawn
between the man and ther woman—even regarding
ministry in the Church—yet ¢ In Christ’ there is
neither male nor female. Eph. 6. gives a word to the
“ masters” and to the ‘‘slaves”—yet ‘“In Christ"

there is ‘“ neither bond nor free.”

This passage (Gal 3. 28), has reference to that truth
which we have entitled “ doctrinal’and which character-
ized the gospel proclaimed by Paul from the very first.
It is noteworthy, in passing, that whereas the order of
the words before Acts 28 is “There is neither Jew nor
Greek,” when we read Col. 3. 11, after Acts 28, the
order is reversed—* There is neither Greek nor Jew.”
If we see nothing further than the admission of the
Gentiles upon terms of full equality to a unity already
existing, we signally fail in appreciating the riches of
grace that obtains to-day over Jew and Gentile-alike,
utterly transcending every manifestation of grace that
went before. God has fashioned the vessel anew as it
hath pleased Him (Jer. 18. 1-6)

Failure to distinguish between the ¢ nation” and the
“vemnant,” the doctrinal and dispensational teaching,
means failure to understand the Epistle to the Romans,
or indeed to understand the whole New Testament.
So complete is the apostasy of the nation, that by the
time ¢ Romans " was written, the end of all was visible
to the eye of the Apostle; their iniquity was full.
« Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for, but

‘the ELECTION hath obtained it and the rest were

blinded " (Rom. 11. 7).’

‘ Have they stumbled that they should fall.” * The
branches ltave been broken out in order that I might be
graffed in” (v. 11). These and similar expressions
show that the nation had manifested the hardness
of heart prophesied before by Isaiah (Isa. 6. g, 10).

Rom. 11. 2 tells us *“ God has not cast away His
people whom He foreknew there has been a
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remnant according to the election of grace.”" Israel's
great stumbling was the cross and all that it meant.
They were ignorant of God's way of justification.
“Israel pursuing after a law of righteousness, has not
attained to that law. Wherefore? Because it was not
on the principle of faith, but as of works—they have
stumbled at the stumbling-stone.” To be wrong here
is to be wrong completely. :

It is useless to seek to understand ¢the Mystery "
commissioned to Paul if we fail to appreciate bis
“ Gospel,” for he shows their close connection in the
last verses of Rom. 16, “ My gospel, the preaching of
Jesus Christ in harmony with the mystery.” The very
knowledge and enlightenment of the Jew gave occasion
for the flesh to work his undoing : whereas, the Gentile,
who knew neither God nor His law, who did not trouble
about seeking righteousness either by works or by faith,
received the gospel more readily. ¢ The Gentiles who
did not follow after righteousness have attained
righteousness, but the righteousness that is on the
principle of faith” (Rom. 9. 30).

God'’s purposes are by no means thwarted or altered
All is made to contribute to the accomplishing of His
will. Israel shall yet be righteous, they shall yet be
blessed, even though but a remnant believed during the
Pentecostal period: “for the gifts and calling of God
are not subject to repentance (Praise God). For as
indeed ye were formerly not believing in God, but now
have been objects of mercy through the unbelief of
others (Jews), so they too have now become unbelieving,
that they also may obtain mercy through the mercy
shown to you.”

Here is a mystery of grace and mercy beyond our
wildest dreams. Truly, our God delighteth in mercy.
The Jews gave occasion for greater mercy by their
unbelief—the Gentiles by their belief. How far above
our thoughts or ways is the Lord! God is not
slack; He is not unmindful; He keeps His Word,
Great is His faithfulness.

The promises made to the fathers still stand true.
God bath not cast away His people. All Israel shall
yet be saved ; ungodliness shall be turned away from
Jacob. ¢ As regards the Gospel, they are enemies on
your (Gentiles) account, but as regards the Election,
beloved because of the fathers’ (Rom. 11. 28).

Here is God’'s Own Word, and words :—** blinded,”
“hardened,” * broken off,’” * scattered,” wanderers for
long centuries, yet “« BELOVED!"” Oh for a heart to
believe ¢ ALL that the prophets have spoken.”

More and more the conviction grows upon us that
THE controversy of the Bible is not so much between
God and man, but between God and Satan; and Israel’s
case is illustrative of wider issues. Electing grace
operated in the midst of apostasy, but the rest, although
hard ‘and blind, were still beloved for the fathers’ sake.
They were not forgotten, * for God bath shut up
together all in unbelief”” Why ?—In order that He
might pour out His wrath on all? No! that is not
Scripture ; that is not the character of our God. ‘¢ But,
that He might show mercy upon all.” O the depth of

the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His
ways ! TFor of Him, and through Him, and for
Him, are all things, to Him be glory for ever, Amen"”
(Rom. 11. 32-36).

Is this the conclusion of our Dispensational study?

" Does our attempt to rightly divide the Word of Truth

magnify Him and enlarge our view of His purposes of
grace? Who would have thought that out of Israel’s
apostasy the Lord could have brought forth such
sweetness? (Rom. 11. 32). In His Dispensational
dealings with sinful erring man, God has many un-
trackable ways of mercy, many untrackable riches of
grace.

Soon the things depicted in *“ Romans " were to pass
away, but out of the chaos the Lord was to bring forth
the hidden mystery, to display still more His kindness
and His grace, * that unto the principalities and powers
in the heavenlies there may be shown now, by means
of the church, the manifold wisdom of God"”
(Eph. 3. 10).

« He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.” Satan
was more subtle, more wise, than any living creature.
Man has been his dupe and tool for ages, but out of it
all the Lord will bring both grace and glory, *““The
devil that deceived them ' is not to continue for ever.
Oh may our understanding of these things open our
hearts as well as our minds.

The more we know of the wonderful dealings of God,
the more reason we shall have to confess ‘ How un-
searchable! How untraceable!” We are but on the
fringe ; we are called to humility, meekness, and long-
suffering. Let us learn the needful lessons. The same
chapter that instructs us to rightly divide the Word of
Truth, also says that *the servant of the Lord must
not strive, but be gentle unto all” (2 Tim. 2. 24).

Let us not make dispensational truth a weapon to
turn against our brethren; let us rather realize that it
is a part of our armour to be used against the enemy of
our souls. '

Let us learn to distinguish between the doctrinal
and the dispensational teaching of the Apostle, and we
shall then be in a position to more clearly appreciate
just what the special blessings of this present time
really are. CuarLes H. WEeLcH.
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CuarTeER III.

THAT THE WHOLE OF THE FIRST CHAPTER
OF MATTHEW IS CONSTRUCTED ON A
HIGHLY ELABORATE MATHEMATICAL
PLAN, '

§44. The first chapter of Matthew consists of two
great divisions. Verses 1-17 give the Genealogy of
Jesus Christ : verses 18-25 narrate the peculiar manner
of the birth of Jesus Christ.
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The numeric phenomena of verses 1-17 have been
given in Chapters I. and II. Verses 18.25 present the
following phenomena of their own:

§45. This passage has 161 worps, or 23 sevens
(Feature 1) which consist of 343 SYLLABLES, or seven

(Feature 2) sevens (Feature 3) of sevens (Feature 4)

’

=7 X 7 X 7, the cube of seven. These 161 words
have a VocaBuLary of 77 words, or 11 sevens
(Feature 5), which occur in 105 Forms-(or 15 sevens)
(Feature 6).

The Numeric vALUE. of the 77 words of the Voca-
bulary is 51,247, or 7,321 sevens (Feature 7): of their
105 Forms itis 65,429, or 9,347 sevens (Feature8);
of the 161 words of the passage it is 93,394 or 7 X 7 X
1906, a multiple not only of seven (Feature g), but of
seven sevens (Feature 10).

Thus by merely scratching the surface, as it were, of
this passage, we at once come upon no less than ten
features of sevens, for which the chance of their being
undesigned is just one in 396,704,524,216, only one in
nearly four hundred thousand millions.

§ 46. Itisidle, therefore, to go on demonstrating that
the same elaborate numeric design already seen to run
through verses 1-17, runs also through verses 18-25.

Pages could be covered with the enumeration of the |

numeric features of this passage. Only one or two, not
hitherto met with, need be pointed out here.

In this passage the Angel addresses Joseph. With
reference to this fact the Vocabulary with its 77 words
is thus divided : the Angel uses 28 words, or 4 sevens,
leaving 49 or seven sevens as not used by him (Feature
11). Of the 105 Forms, he uses 35, or 5sevens ; leaving
70, or 10 sevens asnot used by him (Feature 12). The
Angel's 35- Forms have 168 Letters, or 24 sevens
(Feature 13). Of the 28 words of the Angel's Voca-
bulary, just seven are Verbs (Feature 14).

That is to say : the fact that a new feature is met
with in this passage, namely, a speech, is at once
signalized by some features of sevens being displayed
in connection with that fact.

. §47. Two letters are not found in this pas'sage:

{(=2) and ¢ (ps); their numeric values are seven

(Feature 15) and 700 or 100 sevens (Feature 16). The
first word of this passage, tov (=of the), has for its
numeric value 770, or 110 sevens (Feature 17).

§ 48. This first word, too, with its numeric value of
770, is a multiple of ¢leven as well as of seven, it being
1IX7X10 (Feature 1). The number of words in the
Vacabulary, 77, is 11 X 7, again a multiple of eleven,
as well as of seven (Feature 2). Of these 77 words, 33,
or 3 elevens, begin with a Vowel; and 44, or 4 elevens,
begin with a Consonant (Feature 3). The 77 words
have 396 letters, or 36 elevens (Feature 4); of “'which
143, or r3 €levens, begin with a Vowel; and 253, or 23
elevens, begin with a Consonant (Feature 5).

