'ﬂllNGS To CME

A Journal of Biblical Literature,

WITH

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO PROPHETIC truth

..AND..

“That Blessed Hope.”

VOL. VI.

zJSX JULY, i8gg, TO JUNE, igoo. Kex™

LONDON:
ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C

GLASGOW.
R. L. ALLAN & SON, 143 SAUCHIEHALL STREET.

London: Q. STONEMAN, 39 Warwick Lane. Edinburgh: A. STEVENSON, 9 North Bank Street.
Dublin: R. STUART, 2 Nassau Street. Belfast: R. McCLAY, 44 Ann Street.
U.S.A., New York: F. H. REVELL Co., 112 Fifth Avenue. New Zculund, Dunedin: <. DERBYSHIRE, Arcude.



<X PREFACE. xo.
N

jN no previous year has God so owned and blessed Things fto Come. Letters from all

parts of the world bring us tokens of His presence and favour, and do more

than encourage us: they fill our hearts with joy and our lips with praise.

With His help we shall go forward without care either as to the praise of man
on the one hand, or the fear of man on the other hand, studying only to show ourselves
approved unto God as workmen that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word

of Truth.—2 Timothy ii. 15.
THE EDITOR.
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“SANCTIFICATION.”
Tl-us is one of the four things which God has made Christ

to be unto His people. They are * Wisdom,
and Righteousness, and Sanctification, and Redemption”
(1 Cor. i. 30).

It is a common practice with those who do not see the
truth of * the two natures ”’ to constantly speak of Sanctifi-
cation as if it were a progressive work by which the Old
nature is constantly improved until it is made meet for the
inheritance of the saints (7.¢., sanctified ones) in light.

But the opposite is the fact.
‘““a change of heart.” That is man’s formula. God speaks
of a “new heart ” being created : but never of the old heart
“changed.” True, with Israelin the coming day of blessing,
the heart will be ex-changed—the stony heart for a heart of
flesh, but even that will not be the “change" of one into
the other. The Holy Spirit never speaks of His work as
being the improvement of the Old nature. On the contrary,
He tells us that the old man is hostile to God (Rom. viii. 7):
that he cannot get to know spiritual things: that they are
foolishness to him (1 Cor. ii. 14).

From this-it is surely clear that if the natural man can
neither “receive” nor ‘“get to know the things of the
Spirit of God,” how can he be sanctified? The flesh is
cternally opposed to the spirit; fe., the Old nature is
eternally opposed to spirit, which is the New nature, as
Gal. v. 17 testifies. Conflict is not Sanctification ! Neither
is the Spirit of God in His operations in our New nature
improving that with which He is carrying on a warfare.

Those who are looking for Sanctification as a progressive
work are looking for a ground of peace in a sanctified nature,
instead of being occupied with that peace which has been
made by the perfect sacrifice of Christ. Instead of being
occupied with Christ’s finished work for them, they are
taken up with an ever un-finished work 7z them. It is a
question of Christ or self; and the only reason why
multitudes of Christians are occupied with progressive
sanctification is because it exalts self. Whereas the work
of the Spirit is just the opposite—viz.: to glorify Christ.
“ He shall glorify me " were the Saviour's words (John xvi.
14), and in them we have a standard by which we may test
everything in us and around us.

Scripture never speaks of

- to us.

. falls, and sins.

to te “to him that worketh not” (Rom. iv. 5). Soitis
with all that we have “in Christ.” As it is with Righteous-
ness, so it must be with Sanctification. Kighteousness is
declared to be ¢ without works,” but most Christians to-day
want to have Sanctification 4y works. But Sanctification is
put on precisely the same ground as Righteousness. Aswe
get the one, so do we get the other, for we get both in
Christ. Surely our readers must see that we can no more
work out a Sanctification for ourselves than we can work
out a Righteousness of our own.

True, it is written of holiness—* without which no man
can see the Lord” (Heb. xii. 14). It does not say, without
a certain measure of holiness, but without the thing itself.
How then are we to get it? the answer is :—In precisely the
same way that we get Righteousness,—in Christ! We get
Christ by gift, by grace, and by imputation, and it is all
Christ frown first to last. Our stunding is in all His perfec-
tion. There is only one standing for every saved sinncr.
We cannot grow in this standing. It is perfect. Nothing
can be put to it and nothing can be taken from it ; our
knowledge of it and experience of it, and our enjoyment of
it may grow and will grow. But it is one standing and the
same standing for the weakest, poorest, youngest, humblest
child of God as well as for the highest and most learncd.
It is not a question of knowledge, but of life. And that life
is Christ. In Him we have got a perfect righteousness by
grace. In Him also we have a perfect~Sanctification by
grace—Righteous before God, as He is righteous: Holy
before God, as He is holy, because Christ * s made” both
Both are perfect. So that the child of God is wholly
righteous and wholly sanctified, and his standing is perfect,
eternal, and unchangeable, because it is Divine.

‘True, our wa/k is marked by failures, and infirmities, and
This is quite a different matter. Our walk

" is quite distinct from our standing in Christ, and cannot

!

“But OF HIM are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is °

made unto us . . . Sanctification.” This is one of four
things which we have in Christ. Christ is made unto us
‘¢ Righteousness.” How? and When? By our works? By
anything we can do? Righteousness is expressly declared

affect it in the slightest degree.

“ MADE MEET.” This is the absolute truth as to
the present position of all who are in Christ as the result of
His eternally perfect work for us. And it is occupation
with Him and with what God bhas made us to be in Him that
will cause us and enable us to ** walk worthy of His calling.”

It will not be brought about by occupation with our walk.

We do not live by the study of biology, or breathe by the
study of pneumatics, or hear by the study of acoustics, or
get warm by studying the theory of heat. In like
manner we cannot grow by trying to add one cubit to our
height: or add one year to our life by “taking thought”
about it.

How then can our wal/k be made worthy of our
calling? Only by the word of Christ dwelling in us richly:
only by the application of that word to our hearts. Hence it

i is written : *“ Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is

truth ” (John xvii. 17). It is the special office of the Holy
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Spirit to constantly apply this Word to us. Hence, “ God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spiritand belief of the truth” (2 Thess.
i 13).

But this is not any attempt to improve our walk. Thus
occupied, the New nature feeds and grows and becomes
strong. There will be growth here, but, as to our standing
in Christ, that is perfect, and in Him we are righteous and
holy in all His righteousness and all His holiness
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS:
Its Structure and Scope.

By THE ReEv DR. BULLINGER.

WE have seen, by the structure (Oct. 1898, vol. V.,
page 40) which shows the order and arrangement
of these seven Epistles of the Holy Spirit to *“ the churches,”
that Corinthians and Galatians follow the Romans, and that
they both manifest departure from, and failure as to the
‘““doctrine ” and *“instruction ” contained in the Epistle to
the Romans. The Epistles to the Corinthians are charac-
terised by ‘reproof,” and that to the Galatians by * correc-
tion.” The former as to practice, the latter as to doctrine.

These three Epistles form, therefore, a group by them-
selves, definitely marked off from the other four. These
three contain more quotations from the Old Testament
than any other three. This is the one feature which gives
them the same character, and unites and links them together,
while it separates them from all others.

To take the Corinthians first (both Epistles); we shall
have to discover their great distinguishing feature or scope.
This can be done only by noting their structure, and com-
paring the different members and their subject matter :—

I CORINTHIANS, AS A WHOLE.
A |i. 1-9. Epistolary. Salutation. Introduction.
B | a | i.10-iv. 16. Ministerial reproof and explanations,
b | ¢ |iv. 17. Mission of Timothy to bring
before them the remembrance of
Paul’s “ ways” and feacking
d | iv. 18-21. Visit of Paul promised.

-

C | v., vi. Things reported to
Paul.

C, vii., viii. Things enquired
of Paul.

B | a | ix.-xv. Ministerial reproof and explanations.
b d | xvi. 1-9. Visit of Paul promiscd.
¢ | xvi. 10-18. Mission of Timothy.

Conclusion.

A | xvi. 19-24. Epistolary. Salutations.

From this simple, yet beautiful structure, we note at once
the absence of “doctrine”and ““instruction,”as such; and the
large part of the Epistle that is occupied with * reproof,” and
the setting right of what is wrong. Nearly the whole of it
is thus occupied. Chapter after chapter is taken up with
reproof and ministerial explanations.

LEven the parts which look like doctrine or instruction
are introduced by way of reproof. In chap. xiii., charity is
enlarged upon, but it is “a more excellent way ” than that
which he had been dwelling upon in chap. xii. They might
covet “spiritual @fts,” but it was better to covet Divine
love with all its grace and powers.

In chap. xv., the resurrection is taught, but it is
introduced by way of reproof because some among them
had said: “ There is no resurrection of the dead ” (ver. 12),
and has asked : * How are the dead raised up ” (ver. 3s5).

Everywhere, this is the tone which pervades the whole
Epistle. In Romans, the teaching is positive ; here, it is
negative. In Romans, the teaching is put forth as some-
thing to be learned and understood : here, it is presented
as something which had been taught, but departed from.

There are points of contact, many and marked. But it
will be noted that what is stated dogmatically in Romans
is treated apologetically in Corinthians; and obliquely
rather than directly. For example :

In Rom. iv. 15 ; v. 13; vii. 5, 7, 13, we have the direct
teaching that without law there can be no transgression ;
Lut in 1 Cor. xv. 506, it is introduced as part of the argument
to show what resurrection does for us in destroying death
and sin and law.

In Rom. iii. 27, we have the direct statement of a fact
that all boasting is excluded. In 1 Cor. i. 29, itis brought
in indirectly, as a reason for what has been said ‘‘that no
flesh shall glory in His presence.

In Rom. viii. 38, etc., nothing is able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ, ¢ neither things present nor
things to come,” etc., etc.; but in 1 Cor. iii. 22, the same
fact is introduced as a reason why they should not *glory
in men, for all things are yours, whether ., . things present
or things to come,” etc.

In Rom. viii 30, we have the direct statement that whom

"God ‘“did predestinate them He called also; and whom

He called them He justified also ; and whom He justified
them He glorified also.” But in 1 Cor. vi. 11, the same
thought is introduced indirectly. The Corinthians *did
wrong and defrauded ” their brethren, as the unrighteous
and ungodly did; and after describing their characters the
Holy Spirit says : * And such were some of you ; but ye were
washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God"”
(R.V.).

In Rom. vii. 24, 25, we are taught directly that there is
a deliverance from this dying, mortal body, and that God
will in due time accomplish that dellverance ; Lut in 1 Cor.
xv. §7, it is introduced indirectly as one of the glorious
results of resurrection: ‘‘But thanks be to God which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In Rom. xiv., we have definite positive, practical instruc-
tion as to our walk before those who are ‘“‘weak in the
faith”; and amongst other things, the principle is laid
down as to matters that offend the weak conscience of a
brother in Christ, inasmuch as *‘none of us liveth to him-
self.””  Meat or wine could hardly be obtained, except that
which had been offered to idols. As to the eating of this,
the question is settled in Rom. xiv. It is not wrong in
itself, but if a brother’s weak conscience considers it to
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partake of idolatry, and regards it as * a thing offered to an
idol ” and, therefore, as an insult to God ; then we are not
to touch it in his presence and cause him to stumble. Butin
1 Cor. viii.,, the same matter is treated of from a dilferent
standpoint. It was one of those questions which the
Corinthian saints had enquired of Paul (vii. 1) as a practical
question ; and it at once becomes a personal question, and
is dealt with by way of reproof. *Take heed” (ver. g).
““When ye sin so against the brethren and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.” It is not treated
of merely as something they were not to do (as in Romans),
but as something they had done.

In Rom. vi. and vii.,, the conflict between the New
nature and the Old is explained and set forth in all detail.
In 1 Cor.ix. 26, 27, an example of it is given, showing
how he maintained this conflict in himsell, because he did
not wish his ministerial labour to be thrown away, but to be
such as God would approve.

In Rom. v. 12-21, we have the ¢ first man” and the
“second man" ; the first Adam and the last Adam and all
the wondrous contrast between them, showing how death
entered by the one and life comes by the other. In 1 Cor.
XV. 21, 22, 45, these two federal heads are referred to not
as 2 plain direct statement of doctrine, but indirectly as
part of an argument : “ For since by man came death, by
man came also the resurrection of the dead. For asall in
the Adam die, even so shall all in the Christ be made
alive.”

We have seen how, in Rom. xvi. 25, 26, ‘““the Mystery”
is referred to and stated as a fact. The time was come for
it to be made known, that the saints might be established
as the Church of God, apart from the eart/2{y hope of
Israel as a nation, nozer, that as a nation Israel was cast-off.
The saints were to know a higher and a Aeavenly calling,
But in 1 Cor. ii. the reasons are given why, when the
apostle was at Corinth, he could not preach “ the Mystery ”
to the saints there.

Their state was a contrast to what it should have been:
they failed to exemplify in practice the elementary truth
that they had received ; even now they need reproof before
he can communicate that of which he is about to write to
them. Instead of recognizing that they were *one body in
Christ”’ and “ members one of another ” (Rom. xii. g), they
were forming separate “ Bodies " of their own, and classing
themselves under different teachers, and everyone said *‘ 1
am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas” (1 Cor.
i. 13). Instead of reckoning themsclves as having died
with Christ to sin, since he had died for their sins
(Ch. xv. 4), they were living in sin. Instead of separation
from the world by the cross of Christ, they were placing
themselves under its authority (Ch. vi. 1). He may well ask :
“Is Christ divided ?” (ver. 13). No wonder he could not
preach *“the Mystery ” to them. They were not in a fit
condition to receive this wondrous truth. This member
(i. 10-iv. 16), which is taken up with ministerial explana-
tions, commences with a reference to this their condition,
The commencement of any book of the Bible or of these
Epistles is always important as furnishing a key to the
whole. This Lpistle commences (aflter the Epistolary
salutation) at verse 10: **Now I beseech you, brethren,
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by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you ;
but that ye be perfectly joined together * in the same mind
and in the same judgment, for it was declared unto me of
you, my brethren, that there are strifes among you.”

This is why he could not preach ‘“the Mystery” to them.
For He goes on to say in chap. 1i. 1, 2: * And I, brethren,
when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the Mystery of God.t
For I determined not to know anything among you,
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” That is to say,
owing to their divisions, and their being taken up with
their own ¢ Bodies,” they were not in a fit condition,
spiritually, to receive the revelation of the Mystery, which
is the one Body of Christ, of which He is the glorious
Head in heaven, and His people the members of it on earth.
This is a spiritual Body. This is a spiritual union and
a spiritual truth. It can be declared} only to spiritual
persons.

Hence, he goes on to say (ii. 13-15): “ And I, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual persons but as
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you
with milk, and not with meat, for hitherto ye were not able
to bear it, neither yet now are ye able, for ye are yet carnal ;
for whereas there is among you envying and strife and
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man?
For when one says I am of Paul; and another, I am of
Apollos, are ye not men ? § (iii. 1-4).

It is clear that this is the scope of 1 Cor. ii. and ili. So
that the statement of chap. ii. 2: “I determined not to
know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified,” is wholly misunderstood when taken apart from
its context, as though nothing came bef6re it, and nothing
comes after it ; treating it as though it were the very end

¥ narnprwpévor (Aaleertismenoi). The word refers to the
mending of what is broken (Matt. iv. 21), the restoring of what is
marred. As 1 Cor. begins, so 2 Cor. ends. For in 2 Cor. xiii. 11,
this is the final word : ** Be perfect,” i.c., be repaired, be restored,
be perfectly joined together (1 Cor. i. 10).

+ This is the correct and true reading here, and the Revised Version
so gives it. The mistake is very slight, puptipiov (marturion)
was written by some scribe for the more ancient reading pvormjptov
(musterion), a mere interchange of two letters, The scribe, like
the Corinthians, was doubiless ignorant of the doctrine, and so,
thinking it to be a mistake, put the word marturion, testimony, which
he could understand.  The Revised Version had no motive in putting
““mystery  beyond giving the most ancient and correct reading.

t Lit. *“I did not judge [« =we/} to know.” This must be the
meaning of 1 Cor. ii. 13. The verb svvkpivw (sunkring), occurs
only here, and in the next epistle (2 Cor. x. 12). It means /o mix or
fut together. This may be for the purpose of comparing, or of
expounding or interpreting. In Daniel the nounsobyxpipua (sunkrima)
and viykpas (sunkrisis), are {requently used of snterpretation and
interpreting. It is used for the Hebrew WNB (parask), to make
clear (Neh. viii. 8), declare (Numn. xv. 34), mark out distinctly (Num.
xv. 34). Hence it means, here, declaring, the two adjectives which
follow are, one in the accusative plural (feminine), and the other
dative plural (mase. or neuter) ; and the three words mean : *‘ declaring
spiritual [#4ings] to spiritual (persons].”  See the R.V. in margin.

§ Lachmann, Tischendorfl, Tregelles, Alford and R. V. read:
QrOpwrol (anthropor), men, instead of vapkikol (sarkikor),
SHeshly ov carnal.
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and height of Apostolic example instead of the very
beginning,.

It is a sad exhibition of the low estate of Biblical study
when this text is thus misused and sct up as a model to be
followed, instead of sct forth as a condition to be deplored.

These saints in Corinth were so carnal that they could
not understand or reccive truths which can be “only
spiritually discerned.” They were so divided up into
parties that the Apostle could not teach them concerning
the higher and deeper truths connected with their union
with Christ.  Without the preaching of * Jesus Christ
crucified,” there could be no preaching at all. But, beyond
this, there was the preaching of Christ risen from the dead,
and all that that means for those who died with Christ, and
are risen again in Him: and there is the preaching of
Christ's coming again from heaven with all the wondrous
power of this truth for those who are waiting for God's Son
from Heaven. The Apostle, therefore, judged it well not
to know anything among them, “except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified;” and this, for the special reason stated, that
he “could not speak unto them as spiritual persons, but as
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.,”” This resolve
and determination on his part tells its own tale as to the
condition of these Corinthian saints. They were not walk-
ing according to the light of Rom. v. 12—viii. 39; not
appreciating their marvellous standing as risen with Christ;
not walking * in newness of life.”

“The Mystery” involves the full truth of this new and
heavenly standing. It involves truth far beyond substitution
in death ; it involves wnion with Christ in all the value of
his death, burial, and resurrection. It embraces the truths
connected with His ascension and coming again. Itin-
volves not only our present standing in Christ, but the hope
of our union with Christ in glory, when He shall come to
be glorified in His saints.

Imagine the loss of these powerful influences on the life
and walk of a Christian! We cannot be surprised at the
practical reproof needed by these Corinthian saints. For
what can be expected in the way of power or holiness in
those who are ignorant of this standing, and of this blessed
hope! No wonder we see such wide-spread distress at the
unsatisfactory walk of many Christians; and no wonder
that, from ignorance as to the cause of it, we see so many
vain attempts in the present day to bring about this improve-
ment in the Christian walk by other means and methods,
instead of going back to the root of the mischief.

The object, therefore, of this first Epistle to the Corinth-
ians is thus to lead them back, and to lead them on by the
reproof administered to see what Jesus Christ and Him
risen again means ; and to teach them in his Epistle (chap.
xii.) something of ‘‘the Mystery " which he could not
announce to them when he first visited them, and planted
the church of Christ among them.

THE DISPENSATIONAL POSITION OF

JOHN'S GOSPEL:; or,
THE FIG) THE OLIVE, AND THE VINE.

By DRr. BULLINGER.

HE most cursory reader of Scripture must be aware
Gospel of John.

of the special and unique position occupied by the
Its contrast with the other three Gospels

THINGS TO COME.

JuLy

is most marked. It stands out by itself; while the other
three form a group by themselves, and are generally known
as ‘““the Synoptic” Gospels, because they give a similar
synopsis of the Gospel history.

John's Gospel is unlike them in nearly every respect;
though agreeing, of course, with them in the facts and
truths recorded.

The three Gospels were, doubtless, written at an early
period ; while the general consensus of scholars places the
Gospel of John towards the end of the first century; the
generally accepted date being in the last decade of the first
century. It is placed by many even later than the
Apocalypse.

And then its relation to the Epistles* is also remarkable.
For, while, like the other Gospels, it relates to the presen-
tation and rejection of Christ, and thus stands in connection
with the Old Testament, completing its history ; yet on the
other hand its contents seem to have a certain connection
with church teaching as contained in the Epistles.

This latter fact has hindered some from receiving the
truth concerning the Mystery, and caused them to hesitate ;
while it has perplexed many who clearly see and firmly
hold that Revelation of the Secret purpose of God in His
Church—the Body of Christ.

With the view of removing this hindrance and this cause
of perplexity we desire to offer the following remarks :—

We must carefully distinguish between a fact and the
conclusion which may be drawn from it. The one is true,
the other may be erroneous. But we cannot have a true
conclusion unless we note, and admit, and give due weight
to the fact from which it is drawn and on whom it is based.

1. Now the first great fact is that to which we have
already alluded, viz,, the date when John's Gospel was
written; viz., towards the close of the first century, some
sixty years after the events recorded in it by the Inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit through John.

Now from this great fact is it not clear that neither the
Apostle Paul nor any member of those churches to whom
he wrote, Aad ever seen the Gospel of Jokn at the time
those Epistles were addressed to them?

Doubtless, the Gospel history in its great outlines was
well known. The promise of John xiv. 26 was fulfilled,
and the apostles remembered what had been said unto them.
The other three Gospels, we may well believe, were written
and their contents more or less generally known. But,
John’s Gospel, as we have it now, containing many private
conversations (e.g., John iv., ix., xi., xvii.), was never seen
or known by the Apostle Paul, or the churches to whom he
wrote,

From this conclusion follows another: viz., that ¢ fs
possible therefore to have a model church (1 Thess. i. 7) with-
out the special teacking of Jokn's Gospel. That is to say,
the teaching conveyed to those churches by Paul’s ministry
personally, and by his Epistle, contained *“all the truth”
necessary to build up a perfect church in all its complete-

. ness.

This conclusion can hardly be questioned.

. B{ the term Epistles hiere and in these remurks we tuean the Epistles
up(:‘m;;hly uddrancd o Churches an such, viz.,, Rom., Cor., Gul.,, Eph. Phil., Cul.
aud Thens. )
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Our first point, therefore, is this, that, if there were to-day
a company of Divinely-saved souls and they possessed only
Puauls Epistles addressed to the churches, they would have
“all the truth” necessary to build them up as a church.
But if they had only the Gospel of Jokn they would be
without definite teaching as to man’s ruin; God’s righteous-
ness; the two natures, and the conflict between them ; union
with Christ in death and Resurrection, the completeness
and perfection of our standing in Christ ; the doing away of
ordinances in Christ; the difference between the Law and
the Gospel ; the nature and use of spiritual gifts ; the nature
and order of Resurrection as taught in 1 Cor. xv.; the
Lord’s supper; the mystery connccted with Israel’s blind-
ness ; the Mystery of the Church as the Body of Christ ; its
position, nature, and growth; its holiness of walk and its
missionary activities (1 Thess.); the mystery concerning
those who are ‘*alive and remain ;” the Resurrection of
1 Thess. iv.; and the Rapture as distinct from the day of
the Lord, and given by special revelation from the Lord
Himself (1 Thess. iv. 15); the mystery of iniquity as revealed
in 2 Thess. ii,, showing the nature and character of the
revelation of Antichrist ; and many other truths all-import-
ant and absolutely necessary for the building up of the
Church of God.

In other words, while there is no vital truth of John’s
Gospel which is not contained in the Ipistles, there are
many important Church truths which are not in John.

2. The second great fact is, that, after the Church is
taken up, there will be multitudes saved in various com.
panies for various positicns in glory. It is impossible to
read Rev. vii,, xiv.,, xv., and xix., compared with Isa,
xxvi. 9, without being convinced of this fact.

The conclusion to be drawn from this fact is, that, those
companies of saved ones must feed on the Word of God,
as all other of the redeemed have always done. They will
peed its counsels, and comfort, and guidance, and instruc-
tion.

They will have the church Epistles, just as we have,
to-day, the Old Testament histories. which are written * for
our learning.” But the church Epistles, for them, will be
historical, and just what the Old Testament history is for
us now. They will contain much matter concerning a time
and circumstances which will then have passed away, and
with which they have no practical or immediate concern.
But they will need, besides this, some special Scriptures
which shall meet and supply their need, and contain *all
the truth " that suits their then circumstances without being
encumbered and mixed up with certain church truths and
church teaching, which will then concern only what is past
and gone. And they will have it, and find it in a very
special manner in the Gospel of John.

So that while the truths of Jobn’s Gospel may be found
in the Epistles, the special church-truths are not found in
John.

When the Church has been removed, God's dealings on
the earth will be with Jew and Gentile as such.

God will be again dealing with lis people Israel, and
the godly remnant will need special Scriptures for that time.
The Law, with the *“ Song of Moses " (Deut. xxxii.), will
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tell them of God's goodness and of Israel's rebellion.
‘The Psalms will put suited words into their mouth ; while
the Gospels will exhibit their rejection of Messiah, and the
Epistles will givethe Dispensational history of the Olive tree.
But the Church of God will then have been removed, and
the Gospel of John will come in as a precious link, taking
Israel up where the Fig tree was cut down, and telling of that
true Vine in whom then will be all their hope and all their
desire. .

As it is the Gospel of John which contains this teaching
of the Vine, and sums up all the Old Testament revelations
concerning it, so is it the key to the special position which
this Gospel holds with relation to the other books.

These three Trees (and a fourth—the Bramble) give a
striking illustration of the great land-marks which stand out
in Israel’s history. They are the same four as those men-
tioned in Jotham's allegory in Judges ix. 7-15. The Fic
TrEE, the OLIVE, the VINE, and the BRAMBLE.* These
four contain the whole dispensational history of Israel.

Tue Fic TrEE.

1. The earliest of all the trees named in the Bible is the
Fic Tree. It is specially typical of Israel as to national
position. The synoptic Gospels set this forth. Israel, as
to national position, was like the Fig tree planted in a vine-
yard (Luke xiii. 6)—a place of blessing and advantage.
It has special reference to Israel’'s moral and spiritual
failure under the old covenant. The Lord came seeking
fruit, but none was found; three years were given to it
(the three years of His ministry), and at length orders
were given to ‘‘cut it down” (Luke xiii. 6-9), and,
nationally, Israel soon ‘‘ withered away ” (Matt. xxi. 19, 20;
Mark xi. 13, 14). In Judges ‘‘sweetness” and *good
fruit ” are given as the special characteristics of the Fig tree.
But it was just these which were wanting when the Lord
came, It is just these which are lacking in Israel to-day.

THE OLivE TREE,

2. The OLIVE is characterized by ‘¢ fatness,” and that
“wherewith by use they honour God and man.” This sets
forth Israel's covenant privileges. Israel had *fatness”
indeed, and privileges such as no other nation had. The
Olive is specially associated with “the house of God"”
(Ps. lii. 8). But re/igiously, Israel did not * honour God."
Hence, its privileges were taken away, some of its branches
were ‘ broken off,”” other branches are now “graffed in,”
and partake of the ““fatness "’ of the olive tree. Itis not “cut
down” and “ withered away,” as Israel’s political position
has been. The Olive is the only evergreen of the three.
Its wood, leaves and fruit are all good, telling of the
blessings of God's everlasting covenant with Abraham and
his seed, of His free grace, of His spiritual gifts, and of His
eternal faithfulness. All these are included in the teaching
of the Olive, and all are in striking contrast to man’s Fig

* This is not the order of the four in the allegury, for the Olive comes firut and
the 7%y tree second. DBecause privileye aud Uessing were first bestowed (Gen.
xii. 2: I will bless Thee und thou shalt be s blessing), und were given and
enjouyed before they hud the political pasition, which is represcuted by the Fig- tree,
This is the vorder in Gud's counsel,  But we huve followed the historical order of
the nution and considered the Fig tre. first.  All three are wentioned in Genesis
and Rev.  All three are wentioned together in Deut, viii. 8; Judges viii. 9-12;
aud Ilub, iii. 17. Al throe rewarkuble in Botany : The figure is uvique in its
{uttorvncence—The Olive in the only evergreen of the three; the Fine, sce Bzek. xv.
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tree pretensions and failure. No! the Olive tree stands,
and by-and-by the natural branches will be grafied in again.
Israel had the privileges once, some of which are described
in Rom. iii. 1, 2; ix. 4, 5; the great privilege being that
“unto them were committed the oracles of God” ; but
now, Gentiles (as such) have this, among other of Israel’s
privileges, and to-day the Gentiles dispense to Jews “the
oracles of God.”

THE VINE.

3. The ViINE speaks of Israel’s spiritual blessing. Read
Isa. v. and Psa. Ixxx. God brought this Vine out of
Egypt. He “planted it”" He * prepared room for it.”
He did everything for it. But this Vine failed. Its hedges
were taken away and the vineyard was trodden down. There
is henceforth no blessing for Israel apart from Christ. He
is the true or zery Vine. All others were but types and
shadows, He is the real® Vine, well-pleasing to God, in
Whom ¢ He delighteth.”

Al spiritual blessing for Israel is bound up in Him.
Without Him notiing can be done. He said “ I am the
true Vine,” not the true Fig, or the true Olive ; but the
true or real Vine.

NationaL PosiTioN. The nation has, like the Fi¢ TREE,
been “cut down” and is * withered away,” and it will
never be restored under the same conditions, or under the
old covenant. ** Let no fruit grow on thee hereafter for ever.”
The kingdom has been taken from them, and will be given
(as it has already been given in God’s purpose) to a
nation and a generation who will bring forth the fruits
thereof. For “fruit” is the characteristic of the Fig tree.
Yes, out of that old nation there will be a new one.

A nation will be made out of a remnant of it (Matt. xxi. 43) ;°

a nation which will be “born at once.” This nation will
have a new covenant and a new political position altogether.
This Figtree will now soon put forth its leaves, for its
summer is coming, yea, is “ nigh at hand " (Matt. xxiv. 32,
33; Mark xiii. 28, 29; Luke xxi. 29-31).

CoveENANT PRIVILEGE. The branches have been broken
off, but the OLIVE TREE is not cut down or cast away. Some
of its branches are only broken off. Others from a wild-olive
tree have been graffed in, and presently the broken-off
branches will be “pgrafied into their own olive tree,” and
their covenant privileges will be restored ; their *fatness”
renewed and used for the ‘“honour of God and man.”
This Covenant was made with Abraham before there was
an Israel ; and all its privileges are included in the Olive.

SririTuAL BLESSING. The vINE has been wasted and
devoured (Ps. Ixxx. 13), and trodden down, and no rain
waters it (Is. v. 5, 6). But the God of hosts will “return
and visit this vine.” His right hand will be upon the Son
of Mant whom He has made strong for Himself. He will

* In John xv. 1 the word is dAyBuis (alecthinos) genuine or rra/,
as opposed to what is unreal ; not .,',A-,I(),;; (aleethees) true, asopposed
to what is false.

+ The title **8on of Man ' in eonnection with this Vine, shows that it is
conoected with the earth, and not with the Church.

turn again, and cause His face to shine and Israel will be
saved (Ps. Ixxx. 14, 19).

As the Vine (connected with spiritual blessing in the
world), Isracl has wholly and altogether failed. It is
characteristic of the Vine that its wood is of no use, not
even to make a pin on which to hang anything (read
Ezek. xv. on this subject). It has no power to stand alore,
It needs support itself, but cannot give support to others.
No ! Israel, as the Vine, has failed. All spiritual blessing
now and henceforth must and will be found only in and
through “ the true Vine,” the real Vine, to which all others
pointed ; “ the man of His right hand.” All who do not
derive their blessing from Him and partake of blessing
through Him will be “cast out ” and “cut off.” But all
who partake of strength and blessing in Him will stand ior
ever® and yield that wine which shall cheer both God ard
man.

But now note specially the places of the Scripture where
these trees are mentioned, and where their lessons are
imfolded.

(1). We have the Fig /ree in the three synoptic gospels.

(2). The Olrve in Romans, and

(3). The Vine in John.

It is in the Three synoptic Gospels we have the record
of the dispensational history of the causes of the “ cutting
down” of the Figitree, and the miracle of its ‘ withering
away.” Now, in this present interval, it is in the Church
epistles (Rom. ix.-xi.) that we have the Olive free, and the
record concerning the ‘breaking off” of the natural
branchest and the graffing in of others.

While it is in the gospel of John that we have the Vine
and its branches, the special scriptures for the teaching
of those who will specially need it in the days after the
church has been removed. In that gospel, those com-
panies of the saved will learn the precious truths which will
be their support and their stay in the day of the great
tribulation : “through” and ‘‘out of” which they will be
brought.

Thus we have in
THE FIG TREE.

Past Dispensational History.
National position—Israel in the land.

THE THREE GOSPELS{

THE OLIVE TREE.
{ The present Interval.
l Covenant  privilege  transferred—

Israel not in the Land.

ROMANS

THE VINE.
The future * Great Tribulations.
+ Spiritual blessing. The new lsrael—
(formed out of the Remnant) re-
stored, with all blessing in Christ.

JOHN

* This is not the Union which the Church has now with Christ. Thut is taught
in the Epistlon, not here. That is union in druth and resurrection; this
i® quite n different thing.

+ In Rom. xi. 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, the word is kAd8os ({ladvs) the
olive-slip or graft; while in John xv. 2, 4, 5, 6 the word is kAfjua
(&leema) the vine-slip o graft,
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But concerning this Great Tribulation and the causes of
it, we have further teaching from Jotham’s Allegory. The
three trees we have been referring to would not be king
over the other trees. But there was a fourth tree. There
was one that would, and that was

THE BRAMBLE!

The Bramble was willing to reign over them, and its
words are prophetic. ‘““Come and put your trust in my
shadow.” Ah! there was One whosaid: *“ Come unto me,”
but they replied: ¢ Wewill not have this manto reignover us.”
He came in the Father's name, and they received Him not.
But another is coming in his own name, and him they will
receive (John v. 43). Yes! They will make a covenant
with him, and he with them (Dan. ix. 27). ‘They will trust
in his “shadow,” but it will prove to be only a shadow ; for
‘¢ a fire shall come out of the bramble and devour” them,
and that will be the Great Tribulation.

But the Bramble itself shall be burned up and destroyed.
For ¢ of thorns men do not gather figs: nor of a bramble-
bush do they gather grapes” (Luke vi. 44). No! only of
the true vine can it be said, and of His people He will yet
say: *“ From me is thy fruit found” (Hos. xiv. 8).

We thus learn the true dispensational position of the
gospel of John, and have the key to its teaching: and if
we rightly divide it we shall not use the truth of John xv.
to upset the truth of Romans viii. as to our own present
standing in Christ : nor set those two chapters in opposition,
and then seek to explain away the difficulty which we have
ourselves created through failing to rightly divide the
word of Truth. .

e e e st gy e
Qonference Hddresses.

‘We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective
speakers. Many things with which we may not wholly agree are inserted as being
either suggestive or worthy of consideration.

THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY,
2nd THESSALONIANS II.

By THE REv. T. GraHaM (Vicar of Southborough).

(Read at the April meeting of the Prophecy Investigation
Society, 1899).

A “ MYSTERY,” in the New Testament, is a secref told—

something known because it has been revealed, and

which could not have been known, but for that
revelation.  ““The mystery of godliness” is God's
revelation of His secret plan for man’s salvation: “the
mystery of iniquity ” is God’s revelation of the final issue of
man's sin. It is necessary to insist upon this in view of a
modern popular interpretation of prophecy, according to
which men of old did but state their own convictions as to
the development in the future of what they saw in the
present. We are told of this prophecy that “Inspiration
did not enable the Apostle to write history beforehand,” and
that *¢ though his forecast has a spiritual truth in it, resting
as it does on the right perception of the law of moral
development, the precise anticipation which it embodies
was not destined to be realized.” 1If this be so, it is not
easy to see wherein the inspiration of the sacred writers
differs essentially from that of any wise observant politician
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forccasting the future.  But that this is not so we would
with all energy protest. The promise that the Comforter
would shew to the apostles things to come, the more
general promise that He would guide them into all truth,
was a promise of something other than ¢ the right per-
ception of the law of moral development.” It was a
promise of a revelation of things to be, and already existent
in the purpose and knowledge of God. And this *“ mystery
of iniquity " is no mere opinion concerning the trend of the
events of his day, by a careful and experienced observer of
the natural working of certain laws of cause and effect; it
fs “history written beforehand,” a divine revelation of
things to come, requiring for its fulfilment definite event.

That event is said to be the manifestation of ‘the man
of sin;"” or, as in the margin of R.V. and according
to two of the best MSS., “the man of lawlessness’ ;
whose appearance is out of, the fruit of, an apostacy of
which the apostle had in person already formally and
particularly forewarned the converts in Thessalonica.

Apostacy then, from whom or what? Lawlessness, with
regard to what law? The answer is in the description which
follows : ““Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.” It may be that by “the temple of God"” the
prophecy intends a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. There
are prophecies which seem to point to a peculiar connection
between the Jewish people and a Coming One in whom
sin shall find its perfect incarnation, to a league between
him and them, and to their revolt occasioned by the
erection of his image in the Temple, *the abomination
that maketh desolate spoken of by Daniel the prophet.”
But the language-—“sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himsell off that he is God "—surely requires a fuller and
a wider meaning. It is not only a claim upon the Jews to
worship the image of a2 man in a sanctuary of God ; it is a
claim which, from its nature, is made upon all men, because
itis a claim to be possessed of the very attributes and
prerogatives of God, to be the very and-the only God.