_ Only 22 létters of the alphabet are used in this

passage, or 2 elevens (Feature 6).

There is thus a scheme of elsvens in this passage as

well as of sevens (the chance for these six features of

elevens, by no means exhaustive, being only one in
90,858,768).

§49. The number of words in this passage, 161
(§ 45 above), is 23 x 7, a multiple of twenty-three as
well as of seven. Accordingly 69 of these, or 3
twenty-threes, belong to the Vocabulary words begin-
ning with a VoweL; and 92, or 4 twenty-threes, belong
to those beginning with a Consonant.! The chief
actor in this passage is Foseph, Iwon¢. His numeric
value 1518 is 11 X 23 X 6, a multiple of both ELEVEN
and TWENTY-THREE. In this connection it is to be
noted that the four PERsonNs named here Ilyoovs,
Iwond, Mapia, 6 ayyedos, Fesus, Foseph, Mary, the
Angel, have for their numeric value 2940, or 7x 7
x 60; a multiple of seven sevens. (Feature 10 above.)

§ 50. Those interested in, the more extensive
enumeration of the Numeric phenomena of this passage
will find it in “ Bible Numerics,” by the present writer,
pp. 201-214, where they are given at great length,
though in nowise exhaustively. Suffice it to say here
that, in that work, the mere enumeration of the pheno-
mena of sevens and elevens, in a bare, dry list, without
any comment whatever, covers two tabulated pages.

To this may be added the following fact: It has
already been seen in the analysis of the Genealogy,
verses 1-17, that, though each of its two portions, verses
1-11 and 12-17, has individual schemes of its own, yet
the Genealogy, as a whole, has marked Numeric schemes
of its own, likewise.

Now the same is the case with this chapter as
a whole. Though each of its divisions, verses 1-17
and 18-25, has distinct schemes of its own, the chapter
as a whole, has a marked scheme of its own.

Thus, for example, since the Vocabulary to this
chapter has 130 words, or 10 thirteens, a marked
scheme of thirteens runs through the chapter as a

-whole, in addition to the sevens, eights, nines, elevens,
seventeens and twenty - threes, already pointed out.

It being thus established that the entire first chapter
of Matthew is highly Numeric, even to the syllables,
letters, and piAcrITICAL MARKS (the rough breathing) we
are at once enabled to settle a number of hitherto un-

- certain mattersin Scripture Lex1cograpby, and Textual

Criticism:

(1) The three names Aawd, Iwoias, Ofas, (David,
Fosiah, Uzziahk), Westcott and Hort, who follow the best
manuscripts give as Aaved, Iwoeas, Olaas ; that is, in

“each case they add the letter ¢ (e), increasing in each case

the number of letters by one, and the Numeric value
by 5. In the Genealogy these three names occur
togelher In verses 18-25 Aawd, (Davsd) occurs alone.
Now in this 1.’>ortxon very many Numeric features are
lost, and the desxgn is seriously marred by the addition
of this one letter in the name of David. The Received
Text, in fact, has only five letters; but spells it Aafif,
Dabid. But Numerics establish the true spelling Aauv:d.2

10bserve that 69 is 10 sevens (minus one); and g2 is 13 sevens
(plus one). Each number is thus within one of a multiple of seven.
ompare Chapter I., Note 8.

8 A reading whu:h is supported by Griesbach, Wordsworth the
Memphitic Version of the 2nd or 3rd Century, and other
authorities.—(ED1TOR.)
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With the ¢ in David being established as an inter-
polation from verses 18-25, it was natural to suspect
also the lengthened spelling in verses 1-17, of Fosiah
and Uzziah, where they occur together with David.
And Numerics, on examination, promptly ruled out the
superfluous letter (e=e) there also.

That is to say: Even the best manuscripts and
editors having, through lack of information and care,
admitted an intruder into the Sacred Text, the
Numerics at once cried out: Intruder! Interloper!
Out with it! And nothing but prompt ejection of
these intruders restores the beautiful order from what
otherwise remains confusion.

(2). The ancient manuscripts having no spaces
between the words, the separation of words often
becomes a matter of critical acumen, and at times,
alas! of sheer human conjecture. Thus in verse 17,
Westcott and Hort thrice print Sexatecoapes, fourteen as
one word. But the numeric schemes are broken up,
and the designs are destroyed thereby in many features;
since the designer intended it to be Sexa reocapes, ten-
four.

(3)- In verses 18-25, Westcott and Hort leave three
readings in uncertainty, which they honourably confess
by their notation. In verse 18, they are uncertain
about word Inoov (=of Fesus). The Bible of half of
Christendom, that of the Roman Church, reads: Now of
the Christ the birth was thus, the word Fesus being omitted.
Westcott and Hort bracket this last word in their
uncertainty. But note, the passage has at present:

Words 161 or 7X 23
Forms 105 Or 7°X 15
Numeric Value ... 93,394 Or 7 X 7 X 1906
Forms, Numeric Value, 65,429 or 7 X 9347, etc.
Omit this word, and the passage has
Words 160 Or 4 X4 X 10
Forms 104 or 4 X 26
Numeric Value 93,706 or 2 x 46,353
Forms, Numeric Value, 64,741 or 64,741 X 1
Where, in the former case all is order, in the latter, all
"is confusion ; and this disorder would be still more
striking, were the illustration extended beyond these
four items given here.

The numeric scheme thus at once cries out to the
-Romian Bible: Put back that rejected Fesus! Replace
that missing piece in that Geometrical Figure! Restore
the pearl to its vacant place in the necklace!

The same observation applies to the other two
words : 6 (=?he) in verse 24, and ol (=not), in verse 25,
which, in their uncertamty, Westcott and Hort bracket
as candidates for omission. The Numerics demand their
retention.

(4). As the writer deals only with the text of
Westcott and Hort, which, on the whole, comes nearest,
in his opinion, to those of the original autographs them-
selves, he here leaves out of consideration the readings of
the Received Text, which is the basis of the English
Bible. But it may be here remarked that the word *first-
born " in verse 25 is, according to Numerics, as well as
according to the Cntxcal Editors, an—interpolation.

(5). So-called Middle and Passive Verbs, in Greek,
like peBeppnvevopar, are given in the dictionaries under
the active form : pefeppnveve. Now, Numerics show that
a Verb in opat, whether Middle or Passive, of which the
Active form is not used in the New Testament, must
appear in the VOoCABULARY With opac; pefepunvevopar rather
than pefeppnrevw. This, and many other similar facts
(which will be pointed out as they come up) show that
our Bible Dictionaries must be re-written, if they are to
represent the mind of the Bible writers.

(6).. The same is the case with words like eAfw and
epYopar (fo come). Both are Defective Verbs, with the
defective parts of each supplied from the other verb.
Compare the English go, and went; good, and better.
Dictionary makers, however, treat eAfw as a part of
epxopat. But in verse 18 here guveAfew, if put in the
Vocabulary as ouvepxopa:, makes confusion; but, as
ocwelbo it keeps the beautiful order. Herealso, andin alt
the simslar cases, therefore, our Bible Dictionaries have here-
after to be rewritlen, if they are to be Dictionaries to ils
writings AS DESIGNED.

(7). In verse 20 Westcott and Hort are uncertain
whether the Lord’s mother should be called Mary
(Mapiav), or Miriam, (Mapwp), as the difference in the
Numeric Value of the final letters p, v is 10, THE
CHANGE FROM MARY DESTROYS THE DESIGN IN THE
NuMERIC VALUEs.

The Numeric design in this chapter thus Gives
CERTAINTY in four distinct cases where the most pains-
taking editors after twenty-eight years of toil kave fo
CONFESS UNCERTAINTY. It—CORRECTS as many as four
clear errors of these same faithful and conscientious and
devout editors; and, for scientific purposes, DESTROYS
THE VALUE OF ALL OUR PRESENT DICTIONARIES. In the
matter of Lexicography, theyallneedrecasting according
to Bible Numerics, to be the helps they were meant
to be.

And it is thus that Scnpture is found to judge the
work of man rather than being fitly judged of man.

D= = 0
[| Gbmgs Hew and Old. |
-

“THE MESSIANIC JEW.”

HE First Number of a Magazine bearing the above-
T named title, and published at Johannesburg,
South Africa, has just come to hand. It needs
comment, as it agitates for a movement, likely to lead
astray many Christians, both Jewish and’ Gentile,
especially the former. .

. Its professed aim, as stated by itself, is:—
(1). Not to leave a stone unturned until the stain on
the Name of Our Lord is wiped away and He stands

.revealed to the Jewish mation as the true Jewish

Messiah.,

(2). To awaken the national consciousngss in the
hearts of Hebrew Christians, and a corresponding
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desire for the preservation of that consciousness in
their future generations.

(3). To educate Gentile Christian opinion and to
obtain a pronouncement that it is perfectly consistent
and scripturally authoritative for Jewish Christians to
maintain their distinctive national character.

The italics in each case are mine.

Except for the fact that, at present, Hebrews, thongh
a distinct race, are, at present, not a nation, every true
Christian will, I think, be in thorough accord with the
first aim.

The 2nd and 3rd aims are unfolded by various writers
in the journal, and to sum them up in brief, they
appear to be as follows for Hebrew Christians, and
them alone, be it noted :—

(a) Continuance of Circumcision :—

(b) Observance of the Jewish feasts in, a pparently
the present Jewish manner:—

(¢) Meeting houses (Synagogues) for
Christians only.

The various writers, Jew and Gentile give evidence
of lamentable ignorance of Scripture taken as an
organic whole, of the Mosaic Ceremonial Law, of the
Epistle to the Galatians (which they quote), and, like
the majority of Gentile teachers, of the character of the
dispensatior under which we are now living.

CircunmcisioN.—The Apostle Paul tells us (Gal. 5. 3)
that he who is circumcised “is a debtor to do the whole
law.,” The laws as to cleansing from ceremonial
defilement are very clear and strict; and since the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, in aA.D. 70, no

Hebrew

such cleansing is possible; and, ceremonially, every.

Jew is hopelessly defiled; he is, consequently, not in a
condition to observe the Feasts of the Lord, which
must, moreover, be kept in God’s appointed place, not

in others of their own devising; and be accompanied

with Animal Sacrifices. He cannot possibly “do the
whole law.” , i

Separate Synagogues appear to be desired on the
ground that converted Jews, and they alone, are ‘ the
Israel of God ” (Gal. 6. 16). Butin chapter 3, verse 28,
we are told that ¢ there is neither Jew nor Greek,
neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus.” This is enough to teach
us that ‘“the Israel of God” is a synonym for “the
Church of God,” which has, as such, no earthly calling,
whatever national duties a Jewish or Gentile Christian
may bave to perform in the country of his birth or
adoption. A Jew converted by God to the Gospel has,
now, done with Judaism for ever; hisonly concern with
those of his race being, to carry the same Gospel to them,
and to teach them the meaning of their own Scriptures.

The writers seem to forget that *The Church (or
Israel) of God " is a body called out from the Jews and
from the Gentiles; the only difference being that, by
the living union with Christ of each of its members,
the Gentile, being naturally *afar off,” receives higher
promotion than does the Jew, to bring both to the same
high level. Is this the cause of the jealousy ?

No instructed Jew ought to be ignorant of the fact,

that when Israel is restored to his land and purged of
his iniquities, a full two-thirds having been destroyed
in the process, Gentiles may, if they please, have an
inheritance in the land; ¢ and they shall be unto you
as born in the country among the Children of Isvael,” see
Ezek. 47. 22-23. Then, he must be circumcised in
flesh, for there is an earthly position, with Temple,
Ceremonial Law, .and Animal Sacrifices, as well as
Spiritual Blessing for all this Israel, to every member
without exception. But such Hebrew, and such
Gentile converts (not proselytes) will be on a platform
of absolute equality.

It is true that the Apostle Paul circumcised Timothy,
and kept certain .feasts; but the Temple was then
standing; and God had not, as yet, suspended His
Covenant relations with the Jews,

The very clear and simple statement in Ezek. 47.
22-23, should remove all dust from the eyes of a con-
verted Hebrew, and enable him to understand the
mystery of ‘“ the Church of God.”

Everyone, Jew or Gentile, converted to the Gospel
of the Grace of God, becomes thereby, spiritually, of
the sead of Abraham, as the Epistle to the Galatians
teaches us, see Ch. 3. verses- 6-7.

There is, however, a class of unconverted Jews for
whom separate meeting houses might be very desirable,
or for whom special Bible Meetings might be organised,
viz., those who, like many Gentiles in corrupt churches,
have desired to know the real truth as revealed in
God’s word, and not as strained through the coal sack
of the *“tradition of the elders,” Jewish or Gentile; but
this does not appear to be the aim of the Magazine
under review. The greater part of true Christians are
either brought to Christ early in life through godly
teachers, or through revivals in Bible Countries. Still
greater blessing might well be expected amongst Jews
through such meetings, as that race is, by covenant,

nearer to God than are the Gentiles.
M. ALvEs.

KING AHAB'S ARCHIVES.

INVENTORY OF PALACE FURNITURE
FOUND.

A DISCOVERY of vast importance for Biblical history,
says the Daily Telegraph, is announced in the
Berliner Tageblatt by the Orientalist, Doctor Yahuda.

It appears that Professor Reisner, whd has been
carrying out excavations for an American society on
the site of the Israelitish capital in Samaria, has
unearthed a h’uhdred clay tables, covered with in.
scriptions, which are believed to form a portion of the
archives of King Ahab, a contemporary of the prophet
Elijah. '

These inscriptions, which, merely in their quantity,
constitute the most remarkable archaological find that
bas been made in Palestine, are not cut into the
tables, but are written in old Hebraic characters with
the intensely black ink found on the Egyptian papyri
of between one and two thousand years before Christ.
One of them is a letter to Ahab from the King of
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ALIENS AND THE JEWS.

Since the crimes and disturbances caused by crimi:
aliens in the East of London, some of our newspag
have written articles. against the Jews as a whole;
distinguishing b«tween criminal aliens and Jev:
Refugees.

We are.glad to insert the following letter, sent to -
and our readers by the Barbican Mission to the Je
and are thankful to give publicity to this timely uti:
ance. ‘

Assyria, who, Dr. Yahuda believes, was either Assur-
banipal or his son Salmar.eser I1.

Another of the tub''s contains a detailed inventory
of the furniture of = Royal Palace, but further par-
ticulars of the fir bhave not yet become known.
Nevertheless, it i evidently destined to provide
convincing confirm:iicu of certain phases of Old
Testament history whi 1 some modern critics have
been in the habit of trex ng as altogether mythical.

D-
| Signs . the Gimes.
O

B...B1cAN MISSION TO THE JEWS,
82 WHITECHAPEL' Roap, E,,
4th February, 191+,

THE JEWS OF FAST LONDON MISSION TESTIMOXN
To th: Editor of ** Things to Come.”

Sir,—In days whci attempts are being made, in some quart._.
to place the Jews of East London before the world in a light t
is false and prejudicial, we deem it our duty to testify what we knc .

For many years past the workers of the Barbican Mission to t.
Jews have gone in and out among the Hebrew population of Wt'

3T . ’ [ 13 —
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THE RESTORA ION OF CHALDEA.
At length it appear: (hat definite steps have been

taken in this epoch-makirg work, and that the proposals
of Sir Willlam W .iiccc 5 are about to take effect.
Their relation to unfulfilled prophecy cannot be over-
estimated, showing us how, very speedily (as things
move in these days) the land may rise, as it were, from
the grave ; and that which has appeared as impossible
may be a realised fact.

Sir John Jackson, JM.. .| the eminent contractor, has
signed a contract with ti:e2 Turkish Government for the
construction of a ~srear dam at the Hindié section of
the Euphrates, in ccnuection with the Mesopotamia
Irrigation Works, by whizh it is hoped to restore. the
prosperity of this ap:” yarden of the world.

The dam, which e the most important work
carried out in Mescpoii (1a in modern times, will, it is
understood, cost several millions of pounds.

The irrigation works in Mesopotamia, which are
based on the recomm.:zndations of Sir William Will-
cocks, who-was engaged =s adviser in connection with
the proposals by t. ¢ €. .n of Turkey in 1908, are as
follows :—

A new barrage at Hirnaié, across a diversion of the River
Euphrates, with thirtv-six slzice gates and a lock for navigation.

An addition to the existi= > tarrage at Hindié across a diversion of
the existing branch o the ri-=:. comprising seven sluice gates and a
lock for navigation.

A barrage across a diversicn of the Hillé branch, containing ten
sluice gates. .

Excavation of these diversions of the Euphrates and other
branches at Hindié ~ad Hii'’

A diversion of t*~ ~zter = 1e Euphrates and the closing of the

bed of the Euphra: >y a ¢
A barrage across - resc: .z at Habbania.
Excavating the r - _cvoir.

“ My hopes, . a:nb ions, my work are bound up
with the re-crea:ion ¢! Chaldea” said Sir William
Willcocks some ‘1= ago, when discussing his plans for
rebuilding the s:sv ir ation camals in that ruined
country. :

For years he }.zs be.- perfecting his gigantic scheme
for reStoring the anciex. Chaldean irrigation works on
the Euphrates and T.'ris, the traditional site of the
Garden of Ede». He has made a number of trips
through these vrileys, : »d is convinced that the con-
struction of irrigation works will be comparatively
easy and inexpensive.

Exc¢avations n:ale at -arious places along this river
show that the - .icnt ystem of canals existed many
centuries B.c. Ii .asse: .rom the Persians to the Arabs,
who long maintz :ed it 1 working order.

e .

chapel, Spitalfields, Stepney, and adjoining townships and paris’
and have, in the nati:: = of things, seen much of the home life
out-door labour of the people. Moreover, the preachers
teachers at the headquarters of the Mission, 82 Whitechapel Rc
have come into close contact with men, women, and children of
same nationality, and thus have become acquainted with their =
and desires, their struggles and difficulties, both personal
social. As the outcome of close observation—observation, .
over, which is only p-~zsible to such as are known to be well-mea:
and friendly, we give it as our profound conviction that a g:
injustice is being pcrpetrated upon the Jews of East Londo.
those who speak of them collectively as specially bad, and dec’
them as a body to be offensive and disloyal.

Speaking of what we see and know, we are bold to say thz". .
family life and the social circle, as well as for industry and sob
in business relatiorn- the Jews of East London—even thos:
are ‘“‘alien™ in or';.:—set an example which, if observed
copied by the comm.u_.ity in general, would assuredly tell with
results upon the mn-als and vigour of the population as a w:
With regret we admi: that there are bad Jews; but so also *°
are bad men in all nationalities ; and it cannot be just to hold any *
of people responsible for the ill-deeds of its delinquent men
Do we wish that our beloved land could be rid of ‘¢ undesirab!
So also do the Jew.: and their leaders are ever advocating
course. As, however, the fact that there are bad Englishmen |
means justifies the description of all Englishmen as ¢ double
villains,” so likewise, the fact that there are some disrepr ..¢°
Hebrews achieves nothing in- the direction of making the ar. "
people as a body to be ** sinners above all men.”