The language of the prophecy points to an individual.
It is not satisfied by a system, a Church, a line of men; it
requires one who has neither predecessor nor successor ;. an
individual representative of the apostacy; its head, its
crown ; and more, the apostacy in miniature, its general
characteristics all represented in one man.

It is very remarkable that explaining the secret of this
man's power, St. Paul uses to same word for his presence
as for the presence of Christ.—*Then shall that lawless
one be revealed whom the Lord shall destroy with the
brightness of His coming (parousia): even him whose
coming (paronsia) is after the working of Satan, with all
power and signs and lying wonders.” To recognise the
full force of this we must remember how it was with the
Man Christ Jesus. His first coming, His presence and
manifestation in the flesh, was after the working of the
Holy Spirit, in all power and signs and wonders of truth.
The operation of the Holy Ghost in and upon and for the
humanity of the God-man is frequent and prominent in the
gospel story. By the Holy Ghost was He conceived ;
with the same Spirit was He anointed to preach and
to heal; by the same Spirit He cast out devils and wrought
His miracles ; there is nothing which He did in attestation
of His claims but it is associated with, it is referred to, the
Holy Ghost. In the man of sin is an awful mimicry of
His endowments. The man Christ Jesus, the God-man, is
anointed with the spirit of God above His fellows ; the man
of sin, the blasphemous Man-god, is endowed by Satan,
is energized by Satan, as none has ever yet been; no, not
even the greatest monsters of sin, of whom we rightly
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think as devilish. And as the Lord’s miracles were His
credentials by which He answered the question: ““ Art Thou
He that should come?” So does this man of sin attest
his claims by the lying wonders which the working of Satan
enables him to produce.

It is no mere clever trickery, no mere conjuring, which is
attributed to him; but real wonders by Satanic agency.
Perhaps indeed the ‘‘wonders” will be in great part in
influences upon the beholders themselves, duped into be-
lieving that they actually see what exists only in their
imagination. There seems to be some real power in so-
called mesmerism, hypnotism, and the like, to make men
believe that they see what is really non-existent. However,
the universal yielding to the claims of the man of sin will
be largely due to marvels wrought Ly him in the powcer of
Satan, even as by the Spirit of the Lord the Son of man
confirmed His word by signs following.  Yet this * work-
ing of Satan” is not to be confined to such *miracles.”
In that future day, when all that is called culture will have
reached its perfection, men will not be persuaded by mere
wonders. There must be some supereminent personal
characteristics to secure the universal adoration which will
be secured by the man of sin. *In proportion,” writes
Alford, ““as the general standard of mental cultivation is
raised, and man made equal with man, the ordinary power
of genius is diminished, but its extraordinary power is in-
creased. As men become famibhar with the achievements
of talent they Jearn to despise its daily manifestations, and
to be more independent of mere men of ability, but they
only become more completely in the power of gigantic
intellect, and the slaves of preeminent and unapproachable
talent.””  The truth of this is already before our eyes; and
if when "“that Wicked is revealed,” Satan shall have per-
mission to endow his creature with all that makes a man
an overpowering fascination to men, together with the
power of ‘“miracles,” there seems nothing improbable in
the thought of universal acceptance of the claim to sole and
universal adoration.

His triumph is to be of short duration.  The
language of the prophecy implies the final destruction of
the apostacy within a little while. The manifestation of
the man of sinis made in full, and then the Lord shall con-
sume him ‘“‘with the spirit of His mouth,” and shall
destroy him * with the brightness of His coming.” Bya
mere breath, as it were, from the Lord’s mouth, by the
mere unveiling of His glory, shall all that mighty, vaunting,
blaspheming host and its leader be reduced to impntence
and swept from off the earth. Z/us it is that the rightful
King takes possession of His redeemed kingdom. Thus
it is that the Prophecy breaks in upon man’s dream of a
world gradually becoming a world of universal peace. The
natural enmity in the heart of fallen man against God and
His law is not gradually to die away; our Missionary
Societies are indeed for the evangelization of the world, but
not for its gradual conversion; ‘“the restitution of all
things,” the deliverance of creation from its bondage of
corruption, the glowing promises of a future age of universal
righteousness with its universal happiness, these are not to
come in little by little, as men recognize and obey the
laws of wecll being. But as the end draws near the ever
active spirit of apostacy from God will rouse itself in accu-
mulated strength, and burst forth in one last defiant revolt.
Laodicean indifference will become active rebellion against
God and His Christ—the ultimate development of the first
sin, human nature’s acceptance of the Tempter's *“ Ye shall
be as gods,” findingits full fruit in man’s self-deification, his
defiant assertion that man’s true and only God is man.

(To le continued).
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INTROSPECTION.

“Some spend much of their time in what is called
introspection. Now introspection, like retrospection, is a
useful thing in a measure, but it can readily be overdone,
and then it breeds morbid emotions, and creates despair.
Some are always looking into their own feelings. A healthy
man hardly knows whether he has a stomach, or a liver;
it is your sickly man who grows more sickly by the study
of his inward complaints. Too many wound themselves
by studying themselves. LEvery morning they think of
what they should feel ; all day long they dwell upon what
they are not feeling ; and at night they make diligent search
for what they have been feeling. It looks to me like
shutting up your shop, and then living in the counting-
house, taking account of what is not sold. Small profits
will be made in this way. You may look a long while into
an empty pocket before you find a sovereign, and you may
look a long time into fallen nature before you find comfort.
A man might as well try to find burning coals under the
ice, as to find anything good in our poor human nature.
When you look within, it should be to see with grief what
the filthiness is; but to get rid of that filthiness you must
look beyond yourself. I remember Mr. Moody saying
that a looking glass was a capital*thing to show you the
spots on your face ; but you could not wash in a looking
glass. You want something very different-when you would
make your face clean.” (From DBarbed Arrows from the
quiver of C. H. Spurgeon).

THE SPIRIT HIS OWN INTERPRETER:

Recollections of a sermon preached in Trinity Church,
Cambridge, by the late Canon Carus (October, 1863), betore
a large number of the undergraduates of the University,
from John xvi. 13.

“ Young men of the University, we are lovers of learning
for its own sake. You are here because you love to learn,
and are anxious to have more knowledge than you already
possess ; but settle it as fixed principle in your minds whilst
you are here ¢ That there is no knowing the mind of
Christ in the Scriptures of Truth, but by the showing of
the Spirit.”” If you were reading a work by a living author,
and were in doubt of that author’s meaning, which would
you do ?—go to the author himself to explain his meaning,
or ask a third person his opinion about the book? Of
course you would go to the author. Well, our Author is
a living Author. Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, and if you go to Him, in a true
child-like spirit of humility, confessing your own ignorance
and asking for His showing, sooner or later you will come

to know all that it is necessary for you to learn.”
S. F.
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HOPE,
By THE REv. W. H. GrirriTin TuoMas, M.A,
(Incumbent of Portman Chapel, W.).

THE prominence given to Faith in the New Testament,
and rightly emphasised in Christian experience,
should not allow us to forget that Hope is also very
distinctly brought before us in the Holy Scriptures, and
should therefore have its due force in our daily life. As
Faith is a primal necessity for the very existence of the
Christian life, so is Hope for the full growth and ripeness
of the Christian character. Faith and Hope are both
essential; and, though they have an intimate connection
with each other, it is possible to distinguish them so that
the precise value and force of Hope may be clearly seen
and appreciated. Faith looks backward and upward;
Hope looks onward. Faith is concerned with the Person
Who promises ; Hope with the thing the Person promises.
Faith accepts ; Hope expects. Faith appropriates ; Hope
anticipates. Faith believes and takes; Hope desires and
waits. Faith comes by hearing; Hope by experience.
Faith is a root of which Hope is a fruit. Faith has an
attitude towards good and against evil; Hope is concerned
only with that which is good.

The elements of Hope are Desire, Expectation, and
Patience. Not Desire only, for we may desire what we do
not expect ; nor Expectation only, (or we may expect what
we do not desire ; but Desire and Expectation combined
and exercised with that Patience or endurance (vmwopory
hypomonee) which can wait for the full realization.

The teaching of the New Testament may perhaps be
arranged so as to give the following conspectus for
meditation.

I.—THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR HOPE.
. Christ Jesus (2 Tim. i. 1): “ Our Hope.”
. Salvation (1 Thess. v. 8) : “ The Hope of Salvation.”
. Grace (1 Pet. i. 13): “Hope . . . for the Grace.”
- Resurrection (Acts xxiii. 6, and xxiv. 15) : Resurrection
Hope.

5. Eternal Life (Tit. i. 2, and iii. 7): “In Hope of
Eternal Life.”

6. Righteousness (Gal. v. 5): ** Hope of Righteousness.”

7. Glory (Col. i. 27): “ The Hope of Glory.”

I1.—THE CHARACTER OF OUR HOPE.

1. Personal (Phil. 1. 20): “My Hope.” Cf “we
might have” (Rom. xv. 4), *“having” (2 Cor. iii. 12;
1 John iii. 3).
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2. Indwelling (1 Pet. iii. 15): * Hope that is in you.”

3. Living (1 Pet. i. 3).

4. Good (2 Thess. ii. 16).

5. Blessed (Tit. ii. 13).

6. Joyous (Rom. xii. 12): * Rejoicing in Hope."”

7. Emboldening (Rom. v. 5): ‘‘Hope maketh not

ashamed.”
II1.—THE CLAIMS OF OUR HOPE.

1. Confession (Heb. x: 23).
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Boasting (Heb. iii. 6).
Explanation (r Pet. iii. 15).
. Purity (1 John iii. 3).
Endurance (1 Thess. i. 3).
Assurance (Heb. vi. 11).
Abundance (Rom. xv. 13).
IV.——THE CONDITIONS OF OUR HOPE,

1. God, its Author (Rom. xv. 13). Cf. Eph.i. 18.
(a) As Object: ei¢ (2 Cor. i. Io; Acts xxiv. 15;
t Pet.i. 21).
() As Foundation: éri (1 Tim. iv. 10; v. §;
vi. 17; 1 Pet. 1. 13, and iii. g).
(¢) As Sphere: év (1 Cor. xv. 19).
2. The Gospel its Kevelation (Col. i. 23): ¢ The Hope of
the Gospel.”
3. The Scriptures ils
xxvi. 6).
4. Christ its Sustenance (Col. i. 27).
5. The Holy Spirit its Supply (Rom. xv. 13).
6. Heaven its Incentive (Col. i. 5 ; Heb. xi. 18).
7. Faith its Basis (Heb. xi. 1).

When the teaching of Scripture on Hope is thus collated
and given due prominence, we can easily see the force of
the well-known passage in Rom. viii. 24 : ¢ For in hope we
were saved.” Our salvation had init a future reference and
purpose. Wearenot *“saved by hope ” (A.V.), but through
or by faith, though we were also saved with reference to hope
with definite and glorious reference to the blessed hope
revealed in the Gospel.  (See Sanday ¢# oe.) We can also
now appreciate the allusion to this hope as an ‘““anchor '
(Heb. vi. 19), in its power to keep us from drifting, and as
a “helmet” (1 Thess. v. 8), to preserve us from defeat.
We can, moreover, picture to ourselves the sad state of
those who are described as “ having no hope " (Eph. ii. 12,
note uy), and at the same time rejoice in the Apostle’s
exhortation against sorrowing as do the majority (1 Thess.
iv. 13), “ who have not a solitary hope.”

It remains only to note that Hope as a grace is very
different from a mere spirit of hopefulness, or a natural
buoyancy of temperament. It is a distinctly Christian
virtue, the result, as we have seen, of union with God in
Christ, and having for its immediate object the Lord Jesus
at His glorious appearing, and for its ultimate, eternal, and
exhaustless substance the glories of Heaven, and God as

our all in all.
QuesTioN NoO. 200.

W. ., New York. *How do you explain Matt. xxiv. 34 : ¢ This
gencration shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled® ?”

We do not wonder at the perplexity which is created by
assuming that “these things” (referred to in verses
29-33) which occur affer the great tribulation (verse 29) are
all to be fulfilled during the generation to whom the Lord
was speaking.

And we do not wonder either that the many explanations
fail to set the difficulty at rest, but seem rather to increase
it by being so apparently invented for the purpose.

- oL W

Warrant (Rom. xv. 4; Acts
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We believe that the true explanation is to be found in
the verb used (yivopas, ginomar). 1t means to begin to le,
to become, arise. It is not the ordinary word for fudfi/. ‘T'he
difference will best be scen by referring to Luke xxi., where
we have both words. In verse 24 we have “ until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (7.e., filled full). But the word
here is mAypow ( pleeroc), to fulfil, while in verse 32, which
corresponds with Matt. xxiv. 34, we have the other, which
is quite a different word (yivopar, ginomaz), as in Matthew.

The meaning is that the very generation to which Christ
was speaking should see ke beginning of these things (viz.,
those mentioned in Matt. xxiv. 4-6. Mark xiii. 5-7. Luke
xxi. 8, 9). They did see the commencement of *these
things,” as the Lord said they should.

A similar mistake with this word creates another difficulty
in John xiii. 2. ‘““And supper being ended.” It is quite
clear from verses 26, 27, that supper was not cnded.
Indeed it had only just begun, which is exactly what this
word means. The R.V. renders it “ during supper,” but it
means ‘‘ supper having commenced.” Dr. Gill beautifully
renders it “* supper being served.”

We believe therefore that Matt. xxiv. 34 should be
rendered ¢ This generation shall not pass till all these
things have begun to take place.” Then, as no difficulty is
created, there is none to explain.

QuEesTioN No. zo1.
C. W. C,, Helensburgh. *f Please could you explain the meaning of
the following verses:-——*“Saints’ (Dan. vii. 21), * Remnant”

(Joel ii. 32), “Elect” (Matt. xxiv. 31)? In what way are they
related to each other? ”

These terms all relate to the same persons, /2., the
elect remnant of Israelitish saints who will be God's people
on the earth after the Church has been caught up.

The Church of God is not in Daniel, Joel, or Matt. xxiv,

Signs of the Times.
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JEWISH SIGNS
THE COLONIAL TRUST.

The Jewisk IWorld thus gives expression to its thoughts
on the success of the launching of this new Financial Trust,
which seems destined to play an important part in the Zion
ist Movement. After speaking of the hopes and yearnings,
strivings and convictions representing the active sentiments
of those who have brought this fund together, the Leading

Article goes on to say :—

**Was ever such in this materialistic world before? We believe
not ; and yet there are thousands who do not realise what this means,
and give heed to advocates whose pratile betrays their incapacity of
thought,

‘‘ The history of the Zionist movement, and it needs no writling yet,
is one of struggle and achievement. Struggle against powerful but
inert forces, achievement by massing units thrilled with the desire to
be active. The Jewish Colonial Trust in this in no way differs from
the Congresses, the success of the one is the success of the other, but
the one represents the vocal and the other the financial side of the
will - force of Jewry. This is the secret of the Zionistic movement,
and the one that will carry it to success ; it is a people’s movement,
in which all classes and sections belong to the people. The distinction
between what was and what now is in Jewry is so great that it is
as difficult to phrase this *‘rose water *’ revolution as to define the
limit of power or the maximum effect of the new order of things. If
the Jews bad ccased to be a nation, then they have suddenly become
one, and are fired with national instincts, with a desire to be robed
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with the modern vestures of nationhood. The Jewish Colonial Trust
represents that wish in a concrete form, and its existence is an
cvidence of the power that may be exercised by a machine whose
niotive power is the will-force of a determined people; and with
these powers at command, who sball say what cannot be achieved?
The success of the Trust has confounded all the arguments of the
opposition, the presaging of the hostile section of the press, and it has
proved that the power in Jewry lies not with the merely rich.

‘* Success lies in the application of the will-force of the Jewish people,
and the question the sensible man should ask himself is not ** shall 1
not silently join in the ranks of my people and take my share of the
toil and the hardships of this march of Zion.”  Far be it from us to
belittle the efforts made by those who in ﬁast years have borne the
brunt of supporting the tens of thousands who appealed for help, and
cried out against the persecuting hand of those who supposedly
worship the historic Jew ; but we think they should be the first to
recognise the moral advantage of a success which has given
independence and backbone to the down-trodden, and therefore be
all the more willing to unite and sink personality in order to maintain
a principle which has been dear to all generations of Jews. Union
would be the greatest and most worthy achievement. This should be
the real moral and most worthy result of the latest Zionist success. "

RELIGIOUS SIGNS.
“THE WHOLE WORLD LIETH IN THE EVIL
ONE."—R.V.

Then, whoever undertakes to ‘‘raise humanity ” must
have greater power than this one who is declared to hold
the world in his grip. Yet for all this, preachers don't
appear to take it very much to heart. ‘They seem to be
paying more attention to citizens than to sinners. This cry
of “‘raising humanity "’ brings those who are working for it
into strange alliances. The Holy Ghost has declared,
*“Cursed be the man that trusteth in .man and maketh
flesh his arm ™ (Jer. xvii. 5). ‘

A SLERMON LY MR. RHODES.

* The social work of the Salvation Army has come under distinguished
“and fashionable patronage. A meeting on its behalf was held yester-
day in the Mansion House, the Lord Mayor presided, Mr. Cecil
Rhodes nade a speech. ¢ In my own church, there are many disputes
as to instruments, as to the lighting or non-lighting of candles, as to
the wearing of embroidered garments : but let us put all those details
aside, and recognise that we are all human beings. Be he an officer
in the Salvation Army, be he a minister of a church, the person
engaged is working for the clevation of humanity™” .

The *“ distinguished patronage” the child of God is to
expect is specified in 1 John iii.: “ Theretore the world
knoweth us not because it knew HIM not.”

It is hard to see what affinity there can be between the
keen projector of railways in Africa and the Salvation
Army. It may be that the system of business in the latter
has drawn forth the admiration of the other.

SECRET INSURANCE.

4 The Commercial IVor/d declares it has in its possession a letter sent
to a newly-appointed agent of the Salvation Army Life Assurance
Society by an assistant superintendent, in which the lalter says :—

“*You will find we have proposals on the life of another, i.c., any-
one may insure a relation, providing they are in good health, without
the relative’s knowledge.

¢ +Go in with all your might ; do your very best. Remember it is
for the glory of God. All profits made after paying all claims, meet-
ing expenses, and paying 75§ per cent. of the same to participating
members, go to extending the kingdom of God.' "— Daily Mail, Apnl
2oth.

From the above it may be inferred that the text-heading
of this article is not taken into account by either of the
financiers.

Judging by the following, such progress has been made
in this “ raising humanity ” that the next thing to do is for
man to get a city to his tastes. So here enters another
“ physician ” (of Glasgow) for this business.

THE 1DEAL CITY.

‘ At the morning service in Trinity Church yesterday, the Rev. Dr.
John llunter delivered the first of a scries of discourses on * The Ideal
of Civic Life and Duty,” Lefore a crowded congregation.  The rever-
end gentleman selected as his text Revelation xxi. 2:—* The holy
city coming down out of heaven from God.””

And in the course of his sermon the preacher makes
this monstrous statement
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*And to-day, as yesterday, the world's hope is in its dicamcia
in the wnen with clear eyes and ardent hearts.  The opinion thal man
made the town and God the country would not bear examination.
Human nature and life were more full of God than the phenomena of
the material world, and civilization and the city a directer and fuller
revelation of the divine than primitive and countrylife. . . . The
city of God in the Bible was not a city in leaven, bul a «/ty (0 be
budlt wup in this world.”

This is a flat denial of God’s word, for the text contra-
dicts his words. 'T'hat city comes down from heaven. But
what follows is the climax of folly, we might perhaps say
blasphemy:

¢ ¢ The water of life, pure, fresh, and clear as crystal, did not f,w
through our city as through the city of St. John’s «ream, but it had
been introduced into every house, and an unlimited supply of it might
be had by all. They had gas or electric light in the street, shop, and
dwelling, instead of oil lainps and candles, and sanitary appliances in
their homes.” "

The Glasgow HHerald (April 17th) may well write in its
leading article:

** Our churches are- —well—largely sione and lime.’

And finishes up with this conclusion : —

‘¢ That the community in its mass has no acute sense of cilizenship,
much less an ideal, is, we are sorry to believe, not more true than that
it has no acute, no convincing, scuse of religion. 1In regard to both it
is little better than a case of rubbing along somehow, hoping, when
there is hope at all, for the best.” "’

And not likely to have when such rubbish is preached.

“ Humanity,” after all, it seems, must wait. We are cer-
tainly more in accord with the newspaper than with the
preacher.

‘““ But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no
value. O that ye would altogether hold your peace! And
it showuld be your wisdom (Job xiii. 5).

“ Humanity " is to be elevated by a gospel of gas. Such
preacher’s ‘“‘zieewos” harmonize with the sceptic who
asserted that the man who discovered gas did more for
mankind than any religion had done.

The reply he received was telling and to the point.
“ That being so, when you come to die, and you desire to
find consolation, you Aad better send for the gas-man.”

In this way a religious \WoORLD is being manufactured,
and the press detects its hollowness : —

““THE VEKY LATEST VOGUE.
‘“ I wasinformed on the best authority the other day that it was now

‘the smart thing’ to be religious. . . . I assure you a serious
attitude will be *the thing’ this scasun. There will be quite a run on
the bishops and clergy gen:rally. . . . The May meetings are tu

be extremely smart funciions. We all of us gave up something this
Lent. Lady A.’”’—she named a sprigh'ly dame of high social status—
**surrendered cigarettes ; and I dido’t taste green Chartreuse once !"'—
The Critic.

The religious world may for a time consent to be
amused ; but one thing it will not be deceived in, and that
is, that this is religion based on the Word of God. Rather
will the world come to the conclusion that there is no such
thing, that the whole is a fiction, and these dealers in
religious wares, mixed with comic songs, are the biggest
fictions of all.

T VICAKR S MUSIC 1AL

* The Rev. Dr. Robert Foster Burrows, vicar of St. Andrew's,
Birmingham, was summoned yesterday for unlawfully keeping Su.
Andrew’s Hall for public music without a license.

‘¢ A police-sergeant said that when he visited the hall a young woman
in male attirc was on the stage singing a comic song. The programme
for that evening consisted of three sketches, for which a first-class
company was engaged.

‘¢ As the profits were for the benefit of the church and its work, the
summons was dismissed. DBut the defendant was told he must get a
license before having another such entertainment.”'— Darly AMail,
April 271h.

Now, we have been gathering from all parts of the world,
and all we can say is, in answer to the appeal : ** Watch-
man, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?
The morning cometh, AND ALSO THE NIGHT,”

It will be a comfort to many hearts to hear what a
converted Hindoo says :

OHE FAITIL OF A CONVEKTED HINDOO.

“ o the Editor of Tig SUN.——37r ; Excuse me, as a visitor
to your country, in writing to thank you for your remarks under
* Preaching Without Religious Faith.” 1 am converted from IHindoo-
ism ; the Brahmanic bloud runs through my veins. Nothing could
have brought me to the Lord Jesus Christ but two things—(1) the
consciousness of my guilt: (2) that Christ had atoned for me. The
light of revelation in my soul warned me of a hell ; since then the
Scriptures have affirmed it, and, with the acceplance of Jesus, the
Irden has gone. [ am a missionary now, and have been in the work
since 1883.

‘““ After spending ten years between Great Britain, Llurope, India
and Ceylon, I solemnly say that Ihave not found any scheme, plag, or
amusement which can or will ever come up to the power of the Gospel
of Christ. I have just come to visit this country for the first time, to
study American methods of Christian woik, and to find out how far
the people who send us missionaries believe in Christ and the Bible for
themselves.  The opinions and remarks of the clergymen you com-
ient upun make me feel that I am not safe among such theologians.
The Gospel has an cternal charm for me, a pagan coavert. I find
clevating pleasures and joys in it. It has uansformed me. I believe
in the inspiration of God's Word, permanent and unchangeable;
otherwise man has no permanent standard to appeal to. I feel I must
give this testimony in these days of loose interpretations of the Scrip-
tures. I am forgiven much, so I wish to say a word for Him who has
wmade me what I am.”

Zhe New Yord Sun, March sth. P. N. CHAKRABURTTY.

Israel, in the day of their departure from God, realizing
that their power was gone, turned to Egypt for help, and
this was the reproof sent to them : * Woe unto them that
go down to Egypt for help . . . they look not unto the
Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord ” (Isa. xxxi. 1).

“Turn ye unto Him from whom the Children of Israel
have deeply revolted ” (ver. 6).

The wickedness is more pronounced in this day because
the light is greater.

SPIRITIST SIGNS.
“NEITHER GIVE HEED TO FABLES.”

It is a wearisome business to be chronicling the doings
of religious flesh. The Word of God is setaside ; but man
will have a religion of some sort, and having got rid of the
old Book, sets to work to provide a new revelation. This, the
Spiritists are doing, by * calling spirits from the vasty deep”
to tell their disciples something fresh.

But our last month's Thsngs o Come proved from their
own organ that these revealers play tricks.

““BEHOLD YE TRUST IN LYING WORDS THAT CANNOT

PROFIT.”
Israel resorted to the same source, and we know the end
of that.

“ Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not
spoken a lying divination. Whereas ye say, The Lord saith
it, albeit I have not spoken™ (Ezek. xiii. 7). ’

All the consolation their guides can give is ““ We have
no security against your being fooled.”

But the last numher of ZLigkt devotes much space to an
impartant question which is answered by one of thar
superior mediums, 10 can handly be conceived what a luss
knowledge has sustained all this time through being
unaware of the facts Spiritism has brought out ! the fathom-
less abyss of ignorance we haveall beenin!  The question
is :—

¢ Do spirits sce the sun, moon, or stars?”

If, after the answer given, their readers are no wiser than
they were before, then the spirits must have been playing
tricks again.

“Suppose that a spirit comes back into this world ; his optical
apparatus not registering the vibrations belonging to this world's light,
he would Le in darkness. That is all. It could not be otherwise.
Then go back again to the spirit side. What is the source of the
vibrations known as light? 1lere we must confess thut while science
and philosophy help you to understand many things, they have hardly
reached the position of being able to help you on this puint, because

the ultimate analysis of all things leads you back to the Incompre:
hensibility we call God.”
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After all it is only “ .m/?pose And, “optical apparatus”
does not seem a very scientific way of putting it.

But supposing they don't come back, then it appears they
don’t see the moon, and darkness must be the result. That
is all. But the medium gets more scientific as he, or she,
warms to the subject, and makes an effort to help to a
conclusion :—

““The Divine activity radiates through the universe, and according
1o grade and condition produces phenomenal comsequences. Oa the
malerial side you find worlds, systems, suns, universes, so many focalised

conditions of Divine action, from each collectively and individually
radiating the Divine energies.’

There is a way of appearing to answer questlons by
figuratively throwing dust into the eyes. Here is a
jumble of words that has an appearance of wisdom, but no
clearing up of the great question whether spirits “ see t/e
moon.”  Let us try again :—

“‘ When you get into the spiritual world you find there conditions,
centres, worlds, which radiate the more subtle powers or forces that
flow from, or are the results of, the Divine activity, and such vibrations
are related to, or the spiritual organisation is accordant therewith.”

Now, if it is not clear after this that spirits do see ¢/e moon,
then Light belies its name, and the agitated mind ought to

be at rest. Everything is upset again by this statement:—
“ There is no necessity for spirits to see the material sun, moon,
and stars.”

This silly question takes about one thousand words to
answer. And this is to take the place of God's Holy \WWord
that gives us the revelation of Himself! Those who would
put this rubbish in place of its soul-sustaining truths, this
puerile, childish, pitiful twaddle, must be very far on the
way to the believing ““the lie” that His Word declares is to
ensnare those who ¢ belleve not the T ruth "

V]

JOHN XVI. 8.12.
With regard to our answer to question No, 198, in our
June Number, a correspondent sends us some interesting

remarks. He points out

1. That the question before the world in the Apostles’
day was: “Is Jesus the Christ or not?” and the testimony of
the Holy Ghost was first as to His Person and the great
“SIN ” in rejecting Him as the subject of prophecy. J/n
this we kave Peter's ministry.

2. The testimony that followed was, and is to-day, con-
cerning “ RIGHTEOQUSNESS.” JZn this we huve Pauls
minisiry.

3. The testimony of the future, when the Anti-christ is
sitting in the Temple of God, will be concerning *“ JUDG-
MENT"” after the Church is removed That testimony
will be as to His divine personality according to the gospel
of John, and His title to the throne of David according to
the gospel of Matthew. Blessing will then be seen and
shown to be found only in union with the true Vine, not in
natural descent from Abraham, nor yet in Jerusalem. Jx
this we have the future Jewisk ministry spoken of in
Matt. xxiv. and xxviii. after the translation of the Church.

JOHN XV,

Another valued correspondent sends us further light on
this verse, based on the distinction between the word used
for “ branch,” which occurs only in these verses (2, 4, §, 6),
xAjpa (kleema), and the. usual word elsewhere (xAddos,
kladvs). This, as well as our own answer, may be correct,

2.
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and 1( mterpreted accordmg to the true dispensational
position of John's gospel, may be helpful and true. But,
the fact is, that both this and our own answer in the April
Number (though correct) may mislead, by assuming that we
have Church teaching and Church truth in John's gospel.
The difficulty of reconciling John xv. with Rom. viii.,
ought to show us that the #rue explanation must be sought
for on dispensational lines, and on a more rightly dividing
of the word of Truth, Until we are able to do this,
it will be more really helpful to suspend further reference
to John xv. on the old Church lines.

VOLUME V.
is now ready, price 2/-- We ask our readers to use as
many copies as possible as presents to their friends, and
thus to make Zhings fo Come more widely known.

A NEW COLUMN
is opened this month, and kindly undertaken by the Rev.
W. H. Grifith Thomas, M.A., Incumbent of Portmian
Chapel. It will consist of a series of

BILLE WORD STUDIES,
and will, we are sure, be found both interesting and profit-
able. The word this month is *“ Hope.” Next month it will
Le **Meditation.”

JEREMIAH IN IRELAND.

In The Banner of Israel, for March 26th last, Chancellor
Hanan refers to our articles on this myth. Mr. Fairfield
writes to readily accept Chancellor Hanan’s admission of
lack of knowledge to enable him “to verify Mr. Glover's
calculations.” He points out the automatical impossibility
of agreement between the Anglo-Israel position and the
testimony of the genuine Irish history. Mr. Fairfield shows
that Chancellor Hanan gives Mr. Glover’s whole case away
en bloc, by accepting Professor Kelly's statement that * the
bards could not agree on the place that Ollomh and his
seven successors (whom all the Irish historians make his
descendants in blood) were to hold in Irish history.” The
verdict of those “best authorities” whom Chancellor
Hanan fancies are on his side, is, that no reliance is to be
placed upon any of the legendary portion of Irish history.
Mr. Fairfield concludes by saying : “ What I insist on is,
that Identitists should give dates accurately, and not
invent them.” We are sorry that more important matter
on Biblical and Spiritual subjects does not admit of our
giving our readers the pleasure of reading Mr. Fairfield’s
interesting and conclusive paper.

With regard to the editorial note in our April Number,
on the terrible infringement on the Royal Rights of the
Lord Jesus in the Anglo-Israelite book which we referred
to, it may have seemed incredible to our readers, but
what will they say to this extract from it which we omitted
to give :

“lt is by ignoring the right of his father Joseph to the
paternity of our Lord, that difficulty in realising the ful-
Silment  of God's promise has arisen”/ If we do
regard this right, we are told that “ we ska/l rid ourselves
of a deal of medicval and pagan mysticism ; and a sckeme
Jor this worlds histery will open out before us in its
wonderful development.”

That God may preserve us and our readers from this
Anglo-Israel “ Scheme ” is our earnest prayer.
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‘““THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD.”
IN Eph. iii. 9, 10 we read that the Mystery “from the

Leginning of the ages hath been hid in God, who ' the disobedience of the same * spirits " in the days of Noah,

created all things* to the intent that now to the principali-
ties and authorities in the heavenlies might be known by
means of the Church the manifold wisdom of God, accord-
ing to the purpose of the ages which He made in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

There have been many “ages,” and all have been pur-
posed with reference to Christ and His Church.

‘Through all the past ages ‘“the Mpystery” was kept
hidden in God. Not to any heavenly power or
angelic being was it made known ; and certainly not to
any mortals on earth, in any revelation either written
or oral. 1If, in the face of this, any contend that it is
referred to in the Old Testament, or anywhere prior to
Rom. xvi. in the New Testament, then language is useless

for the purposcs of re\‘clation. and it is vain for us to ; day speak of nothing being done without free-will !

pursue this or any other subject of holy writ.

But, now, it has been revealed. To Paul; and, through
him to the Church of God on earth; and, *“ by means of the
Church ™ to the heavenly beings and powers.

Eph. iii. 10 teaches us that now, at this present time,
God is doing what He had never done in any previous age :
viz., demonstrating to the heavenly beings something of this
manifoldt wisdom ; and using the Church as His object-
lesson, by means of which one of the parts of this infinite
multifarious wisdom is being made known.

These heavenly beings are all created beings, like our-
selves; but on a different plane, with different powers,
attributes, and gifts : but still, created.

The great central point of this wondrous wisdom con-
cerns our Lord Jesus Christ, “ for by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones or lordships, or
principalities, or authorities; all ihings were created by
Him, and for Him. And He is before all things, and by
Him all things subsist. And He is the head of the Body,
the Church "’ (Col. i. 16-18).

The great lesson seems to be that, apart from Christ the
Creator, no created being of any kind can subsist; that
apart from Him no created being can stand upright or con-
tinue to exist. Hence we read in Heb. i. 3 of His
“ ypholding all things by the word of His power.”  Apart

"% The words “.by Jesus Christ” are onntied by all the Critical
Greek Texts and R.V.

+ Muchk-variegated is the meaning of the Greck word,

from Him they did not exist, and apart from Him they
cannot subsist. This is the great lesson which God is now
teaching in heaven to the heavenly powers.

1. For the angels themselves cannot stand, apart from
Him. We read of *the angels that sinned.” Before the
crcation of man Satan and his angels fell, and afterward
(in Gen. vi.) there were others who were “ disobedient.”
Read 2 Pet. ii. 4, Jude 6, and 1 Pet. iii. 19, which refer to

~and are now in *“chains of darkness” and “reserved in

© everlasting chains.”

If these are not the * in-prison spirits,”

. then, what are they ?  Angels then, could not stand alone,

+ placed in a wondrous position.

apart from Christ, but only as they were wpkeld.

2. Man, too, has proved a sad object-lesson. He was
No human beings were
ever placed in such favourable conditions or had such
advantages. Man had the garden of the Lord for his
home ; the image of God for his likeness ; the Lord God
Himself as his friend and teacher ; the tree of life, the
symbol and pledge of immorality ; his trial, the slightest
(though the most subtil). Yet, how did that age termin-
ate? Man had free-will, but how did he use it? For
God? No, never; either then or since. And yet men to-
Do we
believe in it? Indeed wedo! But we observe this solemn
fact, that it was never used for God, but always against Him.
Adam so used it, and yet without one of Adam’s privileges
or advantages, and with a fallen peiverted nature—not
created by God in His image as Adam was, but begotten
(Gen. v. 3) by and in the likeness of fallen Adam himself—
poor man, to-day, thinks he can do better ! ’

The teaching of the Church of England on this point is
clear, though it is not believed by the vast majority of
those who call themselves its “ members ” and * ministers.”
Nor is it believed by the sects, only by a few in all the
sects who are looked down upon as dirt, and the * sect that
is everywhere spoken against "’ (Acts xxviii, 22).

The tenth article plainly states that : ¢ The condition of
man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn
and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good
works, to faith, and calling upon. God: Wherefore we
have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable
to God, without the grace of God preventing (f.e. going
before) us, that we may have a good-will, and working with
us when we have that good-will.”

This is our firm belief. We believe in * I'ree-will,” but
when it is a question of “ coming” for life and salvation
(which is the burden of most pulpits and hymn-books) the
verdict of Christ is “ YE WILL NOT COME u~Tto ME.”

Man has proved that, “apart irom Christ,” he can do
nothing, and so far from walking or coming, he cannot
even *stand upright.”
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Cast out of Eden, man’s descendants, born in Adam'’s like-
ness, ended in universal apostacy ; and wereall destroyed in
the judgment of the flood,with the exception of eight persons.

3. Then God, out of Noah and his sons, made a new
generation and gave man another trial. He put the sword
in Noah's hands ; divided the nations, setting their bounds.
But they soon rebelled against their Creator, and were
scattered in Divine judgment. So much for man’s free-will
collectively, as well as individually. See Gen. ix., x., and xi.

4. Butatthe end of Gen. xi. we see another shade of this
many-coloured wisdom. God will now make a new nation
altogether. And he chooses out one man (Abraham). He
makes him his “friend’’; makes an unconditional covenant
with him. The Holy Spirit tells of the privileges of that
great nation in Deut. iv., v,, etc.,, and Rom. iii. 1, 2 ix. 4, 5.