Having regard te "he Houndsditch murders, and other :
violence which have .urnished a pretext for the misrepresen
against which we now protest, it seems to us quite extraordina-
the Jews as a people should have been denounced simply b«
from their midst there have come forward, at great personz
men and women who have given important evidence against v
doers, who, though foreign, were not Jewish. Whereas gr:
should have been fe!t at the service thus rendered, there has fo
an outcry against the nationality of the witnesses, as if the
of testimony implied participation in the guilt exposed !

From a long and intimate experience, we re-echo the words
Chief Rabbi, when he says that ‘‘ Anarchism and lawlessn:
diametrically opposed to the letter and spirit of Judaism.”
0O1d Testament, no less than in the New, there is a command to -
God and honour th King™ (see Prov. 24. 21; 1 Peter 2. 1
these circumstances, we bear our testimony to the generz
character and loyaliy of the Jews; and trust that in no ca.
the friends of Israci be dissuaded from taking a loving inte:"
the people, who, of God, are still * beloved for the fathers' s:

We remain,
Faithfully yours,

(Signed) H. W. Wess-PEPLOE,

Prebendary of St. Paul's Cathedral, and Vic:z:
»f St. Paul's Church, Onslow Sq., S.W,,

Pres’
C. T. LirsHyTZ, .
D’ :ctor and Superintendent Missionary,
Sec:
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ERRATA.

BisLe NuMerics.—In the January number, readers
are requested to make the following corrections in their
copies. Owing to distance (in U.S.A.), and time
occupied in the post, Mr. Panin was unable to correct
the printer’s proof.

p. 7, col. 2, line 8, ¢ Terah,” should be ¢ Zerah.”

19, ““Feature 8" should be ‘“Featureg.”

v ,,  note2. I treat merely for convenience
I and me as parts of the same word. Were
Numerics to be studied in English they would be
two different Vocabulary Words; since eyw and
pov, in Greek are two Vocabulary Words; and
the Eoglish I, is only the German Ick, the same
as the Latin ¢go ; and me is the Latin me ; distinct
Vocabulary Words.

p. 8, col. 1, note 4. The place value of ¢, 5, and 6,
should be 6, 7, 8, and not 7, 8§, 9.

p- 8, col. 2, line 11. Immediately after Feature 18,
add the last five lines of note 5 at foot of col. 1,
beginning with the words ¢ That is to say, &c.”
These last five lines have nothing to do with the
note.

1 ”

NEAJ

10, col. 2, line 33. ¢ sum” should be * product.”

RRATA.—* The Gospel of the Glory of Christ ;" p. 4
of January number, col. 2, line 28, “in" should
be ¢ before.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

M. T. (Enfield). It is impossible for us to print the
Greek Text to accompany Mr. Panin’s articles. Many
of our readers know enough of Greek to test them for
themselves and others. Those who do not, must be
content to accept the conclusions and rely on the
results of the testings in other hands. Several are
engaged in the task: You rightly say that in these
papers “accuracy is the sole element.”

H. A. H. (Portsmouth). In note on p. 8, January
Number. There is no “6" as the character for 6 is
not a letter of the Alphabet, but an arbitrary symbol is

- used, somethmg like an abnormal final “5" called
“ Stlgma (or mark).

E. J. M. (Sheffield). Thereis no “serious omission ”
in the A.V.or R.V.in Acts 14. 23. There is a serious
mistranslation. And that is what you probably refer
to. The word rendered ‘“ordained” in the A.V. and
"appointed” in the R.V. is the Greek word cheirotones
which means to stretch out the hand (from cheir—hand,
and teins, to put or stretch out). Hence it means to

choose by voting, or as we should say to vote by a show
of hands.

p. 8,col. 2, line 16. 3" should be “ A"
" p- 9, col. 1, line 19 from bottom ¢ are named,” should

be “are not named.”’ ‘

p- 9, col. 2, line 15  *Feature 75" should be
« Feature 45.” ° - -

p- 9, col. 2, line 17. The last name should be
“Talpwv " not Eadpwy.

p. 9, col. 2, line 24. “ 59235,” should be * 8g25."

p. 10, col. 1, line 18. * sum " should be  product.”

p- 10, col. 1, line 12 from bottom, ‘197" should !
be ¢ 199."”

p.

E

NOTICES.

A Bible Reading is held on Tuesday evening, at 8

p.m., at 148 Albert Palace Mansions, Battersea. Park,
S.W., commencing March 7th.

GLASGOW.

A meeting for Bible Study is held at The Christian
Institute, Bothwell Street (Room No. 3), on Sundays,
at 2.30 p.m., March sth and 19th.

PIMLICO (LonpoN, S.W,)
The next meeting at 55 Moreton Street, will be held,
“if the Lord will,” on Wednesday, 8th’ March, at 7

o'clock, subject for consideration, ‘* What is the Soul
and what becomes of it? "’

THE EDITOR'S SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS.

IpswicH.—Council Chamber, Town Hall,
8th, at 7.30 p.m.

WHETSTONE.—The Meeting Room, Athenzum Road,
on March gth, at 7.30 p.m.

Orp Hirr.—Parish Church, on Sunday, March 12th,
at 11 a.m.; and 7 p.m.

BirMINGHAM.—Prior Rooms, Old Square, on March
13th, at 7.30 p.m.

WaLTHAMSTOW.—Zion Baptist Chapel, Maynard Road,
on March 15th, at 8 p.m.

BourNEMOUTH WEST.—West Clift Tabernacle, on
March 16th, at 7.30 p.m. ~

ActoN.—The Lecture Hall, Church Road, on March
20th, at 7.30 p.m.

WoRrTHING.—Worthing Tabernacle, Chapel Road, on
March 22nd, at 3.15 and 7.30 p.m.

Muswerrt Hiir.—g Hallewick Parade, Colney

Lane, March 27th, 8 p.m.

SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD. — Providence Hall,

28th, at 7.15 p.m.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
(*“Things to Come” Publishing Fund).
W. H. (Surrey) ... . 1£
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Mrs. G. T. (London, S.E.) .
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Oc — = — 1= 0 Many of our readers have reason to wish that their
0- O | own Brethren knew something of the justice of Pagan
[] Ed“orial l] Law. How many are daily condemned without any
. such ‘“licence.” In the “ whisperings and backbitings,"”
|:D]‘ st , = E] which abound throughout the sects, characters are
) blasted, and reputations ruined without any such
HEBREWS XI. opportunity of answering for one’s self.

XIV._FAITH'S SUFFERING FOR GOD. Hence we need to-day as much as ever—(for religion

“AND OTHERS.”
(Continued from page 26.)

(iii.) *“ BoNDS AND IMPRISONMENT.."”

HESE are the concluding words of verse 36 which
was the subject of our last paper.
“ BonDps AND IMPRISONMENT "’
awaited those who were faithful to the God Whom these
sufferers believed.

We have already referred to Micaiah (1 Kings xxii.
26), and we might mention Hannani the seer, who was
-put in prison by Asa, in his rage (2 Chron. xvi. 10);
and ]eremiah (Jer. xxxii. 2; xxxvi. 5) who, when put

into the pit of the dungeon sank into the mire.

(xxxviii. 6).

All this suffering was brought on in consequence of
faithfulness ; and this faithfulness was the fruit of their
faith : for it is, and ever has been, that the absence of
faith in God leads to unfaithfulness to God.

And, if we ask why all this cruelty was so con-
spicuous in Israel, and is still, in Romanism, the answer
is that, in both cases, the religious power was one with
the civil power. Hence its bitterness, and its unrelenting

character. In Romanism we see the true successor of
Israel’s persecuting spirit. Both are visible to this
day.

For centuries Rome wielded the c1v11 power ; - and
even to-day wherever this is combined with religious
power as it is still in some countries, alas! we see the
.same results.

The ¢ Christian religion,” as such is no different in
spiritand character from ‘‘ the Jews’religion.” All the
persecutions of Rome have been inflicted in the name

_of “the Christian religion,” and’ it would be much the
same in our own day if it were not for the protection
which the civil power affords us.

Paul himself had to appeal to the civil power of

. Pagan Rome for a justice which he could not procure
from his religious brethren according to the flesh.

Religion condemns from its feelings; not from the
principles of law or equity. When it desived to have
Judgment against Paul, Festus answered ‘* It is not the
manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die,

< before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face,
and have licence to amswer for himself comcerning the crire
“laid against him." (Acts.xxv. 15, 16).

! will be the same to the end)—the same living faith in

- the living God.

Nothing else will stand us in any stead.

“ Semper cadem - (always the same)is the motto of
religion, and the Apostle experienced it. It was this
that caused him to say ‘“all are turned away
from me” (2 Tim. i. 15). He refers to those among
whom he laboured most effectually and for a longer
period than any others (Acts xix. 10). And at the end
of his life and ministry he had to say “ No man stood
with me ; all nen forsook me’* (2 Tim. iv. 16).

He sufiered in a more refined way than those whom
he dragged from their homes and delivered to prison.
And it was probably more acute. For, in prison, the
iron may enter into the flesh; but, in thus being for-
saken, it enters into the spirit. But it-hurts just the
same!

Oh! to have a living faith in the living God.
abideth faithful.”

Hence, the Apostle could immediately add to his
sad confession: ‘ Notwithstanding, the Lord stood
with me and strengthened me."” -

The Word of the Lord was not bound. That is why
he could add “ that by me the preaching might be fully
known, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I
was delivered out of the paw of the lion. And the Lord-

{3 He

“shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve

me unto His heavenly kingdom to Whom be glory
ever and ever.” Amen” (2 Tim. iv. 17, 18).

The struggles of opposing worships were always of the
fiercest. Nothing in the world has ever been so cruel
as religion ! More blood has been shed and more lives
sacrificed in the name of religion than in any other
cause. It is the same in modern times as in ancient ;
the same in the days of Antiochus as in the reign of
Manasseh ; the same under Diocletian and others as
under Antiochus ; the same under Ferdinand in Spain
and under Mary in England, as under Diocletian.

The same is seen to-day, without shedding of blood,
or breaking of bones, but not without breaking of
hearts, among those who inherit the same religious
nature and instincts,

Only among those who are endeavouring to ¢ keep

“the unity of the Spirit;” do we discern *“the bond of

peace.”” It is among those who are seeking to male
their own bodies that we see strifes, envies and
divisions, and excommunications.
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This spirit is seen in all systems of religions, in all
ages.

The Apostle, of course, is referring to the establish-
ment of false religion in the kingdoms of Israel and Judah
which we may be quite sure was not accomplished
without persecution.

We know that, under Jezebel's religious tyranny in

Israel, the outward worship of Jehovah was, for a time

at least, extinct.

We know from 2 Chron. that Jeroboam, who first
introduced anotker religion into Israel, robbed the
Levites of their possessions and property, and prc-
hibited them from carrying out their duties in the
worship of Jekovah. .

They emigrated in a body to Judah; ‘and, after
them, out of all the tribes of Israel, such as set their
hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel, came to
Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their
fathers "’ (2 Chron. xi. 14-16).

|
|
|

Another and a greater exodus is mentioned as .

coming
Simeon,” n the reign of Asa, king of Judah (2 Chron.
Xv. g).

In the reign of Hezekiah also ““ divers of Asher and
Manasseh, and of Zebulun humbled themselves and
came to Jerusalem” (2 Chron. xxx. 10).

These events show how severe was the pressure of
the persecutions carried on by the idolatrous kings of
Israel, Ahab and Jezebel, Ahaz and Manasseh as well
as under Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. )

So that it was not merely under Antiochus Epiphanes
that religious persecution was so severely felt. It is
only that we have further details given of them in
Jewish secular history in the books of the Maccabees
and by Josephus.

Josephus tells how, when ‘“ Antiochus had built an

idol-altar upon God's atlar, he slew swine upon it, and |

so offered a sacrifice neither according to the law nor
the Jewish religious worship in that country. He also
compelled them to forsake the worship that they paid
to their own God, and to adore those whom he took to
be gods, and-made them build temples and raise idol-
altars in every city and village, and offer swine upon
them every day . .. He also appointed overseers,
who should compel them to do what he had commanded.
And, indeed, many Jews there were who complied with
the king's commands, either voluntarily or out of fear
of the penalty that was denounced; but the best men,
and those of the noblest souls, did not regard him, but
did pay a greater respect to the customs of their
country than concern as to the punishment which he
threatened to the disobedient ; on which account they
every day underwent great miseries and bitter torments,
for they were whipped with rods, and their bodies were
torn to pieces, and were crucified while they were still
alive and breathed . . . and if there were any sacred
book of the law found, it was destroyed, and, those
with whom they were found, miserably perished also
(Josephus Antiqutics xii. s, 4).

[t has been the same sad story through all the ages: |

“out of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and of !

not merely in Israel and [alestine, but in Rome, and
wherever Romanism has had power, in every part of
the world. Rome brought religious tortures to per-
fection and made persecution a fine art.

How many tens of thousands perished for their faith
in God and His Word has been computed, but will
never be known till “that day " of recompense shall
come, and ‘““the day of vengeance of our God.” |

Blood has been shed in wars of conquest, but the
conquered had at least the opportunity of self-defence,
as well as of overcoming. But it is religion that has
never given any quarter, and has exhibited all the hatred
and enmity of Satan himnself against the people of God
and the Word of God.

Jews suffered as well as, or even more than Protes-
tants, throughout the persecutions of Rome in Europe.

The Armada that sailed from Spain was not for
political conquest, but for religious supremacy. Thumb-
screws, and similar instruments of torture found in the
vessels sailing under the orders of Rome,* were not
weapons for honourable warfare, but for the subjugation
of the conscience, and the extinction of liberty.

These are, and ever have been, the two aims and
objects of religious persecution.

The spirit of them is seen in the religious intolerance
of modern Christian and so-called Protestant sects, who
suffer not their members to worship outside their own
bodies, without making them feel certain pains and
penalties, often resulting in excommunication, and
extending as far as surveillance of the private life and
associations which bring “a visit” from those who
assume and usurp an authority in defiance of the simplest
laws of Christian liberty. Even those outside, like our-
selves, are inade to feel the secret power of religious boy-
cotting which is as rife and rampant in some
“ Christian " sects as in the political sphere.

Let a member of such sects dare to learn and
discover some new truth from the Word of God, which
bappens to be different from what has been determined
on by the sects themselves, and at once he is made to
experience the worstfeatures of “religion,” and torealize,
even in his private life, the power of a secret inquisition,
which is as real as that of Rome, and whose tortures,
though not physical or in the body, are as acutely felt,
and may have after-effects on bodily health and mental
powers.

In our own day, though *““the powers that be”
are able still to protect us from the grosser out-
rages and physical tortures of former days, they are
yet unable to reach those which are animated by the
self-same spirit, and are more refined in their character,
being calculated to produce their own peculiar mental
and spiritual effects. '

The same ¢ like precious faith” is required in us,
as much as it ever was by the saints of old, if we dare
to believe God in what He has revealed in His Word.

The irreligious world' has formulated its Eleventh’
Commandment. A breach may be made and tolerated
in any or all of the other ten ; but ‘¢ Thou shalt not be

*Etill preserved, and to be seen in tae Tower of London.
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found out,” is more important than all, in the eyes
of the world and is certain to bring down the world’s
condemnation.

It is the same in the religious world. It has its
Eleventh Commandment: “thou shalt not differ in
opinion.” All else will be tolerated; but once this
command is broken, the unpardonable sin has been
committed.

We repeat therefore, once again, that nothing but a
living faith in the living God “ will stand us in any
stead when we thus have to face religious intolerance.”

Oh! to believe God; and ‘ cease from man.”

Let us remember these ¢ others.” They have no
pname; let us be content to have none. .

Thosewho through God-givenfaithhave been enabled
ta do great wonders may be known and named, and
endured, and even praised by the world. But, there are
“others” who must be content to walk with God—
unkoown by the world, and suffering for what they have
learned from the Word of God, and for daring to believe
Him instead of the traditions of men.

O JEj— —ce———[]
| Bible Word Studies. |
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By JaMEs CHRISTOPHER SMITH.

No. 3.

HE following paragraphs convey an interpretation

which is humbly submitted to the judgment of

Bible students. The facts on which the interpretation

rests are here fully set forth. If the teaching is of God

it cannot be overthrown ; if it is of man it will come to
nought as it ought to do.

We will follow our usual double method of analysis

and synthesis.

“FouxpaTioN.”

1. THE TERM AS FOUND IN THE

ExcrLise New TESTAMENT.

The word ¢ foundation " is found in the English New
Testament twenty seven times: twenty three times in
the singular, and four times in the plural.

The plural instances are Acts 16. 26; Heb. 11. 10;
Rev. 19. 14, 19.

Twice we find the verbal form ¢ founded,” namely
in Matt. 7. 25; and Luke 6. 48, And the same form
ought to appear in Heb. 1. 10; where the literal
rendering, according to the Greek is, “ Thou, at the first,
O Lord, didst found the earth,” a testimony of vast
importance as we shall see.

2. THE GREEK TERMS TRANSLATED ‘* FOUNDATION."”

From what has been said above, it might naturally
be concluded that the word ¢ foundation'' is the
English translation of one Greck word. But that is not
50, as we shall now point out,.

Let it be carefully borne in mind that there are two
distinct Greek terms which are translated in English by
the word * foundation.” Theoneis the word themelios,
a word derived from the verb tithémi meaning to place,

or put in a position. The other is the term katabole,
which is derived from the Greek verb Kataballa
meaning to cast down, or overthrow.

The first, themelios, is found in seventeen places:
while the other, katabolé, is found in ten places. The
references are as follows : —

For themelios, Luke 6. 48, 49; 14.29; Acts 16. 26;
Rom. 15. 20; 1 Cor. 3. 10,11, 12; Ephes. 2. 20; 1 Tim.
6. 19; 2 Tim. 2. 19; Heb. 1. 10 (where as already
explained it is the verbal form, not the noun); 6. 1;
11. 10; Rev. 21. 14 (twice), 19. ‘

For katabolé, Matt. 13. 35; 25. 34; Luke 11. 50;
John 17. 24; Ephes. 1. 4; Heb. 4. 3; 9. 26; 1 Pet. 1.
20; Rev. 13. 8; 17. 8.

And now having pointed out the actual use of the
terms, we must refer to their

3. DIFFERENTIATING FEATURES.

When we observe closely how these two Greek words
are related to other terms and associated with them a
remarkable phenomenon emerges.

It is found that the word katabole is associated in
every instance of its use, with the term kosmos (world);
while the word themelios is never so associated. In

' other words it appears that the phrase ‘ foundation of

|
|
|
|

the world" is exclusively connected with the term
katabolc, but that the term themelios is never found in
that connexion. Here, therefore, there stands out a
rather startling distinction. )

And not only so, but it is also found that the phrase
translated ‘“foundation of the world" is always governed
by one or other of two prepositions: pro (before), and
apo (from): so that the ten instances, where KatabolZ
is used with Aosmos, are divided into the two groups
namely, where we have ¢ from the foundation of the
world ” and where we have ‘“before the foundation of
the world.”