Israel possessed a Divine Revelation, a Divine ritual and
Divine ordinances. All was Divine. No nation under the
sun ever possessed such privileges. But placed in Canaan
—another Eden, Israel rebelled against God, and forsook
Him for all the abominations of the heathen. God gave them
rulers and judges and kings and priests and prophets, and
last of all He gave them His beloved Son to bless them.
Did Israel have free-will? Yes, and the people used it
too ; and it found expression in these words : ‘“ We WILL
NOT have this man to reign over us!” ¢ His blood be
upon us and on our children.” Their will was done.
They had their wilful way, and to-day we see them without
a king, and without a prince, without a sacrifice, and without
a land and without a home.

5. And now God will do a new thing. Now He will
reveal a secret which He had kept hidden in Himself
through all the ages. He has taken another Man, *“the
second man,” “the last Adam.” The Creator Himself
becomes man, and is made the Head of a new creation.
Sinners out of every nation are taken up and taken out by
the Holy Spirit, and are gifted, in pure grace, with a new
nature altogether ; they are made new creations and are
baptized with this One Spirit into One Body, which is
Christ—the Mystery.

No more trial, no more “ probation” (as it is popularly
called). No more free-will. This has been proved—
already, and quite sufficiently. No longer are they offered
something which they may or may not fake, but they are
grven something which they do recesze. No longer, are they
told to ‘“ come,” but they are compelled to come in, and
they come, willing slaves to the Saviour's fect. Made
willing in the day of His grace and power. ZVese will
stand, because, and only because, they are ““in Christ.”
The Church of which they are a part—yes, #:a7 will stand,
because it is the Body of Christ. But the otkers? What
of them? Why, they have betrayed the Church just as
before Israel betrayed the Christ, and they will not stand
in the judgment.

But these—who died with Christ and are risen again
with Christ—thcse will soon be caught up to meet Him in
the air, so to be for cver with the Lord. Nothing can
separate the members from that Body—or from His
presence and His love.

This is part of “the manifold wisdom of God,” which
angelic beings are now learning : God being the teacher and

THINGS TO0 COME.
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And the next lesson will

the Church the object lesson.
be concerning

6. Israel. Israel shall then follow and learn that in
virtue of the original unconditional covenant made with
Abraham, they shall be restored, and when tke 0/d feart
shall be taken away and a new heart given, then Israel too
shallstand. Then their free-will will be for God : Because:
God will have already “ worked in them both to will and
to do,” as He has already done with us. Then they will
work out that good-will and give glory to God in the highest,
and be a blessing to man upon earth. All nations shall be
blessed in them.

7. And the nations. What of them ? For a thousand
years they will have had privileges and blessings never
before known on earth. The presence of Christ in perfect
righteous rule: and Satan bound. But what effect will that
have had on the old fallen nature of man? Will a thousand
years of glorious blessing and peace have changed that old.
nature or influenced that free-will? No! on the first provoca-
tion when Satan shall be loosed they will rise up and use it in
rebellion against God— the author and giver of all their good.
They will gather themselves against God in final rebellion
against Him, and will be for ever destroyed (Rev. xx.).

That is the end of man’s free-will. God is indeed
demonstrating His manifold wisdom by means of His
Church. And the lesson is this—that without His life
none can live, and without His power none can stand.

And to think that this is now our portion and standing
in Christ! How wonderful that poor sinners like ourselves
can be an object-lesson for angels! Yet so it is, for we are
in Christ. For ever secure in Him. Not trusting in our
own righteousness or wisdom or strength, but knowing by
a blessed experience that we are blessed{*with all spiritual
blessings in the heavenlies, in Christ.”
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE
CORINTHIANS.
Its Structure and Scope.
’I‘HE Second Epistle to the Corinthians has precisely
the same scope as the First Epistle.

An examination of its structure shows us that the great
bulk of it (more than one-hall) is taken up (as the First
Epistle is) with Ministerial explanations and Epistolary
matter ; and this by way of reproof for failure as to the
teaching given in the Epistle to the Romans, and departure
from its doctrine and precepts.

2 CORINTHIANS, AS A WHOLE.
Salutation.
Thanksgiving.

b | 12. His Ministry.

C |i. 13-i. 13. Epistolary.

a | ii. 14-17.  Thanksgiving.
& | iii. 1-vii. 3. His Ministry.

C | vii. 5-xiii. 10. Epistolary.

Salutations.
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It will be seen from this that considerably more than half
the Epistle is occupied with Lpistolary reproof; and a
comparison of this with the Epistle to the Romans will
bring out the same features as those seen in the I'irst Epistle.

It is evident from the above structure that the two import-
ant members are C and C, which occupy eight chapters
out of the thirteen into which the Epistle is divided.

We must, therefore, set these two members out in
greater detail ; and it will be seen that, though they are
separated in the general structure, there is a perfect design
and correspondence between them.

THE ExpaNsioN or “C” (i. 13—ii. 13) AND
“ C7 (vil. 5—xiii. 10).

CID | c|i 1314 Present Epistle.
d { g | 15,16, Purpose.
i. 1511 2. Visit. ’ h ‘ i, 17-1i. 2. Vin.
dication.
E | e ] i ]ii311. Former Epistle.
k |12, 13. No rest in
spirit.
f | -13. Macedonia.
Journey.
C £ | . 4 | vii. 5-7.  Norestin
l flesh.
/| 8-16. Former Epistle.
f | viii,, ix. Mace-
donia. Journey.
D d . A | x 1-xii. 13
’ o e ) Vindication.
x.-xiii. 1. Visit. i
g | xito1g-xitb 1. Pur-
\ pose.

¢ -] xiii. 2-10. Present Epistle.

The more the above structure is examined, the more will
its perfection and beauty be seen. Member answers to
member with perfect correspondence.  Nothing is wanting
in any part. There is, first, the main introversion of D, E,
E,D. Then there are the sub-introversions of ¢,d, 4, ¢; i, k,
A,7; and g, h, 4, & Between all these introversions there

comes one alternation, e, f, ¢, /.

If the scope of this epistle is to be understood, its structure
must be studied. Then, we must remember that the
portions marked by the corresponding letters read on from
one to the other, and must be taken together ; all between
them being regarded as in a parenthesis. Mental confusion
must result if this be not observed

Then there is the same rcference to Romans as we saw
inthe first epistle ; and these references have the same
<haracter.

In Romans we have the frequent mention of *“the
righteousness of God, ’as a matter of doctrineand instruction.
We have the same in 2 Cor.: but introduced not as a
tevelation, but in the course of argument, and given as a
reason : e.g., 3 Cor. v. 21, ‘“‘that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.”

In Rom. v. 13, we learn directly that *sin is not imputed
where there isno law "' (So-iv. 15). In2 Cor.v. 19 it comes

in as part of another argument, ‘that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them.”

In Rom. v. 15, the vicarious death of others in Adam is
stated, and all are said to ‘‘have died” through the one
offence of that one man (Adam). In 2 Cor. v. 14, the same
fact that *““all died "’ comes out indirectly, and as part of
an argument, to show the love of Christ as a power
constraining the apostle in his devotion to their cause
(verse 13). “ For, whether we were beside ourselves, #¢ 7as
for God (i.e. for His glory): or are sober-minded, # is for
you (i.e., for your good). For the love of Christ (fo us)
constraineth us; having judged this—because One died for
all, then all died* (in Him) ; and He died for all, that they
that live should no longer live to themselves, but to
Him that died for them and was raised again.” The

argument being, to show, that he, in view of this love of

Christ as manifested to him, was constrained to labour for
them to such a degree as for them to think him beside
himself. Thus the great truth of our death in Adam, and
our death in Christ comes out indirectly, whereas in Rom.
v. 15 it is stated dogmatically : as is also the truth that we,
having died with Christ, should henceforth “ walk in newness
of life ” (Rom. vi. 4, and xiv 7, 8).

In Rom. viii. 3, we are taught as a matter of doctrine
that God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh;
and, by His sacrifice for sin, He condemned sin (i.¢., the old
nature) in the flesh. But in 2 Cor. v. 21 itisgivenas a
reason why in acting as ambassadors for God, God exhorted

. by them, and they besought on behalf of Christ—* Be
reconciled to God, for He hath made him that knew no

+in, to be sin (7.e., a sin-offering) for us.".

In Rom. viii. 18, we are taught that *the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed inus.” But,in 2 Cor. iv. 17,
precisely the same truth is introduced as a reason why he
fainted not (ver. 16) at all the persecutions and tribulations
he underwent for their sakes, as detailed in verses 8-16.
“For which cause we faint not;..for the momentary
lightness of our tribulation worketh out for us in ever
surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; we,
considering not the things that are seen, but the things
that are not seen: for the things that are seen are for a
time (or temporary), but the things that are not seen are
cternal.”

Closely connected with this is Rom. viii. 23. We are
taught as a matter of fact that, like the whole creation, we,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, ‘groan within
oursclves waiting for our sonship (manifestation) that is to
say, the redemption of our body (f# a glurious resurrection
and transformation)”” But, in 2 Cor. v. 2, this same
groaning for the same object is introduced, indirectly, as a
further reason why the apostle fainted not at the perse-
cutions and afflictions which he endured for their sakes;

"and why we consider the things which are unseen, and

desire that resurrection body—* the building we shall have

*Aorist tense, aseferring 10 a past definite act.
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from God—a house not made with hands, eternal, in the
heavens. For indeed, in this we ardently groan, longing to
be clothed upon (or, to get put on us) our house which is
from heaven.”: Resurrection is the one great theme of
this passage. It commences with resurrection in Chap. iv.
14, ‘““knowing that He that raised up the Lord Jesus
will raise up us also witht Jesus, and will present us with
you” Then it goes on to give three reasons for this
assurance ;: “for” (iv. 15), “for” (iv. 17), “for ™ (v. 1).
This is why we groan, earnestly desiring our resurrection
body, knowing that, while we dwell here in this body, we
must continue to be absent from the Lord. And therefore
we are always of good courage, and knowing} that, while we
dwell here in this body, we are away from our home with
the Lord (v. 6, 8).

We have no right whatever to introduce the thought of
deatk into this passage. There is no reference whatever to
it, except in verse 3, as the one condition in which he
would “ not be found.”

Resurrection is the one great thought and subject of the
whole passage. And death would never have been intro-
duced by interpreters if the blessed hope of resurrection
had not been well-nigh lost by the churches.

In Rom. xi. 25 we have the dogmatic explanation of :

Israel’s present *“unbelief” and “blindness”: and

the

definite promise that it was to be only temporary and .

partial; because ‘“there will come out of Zion the Deliverer, |

and will turn away ungodliness from Jacob” (ver. z6).

Butin 2 Cor. 1. all thisis referred to as part of another .

argument, and as flowing from the 7¢proof with which the
chapter commences. “ Do we begin again to commend
ourselves ? or need we, as some others, epistles of com-
mendation to you, or letters of commendation from you.
... Yeare our epistle, etc.  Christ’s Epistle ministered by us,
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God,
not in tablets of stone, but in fleshy table of the heart.”
Then he goes on to explain this ministration of the
Spirit (ver. 8), and contrasts it with the writing on the
table of stone given by Moses. This latter was glorious,
but it was done away. This ministration of the Spirit
(Christ’'s epistles in your hearts) is glorious, and it
shall never be done away as that was. ‘ For, (ver. 11) if
that which is done away [was done azvay] by glory (8w
80fys, dia doxees), much more that which remaineth
[remainetk]) in glory (év 8¢y, en doxee). Secing, then, that
we have such a hope (7.e., of our work’s remaining in glory),
we use great plainness of speech, and are not as Moses
who put a vail over his face to check the children of Israel

gaziny too intently at the end (or eclipse) of that which was |

being done away.” e, We are not as Moses.

He gave

. (’£ oﬁpavoﬁ (e.x ouranou) out of keatven, or heavenly. The word
rendered ** house,” is oix yripeov (oikeeteerion) : it is used only here
and in Jude 6 of that /oy which angels have and which sonie who
fell, left (and were thus able to commit the sin referred to in Gen. vi. ;
1 Pet, iii. 19, 20; 2 Pel. ii. 4, §; Jude 6). Hence we ardently long
‘“to be clothed upon with our spiritual heavenly body,” which we
shall have at our resurrection,

+ Tregelles and the bust teats and R. V. read wich Jesus, not ** by ™
Him.

Y Ouppovvres . . . xui €dSTes (tharrountes . .
these words refer to their state and condition,

. Aad eddotes),

— e, ———————_——————————————

the law, and though it ministered death, it was glorious ;
so glorious that even his face shone with such glory that
the people could not look on it, and he had to put a vail
over it ; which (glory) is done away, as is the Law which
he ministered. The People could not look on Moses' face,
neither could they see that the Law was to be done away.
Nor can they see now : but the illustration is now reversed.
It is they who now have a vail on their heart, their minds
are blinded, and they cannot understand the “reading of the
old covenant, which old covenant is done away with in
Christ.” They could not look on the glory of Moses’ face
(which was afterward done away) because of his vail ; and
they cannot see now the glory of the Gospel (though it re-
mains in glory) because of a similar vail; but that vailis not
on Christ or the Gospel, but on their own hearts.  And then
comes in, incidentally, the blessed fact which is a matter of
doctrine and revelation in Rom. xi. 23, 26, that that vail
is to be taken away from their heart : for, when their heart
shall have turned to the Lord, that vail will be taken away "
(2 Cor. iii. 16), f.e., their heart shall have turned because
that vail will be already previously taken away.

In Rom. xiv. 10 the Beema® or “judgment seat” of
Christ is spoken of directly in connection with a definite
precept in the practical portion of the epistle. ‘¢ We must
all stand before the Beema of Christ.” This is the reason
why we are to deal considerately with those who are weak
in the faith, and who have a tender conscience. In 2 Cor.
v. 10 a similar statement is made.

Except that in Romans it is rupacTyropefe (parasteeso-
metha), ““ we shall stand before,” and in Corinthians it is
Puvepwlijrae ( phanerotheenai), “we shall be manifested.”
But in 2 Cor. v. 10 it is introduced, not in connection with
a direct precept, but indirectly, as a consideration why the
apostle laboured with and suffered among the Corinthian
saints, endeavouring that, whether present or absent, he
might be acceptable to God (ver. 9): and he goes on to add
another reason: *“ For we commend not ourselves again
unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that
ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in
appearance and not in heart. For whether we be beside
ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for
your cause.”

In Rom. xv. 20 he states a definite fact, and says : *‘ Yea,
so have I strived to preach the Gospel, not where Christ is
named lest I should build upon another maw’s foundation.”
Butin 2 Cor. x. 13-16 this is introduced in self-defence
as will be seen by reading from verse 8.

In Rom. xv. 30, so simple a thought as to their striving
together in prayer for him, isa direct request. Whereas, in
2 Cor. 1. 11, it is introduced indirectly: God had
delivered him, and would yet deliver him, they also “ help-
ing together by prayer.”

¢ The word BSecmna means literally a s/¢p or pace (Actsvii. 5) ; hence,
of any raised platform about a step high (s.¢., about 23 feet). Among
the Greeks it was used of uny raised place, rostrum, or tribune for
speahers in public assembly (Acts aii. 21). Law Cownts bad thiee:
one for the judge, and one cuch for the plantifl and defendant, Thus
it was used also of the raised dais from which prizes were given away
to those to whom they had been awarded ; and not the bench fromn which
a judge gave sentence upon prisoners who might be brought before it.
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From all these examples (and there may be several
others), it is clear that there is a close connection between
these two Epistles to the Corinthians and the Epistle to
the Romans.

We do not mean that the Corinthians had read the
epistle to the Romans*® and then departed from its teaching.
But that, asa church, they bad received the same or similar
instruction as the Romans through his ministry, and had
failed to give a practical manifestation of it, individually,
socially, and ecclesiastically.

Unless we learn the teaching contained and given in the
Epistle to the Romans we too shall fail in like manner.
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective
speakers. Muny things with which we muy pot wholly agiee areinserted us being
either suggestive or worthy of considerution.
THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY,
2nd THESSALONIANS Il
By THE REv. T. GraHaMm (Vicar of Southborough).
(Read at the April meeting of the Prophecy Investigation
Society, 1899).
(Continued from page S).

T is more than probable that St. Paul had referred his
hearers to the prophecies of Daniel. It will be
helpful to us to recall them. In the vision of the

great Image (Dan. ii.), and in that of the four beasts
(Dan. vii.), five empires are predicted successively to
dominate the world. The book of Daniel itself suffices for
the identification ot the former three—they are Babylon,
Medo-Persia, and Greece. The fourth is the Roman
Empire; and the fifth is the universal and everlasting
kingdom of the Son of Man. In the vision of the image
there is no revelation of an individual head of the fourth
empire ; but in the vision of the beasts, when Daniel would
know in particular the truth of the fourth beast, of its ten
horns, and of *“‘the little horn” which came up among
them, the reply is in language which implies a supreme
monarch. In Dan. viii. is predicted, in the vision of the
ram and the he-goat, the destruction of the Medo-Persian
Kingdom by ‘“the King of Grecia,” and the division of
his kingdom into four parts at Alexander’s death. 'T'hese
four divisions are regarded as still existing when absorbed
with the Roman Empire. “ The latter time of their
kingdom '’ seems to mean the latter time of the kingdom
of which they shall form part. In this latter time, in the
last days of the Roman Empire, ““a king of fierce coun-
tenance shall arise,” and the prophecy goes on to describe
an individual king. In brief, the visions of Daniel pre-
dict an empire, in some sense the Roman Empire, as a
confederacy of ten kingdoms, each with its own king, ruled
by one supreme monarch, continuing until the advent of
the Lord Christin His glorious majesty to establish His own
kingdom in all the world.

Now this supposes the existence of the Roman Empire,
not in ruins, but as a mighty world-wide empire at the
time of the Lord’s second advent. But where and what is
the Roman Empire to-day? It may indeed be said that
the empire exists in the nations which occupy the old
Roman territory ; butsurely they as they are, do not satisly

¢ For Romans was not written till aflerwards.
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the requirements. These require ten definite kingdoms,
and a unity of these ten under one king. It is not
possible satisfactorily to indicate these ten, and we look in
vain for the required unity in any of the concordats or
alliances amongst modern nationalities. May not the
solution of the difficulty be in such a future state of things,
such a relationship between the nations, that the whole will
be tantamount to a real revival of the Roman Empire ?

Let us turn to another prophecy, that of the beast in
Rev. xiii.,, xvii. The beast with his seven heads is the
world-power embodied in the great empires of the world’s
history. Of these, in the Seer’s day, five had arisen and
passed away—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and
Greece. The then existing kingdom was Rome, the re-
maining seventh was yet future. Eighteen centuries have
passed, and the Roman Empire of St. John's day has gone.
Has the seventh ye: arisen? The answer must be in the
negative. Since the fall and subdivision of Rome, no
kingdom has combined the nations in one. Yet the
seventh must arise, for prophecy s history written before-
hand. Where and what will it be? May not the answer
be in the marvellous appearance of one of the heads—** as
it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was
healed.” It may be assumed that it was the seventh head
that had this appearance ; and the intention seems to be
that the seventh head will be the sixth revived. The last
world-empire is to be a revival of the Roman: and if, as
we may assume, the seventh head was that which bhad the
ten crowns, the revived empire will be a confederacy of
ten kingdoms. And yet it will be under one supreme
monarch : the ten kings “have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength unto the beast.”” This is more
than agreement to unite for the support of the one kingdom
which they compose. The language throughout implies an
individual head over all ; and if he is called *“the beast,” it
is because he, in his own person, is the epitome of the
world-power. In him personally shall “all that is in the
world " be found in minature. All that-3s enmity to God,
all that is loved and worshipped by fallen man, all earthly
perfection. To this personal form ot the beast, the inter-
preting angel seems to refer in the difficult words (Rev.
xvii. 2), “the beast that was, and 1s not, even he 7s the
eight, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.” This
cannot mean another head of the beast, another world-
kingdom. The heads are seven, and no more. But the
seventh, the ten-crowned kingdom, has its supreme king,
and this eighth is he—a man possessing in his own person
all the characteristics of the beast-power as variously
manifested under all the seven heads ; heis “ of the seven,”
in that in him personally so far as is possible are combined
the main features of godless worldly glory. And thus
endowed, he, in his unapproachable supremacy, will be
universally acknowledged, and universally worshipped.
Moreover, as Daniel's * king of fierce countenance ' shall
be mighty, * but not by his own power,” as St. Paul’s man
of sin in his coming is *‘ after the working of Satan with all
power,” so to the beast of St. John, “the dragon—that old
serpent the devil, gave him his power, and his throne, and
great authority.” No marvel is it that the world submits to
his claim. Mere in one man are seen united, and in
perfection, all that has ever characterised the world’s own
great men, in any and every field of success, in arms, in
statesmanship, in learning, in science, in art, in eloquence,
in legislation, and all these powers recommended, directed,
energised Ly the working of Satan himself.  Let such an
one arise and all the world will wonder after him and cry,
“Who is like unto the beast?" * Because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved, God
shall send them strong delusions that they should believe a
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lie.”  The very things on which men rely as their defence
against imposture, and of which they boast as their glory—
their learning, wisdom, culture, and the like—shall only
serve to strengthen the fascination with which the man of
sin shall hold them to a united, hateful, determined
endeavour for the annihilation of all religion but the
worship of this man ; until suddenly destruction falls upon
him and his gathered hosts, as the Lord descends upon
them in the flaming fire of His vengeance and to establish
His own kingdom. The great image is suddenly smitten
to destruction by the stone which swells to a great moun-
tain, filling the whole earth. The fourth beast with its ten
horns, and its little horn, ¢ speaking great words against the
most High,” is given to the burning flame before the face of
one like the Son of Man, who forthwith receives the ever-
lasting kingdom of the whole world. The king of fierce
countenance stands up against the Prince of princes, and is
‘“ broken without hand.” | The beast of St. John’s vision
opens his mouth in blasphemy against God, and makes
war upon the Lamb umtil the King of kings comes, when
the beast is cast into a lake of fire, and his host is slain,
and Satan is bound, and the Lord's Millennial reign is
brought in (Rev. xix., xx.) So that the man of lawlessness,
of St. Paul’s prophecy, who claims to be God, and will allow
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none other worship but the worship of himself, is destroyed -

with the brightness of the Lord’s coming.
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"THE PILLARS" AT JERUSALEM.

F we take this view of the subject, we find that St. Paul

did with ““ the elders at Ephesus,” precisely the same

as be did with “ the Pillars " at Jerusalem, both cities

being the religious centres of the Gentile and Jewish world
at the time. He went up “by revelation to Jerusalem,
and communicated unto them that Gospel which I preach
among the Gentiles, but privately to them of renutation,
lest by any means 1 should run or had run in vain.” He
confines himself to “the Pillars” of the Church, as he
styles them (Gal. it.). \What then, is meant by this course
of action? It is this: that while St. Paul was publicly
preaching the claims of Messiah to the Tribes of Israel in
their several cities, he took * the Elders ” and ¢ Pillars” of
Ephesus, in other words, the matured Christians—the ¢lder
teachers of the communities—and unfolded to them the
nature of the purposes of God in Christ which were
“hidden in God from before the foundation of the world ™
(Eph. i.1i. iii.) ; purposes and revelations that were about
to come to the front, when the question of * the kingdom ”
was closed with Isracl. These unfoldings related to “the
whole counsel of God,” put before the elders of Ephesus,
and what he styles as “my gospel,” *laid before the Pillars
at Jerusalem.” And these were finally to carry the
Christians into new rclations, and out of all earthly ritual
belonging to “ a worldly sanctuary.” ‘These things would
have been too *strong meat” for the multitude at the
time, and overthrow such faith as they had, and the apostle
felt consequently that to attempt it would be ** running in
vain.” Nor do we ourselves purpose to deal with those
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Sub_]t:CIS in these articles, as the main theme before us is
that of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. DBut
when this question comes to an end, afterwards the apostle
does say ‘“‘a dispensation (or economy) of the Gospel is
committed unto me” (1 Cor. ix. 17). This does not
mean a mere stewardship entrusted to Paul, but a new
divine arrangement was now revealed by God, and
entrusted to him, as he says in another place, “for to
make all men see what is the dispensation (economy,
olxovopia, othonomia, (i.e.) administration) of the mystery
which f{rom all ages had been hidden away—away—in
God” (Eph. iii. ¢). Such was the nature of what
St. Paul calls “ my gospel,” and also again “the whole
counsel of God”—an economy or dispensation of God
that could not be worked into the narrative of the
Acts, as the time for it had not come yet.

And on this prefatory nature of the Acts of the apostles,
Dr. Salmon has the following judicious remarks; * But
unless we suppose that St. Luke projected a third work,
which he did not live to exccute, I find it hard to explain
his silence as to the deeply interesting period of Church
history which followed Paul’s arrival at Rome in any other
way than by assigning a very early date to the book (p. 391).

And again: “We conclude, then, that this book must
have been writtep before the period when Paul’s letters had
passed from being the special property of the several
churches to which they were addressed, and had become
the general property of Christians.

Sccondly, the Acts not only do not mention Paul’s

' Epistles. but show very scanty signs of acquaintance with

them” (Introd. N. T, by G. Salmon, D.D., Regius Pro-
fessor of Divinity, p. 402). This is most true, and an
additional evidence, that whilst the question of “the King-
dom ™ is not finally closed with Israel, the Acts confines
itsell mainly to that question, nor were the Christians as
yet prepared to go further.

TRUTH AND FICTION.

ANY people live in a world of dreams and fancies.

For them facts have few attractions. They ignore

history, they disbelieve truth, disregard fact, and build their

castles in the air.  About three-fourths of the books taken

{rom the public libraries are said to be fiction: probably

the proportion of fiction in Sunday-school libraries is as
large or larger.

A religious publication specially devoted to the study of
the Scriptures, and having an enormous circulation, in
asking for advertising patronage, makes the following
statement : *“ In a late issue eighty-six books were reviewed
with more or less detail, and these were the subjects in
numerical order : fiction, 28 ; education, 13 ; missions, IT;
general literature, 8; history, 7; religion, 6; travel, s5;
biography, 4 ; war, 4.”

This is a record of a publication which is designed to go
into the hands of Sunday-school scholars, teachers, and
superintendents, which is specially devoted to the exposition
of Scripture, and which has often announced that no books
were desired for notice except such as they ordered and
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purchased. And if in suck a publication, among the books
noted there are 28 books of fiction to 6 books of religion,
and 11 of missions,—more than one-third of the whole
number of books noticed being fiction,—what may we look
for in secular publications? And if one-third of the
reading of Sunday-school people is fiction, what can be
-expected of the outside world at large?

This everlasting tide of fictitious slush, leaves men
ignorant of the grand occurrences of past ages; ignorant
-of the march of events; ignorant of the course of cmpire ;
ignorant of the hand of God in history ; ignorant of the
fulfilment of Scripture prophecy; and so unprepéred to
give a reason for their faith and hope, and liable to make
shipwreck of faith and plunge downward into the abysses
-of skepticism and despair.

Men are deluded with false theories, they have fictitious
reformations, fictitious social conditions, fictitious pro-
phecies of a good time coming ; fictitious revivals, fictitious
conversions, fictitious death-bed scenes, fictitious theories
of heaven and glory, until they finally come to believe that
the Bible is a mass of fiction ; and when some ‘“scientist,”
falsely so called, tells them that everything is fiction, and
there is no pain, no sickness, no sin, no devil, and no God,
they are so saturated with the spirit of error that they can
deny everything they know is true, believe everything they
know to be false, and go on to share the fate of those who

make lies and love them and are ruined by them.
H. L. H.
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By Rev. W. H. GrirriTH Tiuonas, M.A,

Jucunbent of Dortman Chapel.

MEDITATION.

What does Godl's 1ord say about tkis most necessary and vital part of
the Christian lifc?
I.—-THE Opject oF MEDITATION.
1. God’s Word.—Josh. i. 8; Ps. i 2
23, 48, 718, 97, 9y, 148.
2. God’s Work.—Ps. Ixxvii. 12 ; Ps. cxliii. 5.
3. God Himself.—DPs. Ixiii. 6; civ. 33. *“Of HIM.”
N.B.—No call to meditation on se¢/f or sin, but on God.
“In His light we see light” on ourselves. The soul
must be occupied with Him.
II.— THE NATURE oF MEDITATION.
1. Personal.—Ps. civ. 34. * My.” Not someone else’s.
2. Real.—Ps. xlix. 3. Thinking of God definitcly.
3. Verbal.—Ps. v. 1. Talking to God simply.
111.—THE TiMmEs oF MEDITATION.
1. Day.—Ps. cxix. 97. Daily. God, the first thought.
2. Eventide.—Gen. xxiv. 63. After work is over.
3. Night.—Ps. Ixiii 6. God, the last thought.

Ps. cxix.
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IV.—THe ELEMENTS OF MEDITATION.
1. Remembrance of the past.—DPs. cxix. 23.
2. Realisationof the present.—Ps. cxix 97, and cxlii. 5.
3. Resolve for the future.—Ps. cxix. 15.
V.—THE BLESSINGS OF MEDITATION.
1. Spiritual Strength.—Ps. i. 2f. Power to resist.
2. Spiritual Success.—Josh.i. 8 and 9. Power to bless.
3. Spiritual Satisfaction.—DPs. civ. 34. Power to enjoy.
Application.—1 Tim. iv. 15.
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QuestioN No. 202.

Se\'era.l inquirers have asked us, from time to time, as to Where and
with whom they ought to worship.

We have hitherto refrained from answering such questions,
because we are not directors of the conscience, but
ministers of the Word. However, we have lately read oo
Letters, written by Mr. A. N. Groves in 1834 and 1836,
which have been so helpful to ourselves, that we feel we
ought to pass them on to others. They are too long for
reproduction here, so that we shall have to be content with
a few extracts, and must condense the rest in our own
words, omitting what is purely ephemeral and personal.
We ought, however, to state, to make the words more
intelligible, that Mr. Groves was associated with Mr. J. G.
Bellett and T. N. Darby in 1827, in Dublin and Plymouth;
and that one of the letters is addressed to the latter;
whilc Mr. Bellett and others always spoke of Mr. Groves

“the father of these principles,” whlch united them in
fd]o“shlp

The subject is entitled: Catholic Christianity and
Party Communion, and they deal with “ the principles of
union and communion in the Churck of God.”

“ Let us then for a moment dwell on the principles that
ought to regulate our intercourse as Christians, of whatever
sect or name, and examine to what extent we are free, and
to what extent Jound ; or rather what are the limits within
which our communion with an individual as a Christian, or
a body of individuals in public worship is to be confined.”
The principles of communion of the church on earth must
be those which shall prevail in Heaven; and the more
nearly they assimilate now, the more perfect they will be.

What are those principles? LZowving all whom Christ
loves, because they bear His impress. 1f it be asked how
are these to be distinguished ? we may look for the Holy
Ghost to help us.  If it be asked what is to be done with
their errors 7 These are no bar to communion, unless
they bar Christ from the erring brother’s heart.  While we
hope Christ lingers, let us linger ; and rather be behind
than before, to quit; in pitiful remembrance of our
own iniquities and unnumbered crrors.  So long as we
judge Christ to be dwelling with a man, that is our warrant
for receiving him ; and for the charity of that judgment that
declares Him not there, we are responsible.  But we must
stay on the ground given by Deter, seeing God has given
him the like gift He has given unto us. Who are we that
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we should withstand God? And as to his errors, we must
bear them, and, seeing they cannot be removed from us,
(till, with sorrow, they are removed from Aim) we must
bear this burden for the Lord's sake, for our brother’s sake,
and for our own sake; remembering that, perhaps while
we are bearing his burdens, he is bearing ours, and thus we
are mutually fulfilling the law of Christ in bearing them for
each other. We are to love and bear with him, because
Christ does, be other things as they may.

Then, as to communion with congregations, we must
consider ourselves in the double position (1) of individuals
who have duties to ourselves, and (z) of members of the
Body of Christ, an immense brotherhood, embracing the
universal church throughout the world, in all the congrega-
tions of the saints, where Christ still walks amidst the
golden candlesticks, notwithstanding unnumbered weak-
nesses and errors.

Our first duty in sclecting the congregation with whom
we should statedly worship should be to consider where the
form is most Scriptural ; where the ministrations are most
spiritual ; where there is the swectest savour of Christ;
where our own souls are most instructed in the Word ; and
where the Holy Spirit is most manifestly present with those
who minister and those who hear.

As to our liberty in Christ, to worship with any congre-
gation under heaven where God manifests Himself to save
and to bless, Can there be in any Christian mind, a doubt?
If iny Lord should say to me in any of the many congregations
of the church: ¢ What doest thou here ? ” I would reply :
“Seeing Thou wert here to save and sanctify, I felt it
would be safe to be with Thee.” If He again said (as
indeed He may among most of us): * Dids’t thou not see
abominations here, an admixture of that which was un-
Scriptural, and the absence of that which was Scriptural,
and in some points error, at least in your judgment?” My
answer would be: “Yea, Lord; but I dared not call that
place unholy, where Thou wert present to bless; nor by
refusing communion in worship, reject those as unholy
whom Thou hadst by Thy saving power evidently sanctified
and set apart for Thine own.”

Our reason for rejecting corporate bodies is that God
doth not manifest Himself among them, though He may
pluck some individuals as brands from the burning. To
these we cry, standing on the outside : ““Come out of her,
my people ; come out of her.”

Among the others, we stand with Christ in tkhe midst.

We would linger, with the Lord, in testimony rather than
cry like Edom in the day of Judah’s sorrow—* Down with
her, down with her, even to the ground.”

To the question, Are we not countenancing error by this
plan? Our answer is, that, if we must appear to coun-
tenance error, or to discountenance brotherly love, we pre-
fer the former, hoping that our lives and our tongues may
be allowed by the Lord, so intelligibly to speak, that at last
our righteousness shall be allowed to appear.  But, if not,
we may feel we have chosen the better part, since we
tarried only for our Lord’s departure.

But so long as Christ dwells in an individual, or the
Holy Spirit works in the midst of a congregation, blessing

the ministrations to the conversion and edification of souls,
we dare not denounce, or formally withdraw from either,
for fear of the awful sin of schism, of sin against Christ
and His Mystical Body.

If we depart from these fundamental principles, we
shall, instead of standing forth as witnesses for the frutk, be
standing forth as witnesses against error, and have lowered
ourselves from heaven to earth in our position as witnesses.

Let our aim be to manifest forth that /ife we have
received from Christ by seeking to find that life in others ;
so that, as Christ had received them, should we also to the
glory of God the Father. Let us share with them in pars,
though we cannot in a//, their services. In fact, as we
have received them for their /ife, we cannot reject them for
their systems.

The moment the witnessing for the common life as our
bond gives place to a witnessing against errors, by separa-
tion of persons, that moment the narrowest and most
bigoted mind amongst us will rule, and the enlarged heart
will yield before the narrowest conscience ; while Zg/s, and
not /ife, will be the measure of communion.

It is surely better to bear with their evils, than to
separate from their good.

It is useless to force others to ac/ in uniformity further
than they fee/ uniformity. Otherwise we merely afford a
ready outlet to the propensities of the flesh under the
appearance of spiritual authority and zeal for the truth.

And the end of it all will be that, though only brethren
in a I"ather's house, many will exercise more than a Father’s
power, without a Father’s heart of mercy.

Some of Mr. Groves's words are almost prophetic. He
says that where all this is the case; where others have
grown up in this system, without being Jd into it through
suffering and sorrow, there will be felt, overwhelmingly, the
authority of men; who will be known more by what they
witness against than what they witness for,; and that,
practically, this will, in the end, prove that they witness
against all except themselves, having a Shibboleth, which,
though it may be Jdifferent from all others, will be just as
real,
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“ EVER FORWARD.”

The Jewish World thus writes, under this heading, its

]vicws as to the Zionist Conference held in London in June
ast :

** Dr. Herzl has again come to London, he has been seen, and he
has conquered.  On Monday evening s gathering, held withina stone's
throw of Trafalgar Square, acclaimed Dr. 1lerzlas the leader of 1srael
in the same enthusiastic manner as the vast audience that joyfully
gathered round him in the Great Assembly Hall in October” last.
These great scenes of enthusiasm are a new element in modern Jewish
life, they are phases indicating the new life which Zionism has
Lreathed into the dry Lones of Israel. This enthusiasm has a great
inner meaning ; it is not merely the expression of personal loyalty to
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the Zionist leader, nor mere transports of joy at the progiess of the
Zionist movement ; these great assemblages recognise that they alone
arc in a position to give free expression to the feelings of the Jewish
people cooped up in the Russian Pale, of the tens of thousands perse-
cuted in Roumania, and as guardians of that power they lift their
voices so that the ends of the carth may know who and what has
the confidence of the Jewish people. If this real sense of union were
sealised in every Jewish circle there would be an end to much which,
as Dr. Herzl said, it is to be hoped is not the common property of
those who are not within the fold.

*The specch delivered by Dr. Ierzl, whilst it descrves the most
careful reading, needs little annolation or comment. It is a clear and
definite statement of ways and means.