Clearly, here, whatever significance we attach to
this remarkable phrase, we have in these two pre-
positions a dividing line of time, before which and from
(or after) which time certain things happened. Sucha
definite and exclusive distinction as above indicated
cannot be an accidental phenomenon; it behoves us,
therefore, to consider what may be its import.

Hence we enquire further

4. WHAT 1s THE MEANING OF
“ Katabole Kosmou ? "

And here, one other peculiarity ought to be noticed,
namely, that the definite article never appears before
either of these two nouns, thus making the expression
still more distinctive, Accordingly, we might, to bring
out its terse ethphasis express it as ** a world’s katabole.”

We are thus face to face with the ehquiry, what is
this katabolé ? Does it really mean *foundation”™?

It is submitted here that it does not.

Many important points of exegesis and principles of
translation enter into this question.

(1.) Many of us are agreed that the 2nd verse of the
Ist chapter of Genesis records a condition of things
which emerged, or happened, long after the original
creation, ‘‘ The earth became tohii (waste)” ; and Isaiah
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45, 18, distinctly asserts that it was *“ not created tohi
(waste).” We are further agreed that the passage,
2 Peter 3. 3-7, refers to this, showing that things did

not continue as they were from the creation of the |

world. On the contrary, “the world that then was,
being overflowed with water, perished.” And this is
contrasted with the‘*heavens and the earth that are now.”

(2.) The translators of the Authorised Version
evidently did not know this teaching, and hence, when
they came to translate kafabolé they could think of
only the word ¢foundation.” This shows how
necessary it is to know Age-Time teaching for the
purpose of translation.

(3-) Now it would be strange indeed if there were no
recognition of this far-reaching event (Genesis 1. 2), in
the New Testament, other than the solitary passage in
2nd Epistle of Peter. But now we consider that there
is a very full recognition of it in the tenfold use of
this word katabolé.

This noun, as already stated, is derived from the
Greek verb kataballs which means not ‘“to set up”
but to upset, cast down, overthrow. And while admit-
ting that the word katabolé is used, in classical Greek,
for a laying down in the sense of a beginning, yet we
confidently submit and assert that, as. used by the Holy
Spirit in the New Testament, the Noun takes the
Sfundamental sense of the Verb and means the opposite of
laying a foundation, and refers to the wupsetting, the
casting down, the ruin of that which had already been
founded (as stated in Heb. 1. 10).

We therefore conclude and believe that the expression
we are studying should be translated, world’s over-
throw, or world's ruin.

And since this is the event (Genesis 1. 2), which
stands as ‘the background of God’s operations, in
counexion’ with man’s advent, it becornes quite clear
bhow it is the great

Divibing LiNe
before which and from which all time-reckonings are
_ordered : and how this throws light upon man’s spec-
ulations when he talks blindly about ¢ pre-historic
times.”

Space will not allow here an exposition of all the ten
references ; but, in view of this translation and inter-
pretation, how luminous the teaching is, how full of
help in understanding the scriptures!

. This can easily be proved by comparing the h:ee
. (out of the ten) passages, where the expression is
.* before the world’s overthrow,” namely, Jobn 17. 245
- Ephes. 1. 4; and 1 Peter 1. z0."

" :(1.) In John 17. 24, we have the climax of the Lord's
.High Priestly Prayer. He prays that His chosen ones
- ‘'may be with Him to behold His bestowed glory; and
. then He reminds His Father of the love that linked the
Father and the Son, ‘“before the overthrow of the
"world.” Thus He connects the glory, acquired after
the overthrow, “ on account of the suffering of deatbh,"”
with the changeless love that was the essence of the
fellowship of Déity, before the overthrow. ¢ The
.Father loveth the Son.” ‘ God is love.” And this

. placed in a position, and, hence, a foundation.

fellowship of the eternal, unchanging love became the
irresistible plea, why His request for His chosen ones
should be granted !

(2.) In 1 Peter 1. 20, we note the same kind of con-
nexion. The blameless, spotless Lamb, even Christ,
redeemed us by His * precious blood,” amid the changes
of time and the cruelties of men, after the overthrow;
but this One, manifested at the end of the times, on our

" account, was fore-known (well known), in the ages before

the overthrow. Thus again the acquired glory (v. 21),
is connected with the changeless fore-knowledge.
(3.)"And in Ephes. 1. 4, we see, in like manner, the
spiritual blessing wherewith we are blessed now, after
the overthrow, in the heavenly realms in Christ,

. connected with the act of God’s choice, in the same

Christ, before the world’s overthrow.

Thus God's Christ links up time and eternity : and
the great event of the ruin that befel the world (in
Gen. 1. 2), became the dividing-line in all time-reck-
onings, in the creative dnd redemptive operations of

God.
5. CoNFIRMATORY CONSIDERATIONS.

It remains to mention that the use made of the other
(and proper) word for “foundation,” confirms the above
interpretation.

The Greek word themelios means something put or
Now it
is quite beyond question, that when the founding of a
a thing, the laying of a foundation, is the indisputable
subject, this is the word used (and not katabolé).

This will be seen by comparing Luke 6. 48; 14. 29;
and 1 Cor. 3. 10, 11. In each of these places we get
the New Testament Greek for ¢ laying a foundation,”
and every time it is simply themelios and the verb
titheémi from which themelios is derived. Thus, to give
literal expression as Paul uses it, in 1 Cor. 3. 10, we
have themelion tetheika, I have laid a foundation.”

. Further confirmation is found when we compare the
passage in Job 38. 4-7, where God challenges Job in
the sublime words “ where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth ? when the morning
stars sang together- and all the sons of God shouted
for joy.

This foundation laying and singing and shouting
cannot possibly be associated with the emptiness,

-waste-waters and darkness of Genesis 1. 2; but they

can all he happily and fitly associated with Genesis 1. 1,
where we are told that God “in the beginning created”
all : or, as we told in Heb. 1. 10, thou Lord, at the
beginning, didst found the earth.”

Now when we look up the Greek text of the
Septuagint, at Job 38. 4, we find the very Greek word
used “there, which is used by Luke and Paul for laying
a foundation.

Our readers now have a fruitful field of study before
them. If they will examine for themselves, all the
occurrences of the word katabolé, which we have given

“above, in the light of what we have written here,

fresh light, we feel sure, will come with that which
the Holy Spirit Himself has already ‘¢ written for our
learning.”
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Here we pause. Much more might be said ; but we
trust we have said enough to show.the mind of the
Spirit in the unity of scripture teaching: and if we have
reached this end, great will be our benefit !

These are “Bible Word Studies.” They are not
intended to be exhaustive in their treatment, but to

put Bible readers in the position to study for
themselves.

De——— e e——e—e 0
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“THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF
CHRIST.”
THIRD PAPER.

“ My DELIGHTS WERE WITH THE SoNs“0F MEN.”

HE Evolutionist, so enamoured of the ape, that he
T wants him for a grandfather, thinks all living
things have descended through that and other ancestry
from the original protoplasm, in which Professor
Tyndall discerned “the promise and potency of all
terrestrial life.”

The Theistic Evolutionist thinks the Creator en-
dowed the original protoplasm with this power.
Darwin, in the first edition of The Origin of Species,

said, * Probably all the organic beings which have '

ever lived on this earth have descended from some one
primordial form into which life was first breathed,”
and he thought there was ‘“grandeur in this view of
life.”

The Atheistic or Agnostic Evolutionist refuses to
see creative acts, and falls back upon spontaneous
generation, which means that he knows nothing about
the matter; for, as Professor Huxley naively says,
‘“ When we do not know anything about the cause of
phenomena, we call it spontaneous.”

But all these philosophers suppose that the original
molecule, possessor of such wonderful endowments,
had to work out its destiny, in all its varied forms and
developments, without any aid or direction from any
power external to itself. To conceive this requires the
brain of a scientist, for the ordinary imagination fails
in the presence of so stupendous a miracle.

The Word of God paints no such picture. The
Creator, having made the earth, and the man and the
beast that are upon it, did not leave them without His

personal oversight and care. Not one of them is

forgotten before Him. *“He giveth to the beast his
food, and to the young ravens which cry.”
. But man is the special object of His care.

Rightly does the Westminster Catechism say that
“the chief end of man is that he may glorify God and
enjoy Him for ever.” It was for this purpose he was
created. The glorious and holy beings who surround
the throne of the Most High in some degree apprehend
His character, and respond to His thoughts with the

“adoration, worship, and love of their hearts. But they

L]

can only offer praise for creation and preservation.
He sought more than this, the adoration, the worship,
the response of hearts that owe to Him redemption.
Redemption was no afterthought. It was in His mind
before Creation. Hence there were those chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world, or, if karafoAsn
be more correctly translated “overthrow,” before
Satan’s rebellion brought the world to.wreck and
chaos. Man was designed to be the object of a display
of grace, which should be the theme of praise and
blessing through the ages of ages.

“ The Lord God planted a garden eastwardin Eden ;
and there he put the man whom He had formed”
(Gen. 2. 8). There are many spots of beauty-and
delight on the earth, but surely none has ever equalled
the glory and beauty of the garden the Lord God
Himself had planted, where grew every tree that was
“ pleasant to the sight, and good for food.” How the
Creator must have delighted in the astonishment and
pleasure manifested by Adam, as each fresh scene of
beauty broke on his admiring gaze.

“ And the Lord God took the man and put him-in
the garden to dress it and to keep it "’ (verse 15). Here
was work for his hands and a stimulus for his watch-
fulness. For “to keep " means “ to guard,” the word
being the same as that used of the Cherubim who
guarded the way to the tree of life; it is used in the
Lord’s promise to Jacob at Bethel; of a shepherd’s
keeping his sheep; and in many other similar con-
nections. There was an enemy to be guarded against,
one seeking entrance to the garden to bring ruin upon
its tenants.