““In fact, he openly stated that the movement has progressed many
stages since October last, when he hinted at coming successes, which
then meant the approaching reception by the German Emperor of the
Zionistic deputation which waited upon His Imperial Majesty in
Jerusalem. Many crowned heads and great statesmen have set the
scal of their admiration, if not of absolute approval, on the scheme,
and Dr. Herzl has moreover explained—and the explanation will be
read in the Yildiz Aliosé—the methods Ly which he will endeavour to
attain the desired end.  There is thus practically an end to secrecy,
and the presentation of a clear line of action, which lifts the movement
above all the weak querists who could not realise that sublime faith is
so noble a sentiment that it outvies the value of even absolute know-
ledge. And here let us point out that the successes achieved by Dr,
Herzl are not personal attainments ; 1t is because the vast masses of
Israel yearn for Zion, and are willing to sacrifice for the cause of Zion,
that a movement has been created, the leader of which is a spokesman
for Israel. The success of the Zionist movement is perhaps the
greatest of modern proofs of the moving power of sincere en-
thusiasm. . .

‘‘ These achievements point distinctly to further successes. And
there is nothing mean or sordid or small in the views enunciated by
Dr. Herzl. Not'merely home, rest and peace for wandering Israel,
Lut the opportunity for the attainment of that high state of civilization
which the prophets have so poetically described.  The heights of this

ideal should win for the cause every Jew who claims to be a friend of |
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Israel.

It is not necessary for us to comment on these things.
It is enough that we should live to see this movement
among *“the dry bones ' of Ezekiel’s vision. We can only
stand still and say, ‘it is marvellous in our eyes.”

Dr. Herzl concluded his address with these significant
words :

‘It is not a question of the creation of yet another Jewish Bank, for
there are plenty already under various masks. It must be—it shall
be—a Zionistic Bank. What does that mean?  Will the share capital
of the Bank be used to buy the land for which we strive? Two
millions would be too small a sum for that purpose. Had we such
ideas we should deserve to be ridiculed and called fouls.

¢ PALESTINE ON LEASE.

“The Bank has another object than this. It is the means for
securing the Charter which I suggested in my reference to a leasehold
tenure. Our desire is to obtain from the Turkish Government a
Charter for the Colonisation of Falestine under the sovereignty of the
Sultan. Turkey will gain unheard-of profit when she permits the
industrious, peaceful and commercially-equipped Jews to develop the
natural riches of the country. There are to-day but few Turkish
statesmen who cannot see the utility of the Zionist movement from this
point of view, The Jews will bring modern art and industry to
Turkey.

‘A GLIMI'SE OF THE FUTURE.

“ What the realisation of our plan would mean to Europe, reigning
sovereigns and statesmen of the highest position have recognised in
the clearest fashion. It would be the end of the bitter, hateful Jewish

uestion, though none of us suppose that all Jews will go to lalestine.

nly those who so desire (o improve their lot will o, and our reasoning
is the simplest in the world. The deccrease in the Jewish population
in Western Europe will raise the economic value of the Jew, so that,
as a matter of fact, he will be worth more. We shall carry culture to
the East, and Europe in turn will profit from this work of ours. We
will create new trade routes, and none will be more interested in this
than Great Britian with its Asiatic possessions. The shortest route to
India lies through Palestine. We will make use of the products of
cultivated countries until we are alile to cultivate our own. But we
will ourselves speedily produce. In the last fifty ycars more and
greater changes have been brought about in human life than in the
previous thousand years. By the aid of steam and electricity a new
spirit has been raised—one that goes joyously through the world.
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This spirit will sway over the Zionist movement. I will not speak of
the countless industries that have been manifolded by the newer power
of life. What can ], a poor barbarian from the Continent, say about
this to the inhabitants of England ?—(Laughter). You are far ahead
of us in all technical industries, just as the great politicians of your
country were the first to see the necessity for extending your colonial
possessions. This is the reason why the flag of Greater Britian waves
over every sea, and, to my mind, this is why the Zjonist idea, which is
a colonising plan, should be easily and quickly grasped in England.
Everything that human industry can create in other countries we will
establish there, where in the wondrous days of old, milk and honey
fiowed. Why shall this not be possible once again? And especially
now, when we are so much better acquainted with nature’s secrets.
Look back st the conditions of the days gone by, and you will your-
selves supply the answer.  If I had not already spoken at some length,
I would show you the advance made in the primary necessity of life,
bread. I would recount its history, the development of its manu-
facture, and its present position. Note the remarkable changes and
devclopments in industries in which fermentation plays a part—Bread
and beer, wine and vinegar, rum and cognac, tobacco and cheese—
how everything has been changed. It I had not a holy horror of being
called fantastic and an Utopian, I would draw you a picture of our
country with railways, telegraphs, telephones, automobiles, and other
such fabulous things.
‘““ THE NEW-OLD COUNTRY.

‘“ But I do not think that the creation of such things in the new-old
country is the end of Zionism. I do not believe that our people have
borne their yoke so long under such sad circumstances merely to bring
a new method of trade back to their home. The sufferings of our
much-tried people must have another meaning—a yearning afte.
justice, after humanitarianism, must be in us and we must sauisfy itr
One is perhaps not in the most elegant company, when one strives for
a goal in the company of *‘ beggars and starvelings,” but I do not
speak from the pulpit of a synagogue, and so I may be permitted to
say that we Zionists do not shrink from joining *‘beggars and
starvelings” when the end is righteousness.—(Cheers).  Perchance by
this means we will discover the possibilities of social improvement, and
by realising this ideal, thus aid other much-burdened nations. Then
shall we be true Israelites.—(Enthusiastic cheering).

We can see the link which will unite Zionism with
Spiritism, and the new gospel of the modern pulpit. Itis
expressed in one word—

‘“ HUMANITARIANISM !

But that this will not make them all “true Israclites ”
we know full well. -~

Side by side with this, ZT%e Pall Mall Gazette (July 1),
devotes a special article to the question of

THE EUPHRATES VALLEY RAILWAY,

We are assured that this question ‘‘is again being dis-
russed by diplomacy, in spite of statements to the con-
trary.”

The article traces the failure of Count Kapnist’s (Russian)
demand for a concession, and informs us that

“ An English syndicate, with powerful financial bLacking, made
overtures to the Turkish Government for the construction of the
Euphrates Valley Railway. The line, as proposed by them, is to start
at Koniah, which is now the terminus of the Anatolian Railway
system in Asia Minor, and to run through Adana to Aleppo (with a
branch to Alexandrette on the Mediterranean), then to follow the
valley of the Eupbrates as far as Hit, where it is proposed to cross the
river and go on to Baghdad, from whence the line is to run through
Bassorah to a suitable point on the Persian Gull between Fao and
Kouweit. This line would, on the one hand, conncet Constantinople
and Europe with the Persian Gulf, and on the other, by its branch
from Alexandrette to Aleppo, the Mediterranean with the Persian
Gulf,”

It then shows how this witl bring India within 177 hours
of London, and shorten the present journey by six days.

The opposition now to be met is a German project, but
“in spite of their strenuous efforts, however, the Sultan
personally shows a marked preference for the English
group.”

We give a map to illustrate the subject as it now stands :
and taken in connection wtth Dr. Herzl's words quoted
above the whole subject is truly remarkable and significant.
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RELIGIOUS SIGNS. . There is no difficulty in accounting for the truth of Dr.
«WHICH HAVE FORSAKEN THE RIGHT WAV” ' Roger's solemn statements when we think of the condition
(2 Petiiis a3). of the pulpits in Americas well as in Lngland.
The religious papers shall speak for themselves in this THEOLOGICAL ¢ FREAKS.”
issue. \We are often charged with being pessimistic. But We are indebted to the United States for supplying

what they please to call ““pessimism ” is, to the believer | some distortions (or ““prodigies™) in the physiological world.
instructed in the ways of Jchovah, a spiritual insight of | These are popularly called * freaks.” It looks as if we may
things. “* He made known His zears unto Moses and His ' cxpect a supply of theological ‘“freaks™ from the same
acts unto the children of Israel ™ (Psa. ciii. 7). Many are | country. ‘Those we already possess over here form a very
cognizant of the “acss™ of Jehovah, but profoundly igno- i formidable show, and are on exhibition in many pulpits.
rant as to His “zrays.”  When instructed in His ways we ° THE DECLINE OF FAITH.

are safeguarded from abounding and rapidly advancing |  ** Never before has it been so evident as it is now thata sweeping
error. That which the ignorant call pessimism is the | revival of religion is necessary to save many churches of different

, . . ! denominations in New York from falling into a religious indifference
reverse to those who are enlightened, and “.‘" be more | which must be destructive of their spiritual vitality unless it is over-
llke]y to enable lheln to knOW ‘“ HOW blcSSCd 1S e\'t‘l’y one . come by such ex‘raordinnry means.”’

that feareth the Lord ; that walketh in His ways.” We can but indicate a few of these *freaks.” Space
The following extract is from the Glasgorw Herald : will not allow a detailed account.
‘¢ At the end of another year the P'resbyterian Churches of Scotlund *“The tirst sermon of the Rev. Dr. Hillis as pastor of Ilymouth

face the question whether they are making headway against the forces Church in Brooklyn was devoted to extolling Christ without any refer-
that nct in opposition to them, and sadly ceafess that they are not. | €nce 1o the Atonement or any doctrine “’h’C‘h raises Him to a divine
Inditferentism, materialism, :lcoholism remain as potent as before. | ©OF a supernatural elevation. . He spoke of ‘the supremacy of (;h"-“
The Churches are working ; they build Houses of Gd, establish new | among men of genius,’ said * Jesus is l.hc‘:fupre.me .hlefary artist, and
congregations, encourage inissions more or less heartily, endcavour, celebrated ‘h‘-'l wonderful power of His ‘imagination.” Nowhere in
with more or less of compunction, to make their services * interesting his sermon was there any evidence of the positive faith which gave the
and autractive.”  They admit, nay proclaim aloud, that the net result | impulse to Christianity ; only generality, sentimentality, the vague
is almost #n:0.” imaginings of a mind without any 'dehrulc belief were made manifest in
Here is another. Daily Nes . h: the pretty sentences of Dr, Hillis.”—Nezw Yord Susn, March 15th.
: . arly News, June 14th:

Being on the look out for “literary artists "' only, it

13 h) ’ H . . .
“AN AGNOSTIC WORLD. ! became certain that others might be found superior. So
FASHIONABLE TO ACT WITHOUT GOD. i the next step is to preach.
*“In his Merchants’ Lecture yesterday, at the Dutch Church, Dr. - SERMONS FROM NOVELS.

Rogers ook for his subject, ** An Agnostic World,” Lasing his dis-
cuurse on the Aifth verse of the 28th Psalm.  The 'salmist had to do
with an .\gnustic world, and the Christian to-day had (o do with it
In 1he business world to-day there were, he admitted, numbers who

., "*To make Sunday night sermons popular, Dr. IHillis adupted the
|
[}
desited to do what they were doing to the glory of God, but in the 1

plan of sclecting themes and characters from popular novels instead of
the Bible. Three of his recent sermons were foundec on lawthorne’s
The Scarlet Letter, 1lugo’s Les Miserables, and one of George LEliot’s

T novels.”
freat mass of the world's trade how little was there of the recognition of late erify the abov F
God. So in literature there was an immense mass withoul recognition _ Later accounts venly the above statement. rom New
of God.  Society was to its very core Agnostic.  Jtwas not fashion. | York the information is that he

able 1o say that there was no Gorl, but it was fashionable to act as  created a further scnsation yesterduy evening by preaching a sermon
though there was no God.” . on Tennyson's Zidyls of the Ring.
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*“ At the conclusion of the sermon the pastor commenced a prayer
with the first two verses of '“ In Memoriam,™ and closed it with the
last two lines of ¢ Crossing the Bar.”

*“ The congregation seemed delighted with the innovation." —Daily
Mail, May 2nd.

Then we have another instance of
DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH,
that is, on the supposition that the reverend preacher ever
had the possession of it :

‘““The Rev. Dr. Van Dyke, preaching on the Atonement, declared
his belief ‘that the Son of God would have come into the world
whetber man had sinned or not,’ a confession which conflicts radically
with the whole orthodox theory of the sacrifice of Christ. He said
also that *“ there are a thousand true doctrines of the Atonement,”
which is substantially the same thing as saying that no doctrine specifi-
cally is true, for instance, the doctrine of the Westminster Confession,
to which Dr. Van Dyke pledged loyalty when he was ordained a
Presbyterian minister. He rips up the Westminster settlement and re-
opens the whole question for discussion.”—MNew York Sun, March
21st.

The next we present to our readers, is one of those of
whom it may be said they are

“BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND.”

¢ Next, Dr. Rainsford would turn the Church into a great machine
for catering to the popular tastes for amusements and for alcoholic
stimulation. . . Instead of the old way he demanded a new
way. *The Church ordinances and methods,’ he said, * deliberately,’
¢ are not such as will promote the spread ot the Church.” . . Dr
Rainsford said also that he does not believe in the “theory of verbal
inspiration.” . . . He rejected also the * physical resurrection of
the personal body,’ and said: ‘I do not know any man that does
believeinit.” Yet when he consigns the body of the dead to the grave
the Prayer Book requires him to say : * We therefore commit his body
to the ground.” . . . He repeats this, but he does not believe it,
and does ‘ pot know any man that does.” ”

The last one we can make reference to is a sermon by
the

¢ Rev. Dr. Scudder, the gastor of a Congregational Church of Jersey
City. He wants the Church to * take all forms of innocent amusement
and sanctify them ’; not to be ‘so wrapped up in the glories of heaven
as to neglect the important issues of earth.” . . . That is, heis for
the Church’s making this life enjoyable instead of proceeding on the
old-fashioned theory that enjoyment in the life to come is the only
enjoyment really worth consideration.”

After recording these evidences of * forsaking the right
way,” the writer very truly remarks :

*¢ Such is the pass to which ministers are brought when they under-
take to preach religion after having lost religious faith.”

Things are taking the same course in this country, and
no better heading can be found than the one the paper
gives:

¢ ¢THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.'

¢ ¢Yes,’ replied the Dean of Ely, as I put my question to him, ‘I
am taking part in the Shakespeare Festival this week at Stratford
. going to the play (II. Part * Henry VI.") on Saturday, and to
the complete text of ‘ Ilamlet’ on Monday afternoon and evening
. . . and preaching the commemoration service in Stratford Parish
Church on Sunday morning.’”

During the conversation the Dean referred to * Shake-
speare the Prophet,” which he justifies in this way—the
interviewer puts the question :

““*You speak of *‘Shakespeare, the Prophet?”'—* Yes, Was he
not a Prophet, a national Prophet in the true sense of that word?
You remember Shelley’s definition in his ** Defence of Poetry,” when
he compares the Poet and the Prophet, and shows how the inspiration
of the true Poet is in fact the same as that of the Prophet—there are
not two inspirations, for there is but one Holy Spirit . . . He
was no teacher of dry dogmas, but the preacher of ‘‘ words made
flesh.”’

“THERE SHALL COME_ . e

(2 Pet. iii. 3).

The true nature, source and aim of so-called * Christian
Science ” is seen by its exact correspondence with 2 Pet.
iti. 3. For these ‘‘scoflers” have come, and they
practically ask the question: “ Whete is the promise of His
coming ?” by the teaching revealed in the following para-

graph:

SCOFFERS™”

E
|
|

¢ Christian scientists* were Joudly in evidence yesterday (June §th,
1899) at Queen’s Hall, Langham Place, when one of their foremost
advocates, Mr. W. N. Miller, Q.C. (Toronto), C.S.B. (Massachusetts),
gave a startling address on the fashionable new cult. Lord Dunmore
presided. The lccturer described himself as a convert, because he
had himself been cured of deafness by its singular operations on the
mind ; and he added testimonies, which he aftirmed to have come
within his own expericence, of influenza, hip-joint, and other *‘ cures,”
which a rather sceptical audience received with well-bred reserve. e
concluded by demanding for Christian science that & was ‘rhe
Seconid Conung of Christ’ to heal the sick in His name and conguer
death.”

-

SPIRITIST SIGNS.

“WLE GROPE FOR THEWALL LIKE THE BLIND:
AND WE GROPE AS IF WE HAD NO EYES.”
(Isaiah lix. 10).

One of the apostles of Spiritism recently said :

“ The Bible is not infallible ; it is not even consistent.”

What can be said of the flounderings of Spiritism? The
unveilings are so profound, with such * deep thought,” that
only poetry can give expression to them. This is the best.
they can do :

‘¢ Into the silent, starless Night before us,
Naked we glide ;
No hand has wrapped the consteliations o'er us,
No comrade at our side,
No chart, no guide.
Yet fearless toward that midnight, black and hollow,
Our footsteps fare ;
The beckoning of a Father’s hand we follow,
His love alone is there,
No curse, no care.”
~ How a “Father’s hand " is to beckon out of that which
is “‘black and hollow " is beyond all human conception.

This is the message we have keard and believe—** God is
light, and in Him there is no darkness at all ” (1 John i. g).
“WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY HAVE USED:

DECEIT.”

Having gone so far, and given nothing for hope but “a
starless Night’" (with a capital N), the page-before this (Ligh/).
tells us of “the truth of the Bible sayings”':

‘¢ Hence the truth of the Bible Sayings, when groperly understood,
that only the Son can reveal the Father. In other words, only the
consciousness of affinity with God can give us the true knowledge
of God. Man at his best is, for man, the best revelation of God, as.
Dr. Franz Hartmann has pointed out :

The question, What 1s God? resolves itself into the corollary,
What am I? To answer this question is not a matter of natural
science, but of self-consciousness; and he who has attained that state
cannot satisfactorily describe it to another who has not experienced it
himself. To attempt it were useless, because he would be as little
understood as God Himself, whose sole object for untold ages has been
to manifest himself, and whose manifestation is the whole of the
universe, but who is still misunderstood and unknown. Real know-
ledge of God is not a matter of understanding for the mortal mind ; it
belongs alone to the ¢ Son of God,” having become revealed in man.
Only the God 77 man can really know the Divinity of the universe to.
be His own real Self.”

Here we can see the beginnings of #ke great ‘lie” that
shall find its culmination in “that man of sin . . . who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped ; so that he, as God, sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God " (1 Thess.
ii. 3, 4).

This is where the ‘“Gospel of Humanity ” will bring the
world to, and all preachers of it may flatter themselves in
their performances, as they minister to the pride of the
natural heart. Nevertheless they are doing the work of
the DEVIL.

To the question, “How is Christ regarded in that
sphere?”

““The control said that amongst the spirits with whom he was
associated, Jesus Christ was regarded as one of the world's heroes

and martyrs whose example, in many respects, the nineteenth century
wight copy a little more closely than at present.”
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This is a day for plain spcakmb without bung hindered
by the fear of man. There are many pulpits dehivering
the very same ‘* heresies of damnation ” (k.v.), and are con-
sidered leading lights in the religious world.  They are
teaching * Incarnation in Humanity,” or as it 1s sometimes
called, *the development of humanity.”

We shall have more to say on this by and by.

The best inadvertent summing up of this pernicious and
God-dishonouring tecaching which we ever heard came
about in this way :—Some earnest preacher was in the
open-air doing his best to declare the Gospel of God. He
spoke of this counterfeit, this fraud that Satan was palming
off upon the world, and not being skilled in correct pro-
nunciation called it the devilupment (devil up-ment) of
humanity. Archibald Brown was listening, and encouraged
the preacher by saying: ‘Well done, young man, you've
described it exactly, though the word was not pronounced
correctly.’

As already said, these teachings of the spirits are on
parallel lines with the popular preachings of to-day. It
figures in novels, and accords with such books as Jn Ais
Steps.

The sad feature is, that congregations listen complacently,
they “sit under ” these blind leaders Sunday after Sunday,
and bave not enough spiritual discernment to detect
where the poison comes in. Hence it is that Spiritism is
welcomed by all such, as an advanced revelation, only
to be

“LED AWAY WITH THLE ERROR OF THE
WICKED ™ (2 Pet. iii. 17).

Proof of this will be scen in the following extracts:

‘“ All Spiritualists know, or ought to know, that the mere fact that
communications have been received by abnormal means is in itself no
guarantee of their relic wbility, and that from whatever source informa-
tion may come, whether normal or .xhnormal, the same evidence is
necded to justify its unqualxﬁed acceplance.”

This is from Light, April z"nd by which we learn that
those that ¢ peep “and mutter” can give ‘‘no guarantee of
their reliability”; but on May 13th the Editor must have
forgotten what had been asserted before, as he gives from
the Arena an address by one of the greatest oracles—Mrs,
Cora L. V. Richmond—on ¢ The Spiritualism of To-day”:

** It bas proved iiself a solvent of all religions and philosophies, by
correcting erroneous ideas born of imperfect human interpretations
concerning a future life, and substituting knowledge. .

*¢ Its sources of inspiration are the invisible hosts. Its teachers and
messengers are the great, the wise, and the loved ones who have passed

on.

“1q bas removed the fear of death and of what might come to the
spirit after the dissolution of the body, by a knowledge of the states
and conditions of those who have passed beyond that change.

of existence, and have annonnced in unmistakable ways the nearness
of that so-called *undiscovered country.’ "

Yet in the paper of the same dase (May 13th), in answer
o some one not quite sure of this, the Editor said :~

‘“We are often asked how it is that commumcnlmg spirits fail to
remember Paruculars, which, as we say, * must be perfectly well-known
to them.

Two explanations are ventured, but there is no answer.
The querist must be satisfied with “ may,” “ may be,” or
‘ has in some way ”:

*The second explanation is that as, in communicating, the spirit
has, in some way, to cnter into earthly conditions and use earthly
instruments, the difliculties may be enormous, something akin to
wading through cross currents or plunging into a fog, or, posstbly, like
trying to spell out 2 message through a type-writer in the dark.”

This **solvent” proves to be a deceit—these * immortal
messengers” are likened to a ‘“type-writer in the dark.”
We, on the other hand, 470w from the Word of God that
they are lying, deceiving spirits, coming with all deceivable-
ness of unrighteousness. . . . because they who listen to
the spirits receive not the love of the truth (2 Thess. ii. 10).

Thus, aftcr all, there is nothing better for one's comfort
than ““a fog.” So the poet we began with—** no chart, no
guide"—and the comforter we close with, come to perfect
agreement, and the worst of it is that those who would sail
on this ocean of doubt, fog, and darkness, do not believe
the only Chart which marks out these “ hidden rocks,"” and
have not even a fog-horn.
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TOKENS OF DIVINE FAVOQUR.

We have had such proofs of our Lord's approval of our
work that our hearts are overflowing with joy.

Letters from all parts ot the world tell of spiritual
blessing received through Zhings fo Come. We wish it
were possible to let our readers see them and share our joy.

One letter has brought us such a thank-offering to God,
and from God, as will enable us to continue our happy
work without care as to ourselves, and without seeking the
praise or heeding the fear of man. e may not say more.
But one of the immediate results will be the reprinting of

VOLS. I. and II. ‘

Many of our readers will be glad to hear that we intend,
if the Lord will, to reprint such of the monthly parts of
Vols. I. and 1I. as will enable us to complete a goodly
number of these vols. '

In our next issue we may be able to name a date and
state the terms on which they will be issued.

FIXING DATES.

The Rev. Michael Baxter writes to say, that ‘¢ while ad-
mitting fallibility as to the mistaken expectation
of the end of this age being nearl) the end of the century,
I have entirely adopted the view advocated by John A.
Brown in 1823 . . that 1917 will probably be the
end of this age.”

We need not trouble our readers with his reasons, as,
like all his other reasons, they are based on the ¢ year-day "
theory, and are as untrustworthy as all the previous dates
which have been put forth, each correcting the other,
Long before 1917 we may have another change, for there

! is no finality in such a system.
* Immortal messengers have brought the knowledge of Their states ! y y

We prefer not to makeour blessed hope the laughing-stock
of an unbelieving world ; or to defer that hope to a distant
day, and thus lose all the wondrous power it is designed to
exert on our lives.

“HOMES OF HOPE.”

The last report of preventative and reformatory work
among young women is sad reading, but it shows the
necessity for and usefulness of this branch of Christian
effort. The Report tells of an increase in the numbers
helped and blessed. Few works require to be carried out
with greater care; and few find greater difficulty in making
known its details : so that great responsibility rests on the
committee and management. It is our part to state our
full conviction that these are worthy of the fullest confidence
by those who desire to help this branch of Christian service,
and we therefore heartily commend it.  Contributions may be
sent to Wm. Hornibrook, Esq., 4 Regent Sq , London, W.C.
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“BEHOLDING.”
““THEY LOOKED UNTO HIM AND WERE LIGHTENED.”

(Ps. xxxiv. 5 (0).)
I N these words we have the secret of peace and happiness
and of real progress in Christian life.

All looking elsewhere, whether at ourselves or others,
ends in darkness and trouble.

Hence the danger of reading biographies to the neglect
of the Word of God.

Our great Enemy knows, better than thousands seem to
know, that our strength, light, peace, and joy come from
“looking off unto Jesus,” and occupation of heart with
Him. Hence hisone great aim is to keep us from doing this.

The SINNER he will occupy with his sizs as long as he
can; with the pursuit of sin, and the pleasures of sin.
When quickening comes, then

The PENITENT he will occupy with his r¢pentance, and his
sorrow for sin ; until he is concerned as to whether he has
repented enough or aright.

The BELIEVER he will occupy with his fui#%, in the same
way.

The SErvaNT he will occupy with his serzuce till he
becomes so absorbed in it that he has no time to be
occupied with Him to Whom the service is supposed to be
rendered. And finally

The saIiNT he will occupy with his Aoliness; and so
absorb him with his walk, and his life, and his state, before
God, that he fails to learn the sfanding which God has
given him in Christ, and loses the very power which alone
can secure for him the walk which he strives to attain.

Now it is clear that, in each of these cases, the enemy
succeeds in keeping the soul from Christ.

Anything will do so long as it accomplishes this onegreag
object. Anything, however good and true and even right
in itself, the enemy will use, provided it engage the heart
and prevent it from looking unto Him Who is the only true
source of light and peace.

Our temptation is to seek the blessing, instead of seeking
the Blesser, who has already blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in Christ (Eph. i. 3).

What we need is the spirit that breathes in this Psaln
(xxxiv) ¢

“] will bless Jehovah at all times:

His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul shall make her boast in Jehovah:
The humble shall hear thereof and be glad.
O magnify Jehovah with me,

And let us exalt His name together.”

at, ¢ a”

This is occupation of heart with Him, which will do more
to make our walk what we would have it than all our efforts
and attentions bestowed op the walk itself.

Occupied with Him we are saved from the snare which
ever besets the Christian. We are prone to believe that we
are just what we fee/ we are: that we are just as good as we
Jeel we are ; or just as bad as we fee/ we are.  But this is not
the case, nor is it the standard by which we are to be tried.

We find it difficult to understand how we can be different
in God's sight from what we are in our own. Yet so it is:
We are different in His sight from what we are in our own.
We see ourselves in the light which He sheds abroad in our
hearts : and, which reveals to us more and more the awful
corruptions of our old nature. Whereas God sees us only
in Christ, and as what He has made us to be in Him. He
can look upon the humblest and weakest believer, and say
as He said of Christ : “ This—this is my beloved son!”

This seems too good to be true! and so thousands of
real Christians think it presumption to take such high
around ; and yet it is nothing but disobedience not to take
it. When we are told that to “walk worthily,” it means
that we are to walk, ‘ giving thanks unto the Father which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light” (Col. i. 10, 12).

This brings us back to the secret of a holy life,
summed up in one word :

“ BEHOLDING.”

This is the English word ; but in the Greek there are
four important words, which all bear on this great subject.
We want our readers to see them and learn their lessons.
‘I'he first word

1. kutontpifopevor (kat-op-tri'zom-e-noi). This occurs
only once, in 2 Cor. iii. 18, and it means Jeko/ding-as-in-a-
mirror. Moses had been with God, and the Divine glory
was reflected in his face. He had begun to be changed!
And we shall be like Him altogether when we shall see Him
as He is (1 John iii. 2). Beholding Him now, as in a mirror,
we get more and more like Him: but, when we shall sec
Him as He is, we shall be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, and these bodies of our humiliation
shall become like His own glorious body (Phil. iii. 21).

In looking at himself in an LEastern mirror, which was
made, not of glass, but of polished metal, the person saw
hitnself in the mirror, but those around saw the reflection
of the mirror on his face. And this would be whiwe or
yellow, ete., according to the metal of which the mirror was
made ; 4e would not see this reflection or ckange on his face
at all, but otkers would see it.  Just so it is with those who
are thus as in a mirror “beholding " Christ in the glory of
His person and the perfection of His work. They become
changed, and Christ—the mirror—whom they behold is
reflectedon and in them, and thus, without an cffort, they are

It is
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more and more ‘‘ conformed to His image.”  Z/ey may
not be conscious of it, but otlers will see it, and take
knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus.

The second word is:

Ociopar  (the-a’-o-mai’). 1t means to-behold-as-in-a-
theatre. 1In fact our word tkeatre is a Greek word from
this very root. So the verb means—to behold as persons
behold in a tZeatre, i.e., with interest, eagerness and delight.
This is the word used of Christ, when He tabernacled
among men. “We beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father” (John 1. 14). Here was
occupation with Christ. “We have seen with our eyes,”
the enraptured Apostle exclaims (1 John i. 1). This is the
word used of those who saw Him gointo heaven (Actsi. 11},
They beheld, as persons entranced: and we shall thu,
behold when He comes again to be glorified in His saint-.

3. Bewpéw (the-o°-rc-6). This is a kindred word, relatin
rather to the Olympic games ;* or, as we should say to-da,
athletic sports. The Bewpis (the-G-70s) was the official Sta:.-
representative at these great festivals. As we should put
it in England, he would have #%e Royal Box, or chiel an.!
best seat, in the best position for beholding what is going or:.
Hence we may say that it means /o bekold as from the Royal/
Fox, the place of privilege. It is used by Christ of us in
His prayer to the Father in John xvii. 24.  ¢* Father, I wiil
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with mc
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou
hast given me.”

That is how the saints are to behold His glory. They
are to be ““with Him ”: in the highest, chielest position : and
are to behold, as at a ighty festival, the display of that
glory before their eyes.

4. émomretw (¢p-up-ter’<C). This means tv-behold-as-an-
initiate. It is the verb used of initiating into all the secrets
connected with heathen mysteries or religion. '

The émdmmys (ep-op -tees) was one who had been thus
tnitiated and admitted to full communion with those who
possessed the knowledge of the religious secrets of the
Eleusinian and other so-called ‘‘ mysteries.”

This word is used by the Holy Spirit only in the Epistles
of Peter. In 2 Pet. 1. 16., Peter says: * \We were made
or admitted to be eye-witnesses (émdmrut, epoptar) of His
majesty "' on the mount of Transfiguration. It was
indeed an initiation to the three Apostles when they thus
beheld His glory.

In 1 Pet. ii. 12, we have another initiation, o/z. : that which
the heathen had when they beheld the good works of
Christians (*‘ your good works which they shall behold ™),
and iii. 2, “on beholding your chaste conduct.” That
is to say, the life of a true Christian was to the heathen as
great a revelation as when they first beheld the mysteries of
their religion.

Here, then, we have a complete view of these four words,
and the lessons they teach :

1. Beholding as in a mirror.

2. Bcholding as in a theatre.

2.

”

* Which, we must ramember, were sucred occasions 1o the Grocks.
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3. Beholding as from a privileged position at a high

and sacred festival.

4. Beholding as an initiate.

Thus is the secret of a Zo/y life sct before us.

It is all summed up in the verse with which we com-
menced from Ps. xxxiv.  “They looked unto HIM and
were lightened.” The word in this verse is, of course,
Hebrew, and has no connection with the four Greek words
we have enlarged upon. -

1t means v direct the eye to, to look upon with deep interest,
regard, respect, affection, etc.

It first occurs in Gen. xv. 5, in connection with the
Covenant which God was about to make with Abram,
and He says to him: “ Look now toward heaven!” Yes,
that is it. Look now toward heaven. Look unto Him.
Behold the everlasting Covenant. “ To Abraham and his
seed were the promises made ”: and delolding and directing
the eye to these promises we shall indeed be lightened.
We shall behold the Promiser, and not merely the promises ;
the Blesser, and not merely the blessing ; “ Him,” and not
“1t.”  Herein lies the secret of getting true light. Light
in the heart; light in the understanding; light on the
walk ; light for time ; light for the dark valley of the shadow
of death ; light for Eternity.

rrtTY Tty y eyt rvy vt vty vyt tig

&l . "
i Qontyibufed Hgficles :
::""3"3“3"3"5' R O N

—~

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS:
Its Structure and its Scope.

By THE Rev. Dr. BULLINGER.

W E now come to the last Epistle of the first group of
three Epistles (which we may call the Romans

group)—the Epistle to the Galatians. It has the same

relation to Romans that Colossians has to Ephesians.

Both relate to doctrinal failure, and are characterised by

“ correction.”

The Epistle addressed to the churches of Galatia stands
out very distinctly from all the others; and yet every one
can see its link with the Epistle to the Romans.
Commentators never fail to call attention to this likeness.
But what has not yet been noticed is the nasure of that
relation and the character of that likeness.

The structure gives us the scope of the Epistle and the
key to its design. In one point it differs from the Epistles
to the Corinthians, in that it is mainly occupied with
doctrinal matters, rather than practical,; but it is like the
Corinthians in that, when these are mentioned, it is to
correct a departure from the teaching of the Epistle to
the Romauns :

Notice the commencements of the two Lpistles: the
point of each will be at once seen.
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Rom. i. 1. Gal. 1. 6.

““Paul, a servant of “I marvel that ye are
Jesus Christ, by Divine s0 soon removing from him
calling an apostle, se- that called you in the
parated unto God's Gos- grace of Christ, unto a
pel.” different ™ Gospel.”

Here we have the key to the Epistle as a whole ; we are
thus prepared for its structure, and expect to see this
opening theme enlarged and developed; the departure
proved, and the evil corrected. This is exactly what we
do see.

First the Apostle has to show at some length the nature
of his Gospel, and how he obtained it and his apostleship;
then, he proceeds to show why he thus marvelled at their
doubt of his authority and their removal from his teaching.

The Epistle was written before the Epistle to the Romans
in point of time, (see Appendix), but it is clear that he had
taught these Galatians the same truth and the same Gospel
which he soon after records in that Epistle to the Romans.
It is also clear that the churches of Galatia had soon
departed from his teaching.

The Structure of the Epistle to the Galatians.
A li 1-5. Epistolary ; and Salutation.

B i. 6—ii. 14. Paul’s solicitude for them. “I
marvel ” (i. 6), and Defence of his Apostleship
and Gospel.

, b* | it. 15—iv. 10,

Doctrinal correction.
Paul's solicitude for them. “1I am
11).  “I stand in doubt of

iv. 11-20.
afraid ™ (iv.
you” (iv. 20).

b* | iv. 21—Vi. 10.
vi. 11-14.
of joy.
b3 | vi. 15. Doctrinal correction. Concluding

| summary.

Epistolary ; and Salutation.

Doctrinal correction.

B: ;-‘I' Paul’s solicitude and only ground

A | vi. 16-18,

The whole scope of the Epistle lies before us in this
structure. Beyond the very brief Epistolary portions (i. 1-5
and vi. 16-18), the whole Epistle is taken up with
alternate expressions of anxious so/icitude on their account,
and the correction of their doctrinal departure from the
truth as it is set forth in the Epistle to the Romans.

In this Epistle there is an alternation of solicitude and
correction just as there is in the Epistle to the Colossians,
which is also taken up with doctrinal failure.

On the other hand, it differs from the structure of the
two Epistles to the Corinthians, in that the Epistolary
portion occupies only as many verses in Galatians as it
occupies chapters in Corinthians.

This likeness to Colossians in what is ductrinal correction,
and this contrast with Corinthians in what is practical
reproof is remarkable, and settles for us what is the true
scope and object of the Epistle to the Galatians.

* The word is €Tepos (heferos), another of a Wifi rent kind ; hence,
here @ rival gospel.  And so the verse goes on to say: ““ which is not
anotber (AAA0s, alos, another of the same kind), but there Le some
that trouble you and would pervert the Gospel of Christ,”

|
|
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This is seen still further, when we compare the corre-
«pondence betweep the two principal doctrinal portions
b (i, 15—iv. 10), and “b*” (iv. 21—vi. 10). *

The Expansion of “b'" (ii. 15—iv. 10) and “L*"

(iv. 21—vi. 10):
Doctrinal Correction.

L e | e il 15-21.  Justification.
! f | 1-5. Expostulation.
| d I iij. 6—iv. 11. Tilustration (Abra-
! ham and his one Seed).
b# d|iv. 21-31.  Illustration (Abraham
and his two sons).
¢| ¢|v.1-6. Justification.
f|v. 7—vi. 10.  Epostulation.
The minor members are also constructed perfectly: as
¢ note this.
Ilustration.  “d” (ii. 6—iv. 11). *“ Abraham.”
d| ¢ | ii. 6-9. The Promise.
h | 10-12. The Curse of the Law.
i] 13, 14. Redemption through Christ.
&) 15-18.  Promises.
% | 19-25. The use of the Law.
7| 25—iv. 11.  Sonship in Christ.

1"

Similarly we may expand this last member “ .
“A” (1. 26—iv. 1 1),
Souship in Christ.

/i il 26-29. Sons and heirs.
k | iv. 1-6. Illustration.
/1 ;. Son and heir.
4| 8-11.  Application.
Likewise we may expand the above member “k” (iv. 1-6).
Illustration.
k 1]iv. 1. The Child.
m | -1. The Servant.
n | 2-.  The Tutors and Governors.
o | -2-. The appointed Time.
. p | -2. The action of the Father.
/| 3+ Children.
m | -3~ The Servitude.
i # | -3-. The Tutors (Elements * Stoicheia”).

i o | -3. The appointed time.
i 2| +6. The action of the Father.

It is bardly necessary for us here to enlarge further on
and exhibit all the minutie of the various structures of the
Lpistle.  We could not do so without greatly impeding the
course of our study and interfering with our design, which
is to show the object and aim of the Lpistle as a whole.

Now, having discovered its scope, we may proceed to
Jevelope it ; and show its bearing on the likeness between
ihis Epistle and that to the Romans.

What is stated plainly and as direct teaching io
Romans, was departed from very soon after it had been
taught to the Galatians. The same subjects necessarily
arise, therefore, but in a different form and connection.

* The third **L3" (vi. 1§) is merely a condensed concluding summary
«f the whole.
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There was nothing that called forth the teaching in |
Romans beyond the good-pleasure of God to instruct us.
But in Galatians, after that instruction had been received
and departed from, it was necessary to re-state many of the
subjects by way of ‘“correction.” So that the similar
statements and references which we find in the two
Epistles are approached from two different points of view.
For example :

In Rom. i. 2 we have the direct statement that the
Gospel of God’s Grace was ““ promised afore” by His
prophets in the holy Scriptures. In Gal. ii. 8 it is
introduced as part of* an argument:—‘The Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles through
faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, |
In thee shall all nations be blessed.”

The fulfilment of the promise predestined and made |,
‘“ afore,” was accomplished at the time appointed in the
counsels of God. In Rom. v. 6 it is solemnly declared
that ““in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” But, in Gal
iv. 4 it is introduced as part of an argument that *“ when
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son.”

The natural depravity of man and the degradation ¢f
the Old nature, the flesh, in man, is set forth clearly in
Rom. i. 18-32. But, in Gal. v. 19-21 1t is introduced
in connection with the opposition of this flesh (the Old
nature) to the spirit (7e., the new nature), and in contrast
with ¢ the fruit of the Spirit.” .

The futility of privilege is set forth in Rom. ii. 17-29, !
where it is shown what true circumcision is, and how it !
must be that of the heart, and spiritual, and is nct
“outward in the flesh.” Whereas, in Gal. v. 6 it is given !
as a reason why Christian believers should not be circum- |
cised, because, in that case, Christ would profit them nothing
and they would be debtors to do the whole law. I

‘ The just shall live by faith.” This, in Rom. i. 17, is set
forth as the foundation of God's Gospel of grace, in which
the righteousness of God is revealed ; while in Gal. iii. 11
the very same words are quoted (from Hab. ii. 4) as the
correction of the departure from the teaching of the Lpistle
to the Romans: thus: ¢ But that no man is justified by the
law in the sight of God it is evident: for, The just shall
live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but The man that
doeth them shall live in (or better, /4y) them.”

Deliverance from the Law is the great subject of Rom.
vi. 1—vii. 6, where this blessed fact is stated, proved, and
illustrated, first by the case of master and servant, and then
by that of husband and wife. But, in Galatians ii. 19, the fact
is brought in incidentally : *“ For I through (or by means
of) law died to law, that I might live unto God.” And
(in chap. v. 18) to show one of the results of being led by
the new nature: * But if ye be led by the spirit (se., the
New nature) ye are not under the law.”

The aim, object, end, and use of the Law is set forth in
Rom. v. 20, *that the offence might abound ” : and, invii. 3,
that it might convict of sin. In Gal. iii. 19 its use iIs |
mentioned in connection with the fulfilment of God's
promise to Abraham: ‘It was added for the sake of
(.., to bring out and make manifest) transgressions, till the
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The conflict between the two natures, “flesh” and
“spirit,” is fully defined and explained at length in Rom.
vil. 17-25, as a matter of sustruction ; while, in Gal. v. 17-26,
it is introduced as a motive for Christian walk in service to
one another (see verses 13-15), and the reason and exhorta-
tion is added : “This I say then, Walk according to spirit
(7.e., the New nature), and ye will in no way (then) fulfil
the flesh’s desires (the Old nature’s) ; for the flesh (the Old
nature) desires against the spirit (the New nature), and the
spirit (the New nature) [desires] against the flesh (the Old
nature); and these are opposed one to another, in order
that ye should not do whatsoever things ye may wish.”
And then, at the end of this reference to Rom. vii., the
correction is again introduced, in verse 26. “If we live
laccording] to spirit (the New nature) we shculd walk also
[according] to spirit (the New nature). We should not
become vain-glorious, provoking one another, envying one
another.” Thus is a practical use made of the doctrine of
Rom. vii,, and the correction is administered, showing how
it is only sound doctrine that leads to a sound life and
walk.

Sonship and heirship are explained and set forth in
Rom. viil. 1317, showing that as many as are led by
Divine spirit (fe., the New nature from God) are sons of

. God, having received a sonship spirit, whereby they cry

Abba: re, Father. Butin Gal. iv. 5-7, similar words are

i used in connection with quite another subject, ©/z: that
! being made sons of God,

we are no longer children

(like bond-servants) under tutors and governors, but in the
set free from the

‘“days and months and times and years.” These have to
do with religion, not with Christ, and those who are
“in Christ” are freed from the bondage of Religious
ordinances.*

The names for the two natures, ““flesh” and “ spirit " are
used in Galatians as in Romans ; and the same care has to be
taken as to whether it should be written or printed spirit or
Spirit. The section in Galatians which treats of the two
natures opens with the correction and question (iii. 1-3):
“ QO foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched yout . . .
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly set forth as
crucified.; This only I wish to learn from you. Wasiton
the principle of the works of the law that ye received the
spirit (7.e., the New nature), or by the hearing of faith (s¢.,
the report which ye believed)? Are ye so senseless?
Having begun in spirit (/e., the New nature), are ye now
going to be made perfect in the flesh (the Old nature)? " So
again (chap. v. 16), “ according to spirit (the New nature)
walk ye, and the flesh’s desires (the Old nature’s) ye will
certainly not fulfil.”

In both Epistles the fundamental truth is maintained
that “there is no difference ” between men (Jew or Gentile)
before God ; but, in Romans, this is taught as a positive

* See Fryures of Speech, under the VFigure of ** Repetition.”

t The words *‘that ye should not obey the truth” must go out
according to the Textual Critics: Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf,
Tregelles, Alford, and R.V.

t The words ‘“among you"” must go out also, according to the
above authorities.
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truth : (See iii. 22; x. 12; xi. 32): while, in Galatians it
forms part of an argument as to the promise of life in Christ
Leing given apart from the Law. See Gal. iii. 22.

The same references are made to Abraham and his Seed.
In Rom. iv., the teaching is positive and dogmatic as to
justification now by the same faith as that of Abraham.
\While, in Gal. iii., the consequences of this, and the
connection between the Promise and the Law are worked
out so as further to show and make clear the logical results
of this great truth. .

As to baptism, there is the same remarkable reference to
‘“as many as (Goot, kosor) were baptised,” &c ; and while
in Romans we are taught the dogmatic truth as to our
death with Christ, expressed  **in the likeness of His
death,” the old man being put off, having been * crucified
with Christ ”; here (in Gal. iii. 27) the baptism with the
Spirit is referred to, whereby Christ, the New Man is put
on,* f.e., that those, who are risen with Christ ‘““in the
likeness of His resurrection,” wherein they are to exist,
(Rom. vi. 5) stand covered with Himy and His righteous-
ness as with a garment. No longer reckoned as being
in the first Adam, but standing before God on new
ground, resurrection ground, ‘“in Christ,” having thus
‘“put on Christ,” not by baptism in water, but by burial
and resurrection with Christ.  When the exhortation
is given to “ put on Christ " it can mean only that we are
to reckon ourselves as having died and risen in Christ.
How else can it be done? Truth, to be practical, must be
praclicable.  In what way can we mortify the flesh? Not
by controlling it.  Controlling is not killing, and the word
rendered * mortify " means to put to death. By what act,
then, can we put the flesh to death, except by reckoning
ourselves as having died, according to Rom. vi. 11, and by
knowing that our old man was crucified with Him (Rom.
vi. 6)? This is the knowledge which is given in Romans,
and the practical outcome of it is (see in Gal. ii. 20):
“ Christ, I have been crucified-together-with ; yet I live;
and yet it is no longer that I live, but in me Christ.” t

Gal. v. 24 : “They that are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with its affections and desires.” But how? Only by
the reckoning of Rom. vi. 6, 11.

So in Gal. vi. 14. It is the cross of Christ which has
this meaning now for all who were crucified with Him by
God, and in God’s sight.

Inlike manner we may ask: In what way are we to “ put
on Christ,” except by faith, reckoning that we have risen
with Christ, and walking on resuwirection-ground in resur-
rection life?

Thus we have shown, and have seen, the intimate relation
between Romans and Galatians, and the nature and
character of that relation.

®* The context **there is neither Jew nor Greek,” shews that the
baptism here named, whereby Christ is put on, is that with the Holy
Spirit administered by the Lord Jesus, as in 1 Cor. xii. 13 and Coloss.
iii. 10, 11. The Spirit of Sonship, the power whereby the Lornd
Jesus was proved to be the Son of God, Rom. i. 4. Where the
Spitit of the Lord is there is libeity, 2 Cor, iii. 17 ; Gal. v. 1.

+ This is emphasised by the figure of Zpanadiplosis (in the Greek),
by which the sentence is made to begin and end with the same all:
important word, ** Christ,” as shown abuve,

|
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This complctes the first group of (three) Epistles; or
rather the first great text-book— Romans, with its two sub-
sidiary bouks (Corinthians and Galatians) supplementing it
by bringing out and developing still further its wondrous
teaching. This is done in two ways: (1) by showing the
bearing of Romans teaching on the mistakes of practicat
lifz by the reproof conveyed in the Epistles to the Corinth-
ians ; and (2) by showing its bearing on various errors of
doctrine, which come from not heeding its teaching, as
shown by the correction - given in the Epistle to the
Galatians.

S RS RN AN A RN R AN AN AN LN BN RN I LA SN A RN IS

%l Jonference fAddresses. W!E

P T2 T e i O R A O O O SR SO O

We cannot hold vurselves rexponsible for every expression of the respective
speakery.  Many thinge with which we mauy not wbolly agree are inserted as beicg

either suggestive or worthy of eonsiderution.
“THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY."
2nd THESSALONIANS Il
By the Rev. T. Granan (Vicar of Southborough.
(Concluded from page 18).
uT what shall we say of the papacy? Does it not s
fulfil the prophecy that we need not look for further
fulfilment? This, it must be admitted, was one of
the firmest convictions of the Reformers; and of the
English translators of the Bible, who in their address 1o
James 1., flatter that monarch with having “given such 2
blow unto that man of sin as will not be healed.” It
certainly is not surprising that this interpretation should
have been warmly accepted by those who bore the full

¢ burden and heat of the battle against Rome in the height

* of her power.

And it remains that there is such an agree
ment between the features of the papacy and those of the
man of sin, that it may be said with confidence, the
prophecy anticipates the papacy, and the papacy fulfils the
prophecy. DBut here, as often elsewhere, the prophecy i
not satisfied by one fulfilment. Its “height or fulness™
has not yet been reached, even in the iniquities of the
papacy ; the awful possibilities of sin have not yet been
fully and finally revealed, no, not even in Rome at her
worst. In particular, the prophecy conveys the idea of a
person, an individual, rather than that of a system con
tinued from age to age, and headed by a succession of men.
Moreover, ‘“he that opposeth and exalteth himself against
all that is called god or that is worshipped; so that he
sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God,™
goes further than even Papal blasphemy. The Pope
pretends to create objects of worship, but he himself
adores and insists upon adoration of them. The Papal
claim is a claim for divine honours, but for these as the
visible representative of God, the personal Vicar of Christ.
But the man of sin will not hear of any Being higher than
himself. He is no Vicar—no representative of deity, and
as such to be honoured. He is the avowed adversary of
every object of worship but himself. He does not say,
“I am in the place of God, but, I am the one and only
God, the sole object of divine worship—the Godhead is
mysell.”  This is future. There have been monstrous
forms of sin, the papacy not the least of them, in which the
prophecy has had large fulfilment : but the ever working
enmity to God in the heart of fallen man has yet to be
consummatced.
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We pass to one of the most ditficult features in the
prophecy, the restraining porver—*“ he that now letteth.”
It is evident that St. Paul had spoken in Thessalonica upon
this much more clearly than he now writes.  * 1 told you,
and ye know what withholdeth.” It is also cvident that
he does not write more specifically merely because it was
needless to do so.  His reticence is rather due to the fact
that such was the restraining power that it would be
highly impolitic, dangerous even, to specify it in a letter
which predicted its removal, and which, falling into the
hands of its supporters, wnight provoke hostilities. The
well-known interpretation which identifies this mysterious
restraint with the Roman Empire seems to call out the
question, What were St. Paul’s personal expectations? By
some it is answercd, the lawlessness to which he refers is
the violent enmity of the Jew; and Rome it was which
restrained and kept under Jewish violence.  St. Paul had
experienced both this enmity and its restraint.  And he
foresees, so it is by some supposed, a removal of that
restraint in the decline of Roman power, and then a full
and final development of Jewish hatred of all that is called
Christian. ¢ There is,” writes an expositor, who takes this
view, “only onc objection to this interpretation of the
apostle’'s words—they have never been fulfilled.  The
Roman Empire did not fall as speedily as St. Paul
expected : there was, when it did fall, no such mani-
festation of a Jewish man of sin: and the Lord’s coming is
even yet future.” The objection, thus frankly stated, is
surely ¢nough fur the rejection of the apostle’s supposed
expectation, as the intention of the prophecy. He nay
have had such expectation.  We may perhaps distinguish
between his expectation as a man, and his prophecy as the
utterance of an inspired man. Is it not passible that he
may not have known the precise fact in which the prophecy
was to be fulfilled? May itnot have been with him as with the
elder prophets, * enquiring and searching diligently what or
what manner of time the spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify "' ? And if he had a private expectation of a
Jewish outburst following the fall of Rome in the near
future—an expectation which was not realised in event—
the prophecy is not therefore reduced to a mere natural
anticipation of future things, probable to human judgment
carefully examining the trend of things present. It remains
a revelation by the Holy Ghost of actual historical events
to be.

However, it seems certain that whatever his private
expectation of a manifested lawlessness, he must, in some
sense, have intended Rome by the restraining power.  And
his language justifies the thought that Rome, in some
sense, was intended by the Holy Spirit of the prophecy.
“Ye know what restraineth,” here written, implies that he
kad told them, not as his own opinion, but as the word of
the Lord, that Rome in some way would restrain the
* lawlessness ” surging beneath the crust of society, from its
final manifestation, until Rome had becn taken out of the
way. But Rome need not be the Roman Empire. 1t was
the rule of Roman law, and the authority of the Roman
magistrate that formed a bulwark of defence against popular
violence.  These of course were enforced by Roman
military power, by Roman Enipire. But these, and not
merely force, were the defence of Christianity, where Rome
was her defence.

Now, if it may be said in truth that the Roman Empire
still exists in the nations which now occupy the Roman
territory : much more confidently may it be said that Roman
law exists, and is the informing spirit in all the legislation
of those nations. It is still Roman law which restrains
lawlessness, and so the prophecy remains a solemn word of
warning that in His time God will break down the barriers
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Ly which law and government now prevent the outburst of
the revolutionary spirit: with the result of a general
anarchy and confusion, such as on a comparatively small
scale have been in the revolutions of modern Europe—
anarchy and confusion out of which shall spring the one
strong man, to be in his own commanding person the all-
subduing power.

Is there anything in the phenomena of our own time to
make the prophecy of practical interest to us?  Surely
there is. \WWho knows not, feels not, a lawlessness every-
where in the professing Church itself 7 It boasts itself
already in the open. The undercurrent of revolutionary
principle, the spirit of the commune, and also a god-
less socialism, seems to be strengthening and preparing for
its permitted fulness of manifestation. And if, as is the
case, the lawlessness of the prophecy is against God, are
there not ominous signs of a wide spread rejection of God,
both in public and in private life? ‘T'o use a phrase of
the Dean of Norwich, ¢ the domestication of infidelity” is
going on apace in a multitude of popular prints to be found
in many a professedly Christian home, in many an English
drawing-room.

In the estimation of not a few who still speak of the
Bible as a good book, it is nevertheless crowded with
imperfections, and often neither genuine nor authentic.
Again, what parish clergyman does not know that one of
his chief difficulties is a prevailing hard indifference to all
religion.  “There is nothing true—and it does not matter,”
is a common creed. Men have not sufficient interest to
attack the faith, until they are pressed by the law of God
which imposes restriction in the gratification of the senses,
and then indifference becomes rebellion. “ We will not
have God to interfere with us and our pleasures—down
with religion.”

Again, who does not mect with the already avowed and
open blasphemy which declares a ¢ collective humanity ”
to be the only god? Man is already man’s deity. But
human nature cannot long worship tha abstract, it must
have the concrete; it must have some personal repre-
sentative of this * collective humanity.” Hence the almost
worship of the public man of commanding and supreme
genius—worship which cares nothing for his religious or
moral character.

Once more, is it not true that the intellect of
man was never so self-asserting as now, never so confi-
dent in its own resources, never so proud in its avowed
desires to show itself independent of God? And towhat is
the tendency of intellectual influence? It is to a rank
materialism : to a compulsory worship of the beast. “ The
value of wealth increases with the growing refinement of
taste. The purest attributes of the human mind—the love
of art, the worship of beauty, the keen sense of grace—
combine ta render intellectual man the slave of material
prosperity.”  We are told that it is our wisdom to regard
only the things of time and sense, to live for this world
and not another, to be wholly occupied with what we can
see and feel.  The only immortality offered is that of being
remembered here, for afew years after death,  And as for
God, if there be a God, he is an unknown God, and it is
best to erect no altar to Him. Such is the character of
much that we bhecar and read, and from men of the highest
culture.

These are characteristics of our time whereunto we do
well that we take heed as we view them in the light of God'’s
sure word of prophecy. Taught by that word let us know
the real character of modern infidelity bencath its mask of
courteous liberality.  The ¢ Free thought,” falsely so called,
which repudiates all positive truth, which scorns the Bible
as an antiquated fable, will not always be content to
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tolerate the acknowledgment of God, and of the Bible as
His word, by others. The time is coming when a
confederacy of impious men shall demand the extermination
of the Christian faith, and the death of all who will not
receive the mark of the beast nor worship his image. God
has revealed this consummation of infidelity that we may
know what it really is, under all the disguises of the
present : and surely, in the revelation of the judgment to
fall upon that consummation, that we may know, to our
comfort, that as infidelity advances, so it is advancing to its
final destruction by the breath of the Lord’s mouth, by the
brightness of the Lord's coming.
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THE PALGEY MAYIM
OR "'THE RIVERS OF WATER."

An example of Ellipsis taken from Part I. of Dr Bullinger's
new work on ** Figures of Specch.”

1.—*“The king’s hcart /s the hand of the

he turneth it where-

ROV. Xxxi.
LorDp, as the rivers of water;
soever he wilL.”

Here the second sentence is manifestly incomplete.
There is a subject, but there is no verb, and no object, as
will be seen if we present it in this way :—

I'{r{'u
is

(igect.
in the hand of the Lord.

. .

Subject.
The King's heart
as the rivers of water

.
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It is clear from this that we have to suppl) bolh the verb .

and the predicate in the latter sentence. What they are
will be seen more clearly when we translate the other words
more correctly.

The expression “rivers of water” is in the Hebrew
D?D";,B:Z'J (Palgey mayim). LPalgey means divisions of and
is the plural construction of 159 (palag), to divide  The
name of the Patriarch Peleg (re., division) was so called
“‘because in his days was the earth divided” (Gen. x. 23).
The term palgey mayinr: is the technical term for the little
channels or gullies of water which Jiide an Eastern
garden into small squares of about 12 feet each, for purposes
of irrigation.  Hence the word is used for any little
channel by which the water is distributed or dieided,
especially the channels which divide-up a garden. Itis
used also of the trickling of tears. In DPs. i. 3, the man
who meditates in the law of God is ke a tree planted by
the palyey mayim, i.e., in a garden, where it will have a sure
supply of water and the constant care of the gardener!
Not left out in the plain to shift for itself ; to thrive if it
gets water, and to die if it does not.

These little channels were filled by the gardener with
water from the spring, or well, or fountain, which every
Eastern garden must possess ; and then the water was sent
first into one channel, then into another, by the simple
movement of his foot: as it is written, “the land whither
thou goest in to possess it, is not as the and of Iigypt from

d J‘pa (palag), te divide, occurs nnly in (u.n x. 25. 3 Chron. i. 1q.
¢ In his days was the earth divided.”  Job axxviii. 25, ** Who hath
divided a watercourse,” and Vs, lv. 9, ** Destroy their tongues and
divide them.”
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whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and
wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs” (Deut. xi.
10). The gardencr did not deign to use a tool, or to stoop
down and use his hands. But by simply moving the foot
he dammed up one little strcam, or by a similar movement
he released the water in another.

Now we are able to supply the E/ipsis correctly in this
Verse :—

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lorp as the
palgey mayim [are in the hand of the gardener): He turneth
it whithersoever He will.”

To an Eastern mind this would be perfectly clear
without the supply of the Ellipsis. Just as in England we
use the expression, ““ A coach and four ” and the supply of
the Ellipsis *“horses ” is wholly unnecessary.  But an Es-
quimauy, or a South Sca Islander, or an Arab, would ask,
‘“ A coach and four what? ” It would be unintelligible to
him, while with us it nceds no explanation.

So when we learn and understand the customs and
peculiarities of the Last we can supply the £//zpsis from our
knowledge, as Easterns would supply it naturally.

The teaching of the passage then is that just as the little
channels of water in a garden were turned about by the
simple movement of the gardener’s foot, so the king’s
heart is as easily turned about by the Lorp, “ whithersoever
He will.”

Oh how full of comfort for ourselves, for our friends, for
our children to know this, and to be assured of it! ‘“On
that night could not the king sleep” (Est. vi. 1). A sleepless
night ! The king's heart reversed—the law of the Medes
and Persians brought to naught—and Israel was delivered.
Oh how simple! Let us never again limit His almighty
power—and it is almighty power that is required to turn the
heart of man.  7¥e know how difticult it is to convince even
a friend on the simplest matter of fact. But let us remember
that the heart of even an Eastern despot is as casily turned
by the Lorp’s mighty hand as the pagley mayim are turned
by the simple movement of a gardener’s foot.

"ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER.”

AU things coork together for good to them that love God, to

them who are called according to His purpose’’—Rom. viil. 28.

o o0 them that love God, to them who are called

T according to His purpose.” “ According to His

" purpose,”—for He bhad purposed before the world

was who His called ones should be, and also purposed that

all things should work for their good. The doings of His

grace in time are ever the result of the purposes of His
grace before the foundation of the world. (Rom. viii. 30).

“Them who are the called according to His purpose ™

—+¢“called ” to know themselves as guilty before God and

The

¢ The word is used of any very small artificial channel.
following are all the oceurences.

Job xxix. 6. The rock poured nie out rivers of oil.

Ps. i 3. Likea tree planted by the rivers of water.
Ps. xlvie 4. A river the streams whereof shall make glad.
I's. Jav.  o. Enrichest it with tke ri2er of God.

V's. caix. 136, Arers of water run down mine eyes.

Prov. v. 10. (And) rivers of water in the streets,

fsa. xxx. 2§, AWwers and streams of water.

Isa. anxii. 2. As 2dwers of water in a dry lace.

Lam. iii. 45. Mine eye ruuneth down with rivers of walter,
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deserving of cternal condemnation—* called ” to know the
all-sufficiency of Christ to save—*“called ” to trust in His
atoning death as their only hope of salvation—* called ”
out of the world ; no longer to revel in its gaicties, to enjoy
its fellowships, or be swayed by its principles—‘* called ”
to be followers of the Lord Jesus through evil report or
good report.  This is the calling which distinguishes those
who love God, and for whose good it is said “all things
worl together.”

Yes—‘“all things work together.” It is not said that
they work singly or alone, but in relationship to one
another they  worl together.,”  One little thing which we
cannot at all understand, or see the reason of, the Lord
sees it is necessary to make several other things properly
work for our good. Without that one thing—that one
very unpleasant thing—all the rest would not be for our
beneft.

We are too apt to look at things singly, and therefore
the mind often becomes perplexed. A single thread is not
of much importance in itself, but if left out in the weaving,
the pattern in the loomn would be rendered imperfect.

These * all things ” are so many shuttles running to and
fro, weaving the web of goodness and blessing for the
children of God. The hand that throws the shuttles is the
hand of Jesus. In the web He weaves, no thread will be
found misplaced, when the weaving is over.

Therefore let us leave all things in the bhands of Jesus,
who has the whole plan of the life of each believer always
before Him, and who in His infinite wisdom understands
how to put one thing to another, so as to produce the best
results and accomplish all His purposes of love.

Let us trust in Him at all times, even when our
expectations of earthly things are disappointed and our
plans frustrated, or when darkness surrounds our path, and
trials and afiliction are our portion ; being sure that when
we have attained a keener vision and a fulller understanding
than our pilgrim state affords us, we shall see that *“all
things ” did but work together for our good, whilst they
also testified to the wisdom, power, and love of Him who
““doeth all things well.”"—Yrom Cownsels and Thoughts for
Believers, by Thomas Moor, published by Nisbet and Co.

THE NEW COMMANDMENT.
1 JOBN i 8-17.

T is told of an old divine, that, travelling through his
diocese on a journey of inspection in the disguise of a
tramp, he was kindly entertained in a Christian family, and
at prayer time, being catechised with the rest, he was asked
how many Commandments there were. “ Eleven,” said he.
On being corrected, he replied, *“ A New Commandment [
give unto you, that ye love one another.” He might have
counted twelve, for in 1 John ii. 8 we have a second ** New
Commandment.” The New Commandment of John xii1.
34 had now become “ 0ld,” more than half a century old :
the Apostle John so describes it.  Compare 1 Johnii. 7 with
2 John 5. DBut he goes on to say, “Again a New
Commandment I write unto you.” Whatis this Command-
ment?  To this question there seems no direct
answer. ‘* Always read the context and plenty of it” is a

most useful maxim here as elsewhere.  Read on for a few
verses, and we meet the words: “ Love not the World,
netther the things that are tn the World.' 1f this is not the
New Commandment, what is? It is wew. There is
nothing like it in the Old Testament, and though there is
much to the same effect in our Lord’s teaching, He never
formulated it with the three-fold solemnity that He used in
giving the command to love one another (John xiii. 34 ;
xv. 12, 17. This Commandment, though new, grows out
of the old one, * Because the true light now shineth.” What
light? The light of the love of God revealed in Jesus
Christ which shows what things are worth loving and what are
not. Thus far scems plain, but verses 12-14 appear at first
sight to have no connection with the argument, and to
interrupt the sequence of thought. A little examination,
however, shows that they lead up to the *“ New Command-
ment "’ in a wondrously beautiful way. Three things are

* declared in this Epistle concerning the World :

- can you condescend to love it?
" THE WORLD, neither the things that are in the world.

(1) The things in it are “not of the Father” (ii. 16).

(2) It passeth away (verse 17).

(3) Itlieth in the wicked one (chap. v. 19).

*“ Little children,” says the Apostle, “you are very young
in the faith, you do not know much, but you do know that
your sins are forgiven, and you know your heavenly Father's
love, you should not love what is * not of Him.’

“ Fathers, you have had much experience of the goodness
of the Lord, you know something of the ‘deep things of
God,’ of His sovereign electing grace in the eternity that is
past, of the glory awaiting you in the eternity that is to
come, surely you cannot love that which passeth away like
a shadow ?

“Young men, you are strong to fight, you have fought
and overcome the wicked one; the world lies in his lap,
Therefore, LOVE NOT

If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.”

Solemn words these, and what a timely message to us
who are living in *the last hour!” M.
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By tue Rev. W. H. GrirriTH THOMAS.
STEWARDSHIP.

Two seords Dmuplying management, administration, steward-
ship.  Literally, the “rule of the house.”
I.—\WHAT?

1.—Stewards of God (Titus i. 7; Col. i. 235).

2.-—Stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Cor. iv. 1;
Eph. iii. g).

3.—Stewards of the grace of God (Eph. iii. 2
iv. 10; see also 1 Cor. ix. 17).

1I.—-HOW?

1.—laithful (1 Cor. iv. 2 ; Luke xii. 32, cf. Tit. i. 7;
angd contrast Luke xvi. 8).

2.—Wise (Luke xii. 42).
. 3—Good (lit. good outwardly, or beautiful) 1 Pet.
iv. 10,

[
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(QUESTION No. 203.

J. R., Havant. “I have for a long time been taught by teachers andd
Christians that when the Church of God was taken 1y be with
the Lord, the Iloly Spirit was also taken away from the earth.
But I have learned frem the Word of God that it will be just the
very reverse. After the Church has been caught up the loly
Spirit will be ponred out in even a greater fulness than what took
place in the past, as recorded in Actsii. It will be Pentecost over
again, only in a greater fulness; the believing Jewish remnan:
will again become God's witnesses, and proclaim the Gospel of the
Kingdom not only to the Nation of Israel, hut to all the Gentile
natioms, according to Matt. xxiv, and these signs shall follow them
that believe, Mark avi. Will not thousands of both Jews and
Gentiles be led to own Christ as the Saviour and Messiah through
the Holy Spirit’s testimony of the scaled servants of God of Rev.
vii., the great multitude which no man could number in the latter
half of Rev. vii. be the saved from among the Gentile nations
who have been slain during the time of t4e rear Triibulation,
because they dared to believe in Christ as their Saviour through
the preaching of the Geaspel of the Kingdom by the Jewith
witnesses? s not this redecmed company the future Gentile
Wave Loal; the 144,000 sealed ones the firstfruits unto God and
the Lamlb?

The commissions of Matt. xxviii. 19 and of Mark xvi.
15-18 are two distinct and separate commissions ; Mark
referring to the jirst preaching of the Gospel lefore the
destruction of the Temple (Mark xiii. 10). This com-
mission was fulfilled by the apostles as stated in Mark xvi.
20, and is ended, not {0 be repeated.

Matt. xxviii. 19 is the commission for the Jewish ministry
at the end of the age, Matt. xxiv. 14. Rev. xiv. 6, 7, the
proclamation of impending judgment, without any promisc
of signs to accompany it. The miracles of that time will
be those wrought by Satan with the Antichrist.  ** Te gates
of Aell,” which the Lord has said shall not prevail against
His assembly (Matt. xvi. 18). This takes place after the
Church, which is His Body, is removed.

Matt. xviii. 18-20 applies to the same time, and not at all
to the present dispensation of grace during the Lord's
absence. No individual or assembly possesses the
authority of Christ to-day. The facts recorded in Acts
il. to xii. inclusive, represent the state of things in Jeru-
salem and the land of Isracl, during the millenial kingdom,
and not at all the church at present among the Gentiles :
the blessings of the kingdom having been offered to the
nation, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and
having been finally refused by the rulers, there will be no
repetition of Pentecostal scenes until the judgment is past
and the kingdom is established in power affer the destruc-
tion of the man of sin.

Let us compare the scenes in the Acts with the
prophecies.

First, the multitude that came together on the day of
Pentecost, represent a restored people.  Acts ii. 5. Those
who had been born (outcasts) in every nation under heaven
had become devout men, dwellers (householders) in Jeru-
salem, illustrating Deut. xxx. 4, 5.

The Spirit given on the day of Pentecost is that to be
poured out affer the nation is restored (read Joel ii. 21-27)
The 2Sth verse quoted in Acts ii. 16, 17 follows the fact
joretold in ver. 27 of the prophecy.

In Acts ii. 41-47 we see the dwellers in Jerusalem, a
forgiven people, iNustrating Isaiah xxxiii. 24, last clause.
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In Acts ii. in the healing of the lame man we see illus-
trated Isaiah xxxv. 6.

In chap. v.in Ananias and Sapphira, we see righteous
government dealing with sin, illustrating Psa. ci. 7, 8, for
Jerusalem is the city of the Lord.

In chap. vi. 13, 16, we see illustrated Isaiah xxxiit. 24,
first clause.

In chap. viii. we see illustrated Ezek. xxxvii. 22, Samaria
and Jerusalem rejoicing in one King, and in the same
chapter, vers. 27-40, we see illustrated Zech. xiv. 17. The
treasurer of a Gentile monarch doing homage to Jesus as
the One of Whom the prophet had spoken.

In chap. x. we sce the blessing of a Gentile houscholder
dwelling in the land with Israel, hearing the same word,
recciving the same gift, and submitting to the same ordinance
as the saved of Israel; illustrating Num. ix. 14, last clause.

In chap. xii. we have the miraculous deliverance of the
Lord’s servant, the judgment of God upon the Edomite,
the hereditary enemy of Israel, illustrating Isaiah xxxiv. g,
and Ixiil. 4.

All these things show the pattern of the future millennial
kingdom, and Jesus was proclaimed as the King (Acts
ii. 30), the Lawgiver (chap. iii. 22, 23) and the Judge
(chap. x. 42), as in Isaiah xxxiii. 22.

Scripture nowhere indicates a further out-pouring of the
Spirit until after the final restoration of Israel to their
land and the Lord is dwelling “in the midst of them " as
stated in Joel ii. 27, then afterwards, ver. 28, the Spirit will
be pourcd upon all flesh, then Acts ii. 17, 18 will be fully
accomplished.

\We can say nothing as to the identity of the companies
named in the Revelation beyond the fact plainly revealed as
regards the great multitudes in chap. vii. g, that they came
out of the great tribulation, but whether preserved alive
through it or slain in it we do not know. It is betler
to say nothing than to propagate mere suppositions in
matters concerning the Word of God.

QuEsTiON NoO. 204.

D. W. 5., London. ¢ How is it that, although Christians in our day
almost everywhere receive Martt. xviii. 20—*¢ For where two or
three are gather together in My name, there am I in the midst of
them ’—as fulfilled every time they meet in, or unto, the Lord’s
Name, yet we never find the disciples, in New Testament times,
nor the Apostles themselves, ever looking for the Lord’s presence
after His ascension, at their meelings.  Assuredly, the Loid’s
promise holds good, Hlis words fail not, but how are they to be
interpreted ? It seeemis to me that this Scripture, perthaps more
than any other, requites to be *‘rightly divided.”

Christians generally make two mistakes as r(:gards Matt.
xviii. 20.

1st. This passage, and also Matt. xxviii. 20, is not a
promise, but a statement of fact; it is not, I will be with
you, but, I am.

2nd. The passages do not apply to the present time, for
the characteristic feature of the time is the Lord's adsence,
and belizvers to-day are not gathered to His Name.

This may seem startling, but Scripture proof is simple.

In 1 Cor. xi. to xiv. inclusive we have, by revelation from
the Lord to Paul, the order for the assembling together of
the saints among the Gentiles, the order for to-day. In
these Scriptures it is repeated seven times, * when ye come
together™ (chap. xi. 17, 18, 20, 33, 343 chap. xiv. 23, 26);
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it is never once said @ *‘when ye are gathered together,”
nor “1o0 His name.” .

The two are in contrast; to be ‘“gathered to His
Name " is a position of authority, as Matt. xviii. 18 shows;
to ‘“come together” to show the Lord's death is the
acknowledgment of His grace who has made us ‘‘ accepted
in the beloved " in the value of *‘the offering of His body
once.”

Matt. xviii. 20 has no reference whatever to the Lord's
table during His absence from the earth. Like the Lord’s
utterances in Matthew generally, its application is cither
to the time of His ministry on earth or to the time, after
the translation of the Church, which is His Body, at the
end of the age (Matt. xxviii. 20).

Jerusalem is the city which the Lord has chosen to place
““His Name there.” He chose it for His habitation, bLut
when the man of sin shall be “sitting in the temple of
God ” then “ Wheresoever two or three are gathered
to My Name, there am 1 in the midst of them.” These
will be “ days of the Son of Man,” His manifested presence
with His disciples at the end of the age (Luke xvii. 26),
before His manifestation to the world in judgment. It is
to the future *‘days of the Son of Man” at “the end of
the age ” that Matt. xviit. 20 and xx. 20 refer.
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JEWISH SIGNS.
“JEWISH IMPERIALISM.”

In the light of the Apocalypse and the Old Testament
prophecics these two words are wonderfully significant.
They point forward to events which are rapidly developing
before our eyes.  They are used by The Jewish 1orid as
the heading of its leading article (July 14th).  In that
article we read that

‘... The whole issue in all its manifold bearings is one of
Jewish Imperialism.

*¢ Shall we in the first instance simply look 1o home affairs? or shall
we devote our attention to matters of interest and importance abroad ?
or shall we, recognising that we are part and parcel of the Jewish body
politic throughout the world, take a bird's-eye view of the whole
situation, and act not as an isolated case Jdemands, but take weasures
according 10 the necds of the suffering and the misery of the larger
mass ? It is, in the lirst place, this tangible union, and in the second
place, the recognition that each Jewish community is but a section of
Jewry, which is the great and sclid foundation of the Zionist movement.
The measure pf its success is based upon the fact that its leaders
realised from the outset that they should act in such a spirit as shall
benefit the majority in such manner as the majority desire to be
benefited,

* Eloquent though the plea be that Wes'ward lics the path of
Juwish progress, the simple words of Dr. Friedlander, that the Jewish
prophets, who were the seers for all time and all nations, saw a vision
of human perfection that could be realised in the East, is an almost
complete answer from a Biblical people to the suggestions made by
Mr. Montefiore.  But npot only is this view, that in the *“moring
land”* of humanity the Jew should re-organise and re-establish himself
in order to develop himself to the highest capacity, in accord with
sentimental ideas and the keynote of Jewish imperialism, but it, too,
is true from the sheer practical side of daily life. . . .