How did Adam learn to cultivate the garden? The
answer is found in Isa. 28. 26, ¢* His God doth instruct
him to discretion, and doth teach him;" while of the
preparation of the ripened harvest we read, “ This also
cometh of the Lord of Hosts which is wonderful in
counsel and excellent in working " (verse 29).

It must have been when He walked-in the garden in
the cool of the day, and His happy children came to
Him without fear, that He instructed them.

See the concern that the man might have fit com-
panionship, one with whom he could share his thoughts;
“ ] will make him a helpmeet for him.”

Even after sin had wrecked the fair scene, and taught
our first parents fear and shame, estranging them from.
Him, He did not cease to care for them. Even in
pronouncing judgment, He revealed the coming grace,
and taught them a way of access through blood-
shedding, when He clothed them with the coats of
skins. Thus Adam taught Abel how to offer the more
excellent sacrifice. And the Lord delighted in Abel's
obedience, while Cain's rebellious spirit only elicits the
gentle remonstrance, “If thou doest well, shalt not
thou be accepted?”” We hear no more of the Lord's
interposition after the sentence on Cain, till we read,
“ Enoch walked with God.” Then the Lord must have
walked with Enoch. There must have been a manifesta-
tion of Him ‘Who was in the form of God, to constitute
this fellowship. Thus Enoch received the instruction
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as to the coming day, not yet arrived, of which Jude |

tells us he testified.

So too Noah walked with God, and thus received
instruction about that earlier judgment, then imminent,
which is so complete a type of the other yet to be
accomplished (Luke 17. 26). The care of the Lord for
the seed to be preserved to repeople the earth is shown
in all the details whereby Noah was taught what to
do; and how comforting it is to read of the company
sailing an unknown sea in a ship without rudder or
compass, that ‘“God remembered Noah and every
living thing and all the cattle that was with him in the
ark " (Gen. 8. 1).

Passing on to Abraham we come to one who received ';

the distinguished title of “ the friend of God " (2 Chron
20. 7; Isa. 41. 8; Jas. 2. 23). How well pleased must
the Lord have been when Abram refuscd to touch tke
spoil of Sodom which he had recovered from the four
kings. ¢ Fear not, Abram,” said He, ‘I amthy shield
and thy exceeding great reward,” thy shield to protect
thee from the vengeance of the federated kings,and thy
reward, far better than all the spoil of Sodom.

How He delighted in Abram’s confidence when He
brought him forth to view the stars and said, ¢ So shall
thy seed be,” and Abram *believed in the Lord, and
He counted it to him for righteousness’ (Gen. 13. 3, 6).
It is not without significance, as showing the importance
attached to this confession, that this is thrice referred

toin the New Testament, twice in Paul's argument, !

(Rom. 4. 3; Gal. 3. 6); and once in James’s (ch. 2. 23).
Further, the Lord’'s delight in Abraham is seen in His
taking him into His confidence with regard to Sodom,
and delivering Lot,
Abraham'’s sake.

struggle between Jacob's determination to succeed by
his own cleverness and the Lord’s purpose that His
benefits should be of grace. At Bethel, after the vision
of the ladder, when- the Lord stocd beside him, and
gave him His rich promises, we find Jacob vowing a
vow, to assure to himself what was freely given, and
to bind the Lord to keep His word by the promise of
allegiance and of the tithe.

When, after his skill in outwitting the covetous
Laban, he had amassed wealth of flocks and herds, and
perceived the growing hostility of his father-in-law, he
determined to'tlee away surreptitiously. But all would
have been taken from him, had not the Lord interposed
and revealed Himself to Laban, warning him not to
seek a quarrel with his son-in-law. Jacob has to
acknowledge, “ Except the God of my father, the God
of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me.
surely thou hadst semt me away now empty "
(Gen. 31. 42).

But a greater peril awaited him in the vengeance of
Esau, which he vainly thought to disarm by the
threefold present, so skilfully disposed. Then came
the great crisis in Jacob’s life, and he learnt that man
is at his strongest, when, in utter helplessness, he
clings to God and cries, “I will not let Thee go, except
Thou bless me.”” ¢ Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be
for ever ;” and what He doeth, He doeth perfectly, fcr
‘“nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.”
Jacob learnt this when ‘“ Esau ran to meet him, and
embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him.”
This was the meeting which God had in store for him,

. and such as he never dreamt of.

unworthy though he was, for !
y g

But the culminating proof of His delight in Abraham '

is found in the strlkmo words of commendation after
the scene on Mount Moriah. How emphatic, how
intense are the words, “ By Myself have I sworn, for
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not with-
held thy son, thine only son, that in blessing I will bless
hee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is on the
sea shore, and thy seed shall possess the gateof his
enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed My
voice.’'

The beautiful account of the journey of Eleazar to
Mesopotamia to seek a wife for Isaac further illustrates
the Lord’s response to those that trust Him. It is an
inspired comment on tbe words of Ps. 33. 18, ¢ The
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him.”

The quiet life of Isaac does not present so many
instances of Divine interposition; but the Lord’s care of
him is evidenced, and an interesting question is raised
by the statement that Rebekah, shortly before the
birth of Esau and Jacob, “went to enquire "of the
Lord " (Gen. 25. 22). Was there any special place
where the Lord’s presence was made known, to which
she could resort?

The history of Jacob evidences the Lord's watchful

After this, Jacob’s was a chastened life. Sorrows
multiplied in his famiiy. The death of the beloved
Rachel, the misconduct of Reuben, the tragedy at
Shechem, and the supposed loss of Joseph, all tended
to keep him walking humbly. And the Lord did not
leave him, but, according to His word at Bethel, kept
him in all places whithersoever he went.

After the sack of Shechem, He constrained the
neighbouring tribes to leave him unmolested, for. * the
terror of God was upon the cities that were round
about them.” Though Joseph was lost to him for more
than twenty years, Jacob had to acknowledge the
abounding grace of Jehovah; ¢l had not thoughtto
see thy face; and, lo, God hath showed me also thy
seed ;”* while, with his dying breath he bears testimony
to the faithfulness of the Divine Angel of the Covenant,
who had redeemed him from all evil.

Though no personal appearances of the Lord to
Joseph are recorded, His guidance and protection are
clearly seen. Three times was Joseph's life in danger,
First, Reuben is moved to prevent his murder, his
conscience probably aroused to remembrance of his sin
against his father, and to a sense of his responsibility
as the eldest son. But with the instability of bis
character, instead of keeping Joseph close to his side
till he could restore him to Jacob, he goes away, and
again the lad's life isimperilled. Simeon and Levihave

care and training. All through his life we see the | no compunction about killing him, but Judah is moved
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to suggest the sale to the Midianites, which satishes | \Ve believe that sufficient reason will be shown in

their vindictive spirit.

In Egypt the Lord was with him and caused all he °

did to prosper. Then for the third time his life is in
danger. Tor surely death was the penalty to a slave
for such an offence as his master's wife alleged against
him. Whether Potiphar doubted his wife's veracity,
or for whatever other reason, only imprisonment is the
consequence. This was severe at first (Ps. 103. 13),
but he is soon brought into favour with the keeper of
the prison, and as before, the Lord made his work to
prosper. There is an interesting parallel between the
subsequent history of Joseph and that of Daniel. God's
hand is plainly manifested through it all, and this is
beautifully recognised in Joseph's words to his brethren,

this article completely to alter the whole aspect.
Believers, who seek to obey 2 Tim. 2. 15, will have
no more need to apologise for their attitude ; but, will
be enabled rather to point to the tremendous con-
sequences attending failure to rightly divide the Word,

| involving, as it does, a denial of the testimony of

when, after Jacob'’s death, they feared, with that un- °

belief so natural to man, that Joseph had not realiy

forgiven them and would now be avenged; “ Fear not; . together with the apostle and his teaching.

for am I in the place of God: But as for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good,
t0 bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people
alive.”

Thus God moves amidst the affairs of men. They
make their plans and carry out their purposes, but He
moulds them to fulfil His will, and His will is that all
things should work together for good to them that love
Him, to them who are the cailed according to His
purpose.

H. C. Bowker.
Northwood, Middlesex.

(To be coutinned).
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Dispensational Expositions:
Being a Series of Studies naving Special Reference
gt the Lpistles of Paul & the Present Dispensation.

Dﬁ

= S

No. 20.
“THE FEAR OF MAN"
AND
“THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL.”
_A Pres ror A RigHTLY-DiviDED WoORD oF TRUTH.

J ot

NE of the most often repeated phrases, among those

who desire to understand the Dispensational

Teaching of Scripture, is that occurring in 2 Tim. 2.
15, “ rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”

We believe the subject to be of such importance,
that not only have we devoted many articles in the
attempt to fulfil its teaching, but we desire also to
examine the verse itself and its context a little more
closely.

. Hitherto, the attitude of those believers, who have

sought rightly to divide the \Word of Truth, has been |

defensive rather than otherwise ; the great majority of
christians considering the Dispensational study of

nothing better to do.

|

scripture to be the peculiar hobby of a few who have |

Christ. But, of this, more presently. Our first con-
sideration will be to note the position in Scripture
which the verse before us occupies. '

The Second Epistle of Timothy is, in many respects,
unique. It is the last message which Paul was
inspired to write before his death. Like those to the
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, it is a ¢ Prison
Epistle.” Ephesians gives us the first full revelation
of the Truth of the Mystery : 2 Timothy shows us the
sad record of the well-nigh universal abandonment
It speaks
of the corporate failure of the church on earth. Ruin
is its setting; individual faithfulness, its recurring ex-
hortation ; perilous times, formalism, and fables, and
eschatology.