** The point of success which imperial Jewish fecling desires 1o
atiain is u final settdement, an end to sujourning, and an end to
wandering.  This idea of the greater Jewry, an old idea revivified by
modern citcumstances and remuodelled by end of the century conditions,
i spreading and has spread throughont the world far quicker than does
the money of the Jewish Colonisation Association. .

¢ Certainly our people are in need of enlightenment and education,
hut befure this there must be an answer to their appeal for help 1o be
ficed from the oppressor’s hands.  No local view takes in this broad
issue and no isolated attempt could cffect the emancipation of our
people, and their emancipation should go before all things. The
Jewish Colonisation Association and its advocates, and all other
urganisations in our midst, strive to do good ; but uniil they recognise
that the Zionist movement is the imperial life-reflecling movement
amongst the Jews, until they see the paramount necessi'y of co-operation
with it in its endeavours to emancipate our peuple, until then we shall
be compelled to say, however Westward their position, and however
progressive they wnay be, they do not understand the old current that
is sweeping over modern Jewry.”

RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITIST SIGNS.
THE MODERN PULPIT.

Instead of giving this month a number of separate and
unconnected items showing the downward ciurse which
Congregations are taking: we feel it better to devote our
attention to the Sulpiz: and thus, not to give a variety of
signs, but to call special attention to the solemn fact that
the tendency of the teaching of the churches to-day is in
agreement with the teachings of the Spiritualists ; showing
ithat in the near future the two may easily become one, and
form part of the great religious confederacy which will be
specially characteristic of Antichrist.

Things to Come would indeed belie its title and be incom-
plete and unfaithful if it did not warn concerning those
things which are coming on the earth.

The Holy Ghost has given an epistle in two parts that
has special application for these last days.  In the 1st and
>nd Epistles to Timothy the word *““charge ™ occurs twelve
times. The Apostle, knowing, by the Holy Spirit, that
corruption of the truth would set in after his decease, lays a
solemn obligation upon all that would serve God faithfully
that they should “preach the Word.” There must be no
departure from it, no compromise respecting it. The token
of the last days being upon us would be this—*For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,”
Xc., and they therefore would select teachers to suit the
tastes and desires of the natural heart. The gospel that
man likes, makes much of his ability and his power to raise
himself. Ruin he will not hear of. Tell him that bya
process of evolution he can emerge into a superior being,
and the preacher that does this wili have the crowds to
follow, and command the funds to build imposing buildings
to support the delusion.

All such, both those who preach and those who hear, have
not formed a right conception of sin. God's verdict against
MAN has no weight with them—* By one man sin entered
into the world and death by siz, and so DEATH passed
upon all MEN, for that ALL have sinned ” (Rom. v. 12).
In the Gospel alone is the antidote revealed. It is not
man’s to provide. It is opposed to man’s thoughts. It is
the grace of God alone and nothingelse. The apostle sums
all up in a few words as to what those merit that preach
anything else—‘“though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you, let him be accursed ™
(Gal. i. 8).

One of the most glaring instances of the perversion of
the gospel may be found in two sermons recently preached
by Rev. R. J. Campbell, B.A., and published in the Union
Congregational Clurchk Magazine Queen’s Square, Brighton
(No. 1, Vol. 4, January 1899), from the text, * The word
was made flesh and diwelt among us" (John i. 14).

His first point is :—

S The principle of tice Incernation is present throughout the whole of
natwre,”

The rostrum, on which a basket of flowers stood, supplied
the illustration.

¢ The roil that has covered the roots has gone to build up the strue-
ture of the crganism itsell. We are Jooking at light and
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air, that in the process of the growth uf these flowers huve been concen-
trated, revealed.  The invisible has become visible. . LA
mysterious principle is here at work; it is the principle of the
Incarnation.”
IT 1S NOTHING OF THE SORT.

The flowers are assimilating 1o themselves that which is
natural to them, that which according to the creative wisdom
and power of God they st do to retain the life and beauty
which is theirs by nature. It is their habit. The Holy
Ghost's condemnation of such a declaration is to be found
in 1 Cor. it. 14: **But the natural man receiveth NOT
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him ; neither can he know them, Lecause they are
spiritually discerned.”

We give another extract :—

** But as ages grew we And that life itsell difterentiated and developed.
Sentient life appeared—thal is the life which fec/s—and suceeeding to
that there came the life which feels and v4duds. Man became a living
soul. In each of these advances we can discern the principle we have
been discussing, the Incarnation. They are u series of incarnations,
culminating in Him who was made in the image of God.”

Where do we find in God’s Word anything of this kind ?
To talk of man adzancing is to deny God’s revelation of him.

Of Israel that Word tells that in spite of all the advan-
tages of ‘“ the adoption, the glory, and the covenants” (Rom.
ix. 4) the advance they made was in the opposite direction to
that which this false teacher would maintain, for the Spirit's
charge against them is: ‘ For the name of God is blas-
phemed among the Gentiles through you” (Rom. ii. 24);
and of the other branch of humanity—the Gentiles—he
declares : ¢ being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart : who being pust fee/ing have given themselves
over unto laciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedi-
ness” (Eph. iv. 18, 19). It is an awful thing to set at
naught God’s Word in these things, and throw defiance
into His face by talking of advancement.

Here is another assertion :—

“In a manner the virgin birth at Bethlchem was anticipated by
all lofty and religious souls.  In the fulness of time the answer came ;
the Life was manifested, ard the world bas seen it. Mankind made a
fresh start from the bLirth of Christ.”

If this was anticipated, how is it that when He came ¢4
world knew Him not.

Again :—

*“Granted that there is a God at all, Ilis Incarnation is just what we
might expect. Itisa truth easy for the heart.”

The apostle declares ‘ Great is the mystery of godliness.
God manifest in the flesh.” This preacher flatly contradicts
him by declaring that it is * just what we might expect,”
and “ easy for the heart.” Either he is a deceiver, or he is
making the Lord Jesus one, of whom the contrary is testified,
“ He was in the world, and the world was made by Him,
and the world knew Him not” (John i. 10), and the eflect
upon men was not what this preacher declares. God
revealed, roused hatred instead of satisfying expectation—
“but now have they both seen and hated the Father ” (John
xXv. 24). ‘“ And this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil ” (John iii. 19).

We have no hesitation in bringing in the words uttered
by the Holy Spirit : *“Such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ,
and no marvel ; for Satan himself 1s transformed into an
angel of light” (2 Cor. xi. 13, 14). '

But there are further depths to be reached yet before we
have done with this preacher :—

* The Incarnation is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of sins and
the redemption of the human race.  Now, how shall we apply this
truth to ourselves in this Christmas season?  Frankly, 7 do not know—
my work ends at this point.”
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Here is a confession! T'hie One of whom he speaks and
whoni he sotreachcrously misrepresents had no uncertainty of
this kind :—* T he Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord " (Luke iv. 18, 19), and when the apostle
Paul received the Divine Commission it wasin these words:

“1 have appeared unto thee to make thee a witness and
a minister. . . . Delivering thee from the Gentiles,
unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to
wrn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith
that is in me” (Acis xxvi. 16, 17, 18).

Here was one who had his message, and never had to
stand helpless before his congregation and say ““ I'rankly, I
do not know.”

The extracts to follow are taken from a second sermon
by the same preacher, reported in Univn Congregational
Church Magazine, March, 1899, Vol. 1V. No. 3.

““We obiain a certain amount of strength and comfort from the
assurance that this world is Christ’s world ; that we are each of us
living with Christ's lile, dependent upon Christ’s personal power.  This
doctrine, too, introduces us to the truth of the larger significance of
Christ’s work in the world. *‘Never was he not,’ as Athanasius so
vehemently maintained. The Eternal Son of the Lternal Father was
present in the world before the Christian Era, was incarnate in humaan-
ity before the historic birth at Bethlehem.”

This, also, is teaching of the very worst kind, and contra-
dicts the direct testimony of the Lord, and also of his
Apostles. True, as Creator, it is His world in that sense;
but in a moral sense it is not. Scripture is unmistakably
plain on this point. Was it “ Christ’s world” when He said
to the religious part of it : ** Ye are from beneath; I am fromn
above. Ye are of this world, I am not of this world”
(John viii. 23). Those who would teach such doctrines
are enemies of the cross of Christ. The gospel is hidden
to their eyes. “ But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are being lost. In whom the

GOD OF THIS WORLD

hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God should shine unto them ” (2 Cor. iv. 3,4, R.V.). No-
thing is said in these verses about this ¢ present evil world ”
being ¢ Christ’s world,” and neither can it be till the fiery
trial of judgment is finished and that shout is given:
“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and of His Christ” (Rev. xi. 15).

*Our moral sense is jarred upon by much that we are unable tocure.
But what a difierence it makes to us to reflect that Christ 75 nature,
that the purposes we faintly discern there are Hlis purposes, &c. . . .
As creation proceeds Ile but expresses Himself. The life of God is no
impassive loncliness, but a life of relationships, so that we may even
say God is son, daughter, child, dependant. . Difficult as it
seems 10 us to realize it, we must recognise that God is father—
mother. The world knew little about true futherhood
before Chiist came. The Son came to tell us of the Father
and to redeem us to Himsell. Christ contains humanity, and repre-
sents it in the Godhead.”

We now proceed to prove the statement that we made
at the commencement of this paper, that this is the teaching
of Theosophy and Spiritism. It has also taken a prominent
place in the Women's Congress, as we shall show in our

next issue.

‘This is how Spiritists speak of the great mystery of the
Incarnation. It will be found to coincide with the teachings
of the Pulpit! Zigkt, in reviewing a Spiritist book, says
(April 22nd) :—

“Apurt from the personal life of Jesus, there are many suggestive
thoughts in this book eminenily deserving cof earnest consideration.
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Amongst these is the Incarnation of the Divine, not in Jesus only, but
in all the children of earth, making them truly Sons of God. If we
can but grasp this thoyght, then surely we have pained a power that
will transform and uplift the world, and enable us 1o realise a little
more clearly the possibility of a true brotherhood of the whole of
humanity. We welcome this newer thought, from whatever source it
comes, as a significant sign of a more spiritual conception of life now
dawning upon us.”

The Congregational preacher we are quoting, asserts that
mankind made a ‘fresh start at the birth of Christ,” and
that “ the Incarnation is God’s assurance of the forgiveness
of sins and the redemption of the human race.”

He will find a supporter of this doctrine in the Spiritist
teaching of ZLight, or perhaps it would be more correct to
say that the Spiritists are before him and he is but a

follower :—

““ The exact point at which Jesus had arrived at the time of [lis
martyrdom has not been definitely stated 5 but I judge that e was in
what Mr. Harris calls the * seventh round ’ of Adeptship, though the
consummation had not Leen reached, otherwise Ile could not have
been physically stain. It may be asked why the Arch-Adept of
Nazareth did not protect Himself. This opens a vast mystery, con-
cerning which I will only throw out the following suggestion: He
cou!d have put for'h llis adept power, consumed His enemies, and
reigned by force. But He acted as He knew was best for the human
race which He had come to save. e was rejected by most, and mis-
understood even by many who received Him.”— Ligks, April Sth, 1899.

The assertion of the Pulpit that the principle of Incarna-
tion Is throughout the whole of Nature until the life which
feels and thinks, when ‘“man became a living soul,” is
paralleled in the teaching of Spiritism. Witness the follow-
ing:—

*‘ To tura directly from the glorious vision of the Divine Sonship of
Humanity, as spirit begotten of the Spirit, to that heart-rending
revealment of the degradation of men and women, brings one face o
face with a contrast acute, terrible.  And yet if our faithin the ultimate
Jdestiny of man is to be held at all, it must be held in the full conscious-
ness of these terrible facts. . If we can face the fact of these
hundreds of lives sunk in degradation and still athrm, ¢ 1 believe that
the Divine nature is in man ; that God is the Father of these ; and that
their destiny and mineg is union with Him.
are in varyiog degrees manifestations of the Infinite Parent Spirit,’ that
is our starting point. When the Divine Breath descended
into flesh and entered into union with the psychic, man became a vast
capacity for God: for the Divine Parent imparted to humanity the
potentiality of will and capacity Lo choose, which involves the capability
of being filled with the fulness of the Divine Character.”—ZLighs, May
27th, 1899, p. 248).

Thisis Spiritistteaching up-to-date. \Where can any differ-
ence be discerned from the teaching promulgated in many
pulpits at the present time, notably from the one that is now
under notice?

The extract from the sermon giving this expression

“ Christ 75 nature, and that God is father, mother, &c.” is

in agreement with the piesent phase of Spiritism—we say .

present phase, because the ground is being constantly
shifted :—

‘‘In the word * Nature’ we find the clue which leads to the idea of
* The Motherhood of God’ . What if the profound Eastern
idea of the Motherhood of God, allied to our already fruitful idea of
Immanent (instead of the trancendent) God, should turn out to be the
practical emancipation of the Western mind . . introducing
it to a thought of God which will Lring Him absolutely near? "~ Liykt,
July, 1899, p. 518.

It might be thougbt that all this gasconade that goes
under the name of philosophy is not worth our attention.
Neither is it, but for the fact that it calls for special notice
just now, because this very preacher is taking a leading part
with others in promoting the effort to raise funds for a sort
of Congregational Cathedral at a cost of £ 70,000.

J" BOLD PROPOSAL OF BRIGHTON CONGREGATIONALISTS,

_ **The design far surpasses anything architectural that Nonconform-
ity has ever yet accomplished. A church with a lofty dome, towers
and slatues, a stately facade, rich in stained glass, in mosaics, and in
carving—it is, in short, a building of dignity and beauty. . ‘We
shall build if we can get the money,’ said Mr. Campbeli, ‘and I believe
we shall getit.” . , . _ In commending the scheme to his con-
gregation, Mr. Campbell said it wus generully agreed that Brighton

Allcreated things
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was the best preaching station in England for Nonconformists. Did
not the late Mr. Spurgeon suy 50 ?"'—Da.ly Masl, May 13th, 1899.

The reverend gentleman judiciously left out one thing.
Mr. Spurgeon never said that Brighton was the best preach-
ing station for Unitarian doctrine and Spiritist teaching ; he
referred to the ‘T'ruth that he, for so many years, faithfully
preached.

This thirst for popularity is affecting the pulpit in many
ways. There is a surrender of definite religious conviction
which begets a feeble kind of neutrality. Pulpits are thrown
open to preachers of this stamp by men who do not go to
these lengths ; and when a quiet protest is made, excuse is
put forward shewing a spirit of indifference that betrays a
want of real and serious conviction. Itis no justification to
reply that such men are ““living very near to God.” Our
manifestation ot the true life will be in proportion to our
valuation of the Word of God. *‘ He that hath my word,
let him speak my word faithfully. \What is the chaf to the
wheat ? saith the Lord"” (Jer. xxiii. 28).
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REFERKING to the announcement in our August number,
we are glad to be able to state that copies of

VOLS. 1. and 11
are promised for delivery Ly November next. Tt will
readily be understood that the quantities being small we
shall be obliged to charge a special price, v7z.: 3s. 6d.

We may also state here that through a mistake the Vols.
have hitherto been charged at 2s., instead of 2s. 6d. as
other similar mazagines. In future the price of all the
bound vols. will be charged 2s. 6d. nctt (with the exception
of Vols. I. and 1I).

We hope our readers are pleased with the improved paper
on which the New Volume is being printed.
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Things tv Come—E. J. (per Stoneman), 2/-,
A friend, 3/ o 5 o
Evangelical Mission to Israel—
(D. C. Joseph’s Work in Mount Carmel)
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J. A, £12 2s. 6d,, and the Misses G, £5 17 2 6
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“THINGS TO COME"” REPRINTS.

AT the request of several friends we propose to publish
in a separate form, articles which appear from time to time
1n our pages.

We are commencing with

“The Guilty by no means cleared” (May Number)
1d. each.

“ Made Meet” (June Number) 1d. each.

“Santification ” (July Number) 1d. each.

“ Where to Worship "’ (August Number) 1d. each.

They will be in envelope size,’and sold by

ALrrRED HoOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Row.

“THE DAWN OF HOPE.

Under this title the St. Giles’ Christian Mission has pub-
lished the 39th Annual Report of its deeply interesting
work. The evangelistic spirit characterises it all and makes
its presence felt.  Contributions may be sent to NMr. V.
WHEATLEY, 4 Ampton Street, W.C,
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THE ROYAL ROAD TO HOLINESS.
M AN is by his fallen nature selfish ; and therefore is
necessarily prone to be occupied *with himself.
And even Christians, who possess a New nature, are not
free from this ever present temptation.

This is bad enough in itself and in its results ; but, when
it is substituted for occupation with Christ, then a double
evil result follows:—the true way is forsaken, and peace is
lost ; the false way is taken, and misery is found.

The soul is deceived, because Christ is not altogether
left out. He is brought in, but mixed up with self; and
is thus dishonoured instead of glorified. He is not put
first. It is “Self and Co.,” and Self has got to do
something, to ‘““surrender ¥ and ““yield”; or else Christ is
powerless to help. So that Christ is helpless until
Almighty Self makes it possible for Christ to do anything.

Do we wonder that this new-fashioned theology fails to
accomplish the object aimed at? Are we surprised to
find that this ““ Gospel of Surrender,” which comes to us
New from the West, fails to produce the solid Christianity
and holy living which the Old Gospel (which came to us
from the Last) has produced all through the ages? Ought
not its very newness to have put Christians on their guard,
and made them look with suspicion upon it?

Do they not see, now, that it is a failure? It is no
Royal Road to holiness of life.

Like all human remedies ‘‘ the dose has to be repeated”
again and again, and even then brings no cure for the real
evil, no relief from the conflict between the two Natures.

We have met with many who have been brought low by
the use of these new-fashioned medicines, which are so
widely advertised in the present day. For, while the
remedies are used in vain, the disease continues togrowapace.

There is only one remedy; only one way; only one
Royal Road.

But this is a very old Road: “the old paths,” God
calls it. Oh that we may succeed in leading some to
seek for these “old paths,” the path of peace and rest,
the path of righteousness and true holiness.

In our last issue we pointed out this Royal Road ; and
showed that the secret lay in the utter rejection and
obliteration of Self in all its ten thousand subtle forms,
and the occupation of the heart wholly with God and
His Christ.

This is no new rcmedy for the inhcrent evil ten-
dencies of human nature. It is as old as the Word
of God itself.
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“They looked unto him and were lightened,” is the
description of those who use the remedy which God
Himself has provided and pointed out (Ps. xxxiv. 5).
And in the same Book of Psalms He has given us two
““Cases " of those who tried other remedies.

These *“ cases ™ are given to us in two Psalms of Asaph.
He was the one who went wrong in this matter. Ide
forsook the fountain of living water, and hewed him out
cisterns of his own devising ; and the end of it is told for
our warning. The new remedies nearly killed him. He
tried two of them; and the sccond after he had proved
the failure of the first! “ So foolish was I (he said), and
ignorant.” It is the same to-day, and will be to the end.

Let us turn aside and read the Divine account of these
two ‘“cases.” The first is given us in

Vol. VI. 4.

PsaLnm lxxvii.
Here the soul looks within, as thousands are exhorted to
do to-day. Asaph engages in a course of Introspection.
See how thoroughly he did it :

1. I cried unto God with my voice,
Even unto God with my voice ;
And He gave ear unto me.
In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord :
My sore ran in the night, and ceased not :
My soul refused to be comforted.
I remembered God, and was troubled :
I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed,
4. Thou holdest mine eyes waking :
I am so troubled that I cannot speak. . . .
6. I call to remembrance my song in the night :
I commune with mine own heart:
And my spirit made diligent search.

(&

(V2]

Seclah.

What could be the effect of this self-examination but
misery ? And so it was. For he goes on to ask :

7.  Will the Lord cast off for ever ¢
And will e be favourable no more?
8. Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for evermorc?
9. 1lath Gob forgotten to Le gracious?
Hath lle in anger shut up His tender mercies?  Sclah.

Here is a ‘“ Selah,” calling our attention to the break,
and pointing us to the misery resulting from beholding one’s
own self, and from self-occupation. Well does it say ¢ Selah.”
We have seen the cause for this lamentable. condition of
things. Now, what is to be its prevention and its cure?
The next verse tells us:

And I said, This is my infirmity.

But T will remember the years of the right hand of the
most High,

I will remember the work of Jehovah.

Surcly I will remember thy wonders of old.

I will meditate also of all thy work,

Aund talk of thy doings.

Thy way, O God, is in the SANCTUARY :

Who is so great a Gob as our God ?



Thou art the God that doeth wonders :
Thou hast declared thy strength among the peoples.
Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy People,
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. Sclah.

Here is another “Selah” pointing us to the Royal
Road to peace and happiness. Misery was the result of
his Introspection : and it must ever be so. For what is
there within any of us to cause us the slightest satisfaction,
except what God has done? ‘¢ His workmanship” (Eph.
ii. 10). ‘“His new creation work ” (2 Cor, v. 17).

Here, then, is the description of the first *‘ case.” We
see the nature of the complaint: the effect of the wrong
remedy; the miserable result; and the true rccovery.

The sccond ““case” is furnished by the same Asaph in
Psarm Ixxiii.
Here, it is not introspection; not looking within, but
looking around. Looking, not at self, but at others.
Occupied, not with that which produces misery, but with
that which produces distraction.  The Psalm begins
1. Truly God is good to Israel.
Even to such as are of & clean heart.

Now sce what the effect of this is. Asaph is looking
away from himself, it is true. The inevitable result of
looking at others, and especially at others who seem to be
“more advanced,” is to bring us back to ourselves and to
reasonings about ourselves :

2. But as for me, my feet were almost gone;
My steps had well nigh slipped.
For I was envious at the foolish,
When I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
4. For there are no bands in their death:
But thelr strength is firm.
5. They are not in trouble as other men ;
Neither are they plagued like other men. . . .
7. Their eyes stand out with fatness:
They have more than heart could wish. . . .
12. Behold, these are the ungodly,
Who prosper in the world ;
They increase in riches.
What is the natural result of this occupation? He looks
around and sees the righteous suffering, and the ungodly
prospering. He sees the (apparently) needed one taken,
and the useless, helpless one left.  Naturally
distracted! and he exhibits this result of his mistaken
occupation :
13.  Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain,
And washed my hands in innocency.
For all the day long have I been plagued,
And chastened every morning.
15. If Isay, I will speak thus:
Behold I should offend the generation of thy children.
Now comes the turning-point, which brings him back.into
the Royal Road.
16.
17.

]

When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me ;
Unuil I went into the SANCTUARY of Gobn;
Then understood I theirend. . . .
21. Thus my heart was grieved,
And I was pricked in my reins.
So foolish was I, and ignorant
I was as a beast before thee.

Now we come out into the light. In the *“ Sanctuary,”
all is made clear (as was in the former case, in Ps. Ixxvii. 13).
The presence of God sets all right.  Tooking unto Him he

(3]
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is “lightened.”  Now he gives up all other occupation and
bcholds only God.  Hence he is able to say :

23.  Nevertheless T am continually with thee s
Thou hast holden e by my right hand,
24. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,
And afterwards reccive me 0 glory..
25, Whom have I in heaven but Thee ?
And there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee.
26, My flesh and my heart faileth :

But God is the strength of my heart, and my portion or
ever . . . *

Here is a blessed height to reach. We have seen the
steps by which it is approached. And, having reached
this Royal Road he travels on to the end ; and tells us of
his blessed and happy expericnces, which he sums up in
these words :

28. Itis good for me to draw near to God ¢

I have put my trust in the Lord GOD (Adonai Jehovah),
That I may declare all Thy works.”

Here, then, is the end of the whole matter. And it is
nothing in himself or others—only God Himself and what
He hath done. We need only add the one great lesson,
and set up this sign or guide-post, which points out the
way to the Royal Road, and say:

If you want to be miscrable,
Look within.

If you want to be distracted,
Look around.

If you want to be happy,
l.ook UI!
Occupy your heart with God, and with the sfanding He
has given you in Christ, and we do not hesitate to say that
your * walk " will take care of itself. In.other words, God’s

. remedy isa specific, which will accomplish a certain cure;

he gets .

while man’s nostrum will and must assuredly fail.
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THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS,.
1. 7ts Structure and Scope.
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By THE REvV, Dr. BULLINGER.

\Mu now come to the second part of the great Text-

book of the Holy Spint, which is His special
instruction for the churches, and His special lessons written,
not only for them (like all other Scriptures) but adous them.

As in Romans we get all the truth concerning the stand-

| ing of the sinner in Christ as having died and risen with

Him, so, now, we are taken on to a further stage of direct,
positive doctrinal teaching, showing how the sinner not
only died and rose again in Christ, but is now, in God's
sight and purpose, seased in Christ in the heavenlies.,

But, before we take up its special teaching, as shown by
its structure and its scope, we must first notice a remark-
able circumstance connected with its title.
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The facts are as follows : —

1. The titles of the books of the New Testament are
the subject of such variations in the ancient manuscripts
that they cannot be regarded as fixed, or altogether
genuine.

2. The Revised Version puts the following note in
the margin against the woids ‘‘at Ephesus,” in verse
1@ ““Some very ancient authorities omit *a¢ Lplesus.’”

3. Amongtheseauthoritesare Band 8 7.e.,the Vatican
and Sinaitic, two of the most ancient manuscripts. The
words, ‘‘at Ephesus,” however, are written in the margin
by a later band. And a corrector of the Cursive MS.,

THONCS T CudlE.

known as No. 67, has marked the words, in that MS,, as |

suspicious.

4. ORIGEN (who died 253 A.1D.) wrote a commentary
on this Epistle, and it is certain that the words “at
Ephesus ” were not in the MS. he had before him.

5. The same may be said of BasiL (who died 379
A.D.) See Contra Eun. 11, 19.

6. MarcioN, an early Christian writer,
that this epistle was written to the Laodiceans.

7. The explanation of all this, probably, is that
the epistle was ZEncyclical, and that the space now
occupied by the words év "Edéoy (en Eplesc) at Ephiesus,
was originally left blank, so that the name of the various
churches to which it was sent could be filled in.

S. It is certain from Col, iv. 16, that Paul 4rd write
an Epistle to the Laodiceans : therefore, either an epistle
has been lost, or this is the one so written. We prefer
to believe that the latter is the case.

The Epistle to the Colossians appears to have been a
similar epistie, to be sent round and read by other churches.
Yor Col. iv. 16 says: “And when this epistle has been read
among you, cause that it be read in the church of the
laodiceans also, and that ye likewise read the epistle from
Laodicea,”” This latter would be the epistle now known
by us as addressed ‘“to the Ephesians,” which, being
Encyclical, would reach the Colossians * from Laodicea.”

The interest of all this to us is—(1) no epistle has been
lost! and (2) that this epistle to the Saints “at Ephesus” was
addressed to them, but was addressed also to other churches
as well, besides Ephesus, and therefore in a very special
manner to us, though we shall continue to speak of it as,
and to call it, “ the Epistle to the Ephesians.”

It comes to us therefore as the second great Text-Book
of Church Doctrine, and cannot be understood until we
have mastered the lessons taught us in the Epistle to the
Romans. It follows that Epistle, and carries on its teaching.

Romans ends with a reference to the revelation of the
mystery. Lphesians takesupthat subjectand unfolds it tous.
The Doctrinal portion of Romans ends with the eighth chap-
ter, and that chapter is the foundation on which the Ephesian
truth is built. It is more like a treatise than an epistle.

The scope of the cpistle will be scen from its structure :—

EPHESIANS AS A WHOLE,
Epistolary. Salutation.

believed

Alig, 2
B | i. 3-iii. 21, Doctrinal, as to our standing.
B | iv.vic 2o, Doctrinal, as to our state,

A | vi. 21-24.  lipistolary.. Salutation.

)

Irom this it will be seen how large a portion—nearly the
whole—is occupied with doctrine; one half as it concerns
our standing, and the other half as it affects our state ; thus
showing that sound doctrine is the foundation and source
of correct practice ; while true practice is the outcome of
sound doctrine,

The key to the whole epistle is contained in its opening
words (as we saw was the case with Galatians). ‘“ Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
Llessed us with every spiritual blessing, in the heavenlies,
in Christ ;" or, ‘“heavenly places,” as in the A.V,and R.V.

The sphere of these blessings, therefore, is heavenly, for
they are “in Christ.” He has entered into ‘ heavenly
places,” and we are there in Him; for God ‘“when we
were dead in sins, quickened us together with Christ, and
hath raised us up together, and made us sit down together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (ii. 5, 6).

So that we have here, as the scope of the epistle, a dis-
tinct advance on the teaching of the Epistle to the Romans.

But we must show the structure of some of these larger
and more important members, in order to see the special
points to which our attention is directed thereby.

Tur Expansion or “B" (1. 3—iil. 21).
Doctrinal.
¢ |i. 3-14. The Purrose of God (i. 9) in

i Himself (i. 9) concerning Christ Personal.
: “ The Mystery of God.”
| d |i. 15-23. PRAYER to “the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ,” as to ““¢.”
b | ii. OurseLves. The object of
these purposes and these prayers,
a | ¢ |iii. 1-13. The Purrose of God in Christ
(iii. 11) concerning Christ Mystical, ¢ The
Mystery of Christ” (iii. 4).
4

iii. 14-21.  PravER to ‘“the Tather
of our Lord Jesus Christ 7 as to ““ ¢.”

o

Here we have three great members ‘“a,” *‘b,” and “a.”
In “a”and “a” we have that which relates to God ; in
“b " that which relates to ourselves.

In the frs¢ member, “a” (i. 3-23), we have the purpose
of God which He hath purposed in Himself concerning
Christ Personal, and all that He has made Christ to be
unto His People.

In the third, “a" (iil. 1-21), we have the same purposc
revealed concerning the Christ Mystical, and what God
has made His People to be in Him.

Thus in these two members we have the expansion of the
opening words in i. 3.

Then in the second and fourth members (*d” and “4")
we have two prayers. The first prayer (i. 15-23) is based
on and refers to what goes before—-the purpose of God, and
what He has made Christ to be unto us : while the second
prayer (iii. 14-21) is based on and refers to the Revelation of
the Mystery, and what we are made to be in Christ.

A comparison of these two prayers will show this, as we
shall see later. But note, now, that, in between these
purposes and these prayers, right in the centre of all these
Llessings, we have ourseloes described, who are the objects of
both, and the recipients of all this wondrous grace.
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We are desenibed inour gass and in our present condition,
individually and collectively :
THe LExpansioNn or ““b” (chapter n).

L ¢ it 1-3. Past.

g | 4, 5. Quickened.
' h | -5. DBy Grace.
) ISP
f]a-10. Presente & 160 " Raised and Seated.
% | 8-10. By Grace.
¢| r1, 12, Past.
i | 13. Nearness in Christ.
i o . k | 14-17. Results,
‘ J | 1322, DPresent. 7 | 18.  Access through Christ,
: /| S-22. Results.

This expansion shows the wondrous workmanship (ii. 10)
put forth in us and upon us, in God’s purpose, and by God's
arace.

We must, however, return now, to see whatthat “ Purpose”
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is: though we can do no more than point out the scope of

the member which sets it forth.
To go fully into all the words would be nothing less than a
commentary. The scope is seen from the structure.
ExpaNsioN orF “c” (i. 3—14).
The DPurpose of God in Himself.

2 g'l 3 Buressings. Exalation. “AlL”
h* | 4. Purposk.  * According as he hath
chosen us.”
g* | 5-. BLESSING. DPredestination.  Sonship.
h* | -5-8. Purrose. “ According to the good
pleasure of his will.”
g’ l o-. BLESSING. Revelation.  Making known
! His secret counsels.
h?| -9, 10. PURPOSE. *‘According to his good
pleasure.”
g4 ! 11-. BLEssinG, Predestination. Inheritance.
h*| -11-14. Purrose. “ According to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will.”

From this it will be seen that the foundation of all bless-
ing is in “the purpose of God” Himself.
on our part hindered its outflow, and no merit on our part
called it forth. The will of God is the source of all our
blessing. The work of Christ is the channel of it.
the witness of the Holy Ghost is the power of it.  (Heb. x.
RED I5)‘

There is no reason for our blessing except in the spon-

No sinfulness

And ;

i
'
{
'

!
[

. heavenly places in Christ.

OCroBRI.

men and communicated to them the mystery of his will: "
1., his sceret plan of campaign, which no one knew but
himself.

This expression is very interesting ; not only because of
the word secret, but because of the word used for ““will.”
It is not the saine word as in Eph. i. 9. Both words mean
will : the one 7o will or determine ; the other fo will or desire.

With Nebuchodonosor it was what he willed, because he had
determined to doit (it may be hehad nochoice): while with God
(Eph. i. 9) it means that He willed it because he desized it.

In both cases it means® secret purpose or counsel.

This is what God is making known in this Epistle to the
Ephesians. Romans was concerning the knowledge of A7axn

. and how he is justified. Ephesians is concerning the know-

ledge of God and what He has done, in blessing, for those
whom He has justified.

This purpose (in chapter i.) is seen to be concerning
Christ. All the blessings are in Christ (“‘g'"1i. 3). We
are * predestinated unto sonship through Jesus Christ to
Himself (“g?” i. 5). This secret counsel is concerning
Christ (““g*" i. 9) given to the church and made the Head
over all things—all things being headed-up in Him.

Hence the prayer which follows (*‘*d”i. 15-23) is that
we may have given unto us “ the spirit of wisdom and reve-
lation in the knowledge of HIM,” and of *“HIS calling,”
and of ¢ HIS inheritance in the saints,” and of ** HIS power
to us-ward who believe.

Having entered the school of Grace where the Holy
Spirit is the teacher, the first lesson we have to learn is
about ourselves, in the Epistle to the Romans. We are
reproved and corrected as to this great lesson (in Corinth-
ians and Galatians) until we have thoroughly mastered it.

Then we are moved up into a higher class; and our first
lesson here is to learn God, and to have spiritual wisdom
imparted to us. Having been taught that we died and have
risen in and with Christ ; and learned, not merely how He was
substituted for us, but how we are identified with Him, we are
then prepared to learn how God has not only raised us up
together with Him, but made us sit together in Him in
The first part of this *pur-

© pose” (““c”i. 3-14)is what He has made Christ to be unto

us. While the second part of it (“‘¢” iii. 1-13) is what He

' has made us to be in Christ.
|

taneous, free, eternal, everlasting, inexhaustible grace of |

God. It is this side of it which is further brought out in
chapter ii. in connection with ourselves ; but here (in chap-
ter i.) it is God's side which is presented to us: and His
“ eternal purpose which He has purposed in Christ.” Itis
the mystery (or secret) of His will” (i. g) which is here
made known.

This is a peculiar expression ; and, with the word pvomjpuwor
(snystecrion) untranslated, it conveys little or no sense. The
word translated (or rather transliterated) * mystery " means
@ sceret.®  We have a very similar expression in Judithii. 2,
where Ncebuchodonosor, when about to sct out on a great
campaign, “*called together all his servants and all his grem

"o See /A;—;‘.I)II;, l»yﬁr— ‘B_ullingcr, price sixpence,

|
|

!
l

In the real Divine order, of course, and as regards God,
Ephesians comes before Romans: for it records God's
cternal purpose “before the foundation of the world” (i. 4).
But, as regards ourselves, in point of order and apprehension,
Romans comes first. We approach these great truths from
our own standpoint and must learn the lessons taught in
Romans before we can understand the truths revealed in
I'phesians. t

* By the figure Aypallage. Sce Figures of Speeck, by the same
author. DPage 535.

t Just as with the great offerings in Leviticus. The Revelation
begins, from God’s side, with the burnt offering.  But we begin, in our
experience, with the sin offering, and learn their truths in the reverse
order.

So also with the Zulkernacle; God, in describing its construction,

* commences with the ** Ark of the Covenant,” and praceeds outward to
* the **Court” (Exodus xxv.-xavii.): but, it is through the ** Court

that the worshippers enter, and learn the lessons, and all the bLlessed
truths which :re to be taught within.
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We cannot hold ournelves responsible for every expression of the rexpective
rpeakers. Many things with which we may not wholly ngree ure insertod un being
vither augprestive or worthy of considerntion,

THE ‘“CROWN RIGHTS” OF THE LORD
JESUS.

By MR. ALEXANDER STEWART.
(At the Aberdeen Conference, April 1895).