Amid all the unfaithfulness stamped upon the
creature, the faithfulness of the Lord is emphasized
and magnified (2 Tim. 1. 125 2. 13, 19: 3. 11; 4. 3,
17, 13). In this Epistle the Apostle again and again
emphasizes ‘‘the Truth.” Like all God’'s works,
His \Word is perfect, and the passages in this Epistle,
wherein the word “Truth’ occurs, are arranged in
perfect symmetry. Although we desire to consider the
first occurrence particularly, we exhibirt the correspond-
ence of all these passages.

A | 2. 15. Rightly dividing the \Word of Truth (The
unashamed workman).
B[ 2. 13. Concerning the Truth have erred
(Hymenzus and Philetus).
C | 2. 25, 26. Repentance. unto knowledge of
Truth (Taken captive, z6gred).
C | 3.G. Never able to come to a knowledge of
Truth (Led captive, aschimalotend).
B | 3. 8. Withstanding the Truth (Jannes and
Jambres).
A | 4. 3. Turning away their ears from the Truth

(The false teachers).

The first and last of these six members give us a
definite contrast, with a suggestive alternative; and,
the miore we consider these things, and note the trend
of events, the more we are convinced that the profess-
ing church will finally be found under one or the
other of these bassages (A, A): either rightly dividing
the Word of Truth, or becoming heartily sick of the
jangle and jumble, throwing over the Truth and believ-
ing the LIE. Oh! that the many believers who
mourn the infidel tendency of the times, who realize
that the Apostasy is at our doors, may see the divine
safeguard set up by the Lord in a rightly divided
Word !

On either side of 2 Tim. 2. 15, we read of * word
battles™ and * profane babblings.” So also in 4. 4



44 THINGS

TO COME.

APRIL, IQII.

-provided for these ¢ perilous times,"
P P

those who turn away from the Truth are * turned unto
myths."” ’I‘hey will not endure *“healthy" doctrine,
so they receive teaching that ‘“eats like a canker”
(2. 17); ““ deseased disputings of men destitute of the
Truth " (1 Tim. 6. 5). They receive not the teachers
instructed in the message given to Paul (2 Tim. 2. 2),
so they “heap to themselves teachers’ to suit the
“more enlightened times,” with a more palatable
doctrine.

2 Tim. 2. 15, is found in a solemn setting. The
Epistle itself is, indeed, the great Divine safeguard
which are charac-

terised by ¢Spiritism,” *“New Theology,” “Christian !

Science,” “Christian Socialism,” ¢ Tongues,” the
“Gospels” of Art, Science and Education. These
have no charm for those who ¢“rightly divide the
Word of Truth.” Note well the Denominations and
Sects that are foremost in the development of
humanism and the apostasy, and it will. be found
that their nearness to Apostasy is in ratio with their
failure to rightly divide the Word. This one fact is
as instructive as it is solemn.

Dispensational Truth can be, and, alas, often is, used
as a party Shibboleth. So has it been with every other
doctrine of Scripture.
and ‘‘strifes"; let us seek rather that which is con-
structive, edifying, positive and real.

Having briefly noted the setting of the passage, we

next consider the nearer context, and the relation of -

the verse to the rest of the passage.

On page 68 of Figures of Speech by the Editor, verses
14-26 are set out as follows :—
A | 14. The aim of the
(xaTagTpody, katastrophe).

B | 15. The workman (épyarns, ergatcs).
C | 16. Exhortation—*¢ Shun.”
D | 17, 18-. Illustration—*¢ Canker.”
E | -18. Effect on others—* Overthrown.”

E | 19. Effect on foundation—* Standeth
sure.”

D | 20, 21. Illustration—** Vessels.”
C | 22, 23. Exhortation—‘¢ Flee . . . . Avoid.”
B | 24, 25-. The Servant (8ovMos, doulos).

-25, 26. The aim of the enemy—‘ Opposition”
(&vri8iarilepévor, antidiatithemenot).

"

enemy—* Subversion

A

We observed above that 2 Tim. 2. 15 was set in
vigorous contrast with the false teaching of the last
days; and here, in this structure, we learn a needed
lesson by carefully noticing the teaching of the
members 4, and 4 ; B,and B. We may expand these
two members thus:—

- A, and B, vv. 14, 15.

(a) | 14. Strive not about words (Xeyopaxeiv, logoma-
cllein)

15-. A workman, approved before God.—
Result “not ashamed.”

(c) | -15. Rightly dividing the Word of Truth.

(b)

4, B., vv. 24-26. -
a) | 24. Not strive (ndyea6at, machesthai).
(b) | 25-. A servant, in meekness instructing others.
—Result ““awakened from the Devil's snare.”
(¢) | -25,26. The knowledge of the Truth.

As a “workman " Timothy was to rightly divide the
Word of Truth; then as a ‘“servant’ he was to so
teach that -peradventure God would lead some, who
were in the snare of the devil, to the knowledge of the
Truth; and they would be enabled to realize the
blessedness of the words “ And ye shall know the Truth
and the Truth shall make you free.” The devil’s snare
is a “wrongly” divided Word of Truth. Lifting high
the ¢ Truth of the Gospel,” Paul bids believers to

i ““stand fast to the LIBERTY wherewith Christ had

Let usavoid * vain babbliings” *

made them FREE and not to be entangled again in
the yoke of bondage.”

Phygellus and Hermogenes are pointed out as among
those who turned away from Paul (2 Tim. 1. 13).
Hymenazus and Philetus were examples of those who
“erred concerning the Truth” (2 Tim. 2. 17), while
Jannes and Jambres are typlcal of those who ¢ resist
the Truth” (2 Tim. 3. 8).

Against all these Timothy was given a splendid
antidote in the command * Rightly dividing the Word
of Truth.” So long as he sought to do this, so long
would he recognise the important position and claim of
Paul's testimony in this dispensation, and he would
never join the ranks of Phygellus and Hermogenes
So long as he sought to obey 2 Tim. 2. 15, so long
would he be preserved from the fatal error of
Hymenazus and Philetus, and be delivered from the
satanic snare of Jannes and Jambres.

While emphasizing, as we do, the importance of
rightly dividing the scriptures, and recognising the
special commission of the Apostle to the Gentiles, we
desire to draw attention to another passage in this
Epistle, viz., 2 Tim. 3. 16 :—*“ ALL Scripture is given by
inspiration of God and is profitable.” Here we have
no one-sidedness, no extremes; for the very Epistle
which most emphasizes the dividing of the Word,
emphasizes equally its unity. If we had no knowledge
of the Old Testament Scriptures, the Gospels, the
Acts, and the other Epistles, much of the Apostle Paul's
teaching by contrast would be lost to us. Hence, by
linking 2 Tim. 2. 15, and 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17, together, we

- find a complete statement regarding the Scriptures

of Truth.

(1). The word of Truth needs to be rightly divided
in order that we may be able to distinguish those things
written expressly o «s and about us, and to see

(2). That the Whole ¢ Scripture” is essential to the

complete equipment of the ‘* Man of God."”

In these particular articles we have felt called upon
to emphasize the command of 2 Tim. 2. 15; but in other
spheres of service, we equally emphasize the.inspiration
and profitableness of ‘“all Scripture.” Let us seek this
divine equipoise; there is no need for us to lose our -
equilibrium, for that is usually disastrous. We must :
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keep both aspects clearly before us while we seek grace
to * try the things that differ.”

Continuing our examination of the context of this
command rightly to divide the Word of Truth, we
observe that there is, in 2 Tim. 2. 15, a most important
pre-requisite in the opening clause. Many ask ‘“ How
may I learn the secret of rightly dividing the Word of
Truth?” We have many times sought to show that
our friends must not look on us, as though by some
supernatural or miraculous agency we see these things
a little more clearly. We would recommend a reading
of Dan. 9. by way of illustration. Daniel read and
belseved what was written, and prayed in harmony there-
with. The result was, he was led into truth. Under-
standing was given to him. We expect no further
revelation, “ALL Scripture” is ALL-sufficient, and,
if we wait upon the Lord in dependence upon Him, we
shall undoubtedly be led into all the Truth (John 16. 13).

Thus, in the opening words of 2 Tim. 2. 15, we find
absolute singleness of eye, a holy disregard as to the
opinions of men, a recognition of the fact that God, and
not man, is our Master. These are essential factors in
understanding the Truth. How many, in positions of
influence, have drawn back, and smothered their
conscience, because of ¢ the fear of man that bringeth a
snare? " or, hecause of the fact that a wife and child-
ren depended upon their salaries! We speak not un-
feelingly, for we know the power of some of these
things; but we nevertheless speak truly. Some time
ago, when a stir was made over the teaching of these
columns, we approached the Editor to ascertain whether
he desired us to continue. His reply was as full as it
was simple, “study to show thyself approved unto
GOD ;" and, more than ever we realized why the

1
i« He
i (1 Cor. 4. 1-4).

- by the way, have a dispensational bearing.

Lord bhad in giving this, the command rightly to divide '

to divide the Word of Truth, prefaced it with these
words. We are all on the look out for “short cuts,”
“business methods,” or “royal roads,” but we know
of none more full of power than these opening words of
2 Tim. 2. 15. '

Paul never attempted to please men ; if he did so, all
we can say is that he made a- great faiiure; for, of all
the Apostles he seemed to be the one who was most
opposed, and most forsaken. It is well for usto preach
the Truth, even when we feel the edge turned against
ourselves; but it is better if we can add to cur
doctrine, and our example also. See 2 Tim. 3. 10, “ But

thou hast closely studied with a view to following my

teaching, manuer of life, purpose, &c.” Paul not only
enjoined upon Timothy a disregard for man's opinions,
but it was the continued expression of his own heart
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