IF you had never scen a New Testament before (put
yourself in the position of not having seen one) and
one were handed to you, and you thought, to begin
with, that it was a document of importance, you would open
it, and you would carefully study the very first words of the
book, would you not? Well, the very first words of the
New Testament are those to which I wish you to turn, the
Gospel of Matthew (and I will say by the way, that not
only in this gospel, but with regard to every book of Holy
Scripture, it is of great moment that we should pay atten-
tion to the opening words). This is how the gospel of
Matthew (and, of course, the New Testament) opens * The
book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the Son of Abraham”—the dook and the person. God’s
revelation is a ¢ Book.” It was said to Moses, *“ Write in
a book.” It was said to John, “ The things that thou
seest, write in a book.” What is characteristic of all the
books of God is this, that their subject, their one main
theme is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘Lo I
come,” He said, “in the volume of the book it is written
of me,” the ook of the person. May we enquire who is
this person? In Matt.i. 1 we find two particulars con-
cerning the person of whom the book is written. Heis
“The Son of David "—* The Son of Abraham.” We want
to know who was Abraham? Well, he was the progenitor
of that People we call “the Jews.” It would be more
appropriate, perhaps, to call them ¢ Israel,” or ‘ the nation
of Israel.” At any rate, when God called Abram, that
people was in him, and it is from that people that the Lord
Jesus has sprung. He is “The Son of Abraham,” the
progenitor of the Jews.

Well, what about the Jews? We have been hearing that
they are a monumental nation.
the burning bush. That symbol belongs to the nation of
the Jews. That is the bush that burns and cannot be
consumed. It has been burning for more than 2,000
years. Even in these days, in Russia at this moment, the
fire is very hot, but the Jew is made of a material like
asbestos, he cannot be burned up. You can no more
destroy the Jew by persecution, than Nebuchadnezzar
could destroy the three Hebrew children by casting them
into the furnace of fire.

But then the Lord Jesus came of a special family in
Israel ; and the stream is narrowed when the second person
is named. He was *“the Son of David” as well as * the
Son of Abraham,” that is to say, He came in the royal line.
l.ook at the second chapter. ‘Now when Jesus was born
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in Bethlehem of Judaa, in the days of Herod the king.”

You sce we are in a regal atmosphere.
right king, and had no business to be thcre.

Herod was not the |

“ Behold . unlike. So they said, We must have a king, and we will

i again he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.”

41
there came wise men from the LEast to Jerusalem, saying,
Where is He that is born king of the Jews? We have seen
His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.
When Herod had heard these things, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him.” Now just fasten your mind on
that for a moment. Our Lord Jesus Christ was born into
this world @ A%7ug, and He was born “ King of the Jews.”
Then the question arises ? What are the ‘‘crown-rights " of
this personage who is born king of the Jews? Heis a
King, and when I say “ crown-rights,” I am saying a word
that was well known in Scotland at one time. We are not
talking this morning about the Lord Jesus Christ as head
of the Church which i1s His body. As head of the Church
He is the heavenly master of the individuals which com-
pose the Church. But He, as King, is “King of the
Jews,” and ultimately the King of all the nations of the
earth. These are His crown rights. Now we will go to
scripture—Isaiah ix. 6, ¢ Unto us a child is born ... . ."
etc., also verse 7. Now we will gotothe New Testament—
Luke i. 31-33. *“Thou shalt . . . bring forth a son, and
shalt call His name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall
be called the Son of the Highest : and the Lord God shall
give unto Him the throne of His father David. And He
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His
kingdom there shall be no end.” Has that promise been
fulfilled and made good? Not yet. Will it be made good ?
O yes. How do I know that it has not been made good?
How do I know that the Lord Jesus Christ is not on the
throne of David this morning? As a help to this con-
clusion will you read a verse in the Revelation, and when
you are reading this book, read closely, for the scripture is
such an accurate book. Itis a very exact book in itself;
but it is often very dinexactly quoted. Here is a man
preaching the gospel, and he says, “ Except a man be born
On the
instructed ear it jars. You say that is a passage in the
gospel of John, and it is utterly impossible it should be
written ‘“‘the kingdom of heaven.” Here is a man who
prays that God might sanctify him—body, soul, and spirit.
You say there is a hitch here—that is not what God says.
He says, ¢ Spirit, soul, and body.” What is the difference?
Just this, God begins with the spirit of 2 man and works
out, and man begins outside and tries to work in. Iam
just saying that by the way, in order that we may see the
Word of God in its exactitude. Well now, in Revelation
iii. 21 there are two thrones—there is the throne of the
Father, and there is the throne of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Where is He sitting just now? He is sitting on His
Father's throne, and He is waiting for the time when He
will sit on His own throne. And that is of immense

. 4t . importance to believers, because when He reigns you are to
They find their symbol in . 4 : grsy

reign with Him. He is sitting on His Father’s throne at
His Father’s right hand till the time comes to take His own
throne, which is the throne of David. And the subjects of
His sceptre in that day are that Israel nation. God teaches
us much by the way of type and illustration. Doctrinal
things become very clear when illustrated by the types
in the Old Testament, and just as He is going to
get the throne of His Father David, David is mentioned
and his history is a type of great David's greatest servant
David.

You know before you get to the first book of Samuel
you do not get such a thing as ““a king” in Israel at all.
They had a great deliverer in Moses ; a great general in
Joshua ; they had judges raised up; they had Samuel the
prophet ; but as yet they had **no king.” They wanted a
king. What did they want Him for? That they might be
like the other nations that God had intended them to be
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tell you what kind of a king we want. They were very
explicit on that matter. They wanted one to judge them
like the other nations, one who would go at their head and
fight their battles. God said to Samuel, “ They have not
rejected you, they have rejected me. I brought them
through the Red Sea and through the wilderness, and 1
planted them in the land, and cleared their enemies out
before them. I have upheld them every day since then.
What does this amount to? It means that they rejected
the God that they could not see for a man they could see,
and who would go and fight their battles. Saul was a
goodly man. He made a fair show in the flesh. He was
a strong, handsome man. *“God gave them a king in His
wrath.” That king had to be set up and tested, and fail,
and go down, before God brought forward the true King—
David, And so we know that before Christ, must come
the Anti-christ. Anti-christ must come before Christ, in
one sense, as Saul came before David. But then Saul was
of no use. He was good to look at; but when you wanted
Philistines slain, you must have David, that youth, with
sling and stone. After Saul had failed God brought him
forward, the man after His own heart (s.e., his own cAoice)
David.

There are three points in the life of David. Turn to the
1st Book of Samuel xvi. chapter, “and the Lord saith unto
Samuel, how long wilt thou mourn for Saul . . . . .. s
You know how the sons of Jesse were made to pass before
Samuel, and how the question at last was asked, * Are here
all thy children,” and they answered, *‘ there remaineth yet
the youngest, and behold he keepeth the sheep.” David
was of no account. You know how he was brought in,
and Samuel was told to anoint him. This is a type of the
Lord Jesus Christ, humble, despised, and anointed of the
Holy Ghost—God's king whom he is surely going to set up
on His Holy hill of Zion. Yes, David was God’s anointed.
But Saul was on the throne, and David had a good deal to
pass through before he came to it. So you find in the
22nd chapter the state of things is this, * David therefore
departed thence”...... (read on to end of verse 2). Now
just think of the situation—Saul is on the throne, and the
multitude are with Saul. David is in the cave, and he has
got those discontented people gathered all round about
him—a small company they are. You see it is not very
difficult to read that type, because just at this very moment
it is not the Lord Jesus who is swaying the heart of the
multitudes of the men of this world. It is another power,
and the Lord Jesus at this very moment is the rejected
Christ of God. Many Christians need to be taught that,
that the Church of God is built on a rejected stone, and if
the Church of God had been faithful to the Lord Jesus
Christ it could never have forgotten that for one moment.
Now the great thing in this present time is personal loyalty
to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is just like the state of things
in Scotland 150 years ago, when King George was reigning.
They used to pass the glass over the water-bottle, that
meant that they were toasting the king over the water.
Yonder he was in France, and when he landed and set up
his standard on the braes of Mar, those people came crowd-
ing round because they believed he was the rightful king.
What Christians are to do in the present day is not to go to
the multitude. They say misery makes us acquainted with
strange bed-fellows. Perhaps it does—I am pretty sure it
does, and very often a real Christian will find himself
not in very good society if he is going to company
with David and David’s men, you may be very sure about
that.

Well it did not last, and so you come on to the znd
book of Samuel vi 1, 2. “ Thou shalt feed
my people Israel,” etc.  Now he is coming to his kingdom,

and you will find at the beginning of that kingdom David
still had war, and it was only when Solomon came to the
throne that there was rest, and peace, and blessedness over
all the land. Therefore it takes the combined type of Saul,
David, and Solomon, to illustrate the introduction of the
millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. And that reign
answers exactly to the double type of David and Solomon,
because when it begins, it begins in judgment, and the
Lord is a man of war. But by and by, as you pursue it in
scripture you find His enemies are subdued under Him, and
then the glory of the Lord. is seen by all, and the blessedness
that you read of in the 72nd Psalm takes its place when
He comes back. Remember we are not talking about the
Church, we are talking about the Jews. When He comes
back and takes the throne, He must have a people to rule
over—that is the reason why the Jew cannot be obliterated.
If the Jew, by persecution, by shedding his blood, and
putting him to death could be blotted out, then there
would be no house of Israel to reign over when the Lord
Jesus Christ comes back. But God has preserved the
people, and He knows where they are in all their scat-
terings—** He that scattered Israel will gather him.” There
is nothing more certain than that, that God will bring that
people into their own land together again, a people for a
possession of the Loid Jesus Christ over whom He will
reign.

Now, what I want to turn you to is Ezekiel xxxvi. za.
“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord God ; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel,
but for my holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned
among the heathen whither ye went, and I will sanctify my
great name which was profaned among the heathen.”
Here is a promise. Now spiritualise that : itis a very hard
thing for the man who tries to do it. The people of the
land—the scattered people, God will bring them and
He will plant them in their own land. What then?
This perhaps is a passage that has been a little too
much overlooked. This is a passage that Nicodemus in
the 3rd of John ought to have known, “I will sprinkle
clean water upon you and ye shall be clean, etc.......... I
will be your God.” Then xxxvii. 21, I willtake the children
of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone,
and will gather them on every side, and bring them unto their
own land.” That is to say, they will not only be a
nationally gathered people, but they will be a spiritually
renewed people—a born-again people—that is what
Nicodemus ought to have known. He should have under-
stood that even for a Jew to get into the kingdom of God,
he needed to be born again, born of spiritual water, even
the Holy Spirit of God. They, when they come, and like
Thomas look on the Lord Jesus, shall be born-again.
Their filthiness will pass from them, and they will come
into that kingdom a spiritual people over whom the Lord
Jesus Christ will reign. This is a subject that is too little
dwelt upon. It is not merely the Lord Jesus Christ coming
back personally to reign over the Jews nationally ; but that
there is a mighty effusion of the Holy Ghost when the
Lord Jesus Chnst comes back. There is to be great
spiritual blessing, for the earth is to be filled in that blessed
spiritual sense with a people that belong to God. Well
may we say, * Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who only doeth wondrous things, and blessed be His
glorious name for ever,” etc. Read that Psalm when you
get home. Carry the thought in your, mind of the Lord
Jesus Christ reigning over that blessed people. Remember
it goes to the ends of the earth, and remember his
assistants in the judgment are the people who have
come to Him during this time when He is in the cave of
Adullam.
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THE APOSTOLIC MINISTRY.
TWO LETTERS.
No. 1.

“Y HAVE read with great interest the article on Paul's
ministry. I had no idea his defalcation dated so
far back as I now see it does. I had always put the
beginning of it in Acts xxi. 4, where the Spirit said he
should not go up, etc. 1 see now it really began at
Jerusalem, and we find the reason of it in Gal. ii
“lest I had run s# vain,” afalling away from the certainty—
the faith towards God in Gal. i. 16, 17. How careful we
should be, who have had these examples revealed to us.
Oh, that we may walk in purity and humility. I would lay
before you one point that I think you have overlooked.
Paul's purification. In Acts xxiv. 11 he says it is only
twelve days since he went up to Jerusalem. If you count
the days you will find that he entered the temple the day
after his interview with the elders—the day on which the

riot occurred. The “seven days being almost ended,” :

evidently alludes to the men who had the vow on them.
The day ending in the evening.
“T will first put them out for you, as it will save you trouble.

Days
1. Arrival Acts xx1. 19
1. With elders " 18
1. Entered temple " 26
Riot e " 27
1. Day after not—bcfore Counc:l | ) e
Night the LORD appeared Acts xxil. 30
1. Conspiracy .. " 12
Night-journey to Antnpatrxs " 31
1. Arrival at Cesarxza ” 33
5. After 5 days Acts xxiv. 1
1. Day of trial " 3
12,

“ Thus showing that Paul must have entered the temple
as purified the 3rd day after his arrival in Jerusalem. 1
think this teaches an important lesson.

“This, however, by the way. What I most want to lay
before you is another proof that the Church—* which is
his body ""—dates from the 13th chapter of Acts.

“First let me premise that the twelve were called as
apostles by our Lord on eartk.  Ephes. iv. 8 and 11 shows
that the Lord called some apostles affer His Ascension,
evidently a new order.

“ Evidently also the first of a new order.

“God hath se# some in the church frs# apostles”
(1 Cor. xi. 28).

‘ Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets
(Ephes. ii. 20).

“ Looking at xiii. 2, Barnabas and Paul are separated for
a special work. Acts xiv. 14 says: ‘ which when the
APOSTLES—Barnabas and Paul.”

“Now Barnabas is never looked upon as an apostle (not -
being one of the twelve), yet here we see the Spirit calls
him one. He must—together with Paul—be one of the
new order of Apostles given after the Ascension of our
Lord.

“1 Cor. iv. g (margin) bears this out—* the /as¢ apostles,”
and so does 2 Cor. xi. 13, ‘“ false apostles.” The twelve
must have been well-known to all believers—by repute, by
name, by description, so that it would be almost hopeless
to personate them, but it would be quite possible to
personate an order called in the same way as Barnabas and
Paul—no outward ceremony, or companying with our Lord
on earth.

“Having then established that the Scriptures speak of a
new order of apostles, that these are the first, the foun-
dation of the church—His Body:

“Having seen that the only two who are definitely named
as of this order were called to the office at the period of
Acts xiii.,, may we not justly assume that this was the
beginning of the formation of the Church—and not
Pentecost, as I always used to think until I saw the reason
why the Church was kept in mystery (secret).”

W. M.

LETTER No. IL

“We see nothing in the above remarks upon the Aposties
distinguishing those called or sent after the Lord’s ascension
as a new order, that can be objected to. Besides Paul and
Barnabas being distinctly called Apostles, Ananias was
certainly sent by the Lord to fulfil the office of an apostle
to Paul in Acts ix. 17.

“As regards the commencement of the Church as the
Body of Christ, the building could not”begin before the
foundation was laid, and Paul laid the foundation, 1 Cor.
iii. 10, I1I.

“Then again Peter is not recorded to have preached Jesus
as the Son of God, the truth on which the Church is built,
and in quoting Isaiah xxviii. 16, where the word * foun-
dation” occurs twice, it is entirely omitted in 1 Peter iii. 6,
the corner-stone only being named. This Scripture entirely
dissociates Peter from the foundation of the Church, both
in his preaching and in his writings.

“I think Scripture does not warrant our charging Paul
with *“ defalcation” when he became *‘to the Jewsas a Jew.”
‘There is no evidence that he kept back or in any way
withdrew from any of the truth that he had already taught,
or that he in the least had lost faith in God when he
adopted a more distinctly Jewish line of conduct. Paul is
set before us in two aspects—in Acts xiii. and xiv., it is
Paul the Apostle and his apostolic doctrine; in Acts xvi.
etc,, it is Paul the Jew and his Jewish practice. The
former can be referred to as the pattern of the beginning
of the gospel, apart from Jewish ordinances, as it is, in
2 Tim. ii. 8§ and iii. 10, 11. This could not have been
done otherwise.

 Acts xiii. shews us doctrine which is handed down to us
through Tim. ii. 2. Acts xvi., etc., shew us that Jewish
ordinances were not in the least abolished until Christ was
declared Priest after the order of Melchizedek.
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“ Scripture gives no hint that it was fasf/ure on the part of !

Paul. If we think so there is this difficulty, that all the
churches which his epistles are written to, and which were
cstablished as the fruit of his ministry, were gathered while
he was pursuing a course of failure ! Moreover, in the two
places where the Jew was most marked in the taking of the
Nazarite’s vow, he received special encouragement from
the Lord as regards his testimony, Acts xviii 9. and xxiii. 11.

“ Acts xxi. 4 needs careful examination—it is very different
from chapter xvi. 6; they were ““forbidden to preach the
word in Asia,” by direct command of the Holy Spirit,
without intervention—the preposition is two (Aype), they
were under authority, In xxi. 4 there is human inter-
position, and the preposition is Sw (dda). In 1 Cor. xii.
the only gift named with the preposition 8w is ‘‘ the word
of wisdom " (ver. 8).
not with awthority ; they could give good advice in the
circumstances, but Paul was not affected by the circum-
stances, chapter xx. z2-24. Paul accepted the information
as communicated tirough the Holy Spirit in the disciples,
but rejected their persuasion as not having auwthority,
chapter xx. 23."

RIR IRNUR R

Bible Word ﬁfudies
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By tHE REv. W. H. (JRH-I-HH-IHOMAS, M.A,
Incumbent of Portman Chapel.

‘PLEASING GOD."

MONG the words of the New Testament indicative of
A the believer’s relations to God there are two or three,
variously rendered in the Authorized Version, which depict
the true and normal attitude of the Christian life as one of
“pleasing God.” Works done before justification are “ not
pleasant to God " (Article XIIIL.), but good works which
follow after justification are *‘ pleasing and acceptable to "
Him (Article XII.), and it is worthy of note that all the
passages in the New Testament about pleasing God refer,
not to our judicial standing and position, but to our actual
state and experiences. The words are dpéorw (aresko),
apéorewa (areskera), dpeatis (arestos), evipeatos (cuaresios),
and edupestéw (ewarcsted), and are derived from a root
ipw (ard), to join, to be fitted, and thus to please.

I.—THE STANDARD.

1. We are to please God (4péonewv Beq, 1 Thess. iv. 1),
and this is not simply an ideal that we may possibly fail to
reach, but a matter of duty, obligation, nccessity (‘‘we
ought . . ).

2. This standard will often involve our not pleasing man
(Gal. i. 10 ; 1 Thess. ii. 4; Eph. vi. 6; Col. iii. 22).

3. Yet there will be included as an element in it a very
real opportunity and call to *please our neighbour” so
long as our immediate object (eis, efs) is *“that which is
good,” and our ultimate object (mpds, pros) edification
(Rom. xv. 2).

4. One thing is absolutely excluded, and that is * pleas-
ing ourselves ” (Rom. xv. 1),

_‘.v"r:g’{ 5 ' 0'-( 71;\ 2>

They could speak with zwisdom, but :

: “walk " connected with ¢ pleasing God

QUTolEL.

5. The constructions associated with this phrase arc
worthy of note ;—
(a) By (thed), dative (fo God); Our life ever lived
in n'/a/wn and with reference to God.
(4) évimeov (endpion), genitive: Our life ever lived
in the presence of God (Heb. xii. 21; 1 John iii. 22).
(6) It is a solemn thought that this life of pleasing God
concerns the Christian alone—
(¢) The non-Christian  does not  please God.
1 Thess. ii. 15 (0<(u ) upe(rmn"rwv Note p3).
(%) Because he mnrzot(Rom viii. 8).
II.—Tue Possinitity.
God does not mock us by setting up a standard to which
we cannot attain.
1. Our Lord realized it (Rom. xv. 3; John vii.
2. Enoch realised it (Heb. xi. 5; note perfect tense).

III.—THE AIM.
This is one of the “ambitions ” of St. Paul (2 Cor.

29).

1
v. 9).

2. It obviously and necessarily follows from the fact that
we have been already by grace ** accepted in the Beloved ”
(Eph. i. 7). ** Accepted in" and ‘““acceptable to " are the
two inscparable aspects of the Christian life.

IV.—THE Scork.
How far does this attitude extend ? To everything.
1. It was so with our Lord (John viii. 29).
2. It must be so with us. Col. i. 10: (/. Moules
Colossian Studies, pp. 49, note 59-61), Titus ii. 9.

V.—THE MANIFESTATION.
How does this attitude of “pleasing God " express itsell?
In surrender (Rom. xii. 1).
In obedience (1 John iit. 22 ¢f Col. iii. 20).
- In worship (Heb. xii. 28).
- In self sacrifice (Heb. xiii. 16 ; Phil. iv. 18).
- In service (Rom. xiv. 18). -
. In the entire outward expression of the life. Note
" in Eph. v. 8 and

C\m-l»u L]

10, Col. i. 10, and 1 Thess. iv. 1.
VI.—THE REsuLTS.

What is the outcome of this in our own experience?

1. God's testimony to the fact (Heb. xi. 5).

2. Answers to prayer (I John ii. 22).

3. Personal experience and satisfaction (Rom. xii. 2;
Eph. v. 10. N.B. “Proving " and * approving).”

VII.—THE SECRET.

St. Paul not only preached the need (3¢i) but the secret
(70 ws) of pleasing God (1 Thess. iv. 1). What is this?

1. On the Divine side.

(@) A work within (Heb. xiii. 21).
() A Divine work.
2. On the Human side.
(@) Faith (Heb. xi. 6).
(4) Surrender (2 Tim. ii. 4).

This, then, is the Divine revelation concerning the
Christian life in relationto God; a life which delights in the
acceptance of the will of God, a life which finds its supreme
satisflaction in the anticipation of that Will (Col. i. 10;
Moule ¢ supra); a life which realizes its true end in union
with and obedience to that Will; a life which knows and
shows that it can fulfil that Will because it is, not * under
law, but under grace.”

(The above has appeared in The Record.)
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QuusTtioN No. 205,

5. S., Govan. **Would you please give an explanation of 1 Cor.
a. 19.  This verse has been quoted to me by two brethrea te
justify their present divided state.”

The verse explains the causes of the divisions, but it does
not “justify” them. Certain things were allowed under the
lLaw because of the hardness of the heart. And so

70 COME. 45
In 1 Tim. iil. 1-7 he speaks of the qualification of the
Overseer, and in ver. 8 passes on the Deacon, as though
Presbyter were included in overseer; and inv. 17-19 he
speaks of these as Presbyters.
So in Titus i. 5, he says: ““ordain elders in every city,”

. and goes on at once to speak of these as bishops (ver. 7).

now there are ‘‘divisions,” because so many, instcad of

recognizing the “ One Body' which God has made, arc

more concerned about their own ‘‘ Bodies.” It is worthy

of remark that these divisions have come about over

“the Lord’'s Supper,” as in Corinth. The Word says

(1 Cor. xi. 28) : ** Let a man examine HIMSELT, and so let

him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.”” But men

to-day have improved on that, and they say: /s one man

examine another man, and so don't let him eat. No wonder

there are divisions ! The wonder is that there are not more.
QuEsTiON No. 206.

F. S., London. ‘‘It would be helpful to many if, in these days of
episcopal pretension, you would give us the Bible cvidence as to
Bishops and their funcuions.”

The word rendered Bishop is éxivkomos (episcopos).

Among the Greeks it was the name given to commis-
sioners appointed to regulate a new colony (Aristoph. 4zt
1022), It was also given to Inspectors, whose business it
was to report to the Indian king (Arnan, Jjud. xii. s).
Also to the commissioners appointed by Mithridates to
settle affairs at Ephesus (Appian Mitkr., 48). It was used
also of magistrates, who regulated the sale of provisions
under the Romans (Charisius in the D7¢. 1. 4, 18).

In the Septuagint it is used of Inspectors, Super-
intendents, and Task-masters (z Kings xi. 19; 2 Chron.
xxxiv. 12, 17; Isa. Ix. 17); alsc of Captains and Presi-
dents (Neh. xi. 9, 14, 22). Antiochus Epiphanes appointcd
commissioners over the people to see that his orders were
carried out in overthrowing the worship of God (1 Macc.
i. 57; Jos. Ant. xii. 5, 4).

From all this it is clear that the ¢pfscopos held power, but
it was in every case a delegated power which was respon-
sible to a higher power. It is also clear that it was used
much in the same way as we now use the word * Commis-
sioner,” f.e., in connection with some new, special, or
temporary duties, and not connected with a settled order of
affairs. '

According to the testimony of the Papyri, the title of
settled official authority was wpesBirepos ( presbuteros)
presbyter or elder (our Alderman).

When we come to the New Testament, we find from
Acts xx. that it was used as a synonymous title of elder,
for in ver. 17 the Apostle Paul addresses the *e/ders” of
Ephesus, and says in ver. 28 that God had made them
“ overseers,” (cpiscopor).

In 1 Pet. v. i. Peter calls them e/ders, and speaks of them
in ver. 2 as exercising oversight.

In Phil. i. 1 * Bishops and deacons ' are spoken of as
though a Bishop was only another name for the presbyter

or elder.

This seems to be conclusive as to existence of only two
orders of ministry. Elders and Deacons, one of the special
duties of the Llders being that of overseeing.

QursTioN No. 207.
B. E. D., Cardiff. I should be glad if you could help me in this verse
of Scripture. ‘‘ Does the Cup concerning which the Lord Jesus

prayed, ‘ Let this cup pass from me,’ refer to His suffering on the
Cross ? or Lo immediate threaten danger?”

The praycr of the Lord Jesus, * O My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me,"” Matt. xxvi. 39, with-
out doubt referred to the sufferings which terminated with
His death. They immediately followed the prayer, for the
Lord rose up from it to meet His betrayer.

The Lord Jesus spoke of ‘ the cup ” in two very different
aspects; to the sons of Zebedee in Matt. xx. 23, He
spoke of that which they could understand and partake of,
the common lot of sinful men, Heb. ix. 27. He and they
would die—would suffer death. But when speaking to the
Father, death had a deeper aspect to the only begotten

- Son of God, for it was connected with the making recon-

ciliation for sins and the destroying of Him that had the
power of death; these were elements in the cup which
none could drink but Himself. These were in view when
the Lord prayed “ Let this cup pass from Me.” These
caused that bitter cry: “My God, my God, why hast
‘Thou forsaken Me?” The agony which produced this cry
no created being can conceive, for the Man who uttered it
was not only the Holy One of Israel, but, in His Divine
Per<onality, the Son of the Living God.
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JEWISH SIGNS.
THE CASE FOR THE JEW.

Dr. Max Nordau has written a remarkable article in the
lune number of the North American Review. Itis entitled
“Israel among the Nations,” and states ‘‘ the case for the
Jew” -

We wish we could give our readers the whole of the
article by this brilliant writer, or even a résumé of it. It
traces the cause of Anti-Semitism to the roots, and discusses
the Jewish problem in the light of the Zionist movement.

The opening paragraph of this complete analysis of the
Jewish situation begins ;:—

*If the eyes be not purposely closed to facts, it cannot be denied
that, at the close of the nineteenth century, there is in every land of the
civilized wotld a *problem of the Jew." It is & question which
presents itself in various phrases. Its best known and most brutal form
15 Anti-Semitism. It is an easy matter—and a proper one—1o say
that this statement is * the disgrace of our times.” Such has the noble
Emperor Frederick III. called it. But the philosopher cannot rest
content with this. Ile seeks to trace the psychological roots of Anti-
Semitism.

** The enemies of the Jew have one statement in instant readiness :
*The Jews are hated becuuse of their evil qualities,’  But this state-
ment will not bear criticism. ]t voices a certain masve sell-deception,
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amongst those who hate instinctively at first, and then seek for plausible
and rational grounds upon which to justify the sentiment to their own
conscience.”

All this is important to those who know God's Word.
‘The very fact that there is a * Jewish Problem” is a sign
of the times which speaks with eloquence to those who have
cars to hear.

THE JEWISH PARLIAMENT.

**We use no misnomer when we write of the coming Zionist Con-
gress as the Jewish Parliament, for the passing week is that in which
the delegates have been elected in all parts of the world in order to
represent the Jewish electorate in all its scattered districts. The
scheme on which it is based is perhaps not the best, but the numerical
basis that gives representation assures the democratic character of the
movement ; and if the opposition have taken no part in this parliament
it is not because they have been disenfranchised by reason of their
opinions, but because they had not even the energy (o put themselves
in a position to elect delegates. The existence of this parliament,
which this year promises to sit in session a whole week instead of three
days, is in itself a great cause for satisfaction. Four years ago the
congress was not even dreamt of, and to-day it is a voice that has a
responsive echo throughout the world. It compels a concentration of
thought which cannot be otherwise than good, for at least it compels
attention from Jews to specifically Jewish matters. When we look
back on the situation as it was a few years ago we must admit that a
great power has leapt into being in our midst.”

RELIGIOUS SIGNS.
“THE WOMEN'S CONGRESS.”

It is difficult to know exactly into what division to place
the Women’s Congress that has recently caused such a
stir. It is both political and religious, religion being made
a prominent feature, and the movement being supported
by prominent preachers in what are called *¢leading
churches.” We will look at this movement from a
religious point and give first, the account of a service held
in London for the exposition of

THE ‘‘GOSPEL OF HUMANITY.”

In this way it will be manifest that there is close agree-
ment among those that stand forth as exponents of
“women's rights,” whatever that may mean. The prayer
began :

‘“ Great power, whom we here acknowledge as the highest Humanity,
whose children and servants we are, from whom we derive everything,
and to whom we are bound to render everything, may we all seek to
love Thee better, that we may know and serve Thee better.”. .

‘* ¢Great Power,’ * Holy Humanity," * Humanity, Mother of us All,’
¢ Supreme Power,” * Queen of Our Devotion," *Sovereign Lady of
Grace and Tenderness, of Love, thou Virgin Mother, Humanity.””

Such are some of the epithets to be found in the manual
of devotion, placed in each cane-bottomed chair in this
Chapel Street sanctuary. And this is the henediction that
followed the concluding prayer ; a farrago of nonsense and
blasphemy :

““The Faith of Humanity, the Hope of Humanity, the Laws of
Humanity bring you comfort and teach you sympathy ; give you peace
in yourselves and peace with others, now and always. Amen."”

Their teaching and doctrines are here explained :

* It may be wise in order to avoid ambiguity, or any doubt as to
our use of it, to say that, in using it, we substitute Humanity for
God ; the social type for the personal type of Jesus; our own inward
growth in goodness for outward reward; the wisest benevolent
instincts for grace ; our selfish instincts for nature. ”

The “Women's Congress " was counted of such import-
ance that a special Sunday was set apart to ventilate their
cause. First on the list is a sermon by that avowed
spiritualist, the Rev. H. R. Haweis.

h“ h{r‘; Haweis preached from Matt. xxvii. : * And many women were
there.

Another instance of using God's word as a book of
phrases ; pegs to hang up musty and stale plalitudes, This
Scripture, written by men moved by the Holy Ghost, was
never intended for such use. A few lines from the sermon
is all that can be given :

_ !*In all that was gcod and noble God had given the great power of
initiation 1o women. The least men could do was to side with it.

Then we have the sermon of the “Rev.” Anna Shaw
Howard, at Westminster Chapel. The burden of her
message was  Toleration in religion."

¢ Miss Shaw announced her text from the chapter she had read—the
first chapter of Joshua, ¢Bestrong and of good courage, neither be
thou dismayed.’ It was written, she said, over one of the great arches
of the World’s Fair at Chicago that the greatest product of the world
since the discovery of America was foleration of religion, and from the
hearts of those who read the message, arose a grateful Amen."”

The Daily News (July 3rd), is careful to note that this
chapel was built for the ministry of the late Rev. Samuel
Martin, and holds 3,000 persons.

“ Character she defined as what we are. She believed in heredity, but
also in the power of infinite goodness, and sbe found there a source of
strength which would enable them to rise above heredity and environ-
ment, Goodness was always stronger than evil.”

Evidently the preacher had not studied the epistle to
the Romans, for chapter iii. pourtrays man's character—
woman's also, with *“ heredity " and environment thrown in.

The benediction that follows is in much the same strain
as the previous one, for in the course of a concluding
prayer she besought the blessing of “ God the Father, God
the Mother, and God the Great Teacher.”

CANON WILBERFORCE
also devoted some time to the subject of the congress, and
made some reference to “lifting humanity,” and a few other
unmeaning trivialities. Then last on the list engaged in
this unprofitable work is
THE REV. F. B. MEYER.

He, like his colleague in this work of emancipating woman,
takes a text which has nothing whatever to do with the
subject, and was never written with the idea that it should
be tacked on to, and be used for, such a purpose.

*“In preaching a sermon addressed entirely to women, the Rev.
F. B. Meyer, of Christ Church, Westminster Bridge Road, took as his
text the words, * This that this woman hath done.’ "

It is degrading the Holy Word to use it in such way.
It was the alabaster box of precious ointment that had
been poured upon the head of that Blessed One that
called forth such expressions of pleasure from His lips;
and that this act should be proclaimed as long as the
gospel should be preached.

To take such a passage out of its place and purpose,
and use it because the word ‘ woman ™ happens to be in
it; to pump up a few commonplace ideas about loving
co-operation of women, is to go down to a very low level
indeed, and be on the same plane as the Rev. H. R.
Haweis.

The most sensible advice that was delivered at this
congress was given by the Duchess of Sutherland, according
to The Pall Mall Gazette.

“ BETTER SCRUB A FLOOR TO GAIN A MESS OF POTTAGE
THAN WRITE NONSENSE.”
And to this can be added, or preach nonsense either.

SPIRITIST SIGNS.
SPIRITISM THE FORERUNNER OF ANTI-CHRIST.

The Editor of Ligkt, in the July number, has treated
Things fo Come to a column of paragraphs; but instead of
meeting the indictment brought against Spiritism, as being
the work of * demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy,” seeks to
turn the edge of the comments by winding up with some
whimsical verses about a little dog that barked at the moon.

We may assume the interpretation is that ZLight is the
moon which the little dog is not able to scare away. If
the Editor had read the remarks of our number for July
he would have hesitated to introduce such a simile, for in -
answer to the enquiry, whether *‘ Spirits see the moon ” the
question is left unsolved, and it is a matter of doubt with
them whether there is any moon to bark at.
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But we leave this and devote our serious attention to that
which has evidently aroused his indignation, viz., our con-
tention that Spiritism promulgates *“ doctrines of demons.”
T'o this we adhere and now emphasize.

If the Editor of Ligkt turns to page §8 of T7ings tv Come
he will find that Mr. Owen—a Spintist, and author of
Footfalls on the Boundary of another 1Vorld—was quoted
as coming to the same conclusion. These are his words :

“There are more plausible reasons than many imagine,

that the communications in question come from the
powers of darkness, and that we are entering on the
first steps of a career of demoniac manifestations,
the issues whereof men cannot conjecture.”

“Teaching things which they ought not ™
(Titus i. 11).

The time was when this system of strong delusion was

dirccted by those of lofty aspirations, misguided and de-
ccived as they were, yet there was an effort to keep it, as
they hoped, within the lines of that which was recognized
by the writer as God’s Word. The effort was vain. Some
of them either abandoned it in disgust and despair, or found
a refuge in the Romish communion.

The extracts we shall give will prove that these convic-
tions are not a sudden outburst of temporary disappointment
at a mere transient display of wickedness ; but from the
discovery that there was set purpose on the part of evil
spirits to allure and lead to ruin. This wili be shown by
quotations going back to its early years.

The Editor of LZLigkt rather plumes himself upon our
statement that “Spirit teachings are progressing with great
rapidity.” This has always been our position. And why?
Because the Word of God declares it will be so. If he will

read this article he will further learn what is to be the end

of it. While he proclaims that his guides are bringing in

an age of advancement, we declare that it will culminate in |

blackness and woe.

“Raging waves of the Sea, foaming out their
own shame.”

“That we can not only call spirits from the vasty deep,
but that they will come when we do call, if they can
once quaff, if not the bowl, the vital spirit of the
blood through us as mediums . . . Hence cases of
the most awful spiritual persecutions of particularly
susceptible persons of to-day. . . . Selfish as they
were then " (referring to their supposed time on earth)
*to the very inmost depths of their natures, rush with
a reckless and gluttonous appetite into the tissues
of unfortunately open constitutions, and exult in
breathing, drinking in, gustating with a cruel and
relentless ardour the sensations and odours of this
mortal life once more.” (Spiritual Mag., No. 44
New Series, page 350, 1869).

The writer then speaks of persons that experience *‘ the
most different conditions.” * They trust in God, and his
warriors and wise ministers,” that he considers are ¢ com-
missioned expressly for their service,” before the subject is
resumed touching bad spirits.

“Far different is the condition of others . .. With
them the approach of spirits is not a visit . . . but
an inroad. They come, the door once open, in
crowds, in mobs, in riotous invasions. They run,
they leap, they fly, they gesticulate, they sing, they
whoop, and they curse . . . and a horror which no
assumption of innocence can veil is the effluvia of
their presence.”
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“They profess that they know God.”

(Titus i. 16).

“There is no question with the wretched sufferers of

their phantasmagorial assaults that they are the lifc

and quintessence of hell. . . Mind, body, soul,

memory, and imagination—nay the very heart—arc

polluted by the ghostly canaille . . . We have

known such sufferers and know them still.  When

they have written praying for advice how to get rid

of this pestilence, we could ony say, ¢ Pray with all

your might for it, and stick close to the Saviour Who

cast out these tormentors in his earth life.’ . . . It

has been in vain. No prayer, no agony of pctition

' . . . has been able to dislodge the foul and mur-

derous crew.” (Spiritual Mag., 1869, pp. 351, 352).

The Editor of Light may rest assured we shall not be

i deterred from exposing the awfpl character of this rebellion

against God that has come to the front in these last days, as

He has warned us in His Word. That Word is “the

Sword of the Spirit,” and a well-tried weapon to cut at

i their pretentious babbling and awful blasphemies. But

" what can be said, when their own leaders have been obliged

| to come to the same conclusion? We, from the fixed and

firm foundation of the inerrancy of the Scriptures—zkey,

from actual testing, and results learned by untold suffering.

More yet remains to be told, and we would impress upon

our readers again that all these confessions are from their

own writers, and are taken from their own magazine that
was then edited by the late Mr. William Howitt.

“ Satan himself IS transformed into an angcel
of light.”
(2 Corinthians i1, 14).
“But we have not yet reached the abyssmal depths of
| the dark mysteries of the spirit world. There is a
| fact more startling still, if these spirit prowlers on

i the border lands of life are to be credited on their

| own assurances. When asked, and that by diflerent

| persons in different places: ‘ Why do you intrude

! on me, and persist in your intrusion, though com-

| manded to depart?’ The answer has been:

| ‘ Because welive on you. Through your atmosphere
we enter into the atmosphere of human life. That
is our happiness, we know none else. We have
none here ; here all is dark, barren, and joyless . .
You are our highway, our bridge, our door, alouy
which we travel, over which we pass, and through
which we enter and again possess the heritage we
had lost’ . . . Struck with horror, one of these per-
secuted sufferers exclaimed: ‘ But this is a species of
spiritual vampirism !’

“¢‘How so?’ asked one of the tormentors. ¢Every
grade of animal life lives upon another.  For your
physical sustenance you live on animal tribes, for
your spiritual sustenance you live on Christ. He
gave and gives Himself for the food of maopkind.
By His flesh and blood you exist ; He is that living
bread which came down from heaven, and we live
on you and through you.” (Spiritual Mag., page
353, No. 44).

“ False apostles, deceitful workers.”

Let those preaching the Gospel of humanity take note of
this when they find themselves declaring much the same,
that Christ heads humanity as suck. They must acknow-
ledge the accord which there is in this teaching with theit
own—that mankind is Christ incarnate, and all that is
holy in the life of any man is but an exhibition of the
character of the Christ of Nazareth.
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We have been going back to Spirit teaching in its com-
prative infancy. It is exactly the same to-day. Every-
tiing that so shocked the writer we have quoted, is present
with them with just as much energy of blasphemy, and we
might truthfully say cven more defiant. The Bible is
scorned, and to take up the idea of the writer—/ske
door is opencd wider to the snvasion of a host of jufuriated
spirits other than those who are chained in darkness until
the judgment of the great day.

We have maintained in these articles, and do maintain,
and shall in God’s strength continue to maintain, that the
world is coming under the power of corrupt, deluding, or
*seducing spirits,” working out a diabolical plan, and will
not rest until they see the consummation of all their
schemes. *“The prince of the power of the air that work-
cth in the children of disobedience ™ is the director of all
(~ee Eph. ii. 2). He is “the god of this world,” blinding
minds that will not submit to the Gospel of God
(2 Cor. 1v. 4), and the goal he has in view is to command
e worship of humanity., This pinnacle he will reach (see
Rev. xiii. 4), but only to be hurled from his throne into the
l.nke of fire to find that the great leaders of the humanity he
has deceived have been there before him for a thousand
years (compare Rev. xix. zo with Rev. xx. 10).

Our readers will be surprised to read the following from
The Spiritual Magaczine as confirming the above :

*T'he fact is that a dark smperium in imperiv is 1ite in
the earth, whose potentate has been ‘a murderer from
the beginning.' It is a terrible and unresting force,
which maddens whole nations into mutual slaughter;
which makes popular the strangest delusions in those
who imagine themselves to have outgrown all
delusions which throngs our mad-houscs,
and makes mad-houses of our churches.s . . . Of all
madness that is the greatest which teaches us to ignore
the frenzy which possesses us, and treats as super-
stition the enquity into what so wofully ails us”
(page 355, S. M., No. 44).

Here, for the present we must close, yet we have not
hall done. Want of space alone makes it a nccuessity.
‘T'he subject will be resumed, and witnesses shall be pro-
duced from the same quarter to show that Spiritism is
anti-Christian, and is surely and rapidly preparing the way
for Antichrist. It was in this way described in its carlicr days
Liy its upholders.
same downward course. We are confronted with a vast
organization of evil spirits, having thousands of yuars

THINGS 10 COME.

What is it to-day? Advancing on the |

!

behind them of acquired knowledge, beyond the reach of

fiuman control, outside human laws, and free from mortal
restraint when once the door is opened for their entrance.
This is awful, but so it is revealed, and as the day comes
nearer {or the return of our Lord so will these become
holder and more desperate.  Are we as Christians to lose
heart? By no means! Rather lift up the head and
rejoice, for His coming draweth nigh.
In spirit we can go back to the time of the Reformers,
and take up some verses of their song:
““ Be of good cheer, your cause belongs
To llim Who cau avenge your wrongs.
Leave it to Him, our Lord,
Though hidden yet from all our cyes,

He sees the Gideon who shall rise
To save us, and 1lis Word.

As true as God’s own Word is true,
Nor earth nor hell with all their crew
Against us shall prevail.
A jest and by-word are they grown ;
God is with us, we a1e 1is own,
Our victory cannot fail."”

M Oux' Iu-xlics.

OCTOBER.

* For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalitics, against powcrs, against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against wicked spirits in heavenly
places " (margin). ‘The only sure defence by which the fiery
darts can be quenched is “ The sword of the Spirit which
is the Word of God " (Eph. vi. 12, 17). And this is God’s
precious gift to His people.
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“FIGURLS Ol SPEECH.”

Part VIII. is now published, and it is estimated that
there will be about Zex parts in all, completing the whole
work well before Christmas.
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BARBICAN MISSION TO THE JEWS.

God has wonderfully blessed the efforts of Prediger
Lipshytz, the director of the Mission, and bis eurnest
helpers.  ‘The report shows that the past year (ending
March 31st) was one of the most successful the Mission
has yet had. In spite of many difficultics occasioned by
the removal from the old Mission premises in Finsbury
Syuare, which were no longer available, the work has gone
steadily on at the new temporary premises in the Com-
mercial Road.

In reviewing the efforts of the past year a decided advance
all along the lines of activity is noticeable, It is a matter
for thankfulness that the new temporary prewmises are so
accessible to the crowded Jewish population in East London.
The attendances at the Saturday services have been very
large, and the out-door efforts show progress.

There is no department in the Mission into which the
clement of evangelistic work does not enter.  Those who
have charge of the Mission have always studiously refrained
(rom tabulating attendances, conversions, and baptisms,
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* although many times they have been pressed to do this.

Nevertheless, it should be stated that at no time during
the year have they been without evidences of Divine grace
working on the hearts of Jews; and the months of April,
May, July, December, and March were marked by baptisms
of those whose firm convictions and careful preparation
wade it clearly evident that the rite should not be withheld.

Althcugh, as we pointed out in a previous issuc of
Things to Come, the chief anxicty of the workers at the
present time is the raising of a sufficient sum.to ensure the
erection of the Gordon Calthrop Memorial Mission House,
it is important to remember that there should be no falling
uff in the contributions to the General Fund of the Mission,
or the work must necessarily suffer. Last year the total
receipts amounted to over £1,200, but owing to the growth

. ot the work, the expenditure increased, so that the ycar

closed with a small deficit.

The work is needed, and under God's guidance and
blessing it has been wonderfully prospered.  We trust,
therelore, that friends will gencrously support Prediger
Lipshytz and his fellow-workers, that they may be strength-
ened and encouraged to even greater effort in the future.

‘The Lditor will be pleased to reccive contributions.
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“BE PERFECT.”

HE command of the Lord Jesus in John v. 36, that we
T should * Search the Scriptures” can be obeyed with
great profit and blessing in connection with these words.
There are strong grammatical reasons for taking this word
‘‘search ™ as smperative, for the indicative mood rarely, if
ever, stands at the beginning of a sentence without the pro-
noun or some other word to indicate it. Further, the word
“search” here means fo frace or track out, as a dog or a
lion traces out its prey by following the scent. So here it
tells us that we are to srace out this word “ be perfect,” and
follow it up and track it out and thus learn its lessons
{rom the use which the Holy Spirit has made of it.

The word rendered Je perfect here (2 Cor. xiil. 11), is
«ataprifw (kat-ar-t{'-z0); and its lessons may be learned
by noting some of the passages where it occurs. We will
put the various English renderings in thicker type.

1. Matt. iv, 21: *“ And going on from thence, he saw
other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets.”

Here the word is rendered mending ; and hence, we are
taught that, to be perfect, we are o get mended as to our walk,
our works, and our ways. The verb in 2 Cor. xiii. 11 is in
the passive voice, and means % get mended, not merely fo
mend, as though the action were our own—for we are like the
nets, in Matt. iv. 21, and we need another hand, yea, 2
Divine hand, to be put forth upon us. He alone can see
the rents and the defects, He alone can see the danger
arising to ourselves, from our habits of thought, our modes
of speech, our methods of work ; and He alone can repair
what is broken and supply what is lacking, so that we may
be fitted for the use to which He would put us, and for the
service in which He would employ us. Thus mended we
shall “be perfect” in the sense in which the precept is
given in 2 Cor. xiii. 11.

2. Rom.ix. 22. Here we read of * the vessels of wrath
fitted to (or for) destruction.”

Destruction is all that these vessels are jfi#ted for, and
all that they are j$¢ for. Hence, in the opposite
direction, to be jfi#fed for the work for which God has,
in infinite grace, chosen us, is to be perfect accord-
ing to a Cor. xiii, 11. This is the prayer on our behalf,
that by the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit we may bear
faithful testimony and render faithful service for Christ the
Lord. The end of all testimony is the glory of God in
Christ, and if we are fitfed for this by *‘ the Spirit of truth "
then we are perfect in the sense of 2 Cor. xiii. 11.

Do we ask how may we be thus ftted? The answer is,
only by fellowship with Christ the Living Word : only by
diligent study of the Scriptures—the written Word : only by
making thein the one object of our lives, and having the
word of Christ dwelling richly within us. Thus and thus
alone shall we be fitzed for His service.

3. 1 Cor.i. 10: *“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that . . . . there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be-perfectly-joined-
together in the same judgment.”

Here, the meaning receives further light. To de perfect
means not to be divided, but united. This we shall be if
our one object be Christ and our desire that of Paul
when he said, “that I may know Him” (Phil. iii. 10).
It does not refer necessarily to outward unity. This
seems to be man’s only idea of union. The children
of God are ““all one in Christ,” and there is no other
union or bond of union. Man makes up his
“divisions,” and all within these he considers to - be
“united” or “in fellowship.” But none of these barriers
can separate, none of these folds can contain and include
the whole *“ flock of God.” Scattered and dispersed among
all man’s ““divisions " will be found the members of the One
Body, and these are *perfectly-joined-togetker in Christ their
head. They are all of “the same mind” as to His
glorious person ; they are all of “ the same judgment " as to
His perfect work. They have one standing; “found in HIM”
(Phil. iii. 9); one obdject, ¢ that I may know HIM?” (Phil
iti. 10) ; and one blessed hope, to *“‘look for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ” . . . and to be made like HIM,
for He shall at His coming ‘“change our vile body,
that it may be made like unto His glorious body " (Phil.
iil. 20, 21).

4. Gal. vi. 1: *“Biethren, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye who are spiritual, restaore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”

This tells us that though we are perfect as to our standing
in Christ, it is far otherwise with us as to our walk on earth.
Hence this gracious provision for our deepest need :—*¢ He
restoreth my soul”” (Psalm xxiii. 3). This is the special
work of the great Shepherd Himself, and those who are
“spiritual ' are graciously permitted, yea, are exhorted, to
walk in His steps in this matter. He restores us—consid-
ering ourselves. The spiritual are to restore us, considering
themselves ! How vast the difference.

Alas! Alas! Where are the “spiritual”? Where are we
to look for them ? Where do we see their spiritual efforts in
obeying this precious word ? Alas! we say again, they seem
to read this verse as though it were written * If a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye who are righteous judge such an
one; spread abroad the sad news ; each one tell the other
‘ not to say anything,’ and above all ‘do not say that I told
you’; follow up ‘such an one,’ injure him (not in the spirit of
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meekness) all you can; don't restore him, but cast him out;
not considering yourselves.”

This is how Christians, to-day, try to “be perfect,” and it is
aboutthe onlything in which they do actually reach * perfect-
ion " in the flesh. Yes, it is indeed “‘in the flesh” and of
the flesh. For it is not the work of “ye who are spiritual.”

Restoration, then, is one of the shades of meaning which
this word has, and a comparison of this with the other
passages will help to complete the picture. God grant that
some *‘ spiritual " may be found among us; and if any of
us shall be tried, and be betrayed into some error in
doctrine, or some evil in practice, oh! that some gentle
hand may be found to so minister the precious word of
God in the spirit of meekness, that we may be restored.

But when we reflect on and contrast the perfectness of the
Great Shepherd we would fain exclaim with David *‘ Let us
fall now into the hand of the Lord: for very great are His
mercies : and Jet me not fall into the kand of man” (1 Chron.
xxi. 13). For Jehovah my Shepherd is JEKOvaAH-ROPHECA,
who saith I am the Lord that healeth thee,” and of Him
we can ever say, ‘ He restoreth my soul.”

5. Heb. x. 5. “A body hast thou prepared me " (lit.,
didst thou prepare me).

The human body of the Lord Jesus was, while perfectly
human, specially prepared by the Holy Ghost : as is plainly
stated in Luke i. 35: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
wherefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God.”

Acceptable sacrifice and service can be rendered to God
only by the preparation power of the Holy Spirit. Only
those works are “good works ” which * God hath pregared
for us to walk in" (Eph. ii. 10). There are *‘wicked
works” (Col. i. 21); and there are ‘‘dead works”
(Heb. vi. 1; ix. 14). But only those are ‘“good " which are
wrought by the New nature, and therefore are * prepared ™
by God Himself. ¢ The flesh profiteth nothing.” And
therefore no eloquence, no genius, no learning, no wisdom,
if it proceeds only from the old nature, is of any avail,
It must be “power from on high” (Acts i. 8, compare
Luke i. 35). What a comfort for us to know that this
“ power” does not depend on our attainments, but upon
God's grace and gift ; and that the humblest and weakest
believer may be used by God and made to surpass the
greatest human achievements, because it is work for eternity
and not for time.

“ The preparations of the heart in man . . . is from the
Lorp " (Prov. xvi. 1), and he who is thus prcpared by the

Holy Spirit is perfect in the sense of 2 Cor. xiii. 11.

6. Heb. xi. 3 we read * By faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God” (s.e.), were
prepared or constituted.  We learn “ by faith,”” that the ages
and dispensations were J¢fore-ordained and prepared and
perfectlyjoined-together by the word of God. We also learn
that the things which are seen have their being, not out of
things which do appear. As to the things which are seen,
they came into being not through any theories of evolution,
not through any conjectures of geology. And as to the
things that are not seen, through faith in the Divine
testimony we understand and apprehend that all the ages

and dispensations and times and seasons were all prepared
and ordained by God ; and made by Him._Neither were pre-
pared by the blind laws of Nature or the vagaries of chance,
but by the will and mandate of Jehovah who “spake and
it was done.”

What we learn from this is that, if our faculties of soul
and body are to be broyght into order it must be by the
same Divine Mandate. If our times and seasons and
comings and goings are to be reduced to order it must be
by the will and word of Jebovah.

If our ways and works are to be controlled, not by any
natural laws in the spiritual world, but by spiritual laws in the
natural world; not by the opinion of men, but by the word of
God, then we are *“ perfect” in the sense of 2z Cor. xiii. 11.

May we, ourselves and our readers be thus perfected :
i.e., may our walk be constantly repaired.

May we be fi/zed for all our duties by the Holy Spirit.

May we be pesfectly-joined-together in Christ and in His
truth.

May we be ever restored by the Great Shepherd who seeks
and finds his wandering sheep.

May we . prepared for all emergencies, and endued to
meet them with * power from on high.”

This is out desire and this is our prayer. This, too, is the
teaching of tt = Holy Spirit as to our perfection. Never
once does He use the word, either in the original or in the
English, to imply any change of the flesh unto spirit, or of
the old nature unto the new, or of any change of heart.
Never does He contemplate us as being in any condition
which does not need repairing, re-storing, fitting, or pre-
paring, and we may bless His holy name that these are the
very needs for which He has so amply provided.

THE CHURCH AT CORINTH.

Paul tells the Corinthian saints (chap. iii. g, 10),  ye are
God’s building,” and “I have laid the ¢‘foundation.”
This being so, it is evident that the believers in the land of
Israel, under the ministry of the twelve apostles could
neither be the Churck as the Body of Christ, nor represent it,
in the sense in which the Church was spoken of by Paul in
his epistles as the Temple of God ; for the building could
not exist until the foundation was laid, and the foundation
was not laid until Peter's ministry as recorded was ended.

The truth concerning Jesus, the Son of God, and the
value of His one offering for believers individually, is given
us in the Epistles to the Romans and to the Hebrews.
Justification is the subject of the Epistle to the Romans.
““ Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (chap. iii. 24), *justified by His
blood ” (chap. v. 9). Sanctification is the subject of the
Epistle to the Hebrews. * Both He that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all of one ” (chap, ii. 11). * By
which will (of God) we are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once” (chap. x. 10). *Jesus,
that He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered without the gate” (chap. xiii. 12). It is in these
truths that the Church of God is built up among the
Gentiles as the Temple of God upon the foundation that
“ Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God,” so that the
Church is the Temple of the living God (2 Cor. vi. 16).
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So Paul addresses the saints at Corinth as *‘the Church
of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and
ours.” They own Him as their Lord in whom they are
sanctified. They are * called to fellowship with the Son of
God " (chap. i. g9). Notin His relation to Jerusalem, but
to His Father, and in the value of His offering who suffered
without the gate to sanctify them, in obedience to the will
of God.

That the believers are justified in Christ is a “truthaccord-
ing to the prophets,” for Isaiah has said (chap. xlv. 25):
“In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and
shall glory.” This truth had been preached by Paul at
Antioch in Pisidia (Acts xiii. 3¢9). But that the believers
from among the Gentiles were to be sanctified in Christ is
a truth *‘according to the revelation of the mystery which
was kept secret since the world began.” This is now
““made manifest ¥ ; for the first declared characteristic of
the Church of God is that they are “ sanctified in Christ.”

The offering of the body of Jesus that He might sanctify
the people by His own blood was accomplished * without
the gate” of the city. * Therefore” those who are
sanctified in Him are called to go forth to Him ¢* without
the camp.” There can be no association of those sanctified
by His blood with the city that was guilty of His death.
The believers had hitherto been associated with the saved
remnant of the nation in Jerusalem by baptism with water,
as recorded all through ‘“the Acts.” But the principle
vpon which the Church of God is established among the
Gentiles is that of “union with Christ as His body,” and
therefore in separation from Jerusalem, the city which had
cast Him out. Hence Paul writes : “ Christ sent me not to
baptize, but to preach the Gospel” (1 Cor. i. 17).

The preaching of the Gospel is, therefore, what is
specially committed to the Gentiles, for every fresh revela-
tion of truth has its practical result. \When justification in
Christ was proclaimed to Gentiles and Jews alike in Acts
xiil. 39, it was quickly decreed that the Gentile believers
were not to be circumcised, for that would have brought
them under the law from which they were justified through
faith in Christ. So when the saints are declared to be
sanctified in Christ, the washing of the flesh in water, the
ceremonial rite of sanctification, is ended : for Christ, by
the offering of His body once, ‘‘ hath perfected for ever
those that are sanctified” as regards ordinances upon the
flesh, * having abolished them in His death ” (Eph. ii. 13).

Now that the Church of God is established among the
Gentiles as the Body of Christ (Mystical), it bears the same
title as the Lord Jesus applied to His body (personal) when
on earth. ‘*“He spake of the temple of His body ” (John
ii. 21). Paul says to the saints, * Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God?” (1 Cor. iii. 16) and ** Ye are the body
of Christ ” (chap. xii. 27).

The change in the character of the Church from that of
“the camp " to that of * the temple” and of *‘the body "
outside the camp, of which this epistle marks the epoch, is
plainly taught in chap. x. The circumstances of Israel in
the wilderness are spoken of, and twice it is said (vers. 6
and 11) these things are our types. Then, in ver. 17,3t is

said : “ We being many are one loaf, and one body : for
we are all partakers of that one loaf.”

The Headship of Christ is the subject of chap. xi.; and
the order for the Church which is His body, when the
members come together into one place, is given by revela-
tion from the Lord. The Lord’s tableis separated from the
Passover supper with which it had always hitherto been
associated. “When ye come together therefore into one
place, this is not to eat a Lordly supper.” The Passover
supper was a memorial of Israel’s deliverance by power, of
their triumph over their enemies. The Lord’s table is set
among the Gentiles consequent upon Israel’s rejection and
dispersion, the memorial of His death who came to deliver
them. It is to be continued so until He come; it is the
token that Christ is no more in the world, but gone again
to the Father who sent Him (John xvii. 11). The saints
who are partakers of it are *“ sanctified in Christ,” for they
are identified with the sacrifice of Him * who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God " ; they
are the ‘“ members of His body,” who suffered without the
gate that He might sanctify them with His ownblood. To
eat of this bread and to drink of this cup as in any way
associated with the cty that cast Him out, is to eat and
drink unworthily and to be guilty of His death. For those
who are the partakers of the altar and are accepted in the
beloved One and in His one offering, dishonour Him if
associated with the city in separation from which He
offered Himself. Union with Christ, in separation frcm
Jerusalem, is a first principle of the Church of God among
the Gentiles, sanctified in Christ, calling upon the name of
the Lord Jesus.

Chapter xii. shows the constitution of the Church cf
God, and how those who were Gentiles have come to call
on the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. * No man can say
that Jesus is the Lord (i.e., take Him as Master and Head),
but by the Holy Ghost.” While the Church had its centre
in Jerusalem, the Gentile believers were associated with the
saved remnant of Israel by baptism in confession of Jesus
as the Lord: but Paul was not sent to establish the
Cliurch of God among the Gentiles as such an assembly.
They were not to be known after the flesh, or by ordinances
connected with the flesh, since Christ is no more known
after the flesh (2 Cor. v. 16), but by the manifestation of the
Spirit in each one of those who are members of the body
of Christ. * For with one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free ;
and have all been made to drink into one spirit.” Jesus,
the ascended Lord and Christ, is the one Baptizer, who has
baptized into one body all those who by the Holy Spirit
confess Him to be the one Lord. This is the one faith of
the Church of God (Eph. iv. 5), the confession of every
member of the body of Christ.

Chapter xiii. teaches that love is to be the ruling principle
among the saints; this is according to the Lard's com-
mandment in John xiii. 34; it teaches also that the speaking
with tongues, which together with baptism accompanied the
confession of Christ during the preaching of the kingdom
of God, shall cease. The ordinance connected with the
flesh and the outward signs of power end when the Church
is established among the Gentiles as the body of Christ.
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Doubtless those who had received the miraculous gifts,
speaking with tongues, etc., retained them, so chap. xiv.
gives instruction for their proper use in the Church, while
those who possess them remain; but there is no Scripture
to indicate that they were given after the Church was
established as the body of Christ among the Gentiles.

Paul did not lay hands on Epaphroditus to heal him,
when sick nigh unto death (Phil. ii. 27), nor upon Timothy
for the weakness of his stomach (1 Tim. v. 23).

In chapter xv. Paul recounts to them the Gospel which
he had preached to them. “I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures ; and that He was buried,
and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.”

He shows that the resurrection of the Lord Jesus is-the
great fact upon which the whole truth of the Gospel rests.
He then adds (ver. 51): “ Behold, I show you a mystery;
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, ina
moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump: for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

In chap. xvi. 8, Paul writes: “But I will tarry at
Ephesus until Pentecost.” This is proof that the epistle
was written after Paul had ceased preaching in the

synagogues (Acts xix. 20), and before he departed from
Ephesus in Acts xx. 1. It shows beyond dispute that the
preaching of the kingdom as a public testimony to the
Jews was ended (Acts xix. zo) before * the Mystery " was
revealed to the Gentiles, establishing the Church as the

body of Christ.
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THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.
(Second paper). Chap. iii. 1-13. |
The Purpose of God in Christ.

N connection with what God has “ purposed in Himself”
I concerning Christ (i. 3-14), we will consider what He
has “purposed in Christ Jesus” concerning the Church
(iii. 1-13); leaving the two Prayers (*d,” i. 15-23, and “d,” |
iii. 14-21) to be considered together in our next paper.

In speaking of the * purpose” of God it is important |
that we should distinguish between His * purpose” and
His * counsel.”

The two words are quite different, in Greek as in English.
““Counsel ” is Bovdi, which means, wil/, determination ;
also counsel in the sense of conference or advice: while
“ purpose” is wpdbeois (prothesis) a setting before ; hence,
that which a person sets defore his mind or proposes to
himself ; s.e., purpose, deliberate resolution, or plan. g

“Counsel,” therefore implies the deliberation of distinct |
persons. See Gen. i. 26, which contains the first statement |
of God's revealed counsel: * Let us make man in our image |
and let him bave dominion . . . over all the earth,” etc.
(Ps. viii.). It relates to man and his dominion over the
carth, as distinct from the “‘purpose” of God which was
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eternal (Eph. iii. 11) * before the foundation of the world ”
(Eph. i. 4), and therefore outside of and prior to the
““counsel ” of Gen. i. 26. *Purpose” is thus associated
with Deity in Unity, while “ counsel” is associated with
Deity in Trinity.

“Counsel” is distinguished from *“purpose” in Eph. i. 11.
The former has to do with plan ; while the latter has to do
with the working out of that plan.

“Counsel” has to do with man, and the Son of Man,
and His dominion in the earth ; and hence is equivalent to
the Kingdom as distinct from the Church (see Acts xx.
25-27). While “ purpose” has to do with the Church of
God, the Mystery or secret as distinct from the Kingdom.

The Apostle expounded to the Elders of Ephesus “the
whole counsel of God"” as it related to the Kingdom
(Acts xx. 25-27), and he names the fact which was the
basis of his further teaching ; but, whether he went on to
explain to the “ Elders of Ephesus” the truth afterwards
written to the Church in his Epistle we are not informed.
It is outside the subject of the Acts of the Apostles to
inform us; and there is no intimation in the Epistle that
the ‘“ Mystery” had been the subject of his teaching to
them before that epistle was written.

The distinction between the ‘ counsel ”” of God and His
“purpose” is important ; because it constitutes the difference
between Paul’'s preacking ‘according to the Scriptures,”
and his Zeaching as recorded in his Epistle concerning the
Mystery which had been *“hidden from ages and gener-
ations.”

It is this teaching which we are now to consider as set
forth in these two chapters (Eph. i. and iii.).

This “ purpose ” of God was twofold. It was (chap.i.)

: concerning ¢ Christ,” as made the Head over all things:

all things in heaven and earth being ultimately headed-up
in one under Him. It was (chap. iii.) concerning the

. **Church,” as the Spiritual Body of Christ, made one in Him.

We have seen the structure and therefore the scope of

. the first part of this wondrous purpose (chap. i. 3-14, see

page 40): and now we have to see the structure of the
second part.
“C” il 1-13.
The purpose of God in Christ.

C|1i |iii. 1. Paul. His imprisonment for their sakes.

j I k | 2-4. ‘TheMystery revealed and committed
‘ to Paul's stewardship (olxovouia).
; 1 | 5. The Mystery hidden before.
; m | -5, 6. The Mystery revealed to
i the Church through Apostles and
| Prophets by the Spirit.

7 i % | 5-9-. The Mystery made known 2y Paul,

according to the stewardship (oixovouia*)
committed to him.
! | -9. The Mystery hidden before.

m | 10-12.  The Mystery made
knowntoprincipalitiesand poswers
( through the Church by God.
¢ | 13. Daul. His tribulations for their sakes.

* olxoropla (oikonomia) administration, or stewardship, is the
correct reading according to Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf,
y . , . . .

Tregelles, Alford, and R.V., instead of Kowvwvia (bofnonia) fellowship.
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It is perfectly clear from this that God’s purpose in
Christ was a great sccret (for this, as we have seen, is the
meaning of the word ¢ mystery ”) hidden in Himself, and
never revealed or made known until it was specially revealed
to the Apostle Paul, and by him to the *holy apostles and
prophets ' of the new dispensation.

That these apostles are not necessarily the Twelve
Apostles, and that these prophets are not of the prophets
of the Old Testament dispensation is clear. For there
were Apostles quite apart from the Twelve. PauL
himself was one. Barnabas is included among the
Apostles (Acts xiv. 4, 14). ANDRONICUS and JUNIAS are
said to be conspicuous or ‘‘ of note” among the Apostles
(Rom. xvi. 7). From 1 Cor. iv. g it would seem that he
called ApoLros and himself ¢ the last apostles” (see
margin). 1 Cor. ix. § and 2 Cor. xi. §5; xii. 11, 12,
seem to imply the existence of more than twelve. But
Eph. iv. 8, 11, is conclusive; for there it is distinctly
affirmed that affer Clrist “ ascended up on high . . . He
gave gifts unto men . . . and He gave some apostles,
and some prophets,” etc. SiLvanus and TIMOTHY are in-
cluded among the apostles (1 Thess. ii. 6, compare with
1. 1).  We find * Apostles of churches ” in 2 Cor. viii. 23.

The New Testament Prophets are also clearly distin-
guished from those of the Old Testament in 1 Cor. xii.
28 and Eph. iv. 11. The existence of such an order of
ministry is shown by those who formed part of it, eg,
BarNaBas (Acts xiil. 1), AcaBus (Acts xi. 28; xxi. 10),
SiLas and Jupas (Acts xv. 32), ManaeEN and Lucius of
Cyrene (Acts xiii. 1).; TiMmoTHY (a2 man of God, 7e¢, a
prophet), 1 Tim. vi. 11 and 2 Tim. iii. 17) ; the DAUGHTERS
of Philip the Evangelist (Acts xxi. 8) and others, not
named (Acts viii. 17, and 44-46 ; xix. 6).

In Rom. xvi. 26 we are told that this Mystery was made
manifest “ by prophetic writings.” There is no article
here, either with the word * writings,” or * prophets.”
Indeed the word is not a noun, but an adjective wpodyrikor
(propheeticon), as in 2 Pet.i. 19 (in contrast with the Old
Testament prophets and their prophecy in verse 21).

Let us set forth this member (iii. 1-13) more accurately,
word by word :

“i” (it 1).  Paul.
For this cause,

you Gentiles.
“k"(2-4). Pauls stewardship of the Mystery
to the Church.

If, at least, ye have heard of the stewardship of
the grace of God, grace that has been given to me
for you, how that by revelation was made known
to me the Mystery (or Secret) according as I wrote
before, briefly; with an eye to which secret, in
reading, ye can psrceive my understanding in the
Mystery (or Secret) of the Christ.
“1" (5-). The Mystcry hidden before.
a secret which in the other generations never was
made known to the sons of men.
“m?” (-5, 6). ZThe Mystery revealed to the Church
through Aposties and Prophets by the Spirit.

as lately it was revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets by the Bpirit—that the Gentiles should

His imprisonment for their sakes.
Paul, the prisoner of the Lord for

-
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be joint heired, joint bodied,* and joint shared of
the promise in Christ Jesust through the Gospel.

“2" (7-9-). Paubs stewardship of the mystery.
of which Gospel I was made a minister according
to the gift of the grace of God, the gift given to me
according to the working of His power: unto me—
the less than the least of all the saints—was given
this grace, to announce the glad tidings among the
Gentiles, the untrackable riches (or wealth) of the
Christ, and enlightening all as to what is the
stewardship! of the mystery (or secret).

“1" (-9). The Mystery kidden before.

that has been hidden, from eternity (or the ages)
in God who created all things.§
“m” (10-12).

The Mystery made known to angelic beings,
through the Church, by God.

in (or that) now, to the principalities and the author-
ities in the heavenlies might be made known
through (i.c., by means of) the Church, the manifold||
wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose
(or purpose of the ages) which (purpose) He made in
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness
and access, with assurance through the faith of
(or, relating to) Him.

“i" (y3). Paul, His tribulations for their sakes.
Wherefore, I beg you not to faint at my tribula-
tions on your behalf, which is your glory.

This structure gives the scope_of the whole passage:
which is, clearly, the * Mystery ”; or, the eternal purpose of
God as to what He has made His People to be in Christ.

The common interpretation wholly disregards this point,
which, as we have shown, is the scope of the passage.
It treats it as though this were merely a reference to the
fact that the Gentiles were to be brought into blessing in
connection with Christ.

But this was never a secret “hid in God,” and “not
made known unto the sons of men,” and ‘‘now revealed”
for the first time (Eph. iii. 9, 5). This was never *kept
secret since the world began,” and only “now made
manifest " (Rom. xvi. 25, 26). This was never * hid from
ages and from generations,” and ‘' now is made manifest
to the saints ¥ (Col. i. 26).

If Eph. iii. merely relates to the Gospel, then, language
is useless for the purposes of revelation.

If there is one thing clear in Scripture it is this, that the
Gospel, or Salvation through Christ alone, and justification

* gvoowpa (sussoma). This word occurs only here. It does noy
mean that there was a Body already or previously in existence, to
which others were afterwards added, and became members ; but, that
Gentile and Jewish believers (ii. 14, 15) should now form one joint-
body, being made ** of twain, one new man *’ (Eph. ii. 1§).

+ The word *‘ Jesus "’ is to be added here according to Lachmann,
Tischendorf, Tregelles, Alford and the R.V.

1 According to the above authorities (Lachmann, Tregelles
Tischendorf, Alford, and R.V.) the word here should be onovop.(a
{oikonomia) administration, or stewardship, and not Kowwvia
(Loinonia) fellowship.

“By Jesus Christ.” These words are omitted by all the
Critcal Greek Texts and the R.V.

I The word is woAvroinidos (poluposthilos) many-coloured or
much-variegated.
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by faith, was the subject of Divine revelation all through
the ages and generations. That Gospel, it is expressly
declared, ** was preached before unto Abraham” (Gal. iii. 8).
That good news was not “ hid in God,” but was “ promised
afore by His prophets in the holy Scriptures” (Rom. i. 2).
That Gospel was never *‘kept secret since the world began,”
but it was * witnessed by the law and the prophets "’ (Rom.
jil. 21) and preached to Israel (Heb. iv. 2).

And that Gentiles, as such, were to be blessed with
Israel was never ‘“ kept secret.” It was ‘“ made known to
the sons of men.” It was made known to Abraham

‘!

in the wvery first promise made to him— “in thee °
shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. xii. 3). °

This promise was often repeated ; and over and over again

it was made to Abraham and the Patriarchs (Gen. xviii. 18 ;

xxil. 18; xxvi. 4, etc.); and made the subject of prayer
and praise. See Ps. Ixxii. 17; xviii. 49 ; Deut. xxxii. 43 ;
Isa. xi. 10; Luke ii. 32 ; Isa. xlix. 6, etc., etc.

No! the secret was: that, a people should be taken out
from among both Jews and Gentiles, who should with
Christ be made oivoowpa (sussoma) a joint-body in Christ
(Eph. iii. g) ; a Body of which Christ should be the glorious
Head in heaven, and His People—the members of that
body on the earth—* one new man.”

This was the secret which was revealed to God's ‘“ holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit,” and which had never
entered into the heart or mind of mortal man,—CHRIST
MYSTICAL.

The members of the Body of Christ are those who have
believed God's testimony, (as Abraham believed it), as to
their lost condition as sinners, and as to the great salvation
which is in Christ the Saviour; and who have reckoned
themselves as having died when He died, and risen again
when He rose: thus identified with Christ (not in His
incarnation, which is a modern heresy, but) in His death
and resurrection. This is the truth which is bound up with
the meaning of ““the Body of Christ.”

When He, the Head, died ; then we, the members, in
the eternal purpose and judgment of God, died in Him.

When He, the Head, rose again ; then we, the members,
must be risen in Him (Romans).

If He, the Head, is in Heaven ; then we, the members,
are seated in the heavenlies in Him (Ephesians).

When He, the Head, shall appear ; then shall we appear
with Him in glory.

When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, His
saints shall be * caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and
so shall we ever be withthe Lord ” (1 and 2 Thessalonians).

This is the subject of Eph. iii. 1-13: the *‘eternal
purpose "’ of God *which he purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” This is what was kept sccret, and never revealed
until it was made known to the Apostle Paul, and com-
mitted to him and to his stwardship (oixovouiu) oikonomia
as he so clearly states in verses 2 and 9.%

This is the second great lesson for the Church of God to
learn concerning its standing in Christ.  This is the second
Text-book which it is to master. Having learned the truth
as itis set forth in Romans, the next great truth is revealed

* Yor a fuller rreatment of the whole subject, see The Jystery, Ly
. “Thy word is #7uc from the beginning " (Psa. exix. 160).

'he same author and publisher, price 6d. and 1s.

in Ephesians,  Having been taught (in Romans) that the
members of Christ’s Body died with Christ, and rose with
Christ, the next revelation (in Ephesians) is that we are now
seated